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Menu for Agape gathering November 1, 2020 
Theme: “Everyday Saints” 

 
Gather 

 
Prelude Music: Give thanks for Saints, text Martin Leckebusch (1962-  ); tune Repton, C Hubert 

Parry (1848-1918) 
 
Setting the table  
 
Territorial Acknowledgement 
 
One:  We acknowledge that we live, work, and worship on the ancestral and unceded 

land of the Coast Salish Peoples: Musqueam, Squamish, and Tsleil-Waututh.   
 
Response:   We pray that Christ’s reconciling love will be reflected in our words and our 

actions.” 
 
Welcome 
 
Sharing question:  In what person have you glimpsed Jesus this week? 
 
Song:  For all the Saints  John Bell text, Bob Moore music, 1989 
 
For all the saints who’ve shown your love in how they live and where they move  
For mindful women. caring men, accept our gratitude again. 
For all the saints who loved your name, whose faith increased the Savior’s fame, 
Who sang your songs and shared your word, accept our gratitude, good Lord. 
For all the saints who named your will, and showed the kingdom coming still  
through selfless protest, prayer and praise, our gratitude we raise. 
Bless all whose will or name or love reflects the grace of heav’n above. 
For all the saints, your saints forever blest. 
Though unacclaimed by earthly powers, your life through theirs has hallowed ours. 
Alleluia, alleluia. 
 
 
Opening Prayer: 
 
Holy One, 
Who built your Church through the love and devotion of your saints, 
we give thanks for all your servants whom we remember today; 
Inspire us to follow their example in everyday holiness, 
that we in our generation may offer those around us a glimpse of your glory, 
Through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.  
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(adapted from Daily Office, Society of St. Francis, prayer of any saint) 
 
 
Centre Candle is lit 
 

Liturgy of the Word 
 
Poem: Ordinary Saints by Malcolm Guite 
 
The ordinary saints, the ones we know, 
Our too-familiar family and friends, 
When shall we see them? Who can truly show 
Whilst still rough-hewn, the God who shapes our ends? 
Who will unveil the presence, glimpse the gold 
That is and always was our common ground, 
Stretch out a finger, feel, along the fold 
To find the flaw, to touch and search that wound 
From which the light we never noticed fell 
Into our lives? Remember how we turned 
To look at them, and they looked back? That full- 
-eyed love unselved us, and we turned around, 
Unready for the wrench and reach of grace. 
But one day we will see them face to face. 
 
Scripture:  A story of Jesus from Matthew 25:31-40  
 
NRSV  
 
31 ‘When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he will sit on the 
throne of his glory. 32 All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate people 
one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats, 33 and he will put the 
sheep at his right hand and the goats at the left. 34 Then the king will say to those at his right 
hand, “Come, you that are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the 
foundation of the world; 35 for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave 
me something to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, 36 I was naked and you gave me 
clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I was in prison and you visited me.”  
 

37 Then the righteous will answer him, “Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry and gave you 
food, or thirsty and gave you something to drink? 38 And when was it that we saw you a 
stranger and welcomed you, or naked and gave you clothing? 39 And when was it that we saw 
you sick or in prison and visited you?” 40 And the king will answer them, “Truly I tell you, just as 
you did it to one of the least of these who are members of my family,[a] you did it to me.”  
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=matthew+25%3A31-51&version=NRSVA#fen-NRSVA-24046a
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41 Then he will say to those at his left hand, “You that are accursed, depart from me into the 
eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels; 42 for I was hungry and you gave me no food, I 
was thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink, 43 I was a stranger and you did not welcome me, 
naked and you did not give me clothing, sick and in prison and you did not visit me.” 44 Then 
they also will answer, “Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or 
naked or sick or in prison, and did not take care of you?” 45 Then he will answer them, “Truly I 
tell you, just as you did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to me.” 46 And 
these will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.’ 
 

The Message 

31-33 “When he finally arrives, blazing in beauty and all his angels with him, the Son of Man will 
take his place on his glorious throne. Then all the nations will be arranged before him and he 
will sort the people out, much as a shepherd sorts out sheep and goats, putting sheep to his 
right and goats to his left. 34-36 “Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Enter, you who are 
blessed by my Father! Take what’s coming to you in this kingdom. It’s been ready for you since 
the world’s foundation. And here’s why: 

I was hungry and you fed me, 
I was thirsty and you gave me a drink, 
I was homeless and you gave me a room, 
I was shivering and you gave me clothes, 
I was sick and you stopped to visit, 
I was in prison and you came to me.’ 

37-40 “Then those ‘sheep’ are going to say, ‘Master, what are you talking about? When did we 
ever see you hungry and feed you, thirsty and give you a drink? And when did we ever see you 
sick or in prison and come to you?’ Then the King will say, ‘I’m telling the solemn truth: 
Whenever you did one of these things to someone overlooked or ignored, that was me—you 
did it to me.’ 41-43 “Then he will turn to the ‘goats,’ the ones on his left, and say, ‘Get out, 
worthless goats! You’re good for nothing but the fires of hell. And why? Because— 

I was hungry and you gave me no meal, 
I was thirsty and you gave me no drink, 
I was homeless and you gave me no bed, 
I was shivering and you gave me no clothes, 
Sick and in prison, and you never visited.’ 

44 “Then those ‘goats’ are going to say, ‘Master, what are you talking about? When did we ever 
see you hungry or thirsty or homeless or shivering or sick or in prison and didn’t help?’ 45 “He 
will answer them, ‘I’m telling the solemn truth: Whenever you failed to do one of these things 
to someone who was being overlooked or ignored, that was me—you failed to do it to me.’ 
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46 “Then those ‘goats’ will be herded to their eternal doom, but the ‘sheep’ to their eternal 
reward.” 

Sharing stories of everyday saints in our lives 
 
Song: (5 minute break) With all the Saints Bob Hurd, 1966 
 

Liturgy of the Table 
 
Prayer over the bread 
Here is the food we have brought.  Here is the drink we have brought.  Today we are at table 
surrounded by the communion of all the saints who have known you through the ages:  
patriarchs, prophets, martyrs, apostles, and everyday people in every time and place.  God, 
teach us to share what we have with each other as you have shared Yourself with us in Jesus.  
Even though we are physically apart, help us to find new ways to feed and clothe and shelter 
each other.  May your compassion and love be reflected in all we say and do, in Christ’s name.  
Amen.  
 
Food fellowship 
 
Community Prayers:  
 
Who are the saints in your life you would like to give thanks for? 
 
Who are the “sheep” and the “goats” we need to pray for? 
 
Written prayer requests are read aloud by the gathering and offered up. 
 
(Background music: O Lord, Hear my Prayer Taize Community, Jacques Berthier) 
 

 
Sending 

 
Blessing of our thanksgiving gifts and prayer offerings 
 
“Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things.  Through your goodness you have blessed us with 
these gifts: ourselves, our time, and our possessions.  Sanctify what we gather here, that 
through your Holy Spirit we may be saints in the world every day of our lives, through Jesus 
Christ our Shepherd.  Amen.”  
 
Song:  Oh When the Saints Go Marching In Louis Armstrong, 1938 
 
Sending prayer 
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May all the saints of heaven and the saints here on earth encourage you to live out the great 
commandment to love God and your neighbour as yourself.  And the blessing of God: Creator, 
Redeemer, and Sustainer of all, guide you in the path of compassion that leads to the kingdom.  
Amen.  
 
 
Postlude Music:  For all the Saints  W. How, text; R. Vaughan Williams, music 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1OaBgaMcOvM 
 
 
Next Agape Gathering:  6 December 2020 – Theme: “Wonder”  
 
Feedback and suggestions may be sent to   saintmartinnv@gmail.com 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1OaBgaMcOvM
mailto:saintmartinnv@gmail.com

