
Argentina Vos, Encountering God in Nature 

Hey, I’m Argentina, one of the newest additions to 
YFC’s team! I moved to the Comox Valley in the Fall 
of 2019 to attend NIC’s Outdoor Guiding Program 
and absolutely fell in love with this place and its 
people. Through wonderful community, God has led 
me to the opportunity to serve His Kingdom through 
youth outdoor ministry.  

I first met God in His creation. Surrounded by the wonder He has 
placed us in, I started to know myself as His beautiful creation as 
well! I believe when we spend time immersed in nature, we come 
to know ourselves, our community, and our God in a new way. I 
have seen immense growth in people when challenged outdoors, 
from overcoming mental health challenges to gaining confidence, 
passions, and leadership skills. I believe encountering God in nature 
is the answer for empowering youth today. My hope for this pro-
gram is to create an environment where teens have the chance to 
play, create, and explore in the great outdoors; taking care of the 
body, mind, soul, and our human need for connection.  

God is working on big things in the Valley! It is such a wild oppor-
tunity to be able to empower and uplift these teens through the 
passions God has placed on my heart, and I am looking forward to 
walking with them in truth and light through whatever season they 
are going through. 

One of the coolest things about YFC is that I am not in this work 
alone, but get to involve community members in God’s work 
through partnerships, financially and in prayer. If you are interested 
in impacting youth through this ministry, consider coming on 
board my support team to see this part of God’s Kingdom come to 
life!  

  Rebekah Kenway, Make Straight the Path 

Hi there! I am so excited to be coming          
on-board as the new Office Administrator and 
part-time Youth Worker for the YFC Comox 
Valley team. I’m honoured to be coming in 

under Ann’s training and receiving the baton to 
run this next part of the race. 

While I hail from Down Under (a.k.a. Australia), the Lord led 
me to move to Canada in July of 2014. What I intended to 
be a one-year-living-overseas and tick-off-my-bucket-list-
experience turned into a 6-year amazing and unforgettable 
journey. And while there have been both ups and downs, 
mountain top and valley experiences, one thing that has 
remained consistent is God’s faithfulness and His leading 
and guiding me through all of it. After working in the Valley 
for four years, the Lord lead me to Capernwray Harbour 
Bible Centre, where I have spent the last two years im-
mersed in studying the word of God and growing in tight-
knit Christian community. I had no idea what the Lord was 
preparing me for, but one thing that was driven home in my 
time at Capernwray is that the Lord doesn’t call the 
equipped; He equips the called. And that’s definitely what 
I’ve experienced.  

This past summer has been full of unexpected surprises and 
twists to the narrative that I thought was being written. I 
had the opportunity to help run the kid’s program at Ca-
pernwray and what was birthed in me during those precious 
six weeks was a stronger desire to see young people come 
to know and experience the love of Jesus. These are just 
some of the ways that I see how God has prepared me for 
this next chapter of joining hands with Youth Unlimited.  

I want to be used by God to assist in better equipping this 
YFC team to minister to the youth and then be available to 
minister to youth myself. I know that God has gone before 
me and paved the way; I simply must walk in it. As He has 
been faithful to me in my life and performed miracle after 
miracle to get me here, I know He will remain faithful in the 
things ahead. 

I have learnt in a more substantial way this past year to trust 
in the Lord with all of my heart and to not lean on my own 
understanding. To acknowledge Him in all my ways, and I’ve 
seen Him make straight the paths.  

We are each God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for 
good works, which God has prepared beforehand. All we 
must do is walk in them. I look forward to walking in the 
works of God! I believe I’m in for an adventure and look 
forward to sharing in this journey with you.  Robbie Taylor,  Kept for God’s Purpose 

The word ‘keep’ has stood out in recent times personally for me 
it has been a word that I’ve often returned to in my times of 
reflection. It’s funny to think of the things we sometimes keep 
“just in case”, or what we throw into our get-to-later drawer. 
While other times really important things we chuck away, not 
keeping them as we should.  

Recently I reflected on the word ‘keep’ or ‘kept’ in the bible. We 
are reminded to keep our eyes fixed on Jesus, ‘the author and perfecter of our 
faith.’ The psalmist says ‘I have purposed to set the Lord before me; he is at 
my right hand and I can’t be shaken.’ Despite the times we are facing I’m so 
encouraged that we are people Jesus keeps for himself. He keeps us in his 
Love and keeps us from stumbling. He keeps us in the Spirit.  

Keeping things is always based on the value we place on a particular item or 
thing. How much greater is the Keeper Jesus that never leaves or forsakes us. 
As I walk alongside our growing team we are purposeful to keep going, keep 
creating, keep innovating and keep encouraging youth to know the love of 
Jesus. We purpose in his strength to keep pursuing the mission to see all 
youth living fully in Christ.  

Regardless of our current climate, the work of Youth Unlimited YFC Comox 
Valley continues to grow and remain full. As I have had time to reflect on the 
importance of knowing that Jesus keeps us for His purpose, I’m thankful that 
Jesus uses you to keep the mission going. We are fuelled by your incredible 
faithfulness to cover us in prayer and to financially invest in the growing team 
as we keep moving the mission forward. 

D O N A T E  T O D A Y

Keagan Preston, Searching for the Lost Coin 

This summer when coming up with activities we had to be      
creative in making programs that were fun for youth as well as 
socially distanced. We brainstormed some ideas and came up 
with a few different things, including Geocaching. What is  
Geocaching? “Geo” relates to the earth, and “cache” means 
items stored away in hiding or for future use.  

Together it is a recreational activity where people hide little containers 
with various items inside in public outdoor areas and then put the coor-
dinates online for others to find. 

We ran this activity every week during the summer going to different places 
all around the Comox Valley and having the youth work together to find a box 
usually the size of your fist in nooks, crannies, tree wells and holes in the mid-
dle of the forest. Sometimes we would come up short and not find anything 
but other times when we were on the verge of giving up and did one last look 
someone spotted it-then the joy of the group radiated. It was an awesome 
feeling for them as they achieved something great as a team. 

Going from each location to the next required a lot of walking on trails, paths 
and pavement. We calculated one day that we had taken 18,000 steps. In all 
those steps we were able to have real and deep conversations with the youth 
and create amazing memories for them to reminisce on. I was able to share 
parts of my story with some of the boys and encourage them not to make the 
same mistakes I did as a teen but rather to learn from them.  

My hope is that from the moments we spent with the teens on the trails, look-
ing under bridges and in trees, that they will remember the things we encour-
aged them in and that it will be water for the seeds already planted. I hope 
that a beautiful faith flourishes out of it. 

I’d love to finish with this passage from Luke 15: 8-10. “Or suppose a woman 
has ten silver coins and loses one. Doesn’t she light a lamp, sweep the house 
and search carefully until she finds it? And when she finds it, she calls her 
friends and neighbours together and says, ‘Rejoice with me; I have found my 
lost coin.’ In the same way, I tell you, there is rejoicing in the presence of the 
angels of God over one sinner who repents.” 

https://www.yfccomoxvalley.com/partner-with-us


Josiah Friesen, New Youth Pastor 
Hey, I’m Josiah and this past spring I graduated 
from Briercrest College in Saskatchewan with a 
BA in Biblical Studies and was hired by 
Courtenay Baptist Church as a youth pastor in 
July. The Comox Valley was an easy choice; I 

had played junior hockey in Campbell River and 
my wife Taryn was raised in Qualicum and saved at Camp 
Homewood on Quadra Island.  Moving and starting a new job 
during a global pandemic has been very interesting and getting 
to know people has been a challenge, but it has been awesome 
to get youth nights started again.  

Now, a month into the school year, I have made several neat 
connections in our church.  One cool story from a couple weeks 
ago: I was praying with one of my leaders during small group 
time that one of our senior girls would want to help at our junior 
youth.  About 30 seconds later, one of our grade 11 girls came up 
to me, asking if she could be a leader for the younger girl’s 
group!  Also, in the last few weeks I had three students come to 
me asking if they could be baptized! What a cool start to my 
time working with youth here.  

Anita Devries, Getting Attached to God’s Heart 

Like most of you reading this I fully believe in the pow-
er of prayer. How awesome is it that we get to ask the 
King of the Universe for everything we need and de-
sire? But prayer is so much more than that, it is about 
getting intimately attached to the heart of God, so 
much so that you lose your desires and take on His. 
You forget about your need because he is more than 
sufficient and you lay down your troubles and fears 

because nothing is too difficult for Him. And when you spend time in 
deep intercessory prayer you start seeing people as Christ sees them 
and loving them the way He does. It is so wonderful to be in prayer- 
it’s my happy place, especially when I’m praying with others. I wish I 
would stay there always. But after the ‘Amen’ it seems the bliss rapid-
ly diminishes as the ‘reality’ of this life sets in rather than the spiritual 
truth of life in the Spirit. It’s especially disheartening when others 
around you and the media keep pointing to the harsh physical reality.  

As saints we are to encourage each other to pray without ceasing (1 
Thessalonians 5:17). That is why I am so thankful that God has given 
me this position as Volunteer Prayer Co-ordinator with Youth Unlimit-
ed—even though in ‘reality’ I’m not a youth and my abilities are limit-
ed. But through Christ I am young—eternity has not even begun for 
me; and I am unlimited like all of you who trust in Him. I look forward 
to praying with you either in person or in Spirit! 

Our first monthly prayer meeting will be Wednesday Nov. 4 at       
9:30 am at YFC. Please contact me anytime at pray.cv@yfc.ca I would 
love to pray with you. If you have a prayer group please add YFC to 
your prayer list, and I would enjoy coming to visit. My specific respon-
sibilities are to encourage more people to pray for our ministry, to 
inspire staff and youth to deepen their prayer lives, to facilitate prayer          
retreats and prayer events and much more. I also have a huge desire 
to increase praise and evangelism, so stay tuned for that. 

Taeryn Novak, Courage & Resilience  

Resilience. Not the most common of vocabulary words, is 
it? You might have heard it before, but here’s a refresher 
in case you forget what it means: “The capacity to recover 
quickly from difficulties; the ability of a substance or ob-
ject to spring back into shape; elasticity.” 

Sounds like something we could all use a bit more of, 
right? Resilience is gained through many years of experi-
ence as we endure difficulties and learn to ‘spring back 

into shape.’ It’s the coping skills we’ve gained, the people or places or 
activities we’ve learned to turn to when things get tough, an internal 
strength and stability.    

If resilience is something we as adults require, then it’s something 
teenagers are in desperate need of. These are years of intense transition 
and growth for them, facing changes in their brains and bodies, learning 
how to interact with their peers, managing family tensions and dealing 
with insecurities, to name a few.  

That’s where we come in. As youth workers we walk alongside teens in 
some of the most formative years of their lives when they’re discovering 
who they are and who they want to be. At the online Island Youth Work-
er’s Conference in early October I attended a session where the speaker 
spoke about just how important it is to help teens build resilience.  

Many young people are growing up trying to stifle their ‘messy’ feelings, 
saturated in a culture that elevates happiness above all else while ignor-
ing things negative or painful. Add to that all of the regular challenges of 
teenage-hood, growing up in a world of technology and being exposed 
to limitless information.  

It’s easy to get overwhelmed by all of this, but we know also know the 
flip side of teenagers. They are courageous. They are kind. They are cre-
ative. They care deeply. They are learners, trailblazers, and most impor-
tantly, they are created by God and loved immeasurably by Him. It is the 
privilege of youth workers to call out this potential through our relation-
ships with youth, while introducing them to their Creator who loves them 
so much more than we ever could!  

Kaylee Crisfield, Your Life is Louder 

Hey everyone, I’m Kaylee! I’m new to YFC and new to 
youth ministry. When I was a teenager, engaging in a 
relationship with God wasn’t something that intrigued 
me. I knew who God was, and I knew that he cared for 
me (whatever that meant) but I didn’t feel the need to 
reach out to Him and call Him into the centre of my life. 
That all changed in my early twenties and I now have 
my own beautiful and intimate relationship with God. 

As I started my new position with YFC Comox Valley this summer, I 
began to worry that I wouldn’t be able to get across to the teens I in-
teracted with just how much the One who created them cares for them. 
Would they get it? Would they even care? Would they listen to my ad-
vice and encouragement as I told them about what I’ve learned 
throughout my life? What I have come to learn though is that the big-
ger impact comes from them watching how I live over listening to what 
I say. 

That isn’t to say they don’t hear my words and take them to heart, but 
that the way that I carry myself, laugh at myself, admit to failure and 
mistakes, and continually get back up is louder and clearer in         

comparison. The time sacrificed to organize events, create engaging 
content and my choice to hang out with them during the evening 
speaks volumes. As youth workers, we sometimes worry too much 
about how we are going to relate to someone so much younger than 
us. What if they think we’re outdated? What if they think we don’t un-
derstand what they’re expressing to us? What if they think we will 
judge them? What if they don’t come out of this interaction fully im-
mersed and awestruck by the love that God has for them? 

If this is you, something I’d invite you to ask yourself is: did they get to 
feel loved, cared for, seen and heard while they were with you? If your 
answer is yes, then I would take that as a win. When we know the Lord, 
students get to meet Him through us and through the ways we speak 
and interact with them. Our actions reflect our hearts, and if our hearts 
are fully immersed and awestruck by the love God has for us as His 
children, that will be felt by the youth we surround ourselves with and 
reach out to. It’s not always through perfect words that we connect 
most effectively with students, it’s often by walking through the yuck 
of life. The highs, lows, and the in between moments, these are the 
times when we will make a memorable impact on a student’s life, these 
are the moments that invite Jesus in to do His work in their hearts. 

• Funding for our newest Staff members. 

• Funding for Two Apple Laptops,  for Staff 

• Funding for one Apple Desktop main office 

• Volunteer help with our programs 

• Art packs for Bible journalling  club 

WELCOME

CONTACT OFFICE FOR MORE INFO 

mailto:pray.cv@yfc.ca

