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May Your Prayers 
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The Election of the Reverend John Robert Stephens  
as Coadjutor Bishop
RANDY MURRAY
Communications Officer & Topic Editor. 

It seems that during this covid-19 period, 
we are often using terms like: historic, un-
precedented, unchartered and many more, 
however the Electoral Synod that took 
place, Saturday, October 3, 2020, with the 
Members of Synod online and the officers 
of Synod masked and gathered at Christ 
Church Cathedral was all of that and more.

Even though Synod members voted us-
ing an online platform Simply Voting that 
is connected through Data on the Spot 
(DOTS) a company that allows delegates 
to vote remotely from anywhere using their 
smartphone, tablet or laptop ensuring that 
the vote is secure and auditable, it still had 
all the components of an Electoral Synod. 
There was the Opening Eucharist, the Re-
port of the Episcopal Election Committee, 
the explanation of the balloting procedure 
and of course the most important section 
that identifies this as a process that more 
than anything invites the participation of 
the Holy Spirit. The Electoral Synod is one 
of the most prayerful of Anglican practices 
and even in this very different venue the 
People of God gathered and made a deci-
sion. The decision was the election of the 
Rev. John Stephens on the Third Ballot as 
Bishop Coadjutor of the diocese of New 
Westminster. 

Rev. Stephens, aged 54 has been a priest 
of the diocese of New Westminster for 25 
years. Ordained in the diocese of Huron in 
1991, he began as Deacon in Charge (and 
subsequently Rector) of the three-point 
Parish of St. Matthew’s, Florence, Grace 
Church, Bothwell and St. John’s, Aughrim 
in that diocese. In 1995, he was appointed 
Rector of St. John’s, Squamish. John with 
his family had emigrated to Vancouver from 
Ireland when he was very young as his father 
the Ven. Bill Stephens was called to ministry 
in our diocese. From 2001 to 2016, he was 
Rector of St. Philip’s, Dunbar and during 
this time he was also Archdeacon of Van-
couver. He also served as priest-in-charge 
of St. John’s, Shaughnessy following that 
parish’s return to the care of the Bishop of 
New Westminster following years of litiga-
tion leading to a Supreme Court decision in 
favour of the diocese of New Westminster 
in July of 2011. Four years later, Rev. Ste-

phens was appointed Rector of St. John’s, 
Shaughnessy and has shepherded the parish 
through a time of growth in attendance, 
growth in compassionate service and the 
development of strong lay leadership that 
will be a foundation to build on for the 
parish moving forward. 

Following the election of October 3, 
2020, there were many messages posted on 
social media referring to the Bishop-Elect, 
but the Rev. Stephens is the Coadjutor 
Bishop-Elect. Here is some information 
from the Chair of the Episcopal Election 
Committee, Vicar of Holy Trinity, New 
Westminster and Archdeacon of Westmin-
ster, the Ven. Richard Leggett:

“When Archbishop Skelton announced her 
intent to retire on February 28, 2021, she 
could have called for an election after her 
actual retirement. In that case there would 
have been a hiatus between her departure and 
the beginning of the next Bishop’s ministry. 
Instead of this path, the Archbishop chose to 
call for the election of a Coadjutor Bishop 
before she retires. This allows for a smoother 
period of orientation and transition from one 
episcopal ministry to the next. 

Archbishop Skelton remains our Diocesan 
Bishop until her retirement. The Coadjutor 
Bishop-Elect, the Rev. John Stephens in the 
months ahead will work closely with the Arch-
bishop in preparing for the next chapter in our 
life as a Diocese. On February 28, 2021, seven 
years to the day since the consecration of Arch-
bishop Melissa, the Rev. Stephens will be Seated 
and Installed and will become the 10th Bishop 
of New Westminster. Prior to that he will be 
consecrated (Ordained through the laying on of 
hands) on Saturday, January 23, 2021. At this 
point he becomes Coadjutor Bishop.”

The Electoral Synod began with Eucharist 
at 9am. The Electoral Synod convened at 
11am and was adjourned at 2:20pm. Prior 
to Archbishop Skelton offering a brief 
reflection on the Synod and her thanks to 
those who had worked to produce the event, 
Rev. Stephens came into the livestream via 
Zoom, to express his deep gratitude to his 
family, friends and “mentors,” Archbishop 
Skelton and to the Synod members. He

The Reverend John Stephens. PHOTO Derek Simpkins

“I thank you so much for your trust in me,  
I thank you for your faith in the Holy Spirit of God,  

I thank you for your hope in God’s calling to all of us…”
The Reverend John Stephens
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May Your Prayers Feed Your Actions,  
& May Your Actions Feed the World
The Election of the Reverend John Robert Stephens as Coadjutor Bishop

specifically thanked his fellow nominees: the Ven. Al-
lan Carson; the Rev. Philip Cochrane; the Rev. Philippa 
Segrave-Pride; and the Rt. Rev. Riscylla Shaw for their 
courage in being willing to disrupt their lives in order to 
offer the gift of servant-leadership to the diocese of New 
Westminster. In his message to the diocese he said: “I am 
so deeply honoured and honestly so humbled by this elec-
tion… I thank you so much for your trust in me, I thank 
you for your faith in the Holy Spirit of God, I thank you 
for your hope in God’s calling to all of us…” Near the 
end of his brief address he said, “In conclusion, with all 
of this thanks in my heart to you, especially to all of you, 
the people of the diocese of New Westminster, I offer you 
these words, may your prayers feed your actions, and may 
your actions feed the world as we move towards God’s hope 
and God’s calling to us as the diocese of New Westminster. 
In Jesus’ name. Amen.”

With the election of the Rev. John Stephens we in the 
diocese are now moving forward into our future but there 
will be much happening between now and the Consecra-
tion, January 23, 2021, and Archbishop Skelton’s retirement 
on February 28, 2021. Please keep Archbishop Skelton and 
Rev. Stephens in your prayers and offer some additional 
prayers for the Parish of St. John’s, Shaughnessy as they 
move into the next phase of their ministry. W

CONTINUED FROM THE FRONT PAGE

Officers of Synod: Executive Archdeacon, the Ven. Douglas Fenton; Legal Assessor, Jennifer Dezell, ODNW;  Vice-Chancellor Kevin Smith; Chancellor, George Cadman, QC, 
ODNW; Archbishop and Chair, the Most Rev. Melissa Skelton; Clerical Secretary to Synod, the Rev. Justin Cheng; and Lay Secretary to Synod, Lea Starr. PHOTO Randy Murray

LEFT A view of the Eucharistic Prayer from the livestream recording station. RIGHT The Proshow crew. PHOTOS Randy MurrayThe returning officers, Ken Storozuk and Susanne Stockdill. PHOTO Randy Murray

Three officers of Synod. PHOTO Randy Murray
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A New Rector for Church of the Holy Trinity, White Rock
SEAN LATIMER (SUBMISSION ON BEHALF OF THE PARISH & CANONICAL COMMITTEE)
Church of the Holy Trinity, White Rock

In April 2018, the Rev. Neil Gray retired as Rector of 
Church of the Holy Trinity, White Rock and the parish 
began the search for a new rector. The first step, with the 
help of the parish, was to create a Parish Profile — a docu-
ment that described the parish and especially described the 

“rector whom we seek.” After many focus groups, a Canoni-
cal Committee was formed in December 2018, and this 
document was drafted by January 2019. The job of Rector 
of Church of the Holy Trinity was posted by the Executive 
Archdeacon’s office on March 15, 2019. 

Applications were received and short listed in June 2019, 
applicants were interviewed by the Canonical Commit-
tee, but unfortunately this was not successful and ended 
August 2019. A reposting in August 2019, resulted in the 
further process of short listing the applicants in September; 
interviews were conducted, but unfortunately this was 
not successful and ended November 2019. A final posting 
was made in February 2020. Although candidates were 
interviewed by Zoom in April 2020, travel to the church 
was thwarted by travel restrictions. Our selected candidate 
decided to “bite the bullet” in August as there was no way 
of knowing when he might visit the parish and its leader-
ship in-person under the pandemic rulings.

The lay leadership of the Parish of Church of the Holy 
Trinity are delighted to announce that Archbishop Melissa 
Skelton has appointed the Rev. Patrick John O’Maoil 
Mheana (pronounced Mulvenna) as Rector of Church of 
the Holy Trinity effective November 15, 2020.

PJ, as he prefers to be called, was born in the Glens of 
Antrim, Ireland. He was a Registered Nurse in the British 
Army and Royal Navy for 25 years, specializing in and even-
tually becoming service head of peri-operative care. Duty 
allocated him to Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, Bosnia, Northern 
Ireland, Kosovo, Iraq, Afghanistan the Falkland Islands 
and a few other interesting places. Prior to this he was a 
member of a Roman Catholic missionary order. Between 
the missionary life and the Armed Forces, he worked in 
hospice care in London at a rather challenging time.

Towards the end of his duties as a medic for the Armed 
Forces, PJ attended the College of the Resurrection, Mir-
field, West Yorkshire and attained his Foundation Degree 
(Theology). In 2014, when he was ordained, he took the 
name Luke, a reminder of his previous calling. At the time 
of his being appointed by Archbishop Skelton he was the 
Rector of Monklands in Airdrie, Scotland (since 2017), 
having previously served as Assistant Curate at St. Michael 
and All Angels, Portsmouth, England.

PJ also serves his diocese through Diocesan Synod, Gen-
eral Synod, Councillor of local authority country council 
families and education committee, Bishop’s advisory panel 
on mission, and Clergy conference planning committee, as PHOTOS Courtesy of the Rev. Patrick John O’Maoil Mheana

its convener since 2019.
PJ has family in Ontario, has travelled in Canada, has 

met Executive Archdeacon Douglas Fenton and has a friend 
in Edinburgh who is a priest from our diocese.

PJ enjoys his motorbike, swimming and cooking. He 
also likes gardening, especially growing vegetables and looks 
forward to using the rectory garden. He looks forward to 
being in Canada as he loves the sea and is bringing his 
camping equipment to BC.

In discussing the church of the future, PJ believes it is 
a church that takes the Good News of Jesus out into the 
world. “A church proves its relevance not just by the words 
it says but also by the way it lives out and embodies those 
words in the world.”

On hearing the news of Archbishop Skelton’s appoint-
ment, PJ sent the following message to the people of 
Church of the Holy Trinity:

My dear sisters and brothers in Christ. They say the Holy Spirit 
moves in mysterious ways, but, even by Her standards this 
latest intervention takes some beating. Over the past months 
and via a number of long, exciting, enquiring and discerning 
video calls your valiant search committee have been praying, 
discussing, thinking, and also laughing in the attempt to find 
you a new rector. And, as they say, the lot has fallen to me. 
So, in November, a tall, chunky, bearded, bald Irish biker 
bloke will arrive to begin to love, care and lead you further 
into that marvellously joyous journey we call God. In these 
strange times we face many challenges, not only to do with 
the current pandemic, but also, in our life as a church and 
as a faith and how we express that sublime gift and share it 
with others. But facing those challenges is something we will 
do together, wrapped in that love of Christ our Master, which 
urges us ever onwards. In doing so we move ever deeper into a 
faith which is the greatest expression of our very creation, we 
move always in a hope based on the reality of our situation 
and we move always enfolded in the unconditional love of our 
creating, redeeming and inspiring God. This is the journey we 
are about to make, and we make it together in that reassur-
ance. The greatest reassurance. The one where we know we are 
unconditionally loved. That, brothers and sisters is what we 
will share, with each other and with the community and wider 
church we serve. I so much look forward to walking that joyous 
journey will you all. With every meeting there must also be a 
parting. Please keep the folks of Monklands in your thoughts 
and prayers over the next while. The news I hope you greet 
with joy will be news of uncertainty for them. 

Do please hold them. But this great adventurous journey is 
a joyous one. So be joyful. See you in November. God bless 
you all.

PJ aka Fr. Luke.

Hopefully, PJ’s quarantine will go well and will conclude in 
time for him to preach and preside on the First Sunday of 
Advent, November 29, 2020. The induction is scheduled for 
St. Andrew’s Day on November 30 and Archbishop Skelton 
has invited the Rev. Philip Cochrane to be the preacher.

Since Fr. Gray’s retirement the parish has been well-
served by the Rev. Georgina Harris, the Rev. Arthur Nash 
(currently priest-in-charge) and by the deacon of the parish, 
the Rev. Paul Richards.

Please keep the parish community and their new rector 
in your prayers. W



NOVEMBER 20204

Clergy Visit to Camp Artaban
New generation of leaders invited to dream…
PEGGY TRENDELL-JENSEN
Deacon, St. Clement’s, Lynn Valley

For many, the “Camp Artaban experience” is a deeply-
rooted one; generations have known the camaraderie of 
the dining hall, the joy of morning worship in the outdoor 
chapel, the round of craft, sports and waterfront activities, 
and the smell of smoke around the evening campfire. 

For others, “Camp Artaban” is just a name, and not 
a very familiar one at that. But since being established at 
the end of Long Bay on Gambier Island in 1923, Camp 
Artaban had been home to decades of ministry to parish 
youth as well as thousands of campers with no church af-
filiation. In 2014, following several years of negotiations, 
the diocese of New Westminster’s affiliation was officially 
removed from the Camp Artaban Society through a num-
ber of resolutions passed by Diocesan Council. Camp 

The day-trippers walked part of the perimeter of the 67-acre property.  
PHOTO Peggy Trendell-Jensen

Artaban and the diocese of New Westminster came to 
an arrangement that provided dispersal of the debt and a 
fresh start for the Camp. There were many in the diocese 
who were disappointed, but also many in the diocese who 
were excited about entering an era of new development 
in camping and youth ministry with the Artaban site as a 
possible location for these initiatives. 

The now independent board has, since 2014, en-
deavoured to continue the Artaban tradition of offering 
Christian camping opportunities and rental of the Gam-
bier Island site to other groups. However, in 2020, camps 
weren’t offered due to the pandemic. Turning lemons into 
lemonade, a group of us took the opportunity to experience 

“camp-in-a-day” and introduce the Artaban experience to 
a new generation of clergy and retreat leaders who may 
not have been aware of its potential to host retreats of all 
sizes, parish camping weekends, or new offerings such as 
Queerest & Dearest begun in 2018, with some of its funding 
obtained from the Anglican Initiatives Fund. 

On August 19, 2020, our day began with an exhilarat-
ing 30-minute water taxi trip from Horseshoe Bay to the 
Artaban dock, where we were greeted by board members 
Nancy Farris and Sandi La Charite along with summer staff 
members who are onsite to support volunteer work parties 
and ongoing camp maintenance. 

The walk from the wharf took us by the swimming 
and boating dock, past the chapel under the trees and into 
the dining hall where tea, coffee, and fresh-from-the-oven 
cinnamon buns awaited us. It was a good start to the rest 
of the day, which included a wooded hike around the 
camp perimeter, a tour of the rental facilities such as the 
renovated, self-contained Somerville House that sleeps 16, 
midday prayer in the chapel, a mini “Cootie” tournament 
in the dining hall, and a campfire that featured the Rev. 
Cameron Gutjahr’s uke playing, Bible story charades and 
Nancy’s retelling of the Artaban story first imagined by 
Henry van Dyke in his 1895 work, The Other Wise Man. 

Our group reflected on the potential for the Artaban 
site to be a place that parishes might rent for retreats and 
family camps. 

Our time at camp only lasted a matter of hours, but it 
was enough to get a taste of the Camp Artaban spirit. “So 
much fun,” wrote one clergy “camper” in an email that 
evening. “My heart certainly opened for the ministry of 
Artaban.” 

Are you curious about how Camp Artaban might fit into your 
dreams for ministry, fellowship and fun? Artaban is happy to 
work with rental groups in a flexible manner to make the expe-
rience a happy one, and as affordable as possible. If you would 
like to think through some ideas for hosting events at Camp 
Artaban, please contact rentalmanager@campartaban.com  
or call 604.379.9074. W

Off to camp: Vancouver School of Theology student Amer Ayoub, the Rev. André 
Stephany of St. Clement, Lynn Valley, and the Rev. Cameron Gutjahr of St. John the 
Divine, Squamish, took in the fresh air and scenery from the back of the Bowen 
Arrow. PHOTO Peggy Trendell-Jensen

Close to God (if not each other): Midday prayer in the chapel was held COVID-19 style. PHOTO Peggy Trendell-Jensen

LEFT Board secretary Nancy Farris offers a glimpse inside Somerville House, which sleeps up to 16 and has its own kitchen, lounge and large deck overlooking the orchard. It 
was named for former archbishop, the Most Rev. David Somerville, an avid naturalist and vivid teller of tales around the Camp Artaban campfire. RIGHT The historic dining 
hall has new windows and is in the process of getting a new roof. PHOTOS Peggy Trendell-Jensen

LEFT The Rev. Jessica Schaap, Missioner for Christian Formation on Synod staff, was happy to have a day away from the office “researching” good ideas! RIGHT The afternoon 
ended around the campfire, to the sound of a ukulele and the story of Artaban, “the other wise man.” PHOTOS Peggy Trendell-Jensen

LEFT All hands on deck (with faces turned away “because COVID”)! It isn’t camp without friendship bracelets, so Katherine Jang of St. Clement’s made each “camper” one to 
remember their day together. RIGHT The weather cooperated as the Rev. Cam Gutjahr, the Rev. Peggy Trendell-Jensen, Amer Ayoub, the Rev. André Stephany, the Rev. Jessica 
Schaap, the Rev. Sharon Smith, Wilna Parry and Sylvia Enga (Artaban board member) began their day at camp. PHOTOS Nancy Farris
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St. Augustine’s Anglican Church in Vancouver’s Marpole 
neighbourhood is one of the westside’s most enduring 
parishes. The parish has a long-standing tradition of wel-
coming and helping their neighbours. This commitment to 
compassionate service in one of wealthy Vancouver’s most 
economically disenfranchised areas has only grown in recent 
years. St. Augustine’s has been a place where folks can enjoy 
a hearty, healthy breakfast, sit down in community for a 
delicious plated dinner and browse racks of good quality 
donated clothing. With the covid-19 pandemic, ministry 
like everything else in our lives has had to adjust and St. 
Augustine’s has taken on a new role in their service. 

Vicar of St. Augustine’s, the Rev. Katherine Hough 
(who was installed at the start of the pandemic, March 
9, 2020) welcomed diocesan communications, allowing 
us to get a first-hand look at the current process of food 
distribution, and she took some time to participate in the 
following interview.

Q. Please tell us a little about the history of the relationship between 
Marpole Neighbourhood House and St. Augustine’s.
A. When the Greater Vancouver Food Bank (GVFB) closed 
its satellite sites (St. Augustine’s being one of them) at 
the start of the pandemic, the Marpole Neighbourhood 
House (MNH) stepped in to provide groceries. This is 
food provided by the GVFB and other donors distributed 
by MNH staff and volunteers. St. Augustine’s and MNH 
have had a long supportive relationship with shared com-
munity services and referrals.

Q. With this new phase food distribution beginning September 3, 
please describe the Parish of St. Augustine’s role as this ministry 
continues?
A. The new Marpole Interfaith Food Hub starting up (we 
have volunteers and participation from Christian, Jewish 
and secular community groups) will see St. Augustine’s act 
as host for the programme, providing physical support/
space and volunteers. Our coordinator is Kate Malloy from 
the Kerrisdale Oakridge Marpole Community Policing 
Centre (KOMCPC).

Q. How many volunteers are involved and what are their specific 
roles?
A. We have three sets of volunteers — Wednesday morning 
our 8 – 10 volunteers unload the food, set up the space and 
begin the bagging process; Wednesday evening our 6 – 8 
volunteers complete the bagging; and Thursday morning 
our 12 volunteers distribute the food, tally numbers and 
ensure physical distancing.

Q. How has the COVID-19 pandemic affected the ministry and 
what protocols are in place? 
A. Most folks know to physically distance, but it makes 
for some interesting situations and unfortunately, we now 
require all guests to hand sanitize and wear a mask prior to 
entering the hall to receive their groceries. All volunteers 
must wear gloves and masks while in the building. This is 
very different from the protocols when the GVFB used the 
space. We also must ensure everything is sanitized pre and 
post food distribution. The affect on our ministry is the 
increased numbers we see due to increased food insecurity 
in the neighbourhood. Most of our guests are seniors but 
we are noticing an increase in singles and foreign students 
needing food.

Q. How did you find the diocesan approval process to move toward 
in-person attendance and pick-up?
A. The approval process was simple. We already have 
approval for our Bagged Meal Programme and simply 
expanded to include food distribution.

Q. Do you have a sense of how many in the Marpole community 
and beyond are benefitting from this ministry?
A. Our first day saw over 140 individuals or families receive 
groceries. The last day the MNH distributed food (August 
18) over 180 people received food. We expect to reach and 
exceed that number here in this refreshed process as guests 
adjust to the new location and the need for food increases.

Q. As this is the Marpole Interfaith Food Hub, is it connected to 
other not-for-profits and faith communities?
A. The Shalom Temple, St. Vartan’s Armenian Apostolic 
Church of Vancouver and KOMCPC are partners with St. 
Augustine’s along with the MNH (they have offered some 
financial assistance as we will need to purchase some of 
the food we distribute (for example: milk). The Westside 
Neighbourhood Ministry (Anglican) and the Union Gospel 
Mission (Kits Cares Café) are supporters. We will also be 
receiving food donations from the Lotus Light Charity in 
the near future.

Q. What are the plans for this ministry moving forward?
A. We will continue it as long as we have the volunteers 
and our agency agreement with the GVFB.

Q. How is the ministry funded and how can people help?
A. Volunteers are always welcome. We will accept food 
donations but remember we are feeding over 200. No 
home-cooked or canned products will be accepted. Mon-
etary donations gratefully received (we need to purchase 
grocery bags, masks, sanitizer, and specialty food items to 
supplement what we receive from the GVFB). 

We are happy to be able to host this necessary ministry 
in our hall as this fits so closely with the ongoing food 
ministry that St. Augustine’s has been known for all these 
years. W

That’s a lot of Cheerios  
• The New Marpole Interfaith Food Hub at St. Augustine’s
An interview with St. Augustine’s, Vicar, the Reverend Katherine Hough
RANDY MURRAY
Communications Officer & Topic Editor

LEFT Rev. Hough welcomes and thanks the volunteers. MIDDLE That’s a lot of Cheerios. RIGHT And with Cheerios one needs milk. PHOTOS Randy Murray

Physically distanced line outside of the church at 10am. PHOTO Randy Murray

Kate surveys the scene prior to organizing the bags. PHOTO Randy Murray

LEFT Bags have been made ready for distribution by the Wednesday night volunteer crew. RIGHT The first cohort of volunteers. PHOTOS Randy Murray

Kate and Katherine post signage at the pick-up tables. PHOTO Randy Murray

LEFT All hands are on deck to prepare all the goods for distribution as the opening time nears. RIGHT Garden fresh produce to be included in the bags. PHOTOS Randy Murray
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Holy Spirit Revitalization 100
RANDY MURRAY
Communications Officer & Topic Editor

On Sunday, September 13, 2020, Archbishop Melissa Skel-
ton made her first archiepiscopal parish visit to participate 
in an in-person worship since March of 2020.

The visit was to Holy Spirit in Whonnock, a parish 
situated in the riverside community on Highway 7 between 
Maple Ridge and Mission.

Although the sky was dark and eerie, (the results of the 
smoke from the forest fires blowing north from Oregon and 
Washington) the mood at Holy Spirit was bright and sunny. 

Physical distancing, contact tracing, and the “asking 
of the covid-19 questions” as well as the ubiquitous tem-
perature taking were all diligently adhered to and skilfully 
administered by Mimi at a greeting table located in the 
courtyard between the church and hall before worship.

The nave was filled to “covid-19 protocol” capacity 
primarily by “bubbles”; couples and family groups of three 
to six in number. 

The vicar of the parish, the Rev. Miranda Sutherland 
presided at the Eucharist; the Rev. Maggie Cole was Deacon 
of the Word; parish musician, Sanne Heaven led the music 
in worship playing hymn tunes on the keyboard and on 
violin; People’s Warden, Tom Kerr, ODNW helped host 
the morning’s activities; Jean Davidson was the MC of the 
Launch of Holy Spirit’s Centennial Celebration of Ministry 
in our Beautiful Church Building with the Unveiling of the 
100th Anniversary Banner, post worship event; and Deborah 
Sproule was the intercessor and supervised and participated 
in the assembling of the bag lunches that were consumed 
in the parking lot after the gathering in the sanctuary. 

The preacher for the Eucharist was Archbishop Skelton 
and taking the Gospel, Matthew 18:21-35 for her text she 
explored forgiveness and what Jesus is saying to us through 
Peter’s question: “Lord, if another member of the church 
sins against me, how often should I forgive? As many as 
seven times?” Before examining why forgiveness is so im-
portant in our life with God and with one another (and 
also connecting the messaging in the other two readings: 
Exodus 14:19-31 and Romans 14:1-12, the Archbishop listed 
what “forgiveness is not” and then offered some suggestions 
about what “forgiveness is about.” The Archbishop said:

And so, my friends, what is forgiveness all about and 
what is not forgiveness? And why, why, why is forgiveness 
so important to our life in God and with one another? 
What makes it such a vital part of the fullness of life to 
which Jesus calls us? 

So, let’s start with what forgiveness is not: 

 • Forgiveness is not about forgetting, that is, it does not mean  
  pretending something hasn’t happened to us or expecting  
  ourselves to have a kind of amnesia about it.

 • Forgiveness is not about dismissing, that is, pretending  
  that something that has happened is inconsequential or  
  insignificant when in reality it’s a big deal to us.

 • Forgiveness is not about condoning, that is, it does not mean  
  approving of the hurtful thing that has happened.

Archbishop Skelton is presented with gifts. PHOTO Randy Murray

Folks in the nave in their bubbles before worship. PHOTO Randy Murray

Parish Musician, Sanne Heaven. PHOTO Randy Murray

Tom Kerr, ODNW leads Psalm 114. PHOTO Randy Murray

Administering the Body of Christ. PHOTO Randy Murray

COVID 19 precautions and protocol check in. PHOTO Randy Murray

Jean displays a “100” Poster. PHOTO Randy MurrayUnfurling the banner. PHOTO Randy Murray

CONTINUED ON PAGE 7
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1 Archbishop Skelton’s sermon in video, audio and text is 
available online at https://www.vancouver.anglican.ca/podcasts/
media/2020-09-13-all-is-forgiven-i-love-you

 • Finally, forgiveness is not the same thing as reconciliation in  
  that forgiveness does not necessarily require the knowledge  
  or the participation of the one being forgiven.

If these things are not what forgiveness is about, what is 
forgiveness all about? 

Someone, speaking about person-to-person forgiveness 
put it this way: 

“Forgiveness is an unconditional gift given to one who (we 
believe) does not deserve it. It is a person’s merciful response to 
someone who has unjustly hurt him or her. In forgiving, a per-
son ultimately let’s go of negative feelings (such as resentment), 
negative thoughts (such as harsh judgments), and negative 

Al fresco parking lot lunch. PHOTO Randy Murray

PHOTOS Submitted by Heather Luccock, ODNW

The new font at St. Catherine’s, Capilano in North Vancou-
ver’s Edgemont Village neighbourhood is a stunning piece 
of art. The large glass bowl has a whale design sandblasted 
into it. It is one of a series of such bowls some of which were 
commissioned for churches in Texas as baptismal fonts. The 
bowl was donated to St. Catherine’s by Kelsey, the daughter 
of Jacqui Smart. This large kiln-formed bowl with a whale 
design etched on the bottom was crafted by a team of in-
credible artists, under the supervision of multi-discipline 
artist and Lower Mainland resident, David Danchuk. 

The stand on which the glass bowl rests was carved 
by the well-known First Nations carver Jim Charlie. Jim 
was born in North Vancouver in 1967, and currently lives 
on First Nations land in the Village of Capilano near the 
Lions Gate Bridge. He is a member of the Squamish Na-
tion, which is part of the Coast Salish people. Jim has been 
carving since he was a child. He comes from a long line 
of First Nations artists and carvers. His grandfather was 
Dominic Charlie, a highly regarded carver. He was men-
tored by some of the most highly respected First Nations 
artists. His great-grandparents were Joe and Mary Capilano 
and Mary Ann and Jericho Charlie. 

In addition to selling his art in many galleries in the 
Vancouver area, Jim creates commissioned works. A totem 
pole he carved is in Switzerland commissioned by a Swiss 
client and he is currently working on a coffee table for a 
customer who wants four bears as legs looking into a pool 
of salmon. He says he would love to carve more fonts (ours 
was his first commissioned font) and someday would love 
to carve a lectern or a pulpit!

Jim was fortunate to find a piece of rare Yellow Cedar 
for the font. He says this also makes our font unique as 
such wood is hardly ever found.

It was important to St. Catherine’s that our font have a 
Salish design to honour the Salish people of the Squamish, 
Musqueam and Tsleil-Waututh Nations on whose land our 
church sits.

Jim chose the salmon because the Salish people believe 
that the salmon have a spirit which is sent by the Creator to 
nourish us. He also researched the fish symbol in Christian-
ity and looked at Anglican traditions and found that fish 

New Font for St. Catherine’s, Capilano 
First Nations carver, Jim Charlie creates a beautiful work of art
LINDA K. ROBERTSON, ODNW
St. Catherine’s, Capilano

were an important symbol in the early Christian Church. 
Jim was raised in the Catholic Church and is now a Baptist.

There are two salmon carved on each side of the font 
for a total of eight. The number eight in Christianity 
symbolizes new creation and a new beginning. Eight is 
also the symbol of Infinity representing the infinite energy 
and love of God. 

Jim says he carved one salmon swimming up and the 
other one swimming down so that they are flowing up and 
down around the font like a piece of music.

Jim says that his art is not his. “I let the Creator guide 
me and the Creator’s Spirit flows through my hands.” He 
is a deeply spiritual person honouring both the Christian 
and Squamish traditions.

St. Catherine’s is blessed to have such a stunning piece 
of art carved by an outstanding Squamish artist. W

Holy Spirit Revitalization 100

behavior (such as revenge-seeking) toward the person who we 
believe created injury. 

And, if we are able to go to the next level, that of reconciliation, 
in reconciliation the person doing the forgiving actually replaces 
those negative things with more positive feelings, thoughts, and 
behavior toward the person who has injured him or her.” 1

During the Eucharist, Rev. Sutherland, masked and always 
aware of physical distancing administered the Body of 
Christ to the congregation. 

The post worship event celebrated the launch of Holy 
Spirit’s “Revitalization” to honour their centennial in 2021. 
In a letter to diocesan clergy on September 16, Archbishop 

Skelton had this to say about the program:

“Miranda Sutherland and the lay leaders at Holy Spirit are 
determined to use this upcoming year to develop the parish’s 
profile in the community and to increase the number of those 
within the parish’s orbit. As a part of this effort, the parish 
will be engaging in a variety of activities all having to do with 
100: 100 books donated, 100 trees planted, etc.”

The launch event also included the distribution of cer-
tificates to every member of the parish recognizing their 
commitment to participate in the 100 programme. And 
there was also a fond farewell to Archbishop Skelton who 
retires February 28, 2021, that included gifts and the read-
ing of a tribute written by Rev. Sutherland, read by Chris 
Mellalieu accompanied by Sanne Heaven playing Red River 
Valley on the violin.

From our country dear Bishop, you are leaving 
We shall miss your bright eyes and your smile 
You have Shepherded us for seven years 
We thank God for ministry to us here.

As you go from our beautiful Province, 
And our diocese of New Westminster, 
May you always remember our little parish, 
And you friends of Holy Spirit Church.

Praise God; Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 
For your faithfulness to God’s call, 
To serve in God’s kingdom for ever, 
May your future in God’s service by blessed.

The inside event concluded with a word of thanks from 
People’s Warden, Tom Kerr, ODNW and then everyone 
convened out in the parking lot for a physically distanced 
al fresco lunch. W

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6
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in memoriam

“What’s that you’ve got there?” I said, point-
ing to the oversized hi-ball style glass con-
taining an icy multi-coloured liquid cradled 
in the large hand of a tall rangy well-dressed 
man who was taking me and some of our 
friends out for a Christmas lunch.

“It’s a Negroni,” he said. “The quality of 
the food at an Italian restaurant can often 
be ascertained by the character and depth 
of the Negroni.” 

“Sounds good!” I ordered one, which was 
in fact my first. 

The person who I am referring to was my 
friend, and his name, John Lyndon Grove, 
ODNW, a brilliant writer, broadcaster, 
journalist, creative director, and interviewer. 
He was a loving husband, father, brother, 
uncle, grandfather and great-grandfather 
and also a thoughtful, faithful and commit-
ted Christian who selflessly shared his great 
talent and his huge heart to the benefit of 
the Anglican Church and its lay and clergy 
membership for his entire life.

Lyndon died peacefully at home on Fri-
day, August 21, 2020, with family present. 
His children took turns holding his hands 
and reading him Compline throughout 
the night.

Here are two paragraphs from the 
bio/obit assembled by his family that was 
printed in the Funeral Mass bulletin:

Predeceased by his wife Marion and daughter 
Mala (Don), he leaves rich memories for his 
children Deborah (Dave), Christopher (Kim) 
and Peter (Susan), grandchildren Emily 
(Trish), Mike (Jocelyn), Helen (Darren) and 
Alexandra, and greatgrandchildren Finn, Jack, 
Molly and Xavier. Sharing in the memories 
are his sister Tanyss (Brian), nieces Jacqueline 
(David), Christine (James), nephew Ben 
(Monika) and great-nephew Jacob. Lyndon 
was enormously proud of his family and gener-
ous in his praise of all of them. 

Lyndon began his life in Moose Jaw, Saskatch-
ewan, being born on December 31: New 
Year’s Eve. When festivities rang out around 
the world, he often remarked that the whole 
world was celebrating his birthday. 

In 2012 he was invested into the Order of 
the Diocese of New Westminster and his 
brief citation read:

Mr. John Lyndon Grove,  
St. Margaret of Scotland 
Lyndon has served St. Margaret of Scotland, 
Christ the King and the former St. Andrew’s in 
Burnaby and he is the writer of Pacific Pilgrims 
the diocesan centennial history, published in 
1979. Lyndon has served on both diocesan and 
parish committees and he continues to be a true 
blessing to our church.

Among his huge list of accomplishments 
Lyndon Grove was the Editor of Topic, 
the publication of the diocese of New 
Westminster from 1976 – 1984. Serving 
at the “pleasure of the Archbishop” (and 
in this case it was really at the “command” 
of Archbishop David Somerville). Lyndon, 
building on the great work of his dear 
friend Conrad Guelke, ODNW shredded 
the concept of a diocesan newsletter and 
spent his eight plus years (it is important to 
note that Lyndon’s contributions to Topic 
and diocesan communications continued 
up until 2019) pursuing substantial stories 
and controversial subjects during a time 

John Lyndon Grove, ODNW
December 31, 1932 – August 21, 2020

Kindness, Humour, Humanity, Intelligence, Spirituality  
& Oh Boy! Could He Write!
RANDY MURRAY
Communications Officer & Topic Editor

when the Anglican Church was experienc-
ing tremendous change. He was the last 

“volunteer” editor to hold the office as it 
was and is unlikely that anyone with that 
level of skill and commitment could ever 
follow Lyndon. We were so glad to be able 
to complete and publish the Topic 50th an-
niversary issue in February 2020, as this was 
a project that Lyndon although well into 
his 80s had championed with tremendous 
energy. His planning with Conrad of the 
overall project and his contributions to the 
actual publication were the backbone of 
the piece. Taking Chances, the article that 
he wrote about his time as editor was titled 
perfectly and can be found on page 9 of 
that special issue. 

When I began here as Communications 
Officer and Editor of Topic in 2009, he con-
tacted me and having much in common and 
a similar outlook on a number of subjects, 
pastimes and issues, we became friends. We 
didn’t meet in person very often (I would 
frequently see him at Christ Church Cathe-
dral) nor did we talk on the phone much (al-
though there were some memorable phone 
conversations) but we did communicate 
through email and the arrival of a Lyndon 
Grove email in my inbox would brighten my 
day, often inspired me and always made me 
think more deeply about my role as a Chris-
tian communicator. He always addressed me 
in the salutation as “Esteemed Editor” and I 
always addressed him as “Sensei” (although 
now I must admit that the password I’d 
created for him to allow access to diocesan 
comms posts online was borrowed from his 
usual self-description, “inkstainedwretch”). 
He had an open invitation from me to con-
tribute to Topic which he did periodically for 
the next ten years. We shared a love of irony, 
jazz (be-bop and post-bop mostly), the CFL 
(when the league switched a few years ago to 
airing three games on a Saturday we’d tease 
each other about having square eyes from 
ten hours of CFL), gastronomy, literature 
(from comic books to pulp detective novels 
to Hemingway, Dickens and beyond), the-
atre, memorabilia, both of us had worked in 
radio and both of us really love being “dads.” 
He would often when inspired to write send 
me rich and juicy stories of his career in 

Lyndon interviewing Canon Herb O’Driscoll, July 2017. PHOTO Randy Murray

“Life is a great surprise.  
I don’t see why death  

should not be  
an even greater one.” 

Vladimir Nabokov

“We are an idea  
in the mind of God,  

in the process of unfolding.” 
Malcolm Miner

Lyndon’s “pro” headshot. PHOTO Submitted

Lyndon in November 2012 after being invested into the Order 
of the Diocese of New Westminster. PHOTO Submitted

broadcasting and advertising. 
It is fitting that the news of his death was 

communicated to me by the Rev. Canon 
Herbert O’Driscoll who was Rector of 
Christ Church Cathedral, Vancouver and 
Dean of the diocese of New Westminster 
during Topic’s first decade. 

In the email thread that I received that 
announced the sad news, Canon O’Driscoll 
had written this to his friend Ian:

For both of us this (Lyndon’s death) is what I 
call a Heraclitus moment. First thought that 
came was to realize that he was one of God’s 
magnificent jesters. 

If anyone had said this to him, he would of 
course have dismissed it, well, with a jest, and 
would have refused to believe it for a moment. 

A moment with CSL (Lewis), from Letters to 
Malcolm, chapter 22 comes to mind.

“Then the new earth and sky, the same yet not 
the same as these, will rise in us as we have 
risen in Christ. And once again, after who 
knows what aeons of the silence and the dark, 
the birds will sing and the waters flow, and 
lights and shadows move across the hills, and 
the faces of our friends laugh upon us with 
amazed recognition.

Guesses of course, only guesses. If they are not 
true, something better will be. For we know 
that we shall be made like Him, for we will 
see Him as He is.”

On Monday, August 24, I sat at the com-
puter, went through Topic files, and found 
the pieces that he’d written from 2010 to 
2019 and created a special file. 

I am pretty sure whenever I dine in 
an Italian restaurant (well one that has 
positioned itself as a place that has mas-
tered the cuisine as opposed to Me n’ Ed’s 
Pizza — {which I do highly recommend but 
I must admit I don’t know if they serve Ne-
gronis}) I will continue to order a Negroni. 
Not only because it is the perfect beginning 
to an Italian dinner but because I will always 
want to test my friend’s statement, which 
for the record so far is accurate. I will order 
one in his memory and I will remember 
him, and I will smile. “Saluti!” 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 9
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A celebration of Lyndon’s life in the form of an Anglican 
Requiem Mass took place at Christ Church Cathedral on 
Saturday, August 29. Many of his family were in attendance 
along with approximately 20 friends and admirers. Of 
course, in non-covid-19 times this full Funeral Eucharist 
would’ve had a very large congregation. 

The Celebrant was the Rev. Marnie Peterson and the 
Very Rev. Peter Elliott returning to Christ Church Cathe-
dral for the first time since his retirement September 30, 
2019, was the preacher. 

Lyndon’s friends and family offered readings and re-
membrances, a quartet composed of members of Cathedral 
Choir led the music in worship under the guidance of the 
Cathedral’s organist and Director of Music, Rupert Lang, 
and a jazz trio — saxophone, piano and bass — played a 
number of Lyndon’s favourites from Rogers and Hart to 
Charlie Parker. The postlude was a wonderful version of 
Bill Evans’ 1961 composition, Waltz for Debby.

Prior to sharing the selected reading from the epilogue 
of Shakespeare’s The Tempest, Ian Alexander had this to say 
about his long time friend:

“He was quietly spiritual, gravely courtly, and very, very funny. 
He was a role model of good manners, courtesy, generosity, and 
genuine other-centeredness.”

Lyndon’s bio/obit in the Funeral Mass bulletin ended with 
quotes that he had chosen by Malcolm Miner and Vladimir 
Nabokov which are included on the previous page. W

St. David’s parishioner John Horton was one of 13 ac-
complished British Columbians to be appointed to the 
Order of British Columbia. Recipients of the province’s 
highest form of recognition were announced on BC Day, 
by Lieutenant Governor, the Honourable Janet Austin, 
Chancellor of the Order. 

As vice-regal representative of Her Majesty the Queen, 
and Chancellor of the Order, Her Honour welcomed the 
new members to the Order and said that to recognize these 
remarkable people who are changing our communities for 
the better in many ways, was an honour of great personal 
significance to her. 

The Biblical words, “They that go down to the seas in 
ships, that do business in great waters,” might once have 
been the mantra of John Malcolm Horton, a man whose 
lifelong fascination with the maritime world is exemplified 
in countless numbers of ways. 

Horton’s incredible ability to combine his love of the 
sea, his seamanship, his historical knowledge and his ar-
tistic talent, has given British Columbians, and others, a 
lasting legacy.

John Horton is a humble and generous soul who uses 
his God-given gifts to serve and enrich the lives of those 
around him. Be it his skill as a marine artist, as a commis-
sioned designer of a Royal Mint nautical commemorative 
coin, volunteer historian and lecturer, captaincy of his 52' 
0", self-owned Delta Lifeboat (previously named Artist’s Life 
and the Steveston Lifeboat) for volunteer service with the 
Canadian Lifeboat Institute (CLI), or passing his sailing 
expertise on to others, John continues to multi-task to the 
benefit of all. 

Since joining the Canadian Marine Rescue Auxiliary in 
1979, John’s main focus has been assisting the Native and 
Commercial Fisheries in BC, although he obviously helps 
any mariner in distress. Volunteering under the Auxiliary 
flag, John has helped save many lives while responding to 
a wide-range of marine-type incidents. He has assisted in 
the rescue of hundreds of recreational and working ves-
sels either disabled, taking on water, lost in fog, aground, 
sinking, on fire or experiencing engine trouble, not to 
mention persons lost overboard. Escorting deep-sea ships, 
tugs, barges and ferries, has also figured prominently in the 
work of Delta Lifeboat. 

In 1988, Horton began volunteering with the Canadian 
Lifeboat Institute’s Search and Rescue Service (SAR) — a 
not-for-profit registered charity that provides non-govern-
ment-supported search and rescue assistance in Fraser River 
Estuary and Gulf of Georgia waters. It was from the CLI 
base in Steveston that John began training volunteers to 
be competent crew members. 

The value of the Delta Lifeboat and its volunteer crew 
in patrolling the fishing fleet during the native and com-

mercial fisheries seasons cannot by over-estimated. Nor has 
the City of Richmond’s recognition of John Horton as a 
notable marine artist been overlooked. His commissioned 
painting, Arrival of SV Titania in Steveston Harbour in 1889, 
is hung in Richmond City Hall as part of the City’s public 
art collection, inspired by the Canada 150 project. More 
recently, John donated his painting Arrival at Port Guichon 
to the City of Delta for permanent display at Delta Cultural 
Centre. At that time, he was presented with a Friends of 
Heritage Award in recognition of his dedication to further-
ing awareness of the area’s maritime history. 

It was three years ago, that CLI entered a new partner-
ship agreement with the City of Delta to provide a volunteer 
SAR response in all waterways around Delta. On August 
19, 2017, the Steveston Lifeboat was repositioned to the new 
Lifeboat Station at Ladner Harbour and with due ceremony 
officially renamed the Delta Lifeboat. Captain Horton and 
the Delta Lifeboat continue to be a resource in support of 
Native and Commercial Fisheries, Commercial shipping, 
and pleasure craft community, as well as being available to 
local Police, Fire and Ambulance services.

Tsawwassen Parishioner Receives BC’s Highest Honour
ELIZABETH MURRAY, ODNW
St David’s, Delta

John Lyndon Grove, ODNW
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 8

John gained his deep respect for the dangers faced by 
commercial fishermen world-wide during his service with 
the Royal Navy’s British Fishery Protection Squadron in 
the late 1950s. The seamanship and search and rescue skills 
achieved at that time are used by him to this day.

Horton’s numerous commissions from the Royal 
Canadian Mint are another facet of his incredible talent. 
The 2018 collector coin marking the 240th anniversary of 
Captain Cook’s arrival at Nootka Sound shows Horton’s 
depiction of Cook, his two ships Resolution and Discovery, 
and a Nuu-chah-nulth canoe.

A founding member of the Canadian Society of Marine 
Artists (CSMA) and the Federation of Canadian Artists 
(FCA), John’s interest in the exploration and develop-
ment of Canada’s West Coast prompted him to produce 
more than 60 historical paintings depicting the nautical 
voyages of both Captain James Cook and Captain George 
Vancouver. The educational value of his collection in the 
form of illustrated lectures has been shared by many diverse 
groups. W

Promoting CLI with his Christmas cards sales at St. David’s Christmas Craft Fair. 
PHOTO Submitted by Mary Horton & Elizabeth Murray

Captain Horton in the wheelhouse of Delta Lifeboat, Sea Sunday, on October 17, 
2017. PHOTO Submitted by Mary Horton & Elizabeth Murray

Captain John Horton directing crew while manoeuvring the Delta Lifeboat in Ladner Harbour on August 19, 2017. PHOTO Submitted by Mary Horton & Elizabeth Murray
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Collation & Institution of the Dean of the Diocese
RANDY MURRAY
Communications Officer & Topic Editor

On Saturday, September 12, 2020, at approximately 10am 
in the sanctuary of Christ Church Cathedral during a 
Celebration of the Eucharist, Dean-designate, the Rev. 
Christopher A. Pappas was collated and instituted the 
10th Dean of the diocese of New Westminster. He was 
appointed by Archbishop Melissa Skelton. The last time 
this took place in our diocese was 26 years ago when the 
Very Rev. Peter Elliott who was appointed by the previous 
dean,  Bishop Michael Ingham was collated and instituted. 

The Very Rev. Christopher A. Pappas was inducted by 
Archbishop Skelton as Rector of Christ Church Cathedral 
on June 28, 2020.

The Collation and Institution was part of the Holy 
Eucharist being celebrated at the beginning of the annual 
day long Retreat for Diocesan Council. Chaired by Arch-
bishop Skelton, Diocesan Council is the governing body 
of the diocese of New Westminster. Twenty members of 
Council were present for this the first in-person gathering 
of the group since March of 2020.

At the Eucharist, Archbishop Skelton presided and 
preached. Executive Archdeacon, the Ven. Douglas Fenton 
in his other role as Archdeacon of Vancouver received the 
Deed of Appointment from Rev. Pappas and installed him 
in his “stall in the Quire and as Chair of the Cathedral 
Chapter, and with all rights and privileges.” Chancellor 
of the Diocese, George Cadman, QC, ODNW “declared 
that Rev. Pappas is admitted to the office of Dean of the 
diocese of New Westminster with all its privileges and 
honours.” Christopher Athan Pappas is now The Very 
Reverend Christopher Athan Pappas, Dean of the diocese 
of New Westminster.

Archbishop Skelton took the Gospel for her text, Luke 
6: 43-49 commonly referred to as “A Tree and Its Fruit” and 

“Build Your House on the Rock.”
She began her sermon saying:

“Houses and trees. Yes, it can sometimes take more than one 
image to express the fullness of what Jesus is trying to say both 
to his disciples and to all of us who listen to his words. Houses 
and trees.

And like all images, these two images — houses and trees — can 
trigger memories in us almost before the images get out of 
Jesus’ mouth.”

Archbishop Skelton reflected on personal experience con-
nected to the passage and related to our current situation as 
Christians and church folks during this unprecedented time. 
Toward the end of her sermon she directed her message 
to the two major events taking place on that day at Christ 
Church Cathedral and what they may mean for the future:

“Today we embark on a pretty unusual year — a year of con-
tinuing pandemic with this Council working on how best to 
support the entire diocese — a year of Episcopal transition with

The Dean-designate, the Chancellor of the Diocese and the Archdeacon of Burrard stand before the Archbishop and the Archdeacon of Vancouver as the Collation and Institution of the Dean begins. PHOTO Randy Murray

LEFT Peter Bailey, Diocesan Council Lay Archdeaconry Representative for Lougheed shares the Old Testament reading. MIDDLE Archbishop Skelton was the preacher.  
RIGHT Chancellor of the Diocese, George Cadman, QC, ODNW declared that Rev. Pappas is admitted to the office of Dean of the diocese of New Westminster with all its 
privileges and honours. PHOTOS Randy Murray

The Ven. Douglas Fenton in his other role as Archdeacon of Vancouver installs Rev. Pappas in his “stall in the Quire and as Chair of the Cathedral Chapter, and with all rights 
and privileges.” PHOTO Randy MurrayCONTINUED ON PAGE 15
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all the surrounding dynamics, with this Council continuing 
to do its work in the midst of a significant change. And, of 
course, right along with these two things, we have a new Rec-
tor of Christ Church Cathedral who will become the Dean of 
the Diocese today.

With all these challenges and changes, it would be easy to think 
we should postpone acting on anything of significance, thinking 
that there will be a later time, a better time, to act — you know, 
after the new bishop is consecrated or welcomed, after the new 
dean is better oriented, after we learn even more about the 
effect of the pandemic on our parishes and people. 

Some of this makes sense. At the same time, however, I believe 
that it is not accidental that we have been given this passage 
for today, a passage about the importance of taking action. For 
taking action is not only an organic expression of a healthy 
fruitfulness in Christ but it also, as our passage says, can 
strengthen our foundation which will sustain us when more 
challenges come along and when more changes come our way.”

In addition to Council members (some of whom partici-
pated in the worship), Cathedral Deacon, the Rev. Jeffrey 
Preiss was Deacon of the Word and Table, the regional 
archdeacons were present and seated in their stalls in the 

“Quire” and three of the Cathedral’s parish officers, who 
were members of the canonical committee that led in the 
search that resulted in the appointment of Dean Pappas 
were present among the limited in-person worshippers. 
The Rector of St. James’ and Archdeacon of Burrard, the 
Ven. Kevin Hunt also participated in the Collation and 
Institution.

Reflecting on the experience of the Collation and In-
stitution, Archbishop Skelton said:

“It was a (physically distanced) experience of exhilaration for me 
to collate Chris as the new Dean of the Diocese. Chris has a real 
sensitivity to the broader diocesan picture, and so it is a right, 
good and a joyful thing to see him finally take on this role.” W

Regional ODNW Investitures  
& Diocesan Confirmation Services Cancelled
By the time that this November issue of Topic reaches 
homes and parishes, the weekend nearest the Feast of All 
Saints, November 1 (when new members to the Order of 
the Diocese of New Westminster are customarily invested) 
will have already taken place, however, it is important to 
share with Topic readers who may not be regular consum-
ers of digital online communications information about 
diocesan worship and events. 

In early September, given the continuing rise in the 
number of cases of covid-19 and the age of many who 
will be ODNW recipients this year, and in consultation 
with the Re-opening Team, the lay leaders of the diocese, 
the Archdeacons, and the Dean of the diocese, Archbishop 
Skelton decided not to go ahead with the regional ODNW 
inductions as previously planned and also outlined in the 
September/October issue of Topic on page 10. Priests-in-
charge and their parishes are empowered to invest their 
nominees in their parishes, with parish leadership getting 
to choose the way they will do this, in a way that works 
best for the parish and for their nominee.

In the communique from Archbishop Skelton contain-

ing the announcement of the change in plans, parishes 
were asked to take a picture of the nominee wearing their 
medal and send it to the Synod Office immediately after 
their investiture. These pictures will be a part of the story 
that will be shared on the diocesan website and in Topic. 
These photos with the Citations will likely be printed in 
the January issue. 

The two diocesan Confirmation services scheduled for 
September 27 and October 25 at Christ Church Cathedral 
in downtown Vancouver were also cancelled due to the rise 
in covid-19 infections. Archbishop Skelton in consulta-
tion with Synod staff and diocesan leadership determined 
that gathering even a small group of people from diverse 
regions and “bubbles” at a place with which many visitors 
would be unfamiliar would be an unnecessary risk given 
the extremely contagious nature of the virus. Instead of 
the two diocesan services, Archbishop Skelton visited 
parishes that had a substantial number of confirmation 
candidates and confirmed them in their churches, in a 
familiar environment and observing physical distancing 
and other protocols. W

All are encouraged  
to submit letters, articles,  

reports on parish activities,  
opinion pieces, photos,  

and more for consideration  
as content for Topic

Please email  
Randy Murray at  

rmurray@vancouver.anglican.ca 
All contributions  
are appreciated 

• EDITOR •

deadline for  
topic submissions

November 22  
for the  

January 2021 issue

Collation & Institution of the Dean of the Diocese
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 14

Dean Pappas receives the Body of Christ.  
PHOTO Randy Murray

The Ven. Kevin Hunt and Dean Pappas in his cope. PHOTO Randy Murray

Jade Martin-Seedhouse, one of two Diocesan Council Youth Representatives was the 
intercessor. PHOTO Randy Murray
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Due to the pandemic restrictions in place, the September 
8, 2020 induction service was like no other held previously 
at the Lynn Valley parish — but in many ways, the simpler 
liturgy that formally installed the Rev. André Stephany as 
St. Clement’s rector was all the more meaningful for it.

While it was indeed unfortunate not to be able to invite 
more people to witness the event in person, the live stream 
of the service was well utilized and swelled the ranks of 
worshippers. 

A small procession of clergy took their places in the 
sanctuary. We were pleased to welcome: Archbishop 
Melissa Skelton; Executive Archdeacon, the Ven. Douglas 
Fenton; Archdeacon of Capilano, the Ven. Stephen Muir; 
North Vancouver Regional Dean, the Rev. Patrick Blaney; 
and, as preacher, the Rev. Helen Dunn, Vicar of Christ 
Church Cathedral, where André served as assistant curate 
following ordination.  

The induction was held on the Feast of the Nativity of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary, an occasion reflected in the read-
ings and in the Rev. Dunn’s sermon, in which she made 
reference to André’s keen eye for beauty in worship and life. 

Then followed the Covenant in Ministry, in which the 
oaths and subscriptions were administered to André as 
required by canon law. André, the congregation and guests 
were asked to make mutual vows to support the ministry 
of the parish before André was presented with the Symbols 

of the Ministry of the Whole People of God. 
The symbols — a Bible, prayer books, water, holy oil, 

bread and wine, the canons of the diocese, and the keys to 
the church — each came with a request highlighting the 
importance of various aspects of André’s ministry at St. 
Clement’s. André replied to each request with an invita-
tion for the parish to join with him in doing the work of 
God in this place. 

The Induction evening concluded with an al fresco 
gathering in the front garden, made even more special 
by the addition of fairy lights thanks to our wardens and 
hospitality team. It was a good chance to greet our guests, 
including North Vancouver RCMP Supt. Ghalib Bhayani 
who kindly joined us for the occasion and reflected after-
ward on the need to support safe and healthy communi-
ties by working together. Many people stayed behind to 
congratulate André and enjoy each other’s company around 
the St. Clement’s anchor.

Many thanks to all who worked hard to make this event 
memorable. It was a treat to have novel highlights such as 
a spoken-word hymn read by Ian Gunn and accompanied 
by Lynley Lewis on the keyboard, and a concluding hymn 
sung by Alice Battista — who was on a mic at a safe distance 
in the vestry! On behalf of St. Clement’s and its new rector, 
thank you to everyone, and a big tip of the hat to people’s 
warden, Phoebe Yong for coordinating the efforts. W

André’s Induction  
• A Lovely Production!

PEGGY TRENDELL JENSEN
Deacon, St. Clement’s, Lynn Valley

André is given a warm round of applause after he is formally inducted as St. 
Clement’s new rector. PHOTO Submitted by Peggy Trendell-Jensen & Amer Ayoub

Ian Thomas, member of the now-disbanded Search Committee,  
offers André the Canons of the Diocese for his reading pleasure.  
PHOTO Submitted by Peggy Trendell-Jensen & Amer Ayoub

Wardens Philip Yong and Phoebe Yong offer André the keys to the church and tell him he needs to have it 
back by morning. PHOTO Submitted by Peggy Trendell-Jensen & Amer Ayoub

André is welcomed to the North Vancouver region by regional dean, the Rev. Patrick Blaney of St. John the Evangelist.  
PHOTO Submitted by Peggy Trendell-Jensen & Amer Ayoub

Supt. Ghalib Bhayani from the North Vancouver RCMP attended the induction and tweeted out a “welcome to the community” message to André the following day.  
PHOTO Submitted by Peggy Trendell-Jensen & Amer Ayoub

Parishioners Mike Crone and Ian Gunn briefly broke the two metre COVID gap (they 
never touched) but snapped back to a Bonnie Henry-approved distance as soon as 
the shutter clicked. PHOTO Submitted by Peggy Trendell-Jensen & Amer Ayoub

Ian Thomas, Yvonne Gardner, and Wilna and Dave Parry chat with Archbishop 
Melissa in the garden. PHOTO Submitted by Peggy Trendell-Jensen & Amer Ayoub
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Celebration of a New Ministry  
on the Feast of St. Matthew
RANDY MURRAY
Communications Officer & Topic Editor

On Monday, September 21, 2020, the Feast of St. Matthew, 
Archbishop Melissa Skelton inducted the Rev. Adam Yates 
as Rector of St. Faith’s during a Liturgy of the Word service.

Adam comes to us from St. Stephen’s Church, East 
Haddam in the diocese of Connecticut in The Episcopal 
Church (USA). He arrived in Vancouver on August 31 and 
was in quarantine until September 15.

The parish did a great job of welcoming the visiting 
clergy and others. Physical distancing was maintained 
capably and comfortably.

Present and participating in the liturgy were: the 
Gathering Priest of St. Hildegard’s Sanctuary the Rev. 
Melanie Calabrigo who had been serving the community 
as priest-in-charge; the former priest-in-charge, Archdeacon 
of Granville, Stephanie Shepard was present to welcome 
the new rector to the archdeaconry; Regional Dean of 
Oakridge, the Rev. Marion Wong was present to welcome 
her new ministry colleague; Deacon of the Word was the 
Rev. Juanita Clark; Missioner for Indigenous Justice Min-
istries for the diocese of New Westminster, (Jer) Nii K’an 
Kwsdins acknowledged that the liturgy was taking place 
on the ancestral territory of the Musqueam, Tsleil-Waututh 
and Squamish First Nations; the Dean of the diocese and 
Rector of Christ Church Cathedral, the Very Rev. Christo-
pher A. Pappas was the preacher; Executive Archdeacon of 
the diocese of New Westminster, the Ven. Douglas Fenton 
administered the Oaths and Subscriptions, described how 
the process that led to the appointment of the Rev. Adam 
Yates took place and began the Covenant in Ministry.

Dean Pappas took the subject of the Feast Day being 
celebrated for his sermon focus. St. Matthew, the sinner, 
the tax collector who (as brilliantly illustrated by the Ro-
man master, Michelangelo Merisi da Caravaggio) called by 
Christ, leaves his former life amidst the “Roman money-
grabbers” and finds his true vocation following the Saviour. 
In his sermon, Dean Pappas shared this:

“A young man in formation to be a Roman priest came to the 
chapel to view this painting many years ago. He was said to 
exclaim ‘This is me a sinner, upon whom the Lord has turned 
his gaze.’ Many years later Pope Francis still considers himself 
a worthy sinner called to be God’s witness.” (Willimon)

There were approximately 40 gathered in the church with 
the three wardens and many of the parishioners who were 
present involved in the Presentation of the Symbols of 
Ministry and as contributors to other sections of the liturgy.

The Calling of St. Matthew by Caravaggio. PHOTO Randy Murray

St. Hildegard’s Sanctuary is also a community that 
worships at St. Faith’s and that community presence was 
acknowledged and included during the induction.

Here are the words that concluded Dean Pappas’ 
sermon:

“Tonight, we stand here to celebrate the induction of Adam as 
your new rector. From the land of steady habits to the land of 
unchanging habits God has brought you together. And to the 
congregation, I charge you to support Adam and to join him 
in his witness to God’s love, mercy and peace. In the midst of 
this pandemic, in the midst of all that is assaulting the people 
of this world God is wanting you together with him to be co-
creators with God and work to realize a foretaste of the future 
in the here and now. You can make the world as it is more like 
the world as it should be, the world as God dreams it.

And Adam, I charge you to…

‘Be a sinner, and let your sins be strong [or sin boldly], but let 
your trust in Christ be stronger, and rejoice in Christ who is 
the victor over sin, death, and the world.’” (Martin Luther) W

For more information about Rev. Adam Yates see page 24 of the 
September/October 2020 issue of Topic.

The new rector is greeted with applause. PHOTO Randy Murray

Missioner for Indigenous Justice Ministries for the Diocese of New Westminster, (Jer) 
Nii K’an Kwsdins acknowledging that the liturgy is taking place on the territory of 
the Musqueam, Tsleil-Waututh and Squamish First Nations. PHOTO Randy Murray

A full view of the nave and chancel during the territorial acknowledgement. PHOTO Randy Murray

LEFT The Covenant in Ministry begins. Left: wardens, Gillian McIntyre, ODNW and Pamela Sywulych, ODNW; Archdeacon Fenton; behind the Archdeacon, the Rev. Marion Wong; and Archbishop Skelton; seated on the right, the Rev. Melanie Calabrigo; warden, 
Barry McParlan; and the Rev. Adam Yates. MIDDLE The Very Rev. Christopher A. Pappas. RIGHT Filling the Font with water. The Rev. Melanie Calabrigo (left) read the passages describing the Presentations of the Symbols of Ministry. PHOTOS Randy Murray

The Rev. Adam Yates reads the Oath. PHOTO Randy Murray Gillian McIntyre, ODNW leads the prayers. PHOTO Randy Murray
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It is the Work of All of Us & How We Can Help Each Other
Interview with Jer Nii K’an Kwsdins 
RANDY MURRAY
Communications Officer & Topic Editor

During the September 9, 2020 monthly meeting of Synod 
Staff, (Jer) Nii K’an Kwsdins aka Jerry Adams announced 
during the staff check-in segment that he would be leaving 
the Synod Office at the end of September, retiring from his 
position as Missioner for Indigenous Justice Ministries, a 
part time position that began February 13, 2018.

Jerry is a member of the Nisga’a First Nation, a long 
time parishioner of St. James’, Vancouver, a teacher and for 
most of his career a counsellor, facilitator and administra-
tive leader working in the urban Indigenous community. 
Jerry developed the Urban Native Youth Association 
(UNYA) — an initiative located in the Downtown East-
side — before becoming the Executive Director of Circle of 
Eagles — a programme to assist Indigenous folks returning 
to the Community after having been incarcerated. He’s 
worked with Elders, social workers, police and others to 
form relationships and networks to foster healing, recon-
ciliation and community, and following his retirement 
from Circle of Eagles and the Vancouver Police Depart-
ment Board, Jerry agreed to share his skills and experience 
with the lay, clergy and Synod Staff of the diocese of New 
Westminster.

During the 2½ years he has developed connections with 
Indigenous leaders and groups as well as establishing the 
popular First Notions blog and op/ed series, and in-person 
programming like the annual Feasts for Connection and 
Reconciliation held at the Synod Office and the Sharing 
Our Stories guest speaker series. Well-known in diverse 
communities, Jerry’s reputation for fairness, justice and 
compassion opened many doors, creating opportunities 
for Indigenous groups not familiar with the ministry of 
the Anglican Church of Canada to connect, and in best 
case scenarios begin that ongoing journey of Reconciliation 
with one of the denominations complicit in the dark legacy 
of Indian Residential Schools. 

In recent years, Jerry, with the ongoing support of his 
spouse, Linda and their grown children has embraced his 
heritage with vigour and energy becoming a member of 
Kwhlii Gibaygum Nisga’a dance group and studying the 
Nisga’a’ language, culture and song traditions. Much of 
his study has been encouraged by his extended family 
particularly his nephew Keane Tait. 

Many thanks to Jerry for taking some time to answer 
a few questions:

Q. When did you retire as Executive Director of Circle of Eagles 
and did you think that you’d go back to work so soon? 
A. I left Circle of Eagles in December of 2017, and started 
work at the diocese of New Westminster in February 2018. 
I remember it was the day before Valentine’s Day and that 
year Ash Wednesday fell on the same day. I did not expect 
to go back to work, thinking I was going to retire and enjoy 
my new life of freedom. Executive Archdeacon Douglas 
Fenton approached me about working as the Indigenous 
Justice worker on an interim basis. 

Q. What went through your mind when senior diocesan staff ap-
proached you about initially filling the diocesan role as an interim 
and then taking the part time job without term? 
A. My thinking was that interim would be fine, and I could 
leave by summer 2018. Two and half years later I am retir-
ing again, this being my third attempt at retiring. I guess 
I have to learn how to say “no.”

Q. When you began in the position did you have a sense of how 
you would approach this ministry? 
A. I did not have a clue on how to approach the Indigenous/
Anglican relationship. But, for me it was thinking about 
who we are and what we can do to learn about and appreci-
ate each other that brought some clarity.

Jerry at his desk in the Synod Office on September 23, 2020 with one week to go. 
PHOTO Randy Murray 

Aiyansh, and he offers the Christian sacraments in both the 
Nisga’a and English language. In the Nisga’a belief system 
there is one God, and his message was communicated by 
his grandson. These similarities made Christianity easy for 
the Nisga’a to accept and make it part of their culture. In 
my experience there is no struggle between First Nations 
spirituality and Christianity — the Nisga’a people have 
blended the two. 

Q. What surprised you the most about your time on Synod Staff? 
Where do you think Indigenous Justice Ministry is headed in the fu-
ture, are there people who are going to continue your good work? 
A. It was the willingness of the diocesan clergy and lay 
leadership to give me the freedom to be a Nisga’a, and 
their hearing and listening to what I had to say as an In-
digenous person about what can be offered to the Anglican 
community. 

The future is looking a lot better because the Anglican 
community is now listening to us and asking us for direc-
tion about where to go from here for the benefit of the next 
generations. We are actually planning, and not just reacting 
to issues, but building relationships between people.

It is not about my work, but it is the work of all of us 
and how we help each other that will give us the strength 
to be one people. Many people in our churches are working 
with us and wanting to stand with us rather than telling us 
how our world should look. We have some very powerful 
Indigenous leaders in our community that are willing to 
help us move in the right direction. 

We have two good people who will take my work to 
the next step. This is a necessary move because I have gone 
as far as I can to build the beginnings of our relationships, 
and I am happy to move on.

Q. Would you like to share one or more memorable experiences 
from your time on staff? 
A. There have been many happy times! One of them is hav-
ing Indigenous Day at the office that involved inviting dif-
ferent Indigenous peoples to perform for our diocese — the 
Squamish people, Métis people, The Big Drum from the 
prairies, and of course our Nisga’a people. The Talking 
Circles were also memorable, featuring our young leaders 
who have PhDs in Archival Studies and in Education and 
in Sociology; a VPD Constable; an Indigenous author; and 
also, an Indigenous therapist, and an Indigenous Knowl-
edge Keeper. This series opened the eyes of our Anglican 
people in many ways.

Q. What’s next for Nii K’an Kwsdins? 
A. I would like to go to my home territory and learn how 
to can fish, smoke salmon and preserve other traditional 
foods that I have not learned how to do as an urban Indian. 
I used to introduce myself as “Starbucks from the Latte 
Tribe” to make fun of my urban status.

Q. Is there anything you’d like to add?
A. I would like to thank Archbishop Melissa and Archdea-
con Douglas for giving me the freedom to work toward 
building a relationship between our people and the Angli-
can Church. Also, Linda my wife, as my undying editor, 
and to you Randy for making me look good in print and 
editing my work as well. I am thankful for the generosity 
of the Synod Office staff for believing in me. We will get 
there, but with still a lot to do yet. 

T’ooyaksiy nisims. W

Q. What do think is the biggest challenge in establishing Indig-
enous Justice Ministry in a Christian denomination? 
A. I knew it would be difficult because of the lack of trust 
on either side, and the horrific history of the impact of 
residential school and churches in general on Indigenous 
people. The question went through my head of whether 
I was betraying my people by trying to build a relation-
ship between our people and the Anglican Church. I then 
thought about my grandparents, my mom and aunties and 
how devout they were as Christian people. How forgiving 
they were for losing their children and grandchildren to 
residential school, and how they still totally believed in 
God. I had to follow their lead, because no matter how 
many roadblocks were put in front of them, they believed 
in the good of mankind.

Q. How do you see First Nations spirituality and Christianity existing 
together, how does that work for you? 
A. There are many Indigenous people who are devout 
Christians. Maybe they don’t go to Anglican churches, 
but the Spirituality of many Indigenous Nations is com-
ing back and in a good way. To discover ones’ Traditions, 
Spirituality and Language is making us stronger as a people. 
We are living in two worlds and we are getting stronger as 
Indigenous people in both worlds.

I am trying to learn the Lord’s Prayer in Nisga’a, and 
using my language brings me closer to who I am as a per-
son. My cousin, the Rev. Gary Davis, is the priest in New 

The December issue of Topic will contain coverage of Jerry’s 
retirement lunch held September 30. • Editor W

Jerry as MC at the first Feast to Connect at the Synod Office, July 25, 2018.  
PHOTO Randy Murray

Linda and Jerry. PHOTO Courtesy of Jer Nii K’an Kwsdins

Jerry with the Very Rev. Peter Elliott, convening an Ecumenical meeting of First 
Nations and church leaders on February 25, 2020. PHOTO Randy Murray

The Family Adams. PHOTO Courtesy of Jer Nii K’an Kwsdins
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In July 2020, and much to the joy of Sorrento Centre staff, 
board and guests, the Centre was opened for a gradual roster 
of summer weekly bookings with reduced programming. 
The Centre was closed from March through June due to 
the covid-19 pandemic. The Centre’s executive director, 
the Rev. Michael Shapcott, office manager Darlene Jab-
bour and all of the staff worked diligently to ensure a safe 
and healthy opening for a reduced number of guests this 
summer. To quote a line from a song often sung during 
worship at the Centre, “Many the gifts, many the works...!” 
(from One Bread, One Body)

On the evening of July 20, an informative welcome 
and orientation session was given to all. The key purpose 
of the session was to alert those in attendance to the health, 
distancing, safety and hygiene protocols in place at the 
Centre, from food services, housekeeping, operations 
and programming. Physical distancing signs and vari-
ous covid-19 posters were placed in high visibility areas 
throughout the property, from the main entrance off the 
highway to the waterfront.

Kevin Zakresky, Organist and Director of Music at 
Vancouver’s St. Matthias and St. Luke Anglican Church 
was Sorrento Centre’s summer musician in residence. He 
coordinated and led the morning worship services and 
evening Compline services, as well as leading the morn-
ing Making Music sessions throughout the summer. The 
sessions consisted primarily of physically distanced music 
leadership and collaboration featuring percussion and 
rhythm instruments.

Acupuncturist Michael Cruikshanks and psychologist 

Dr. Vibeke Vaerum led a series of meditation-themed ses-
sions in the lounge of Spes Bona, the Centre’s administra-
tion building.

The children in attendance were able to enjoy many 
of the usual Sorrento Centre summer activities (although 
done differently due to covid-19) including water fun on 
the Centre’s big field, and a tour to the Centre’s farm with 
the Centre’s farmer, Gwen Dell’Anno. Various evening 
activity options were offered to guests including a campfire 
at the beach, and a storytelling evening with Secwepemc 
storyteller Kenthen Thomas.

Christ Church Cathedral, Vancouver’s new rector, the 
Rev. Christopher A. Pappas (as of September 12, the Very 
Rev.) enjoyed the week along with his family who are long 
time Sorrento Centre participants and supporters.

Dinner on the Friday was a delicious (and distanced) 
outdoor banquet which followed the closing worship 
gathering, as is customary for Friday’s during summer 
programming in non-covid times.

During the week it shone brightly (as it always does 
in the summer) at Shuswap Lake, and people on site were 
filled with joy to be present at their beloved Sorrento Centre 
during these unprecedented times, and to be spending time 
with friends and familiar faces, although much less of them, 
and much further away from each other!

Check out Sorrento Centre’s website at sorrentocentre.
ca, to learn more about upcoming programming, special 
events and more. And please consider sending the Centre 
a financial gift to help support this important ministry that 
has suffered a substantial loss of revenue. W

Sorrento Centre
Welcome To The Banquet
JANE DITTRICH
Christ Church Cathedral 

LEFT The Rev. Michael Shapcott, welcomes guests to the Monday evening orientation and welcome session. RIGHT Jane Dittrich and Kevin Zakresky, enjoy a physically 
distanced chat and wave. PHOTOS Submitted by Jane Dittrich

The wooden staircase to and from the Centre’s Shuswap Lake waterfront.  
PHOTO Submitted by Jane Dittrich

LEFT The Spes Bona building and the new rock garden. MIDDLE TOP Kevin Zakresky gives siblings James and Emma 
 (great-grandchildren of Herbert O’Driscoll) drumming lessons at their cabana. PHOTOS Submitted by Jane Dittrich

MIDDLE BOTTOM The soon-to-be Dean, Christopher A. Pappas prepares S’Mores.  
RIGHT A Sorrento Centre/Shuswap Lake sunset. PHOTOS Submitted by Jane Dittrich

The Sorrento logo poster with COVID-19 info attached.  
PHOTO Submitted by Jane Dittrich
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Maybe it was the strong red writing across 
page one of his war service file that did it:

“Struck off the strength Medically Unfit 14th 
December 1916 By Order of Special Medical 
Board.”

For 19-year-old Frederick Ramsey, a British-
born bank clerk living with his immigrant 
parents in Brandon, Manitoba and serving 
with the 99th Manitoba Rangers civilian 
militia, signing up for the Great War on 
February 28, 1916, would surely have been 
an invigorating mix of high-minded duty 
and lower-minded adventure.

But after an attack of myalgia that Sep-
tember and then two weeks in a field hos-
pital with rheumatism in October, young 
Frederick found himself back home before 
he’d even finished basic training. The army 
didn’t want him.

So — maybe — it was the memory of 
that rejection, the sense of a job not done, 
that helped the Rev. Fred Ramsey, rector of 
St. Stephen’s, West Vancouver, middle-aged 
and married with two teenage children, 
to decide, in 1941, to join the Canadian 
Chaplain Service.

Rev. Ramsey spent the better part of 
the next four years as an army chaplain, in 
England and then across the Channel as 
Canadian troops moved north from their 
1944 Normandy D-Day landing to final 
victory in Holland.

A newspaper article announcing his 
appointment as rector of St. George’s, 
Vancouver (that parish merged with St. 
Mark’s, Kitsilano in 2016 and is now St. 
Mary Magdalene) after his September, 1945 

Chaplain Ramsey’s Window
ANNE FLETCHER
Topic Contributor, Parishioner at Christ Church Cathedral, Vancouver

homecoming noted that Rev. Ramsey had 
visited Ypres, Arras and Vimy Ridge, sites of 
Great War battles that, but for rheumatism, 
he might have had a part in.

Along the way, from bomb-damaged 
England to the war-ravaged Continent, he 
was picking up pieces of glass, specifically 
stained glass, from shelled and broken 
churches.

Those pieces were pieced together into 
something new, as described in a 1949 
Vancouver Daily Province story by reporter 
Bruce Ramsey, Rev. Ramsey’s son.

The stained-glass mosaic window was 
unveiled at St. George’s on September 18, 
1949.

Rev. Ramsey resigned that year to take 
a job as chaplain at Shaughnessy Hospital, 
serving until his retirement in 1961. Now 
the G.F. Strong Rehabilitation Centre, 
Shaughnessy was home to injured veterans 
of both World Wars.

Rev. Ramsey died there on Novem-
ber 13, 1984, just days short of his 88th 
birthday.

His carefully collected window was 
saved when St. George’s was demolished 
in the 1990s, and then installed in the new 
church/residential complex, where it fronts 
the lounge just inside the main church door. 

The fruits of his ministry also live on in 
another, quite different way. On November 
2, 1940, at St. Stephen’s, before he left for 
war, Rev. Ramsey officiated at the marriage 
of James Sinclair and Kathleen Bernard.

The couple would become the parents 
of Margaret, in-laws of Pierre, and grand-
parents to Prime Minister Justin Trudeau. W
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around the diocese

• Climate Emergency Working Group Profile •
SUBMISSION Ann Frost 

• Holy Spirit Goes Digital • Never Discount an Idea
SUBMISSION Miranda Sutherland

In May 2019, Diocesan Synod Resolution 
8 addressed the urgent climate emergency 
facing Canada and the rest of the world. 

In January 2020, a working group was 
struck to develop concrete action plans 
around that resolution, and I had the 
pleasure of interviewing each member to 
explore how they are experiencing the com-
mittee and where they see it going with its 
recommendations.

Collectively, their responses to the first 
question were very positive. They found 
it awesome to work with such committed 
colleagues, enriching to work with people 
who see climate issues entwined with science 
and social justice, exciting that the church is 
responding to the need to bring science and 
faith together, and, perhaps the best accolade 
of all, one said it was the best committee they 
had ever been on.

When it came to the direction the committee was going, there was 
total agreement that recommendations needed to be action focused at 
the parish level, the regional level and/or diocesan wide. That even small 
changes can make a difference. They recognize the need for compassion 
and justice and that especially in this diocese we have a voice because we 
are privileged, and we must speak up on behalf of those less so.

The committee calls for ongoing dialogue within the church and be-
lieves that dialogue will lead to the potential for action by all parishioners 
because we are Christians. As Christians we need to ask why we are here 
and what we can ask of ourselves.

We need to remember that our baptismal vows call on us to care for 
God’s creation, to seek justice for all and to speak up for and try to act on 
behalf of those who are too often neglected in our own country, particu-
larly our Indigenous brothers and sisters and for others around the world.

Last November the members of Holy Spirit 
shared their vision for their precious little 
church. One of those desires was to have 
elements of worship projected on a screen. 
To be honest I received the idea but felt that 
this would be something to come a long 
time into the future. 

The idea though, for the diverse con-
gregation to have an improved quality of 
worship, stayed with me. It is challenging 
for some to turn the pages of the Book of 
Alternative Services (BAS) and the hymn 
books. covid-19 therefore shone light on 
Stan’s idea to project the components of the 
liturgy on a screen. 

I contacted clergy colleague the Rev. 
Pastor David Edgerton of St. George’s, 
Maple Ridge for guidance, as that parish 

Levi Saunders, Youth Member of Synod from Christ Church Cathedral moves 
Resolution 8 at Diocesan Synod in May 2019. PHOTO Randy Murray

BACKGROUND IMAGE Climate Crisis Tree. IMAGE wildpixel (iStock ID#1212667705)

Ann Frost (annfrost@shaw.ca) is Chair of the Social Outreach Committee  
at St. Francis-in-the-Wood, Caulfeild.

We also need to remember that our role is 
not to try to take leadership around scientific 
research and issues but while acknowledging 
the very important role that science plays 
also to look very simply at how as Christians, 
we are called to be stewards of creation itself.

With the onset of the pandemic we have 
learned how innovative we can be both in 
Canada and around the world, how rapidly 
we can come together in the best interests 
of all of us and committees like this one 
and larger organizations, again around the 
world, see this as a very positive sign for 
our abilities to address the challenges of the 
climate crisis once the covid pandemic is 
under control. As Anglicans we feel blessed 
by this awareness.

The committee includes chair: Rev. Ale-
cia Greenfield (aleciagreenfield@yahoo.ca); 
Rev. Ron Berezan (theurbanfarmer@shaw.

ca); Ms. Shirin Theophilus, ODNW (shirintheophilus@gmail.com); Mr. 
Jeddy James (jeddy.james@yahoo.ca); Rev. Liz Hamel (lizhamel604@
gmail.com); Rev. Harold Munn (haroldtmunn@gmail.com); and Rev. 
John Stephens (john.stephens@sjs.net). Their email addresses have been 
included as all are happy to respond to any questions readers might have 
about this article or any other issues involving the work of the committee.

And finally, my heartfelt thanks for the wonderful cooperation and 
input I received from all of the committee. They were a pleasure to work 
with. W

is an early adapter (in Anglican parish’s) to 
using digital technology to enhance wor-
ship both in-person and online. He was 
happy to help and arranged for technical 
director Becki Kozol to visit with me; she 
was so gracious. She brought two different 
pieces of projection equipment which we 
tested and tried. 

As we had no screen, I used my white 
chasuble, on a clothes hanger, hooked on 
a cross bar in the church. 

At the end of that meeting, after 
much moving and testing, I agreed that a 
multimedia projector and a screen would 
work just fine. You would not believe what 
happened next! Becki then said the most 
beautiful words to me, “If you want it, our 
church has agreed to give you the multime-

dia projector as we are no longer using it.” 
My eyes popped and my heart was filled 
with glee! Their church had improved their 
A/V hardware and so they were happy to 
give this projector to another parish family. 
Before we said goodbye, I prayed with Becki, 
giving thanks and blessing the precious gift. 

I later shared this news with the Council 
and parish, and all were happy. Stan’s idea 
was about to be realized. Once this was 
shared with the parish, Chris, a member, 
committed to donate and install a screen 
before the approved date to return to in-
person worship. It happened and the date 
came! 

Sunday, August 16, 2020, our parish 
returned to in-person worship (observing all 
the protocols) and thoroughly enjoyed the 

paperless experience, with all eyes pinned 
to the content on the screen, competently 
displayed by our newly trained techie, Mary. 
We also continued with a Zoom service for 
those who were unable to attend. Thanks 
be to God.

The moral of this story is “never discount 
an idea.” As a people striving to have mus-
tard seed faith, we are seeing God showing 
up in some remarkable ways and Ephesians 
3:20-21 is becoming even more meaningful 
to us here at Holy Spirit, “Now to him who 
is able to do immeasurably more than all 
we ask or imagine, according to his power 
that is at work within us, to him be glory in 
the church and in Christ Jesus throughout 
all generations, for ever and ever! Amen.” W



NOVEMBER 202018

around the diocese
• Diocesan Council Working Retreat Day for 2020 •

The last time that members of the 
2019 – 2021 Diocesan Council were in the 
same room was last March, but on Saturday, 
September 12, a good cohort of Council 
members gathered at Christ Church Ca-
thedral for the annual Diocesan Council 
Retreat Day. During Archbishop Skelton’s 
episcopacy this has been an opportunity for 
Council to get to know one another and to 
look at opportunities to assist the mission 
and ministry of the parishes and groups of 
the diocese in the coming year; to identify 
the important work of Council and to af-
firm priorities.

The 2020 version of the Council re-
treat began with Opening Worship and 
contained within that Eucharist was the 
Collation and Institution of the new Dean 
of the Diocese, the rector of Christ Church 
Cathedral, the Very Rev. Christopher A. 
Pappas.

After worship, members of Council 
gathered in the Cathedral’s Parish Hall 
where chairs and tables had been arranged 
to ensure physical distancing.

The Chancellor indicating a correct Charades (the “icebreaker” was charades) response. PHOTO Randy Murray

• Acclaimed British Author Leads Zoom Session at West Vancouver Parish •
SUBMISSION Hilary Clark

While we remain in the midst of the 
ongoing covid-19 pandemic, the Rector 
of St. Stephen’s, West Vancouver, Canon 
Jonathan LLoyd, organized a study group 
for the parish about poetry and faith held 
on Mondays under the blanket title of Cre-
ative Hour. The book being studied is The 
Splash of Words – believing in poetry by the 
Rev. Canon Mark Oakley, and on Monday, 
August 24, nine participants gathered via 
Zoom for a special hour with the author 
himself via internet from his home in Cam-
bridge, Great Britain. Mark and Jonathan 
have been friends for a long time (both 
are former archdeacons of Germany and 
Northern Europe), and Mark generously 
gave of his time to discuss his book.

Canon Mark Oakley is Dean of St. 
John’s College, Cambridge, a visiting 
lecturer in the Department of Theology 
and Religious Studies at King’s College, 
London, and the author of several books, 
among them The Collage of God. He com-
mented to the West Vancouver audience, 

“I don’t discover what I believe until I start 
to write. Writing for me is a spiritual exer-
cise.” He shared with the group the usual 
writer’s concern, “When you finish, you 
don’t want anyone to read it… you think 
it is rubbish….” so he was overwhelmed 
by the positive response to his first book 
which he wrote while on sabbatical from 
St. Paul’s Cathedral, London where he was 
Canon Chancellor. He was thrilled to win 
the 2019 Michael Ramsay prize of £10,000 
for theological writing presented by the 
Archbishop of Canterbury.

The St. Stephen’s Zoom discussion of 
The Splash of Words – believing in poetry was 
started off by Anne Morley who asked Mark 
if he was aware of a difference in tone from 
women poets. He replied, “I am attracted to 
a certain type of poem written by women, 
but really we should ‘blind read’ poets and 
see whether gender comes out. A distilling 
essence to a good poem is clarification… 
washing out your eyes a little best works 
through surprise.”

I asked Mark to expand on his breaking 
down of the roles of today’s “gods” (page 
77 – 78) as influences on today’s Christians, 
today’s churches, and “how this might begin 
to shape our language and thinking in a 
God-search.” Canon Oakley’s take on this 
involved several gods. In order, they are:

 Gloss — The goddess of beauty and surfaces.  
 She makes objects into people, and people  
 into objects, so that in her adverts you can  
 never work out if the man is having an affair  
 with the woman or with the car. 

 Obese — The god of gathering that magics  
 us into spending money we don’t have on  
 things we don’t want in order to impress  
 people we don’t like. 

 Instantaneous — The goddess of now, who  
 invents screens and devices that trick us into  
 thinking we are communicating, but which  
 actually add to our loneliness and sense  
 of isolation.

 Punch — The god of violence and division.  
 Punch is the creator of some computer  
 games, street gangs, film directors and state  
 leaders. He likes to make people yawn when- 
 ever the conversation turns to human rights,  
 responsibilities, refugees, the poor, the  
 environment, the planet’s survival and  
 equality for everyone on it — in fact anything  
 that Christians believe are close to God’s heart.  
 (The Splash of Words, page 77 – 78)

Rouve Ritson asked Mark how he selected 
the poems. He replied that he chose works 
that made a “splash” that “winded him.” 
He wanted poems people knew and ones 
they didn’t know. He found them online, 
in reviews and in collections. He explained 

The Archbishop of Canterbury with Canon Mark Oakley 
on August 25, 2019, the day he was awarded the Michael 
Ramsey Prize for Theological Writing. PHOTO Anglican Ink

that at a recent retreat for US clergy he was 
given a book of poems by the Persian poet, 
Hafiz, who lived at the time of Chaucer. His 
poems suggest that “God… is found right 
at the centre of every form love takes….”

Canon Oakley was once asked why we 
need a minister to lead worship and he re-
plied, “We need someone to take care of the 
words. Language is sacramental.” Jonathan 
wondered then, how may we become more 
poetic in church? Mark described a survey 
that asked what were the best three things 
in the church service, and also what were 
the worst three things in the service. The 
answer to both questions was the sermon! 
He recommended that we spend a little 
time reading the wording of the hymns 
as poems before we sing them, and “to 
experience walking into church as walking 
into a poem.”

Our guest shared several comments on 
Christianity and today’s covid-19 crisis:

 • Poetic sensibility needs to be clarified.

 • Fundamentalism is to Christianity what  
  paint-by-numbers is to art.

 • We should stop using only male images  
  for God.

 • COVID-19 is not just a plague, but an X-Ray  
  to our society showing all the divisions and  
  inequalities. 

 • The whole mystery of human togetherness  
  cannot be confined to a screen.

 • Jesus didn’t offer you yoga, he offered you  
  the Cross.

Mark summed up the morning by com-
menting that “We are all compromised by 

The Splash of Words – believing in poetry by Mark Oakley  
(Canterbury Press, Norwich, UK 2019;  
ISBN 978-1-84825-468-8)

the way the church is about me and my 
fulfillment… we are a spiritually hungry 
people many of whom are finding the 
church too secular.”

Canon Oakley is planning a speaking 
tour in Canada in 2022.

As of this writing in late August the 
study of the book by the Monday group 

was at the halfway point and will continue. 
According to Canon LLoyd:

“When we finish it, we will connect 
with Mark Oakley again. He has invited 
us to give him feedback, and to suggest 
Canadian poets for his next book (that he 
is currently writing). I have suggested poet 
Leonard Cohen.” W

The day began with Council breaking 
into physically distanced groups of four and 
playing a brief game of Charades. There was 
lots of laughter and movement and at all 
times a safe distance was maintained.

The annual retreat day is an informal 
meeting, there is no business done and no 
Minutes taken. However, the items on the 
agenda are serious ones and are connected 
to the work of governance that Council will 
undertake during the scheduled business 
meetings to come. The next meeting took 
place on October 28.

There was a briefing to Council on 
governance and committee structures, a 
reminder and a refresher of how things work 
and fit together. In the afternoon there were 
in-depth discussions about what Council 
would like to see the two standing com-
mittees of the diocese; Mission and Ministry 
Development and Finance and Property focus 
on in next few months, particularly in the 
wake of the pandemic and its effects on 
the mission and ministry, financial health 
and future of diocesan parishes and of the 
diocese as a whole. These discussions were 
informed by summaries of the feedback 
received from extensive parish lay leadership 
and clergy interviews conducted in late July.

Archbishop Skelton who chairs Dioc-
esan Council reported that this exploration 
of what has been learned so far from the 
parish interviews led Council members to 
consider what actions Council might take as 
we close out 2020 and enter the new year of 
2021. More information will be available as 
this current Council meets during the next 
few months up until the next scheduled 
Diocesan Synod in May of 2021. W

Archbishop and Archdeacon welcome members of Diocesan 
Council to the Retreat Day in the Cathedral’s Parish Hall. 
PHOTO Randy Murray

Diocesan Council in the Cathedral’s Parish Hall ready for the meeting to begin. PHOTO Randy Murray
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• Jane Dittrich Chosen as PWRDF Honorary Associate for 2020 • • Clergy News Around the Diocese •
From the desk of The Venerable Douglas FentonDuring the September 25, 2020 Primate’s 

World Relief and Development Fund 
(PWRDF) Annual General Meeting it was 
announced that Jane Dittrich of the Dio-
cese of New Westminster has been chosen 
as the Honorary Associate for 2020.

Congratulations to Jane for this well-
deserved recognition.

Here is the text that appeared on the 
PWRDF website: 

Jane Dittrich has been a constant supporter of 
PWRDF over the years, both in the parishes 
she has attended as well as on the diocesan level. 
She has been a star-performer in the annual 
PWRDF Vancouver team Ride for Refuge, 
as featured on page 19 of the December 2019 
issue of Topic. Jane has not only participated 
for years in the ride, she also motivates others 
to join her in support of this PWRDF fun-
draising partnership. This is one of the best 
examples of Jane’s commitment to PWRDF.

Jane’s commitment to the church’s ministry 
and witness is not limited to PWRDF. At her 
parish (Christ Church Cathedral) she coordi-
nates greeters at the largest festivals (Christmas, 
Easter), funerals and diocesan liturgies (con-
firmations, ordinations, Chrism Mass). She 
covers diocesan events for the diocesan paper 
contributing stories and photos, assists with 
coordination for the bi-annual Order of the 
Diocese of New Westminster award ceremony, 
and participates in the annual fundraising 
ride for the Mission to Seafarers. She assists 
at the twice-a-year Retired Clergy luncheons 
and serves as a host at the annual Bishop’s 
Friends dinner. Jane is someone who contrib-
utes unstintingly in her time and talent in 
support of the common witness to the gospel. W

On Tuesday, September 8, on the Feast of 
the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary, the 
Rev. André Stephany was inducted as Rec-
tor of the Parish of St. Clement, Lynn Valley. 
As a “first-time in charge priest” André will 
continue as a supervised curate with the Rev. 
Vivian Lam. See page 12 of this issue of 
Topic for the coverage of André’s induction.

Christ Church Cathedral loses one as-
sistant curate in the Rev. André Stephany 
and gains another in the Rev. Jonathan 
Pinkney who began on September 8. Jona-
than completed his studies with a Master of 
Divinity at the Vancouver School of Theol-
ogy in May 2020 and has served a part-time 
curacy with the Rev. Stephen Laskey at St. 
Helen, Surrey. 

The Very Rev. Christopher A. Pappas 
was collated and instituted as Dean of the 
Diocese of New Westminster on Saturday, 
September 12. Chris was inducted as Rector 
of the Parish of Christ Church Cathedral 
on Sunday, June 28. See coverage on page 
10 of this issue of Topic.

The Rev. Adam Yates has been appointed 
by the Archbishop as Rector of St. Faith, 
Vancouver effective September 1. Adam 
comes to us from St. Stephen’s Church, East 
Haddam in the Diocese of Connecticut in 
the Episcopal Church (USA). He arrived 
in Vancouver on August 31 and remained 
in quarantine until September 15. Adam’s 
Induction took place on the Feast of St. 
Matthew (September 21) at 7pm. See cover-
age of the Celebration of a New Ministry 
on page 13 of this issue of Topic. 

St. Mark, Ocean Park has a new priest-
in-charge whilst they await the process of 
locating a new rector. The Rev. Philippa 
Segrave-Pride has been appointed effective 
September 16. She will remain until the 
new rector is appointed. Archdeacon Eng-
nan has served as priest-in-charge assisted 
by the Rev. Tellison Glover.

Archbishop Skelton has appointed the 
Rev. PJ O’Maoil Mheana as Rector of the 
Church of the Holy Trinity, White Rock 
effective November 15, 2020. PJ comes to 
us from the Parish of Monklands, Diocese 
of Glasgow and Galloway in the Scottish 
Episcopal Church where he served as rec-
tor. If all works well his quarantine will 
conclude in time for him to preside and 
preach on the First Sunday in Advent. PJ’s 
Induction is scheduled for St. Andrew’s Day 
(November 30) and the Archbishop has 
invited the Rev. Philip Cochrane to be the 
preacher. For more information about Rev. 
O’Maoil Mheana see the article on page 3 
of this issue of Topic.

It is with great sadness that we announce 
the passing of the Rev. John Sovereign. He 
died on September 16, 2020 while in hos-
pice care. The illness came upon John very 
quickly. John was appointed Rector of St. 
Thomas, Chilliwack in 2006, and continued 
his ministry there until his retirement in 

Jane with Gwen Ingham during the October 2019 Ride for 
Refuge. PHOTO Submitted by Jane Dittrich

The Rev. John Sovereign. PHOTO Wayne Chose

around the diocese
• Summer Rain for Evensong •

SUBMISSION Alecia Greenfield
On Sunday, August 30 at St. Francis’ in 
Caulfeild, worship on the adjacent wide 
green field turned into an unexpected 
rainbow when the weather surprised the 
congregation and clergy by going from 
barely a drop to a steady downpour. The 
community turned to the lost and found 
stash for umbrellas. Clearly some people at 
St. Francis’ have favourite colours. 

When St. Francis’ assistant curate (who 
also submitted these photographs), the 
Rev. Alecia Greenfield was asked if there 
had been some thought put into the “re-
sourceful and delightful fashion choices,” 
she replied, “No planning. This was just 
the way it turned out. And, yes, we have a 
lot of umbrellas in the lost and found.” W Marie Moonen in red. PHOTO Alecia Greenfield

.Jane and PWRDF ED, Will Postma at the diocesan of  
New Westminster’s PWRDF 60th Celebration, April 2019.  
PHOTO Wayne Chose

Valerie Cox in blue. PHOTO Alecia GreenfieldJeff Calvert in yellow. PHOTO Alecia Greenfield

2017. In retirement John remained very 
active in ministry and maintained his focus 
on Indigenous justice and LGBTQ2 issues. 
A full obituary and funeral information will 
be available on the diocesan website and in 
a future issue of Topic. W

The Rev. Jonathan Pinkney. PHOTO Lauren Odile Pinkney 

The Rev. Philippa Segrave-Pride. PHOTO Cheryl KathlerAll are encouraged to submit letters,  
articles, reports on parish activities,  
opinion pieces, photos, and more  

for consideration as content for Topic

Please email Randy Murray at  
rmurray@vancouver.anglican.ca 
All contributions are appreciated 

• EDITOR •

deadline for  
topic submissions

November 22 
for the  

January 2021 issue
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opinion
My Sister & I Were Van Girls
A tribute to Eva Hasell (1886 – 1974) 
PAMELA PROCTOR
St. Bart’s, Gibsons

Dr. Mary Martin, a chiropractor, attended 
our church (All Saints Anglican) in Mission. 
One day, when treating my Dad, she told 
him about Miss Hasell, who started the 
Canadian Sunday School Caravan Mission. 
She mentioned that Miss Hasell was look-
ing for volunteers for that summer. Work-
ing in pairs, one would drive the caravan 
(a four wheel drive, two ton truck), while 
the other would take charge of teaching. 
She said to Dad, “Your daughters would be 
‘perfect for the job.’” Dad shared the idea 
with my sister, Joanne and me and it wasn’t 
long before I heard Joanne say, “If you look 
after the teaching, I’ll drive.”

With that, the decision was made. In 
1961, Joanne and I, both newly minted 
teachers at the ages of 20 and 22 respectively, 
agreed to spend the summer as Van Girls 
in Athabasca, Alberta. In June we met Miss 
Hasell in an old hotel in downtown Van-
couver. She told us about the mission and 
our duties as volunteers. We understood 

Lunch time. PHOTO Pamela Proctor

that we would have guidance from the 
clergy regarding visiting and that we would 
lead vacation Bible schools and distribute 
Sunday School by Post materials. Joanne 
remembers Miss Hasell, looking at my feet 
and saying sternly but kindly, “Well, you 
won’t be wearing those shoes!”

July came and we were on our way. 
Dad drove us to Matsqui where we caught 
the CN train to Edmonton. From there 
we went about 100 miles north by bus to 
Athabasca arriving at 9pm. We were met 
by the Rev. Ellis, rector of the Athabasca 
parish, the Rev. Stubbs, rector of Perryvale 
parish and Ken Patten, a divinity student 
from Nova Scotia. We stayed overnight at 
the Ellis’ home.

After a morning service, the Rev. Ellis 
took us to the van, which was in a garage 
at the rear of the rectory. When she saw the 
size of the vehicle, Joanne felt a little over-
whelmed and figured I’d be “praying hard” 
as she drove. The van was well equipped 

with bedding, plates, cutlery, camp stove 
and cooking pans. We went on to the only 
grocery store (we were given money for 
food and fuel), where we bought canned 
and packaged food.

We were commissioned on Sunday at 
church in Athabasca and felt somewhat 
reassured by the presence of John Clarke 
our former minister from Mission who 
just happened to be there with his wife, 
Georgina. After the service, we drove 20 
miles south to Perryvale to the Rev. Stubb’s 
parish. As prearranged, we parked the van in 
a parishioner’s yard and met the Rev. Stubbs 
at the church. He provided us with the 
parish list and gave some directions. Over 
the next six weeks, in covering each of the 
parishes, we drove on rough, relatively flat 
unpaved roads, in order to reach and teach 
children, to invite them to Vacation Bible 
School and to offer Sunday School by Post 
materials. In all we visited 80 homes. They 
were modest to very poor homes, some 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 21

with families of 8, 10 and 12 children. The 
poorest was but a hut with a dirt floor and 
little furniture. A new baby lay on a bed 
shielded by a piece of cardboard under a 
single lightbulb. We were strongly affected 
by the poverty. On the other hand, it was 
to our great advantage that many knew the 
van from previous years and looked forward 
to its arrival. We were warmly welcomed 
and often given food or invited for a meal.

We had the first of our four two-week 
long Vacation Bible Schools in Perryvale 
from 10:30am to 12 noon each day for 
about 15 children with stories of Jesus, 
prayers, singing and crafts. The others were 
in Athabasca, in the village of Colinton 
and in a school building in Boyle. In each, 
the children were enthusiastic and very 
responsive. 

Except for a few fierce thunderstorms, 
the weather was pleasant. Mosquitos were 
annoying, particularly at night in the van. 
However, we were lucky to have missed an 
influx of caterpillars which had moved in 
a wide swath, denuding the trees of their 
leaves and making the roads and all other 
surfaces hazardous. We saw large piles of 
dead caterpillars under the trees and leaves 
were just starting to grow back.

Long after our trip, I read several ac-
counts about Miss Hasell. In England she 
had trained in church work, nursing and 
first aid and she drove an ambulance in 
WWI. After the war, in deciding to serve the 
children of settlers in Canada as a mission-
ary, she made a remarkable plan! Having 
been left a legacy by her family, she used 
her resources (plus funds raised and given) 
to design and buy vans (29 in all over 50 
years). She recruited women to volunteer 
their time to drive these vehicles (early on 
the driver had to take a course mechanics 
to qualify) and to teach in a diocese for a 
four month period. One hundred years ago, 
Miss Hasell and her partner were the first 
to come. From 1920 to 1970, she and all 
other vanners brought Christian teachings 
to western and northern Canada. In sup-
porting Anglican clergy, or filling in where 
none existed, and in reaching and teaching 
both adults and children, they fed early set-
tlers hungry for spiritual support.

In one of her books, Canyons Cans 
and Caravans (1930) Miss Hasell writes 
in detail of her work. What a contrast to 
our experience! Driven by a passion for 
the church and children, Miss Hasell tells 
of herculean feats, which I think she was 
only able to accomplish with the help of the 
Holy Spirit. She and her long-time associate, 
Miss Sayles walked many miles on the vast 
prairies, up mountains and on unmarked 
trails through mud and mosquito ridden 
bushes to connect with remote homestead-
ers. During one four month period, Miss 
Hasell reported that they’d walked 406 
miles, (hence her comment in regards to 
my footwear). They drove through sticky 
mud and rapidly flowing streams and on 
narrow mountain passes barely able to 
maneuver the hairpin curves. Miss Hasell 
was determined and indomitable. Life was 
rough but she and Miss Sayles were physi-
cally, mentally and spiritually strong enough 
to endure the hardships.

I had to file a report as did the teacher 
on each of the vans. Miss Hasell issued a 
summary of the work done throughout the 
country in 1961, the year we volunteered. 
Briefly, there were 29 vans and 58 workers, 
1,133 children were enrolled in Sunday 
School by Post, 72 vacation schools held, 

A class poses outside the church hall. PHOTO Pamela Proctor The van outside the school building. PHOTO Pamela Proctor

Proudly sharing their work. PHOTO Pamela Proctor

Pamela eating dinner on the steps of the van. PHOTO Pamela ProctorSnack time. PHOTO Pamela Proctor
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opinion
Planting New Expressions
LESLIE BUCK
St. Paul’s, Vancouver

Most of our parishes were established by 
church planting — one parish deciding to 
establish a new worshipping community to 
better serve a particular group of people, of-
ten in a different location. Those principles 
are still needed today but now to a largely 
secular and more diverse population, with 
little or no knowledge of Christianity or 
the church. The principles for establishing 
these new expressions of church include:

Discernment — who are we being sent to who 
are not currently being served by an existing 
church.

Contextually appropriate — the initiative will 
use the language and cultural norms of the 
people we are seeking to serve and love.

Christian Formation — enabling people to 
grow in the way of Jesus.

Seen as church in its own right — not seen as 
a steppingstone to “proper church” but seen as 
legitimate in itself.

This statement, appearing among the can-
didates’ submissions in the recent episcopal 

The new and current St. Paul’s built in 1905 beside the old St. Paul’s built in 1889. PHOTO Vancouver Archives (Public Domain)

election, presents a positive approach to 
evangelism — church for those who don’t 

go to church, as the author puts it. At the 
same time its vocabulary echoes a move-
ment currently active in England, varyingly 
described as “church planting” and “fresh 
expression.” Judged by my web-surfing 
results, this movement, appears to be both 
extensive and growing. Perhaps we should 
be paying attention to it.

Unhappily, I must first note that the 
opening of the statement, at least as it 
applies to my parish, is factually incorrect. 
Those who built the first St. Paul’s church 
did so for their own convenience, enabling 
them to gather for worship closer to where 
they lived, and in anticipation of new set-
tlers of like mind coming to the West End 
to join them. As for people not of like 
mind — in this case railway workers living 
in Yaletown — they seemed to have been 
unconcerned. Nine years after building 
the first church the founders physically 
moved the church two kilometres away 
from Yaletown. 

Setting that misunderstanding aside 
however, we are indeed called to serve 
people, particular or otherwise, and during 
the past 40 years, we have seen significant 
changes in the way that is done. At St. Paul’s, 
for example, significant ministries like the 
Advocacy Office and the Labyrinth Program 
are now directed towards everyone, and not 
just particular people like our parishioners. 
In fact, most of those who use these pro-
grams are not parishioners. 

We have also seen significant changes 
to our liturgical ministries, although these 
have been implemented with the needs of 
parishioners, rather than non-parishioners, 
in mind. Eucharist has supplanted Morning 
Prayer, the Book of Alternative Services has 
replaced the Book of Common Prayer and, 
most significant of all, we have extended 
priestly and episcopal ordination to a par-
ticular group. 

St. Paul’s has participated in these 
changes and at the same time become much 
more diverse in membership. Without in-
tentionally targeting particular groups, our 
parishioners have recently included people 
of at least 16 maternal languages and ten 
confessional heritages. We are no longer all 
English-speaking cradle Anglicans. 

The statement goes on to list four 
principles which provide guidance on 
how we go about our service, starting with 
Discernment. Discernment is important, 
but discerning, or targeting, particular 
groups inevitably implies exclusion of, or 
at least some indifference towards, the 
non-targeted: handicapped people, say, if 

the target is single parents. 
One targeted group in England, it seems, 

is housing estates, that is, residents of public 
housing. It reminds me of my moving to a 
newly built estate in southwest London in 
the 1950s, where the local parish church 
introduced a mid-morning Eucharist for 
newcomers. Longer-term parishioners 
continued to attend a late morning Matins. 
The plant was well-intended and ultimately 
ascendant, but it carried a suspicion of con-
descension and even discrimination. 

Cultural Context is also important. 
Whomever we address, we must do so with 
due respect to their languages and cultural 
norms, something to which our predeces-
sors were often insensitive, but we must not 
be insensitive in our turn. My own experi-
ence of living in a bilingual town in Québec 
leads me to judge British Columbians as 
unwittingly insensitive to French-Canadian 
culture, and I am sure that I am insensitive 
in ways unrecognised by myself.

The principles of Formation and Legiti-
macy are, to my mind, more problematic. 
After two thousand years of exploring and 
living the ways of Jesus, those ways are now 
manifold, and we have a veritable rainbow 
of choices on offer. We may disagree about 
the validity and authenticity of some 
choices, but there is much to be said for the 
diversity which provides scope for us all to 
learn from each other. However, recognis-
ing and welcoming divergent teaching does 
not make us qualified to teach it. We must 
restrict ourselves to our own and make it 
clear that we are doing so. 

In like manner, expressions of church 
range from an austere Calvinism to an 
exotic Orthodoxy. Happily, we live in a tol-
erant society, and those who are willing to 
practice tolerance are themselves tolerated. 
All expressions, to that extent, are legitimate, 
but we cannot offer what is not ours. Our 
legitimacy, for what it is worth, is found in 
Anglicanism. Like the Formation principle, 
the Legitimacy principle is well-intended 
but meaningless as it stands.

In summary, then, I question the 
desirability of targeted evangelism and 
evangelism with unclear objectives relat-
ing to teaching and affiliation. However, 
in no way do I question the right of any 
parish church to adopt such a policy. On 
the contrary, if a church plant program of 
fresh expression were to be implemented 
in our diocese and the outcome observed, 
we would be able to learn from experience 
and act accordingly. My doubts relate to 
technique, not to intention. W

My Sister & I Were Van Girls
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 20

7,249 homes visited, 74,772 miles driven, 
and 576 miles walked (we only walked 
three).

In 1987, on a business trip with my hus-
band, we went to church in Athabasca. I was 
taken aback when someone remembered 
me. Such an enduring memory is indicative 
of the impact of the van and vanners.

It was fitting that in May 27, 1969, 
Eva Hasell was honoured for services to 
religious education in becoming an officer 
of the Order of Canada presented by the 
then Governor General, Roland Michener.

The legacy Miss Hasell had received 
became ours. What a precious gift!

SOME ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
Joanne and I contributed to the children’s 
program in the diocese of New Westminster 
under Marilyn Fane. I taught Sunday School 
at St. Mary’s, Kerrisdale, Christ Church 
Cathedral, and St. Bart’s, Gibsons. Joanne 
attended the Anglican Women’s Training Col-
lege in Toronto, inspired by that summer and 
is currently a member of the Anglican Church 
Women (ACW) and St. John’s, Port Moody. 
Both of us taught for the Vancouver School 
Board. I wrote two books about her teaching. 
Honouring the Child and Honouring the 
Child II for parents and teachers (www.
honouringthechild.com). W

Pamela at a book signing in more recent years. PHOTO John Roper

LEFT St. Albans church in Colinton. RIGHT One of the rougher roads. PHOTOS Pamela Proctor
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Community Policing in our First Nations Communities | Aboriginal Liaison
RICK LAVALLEE
Special to Topic

Looking back, it’s hard to believe that I 
am approaching 17½ years as a police 
officer. My career in policing started with 
the RCMP at Depot Division in Regina, 
Saskatchewan. I still remember arriving at 
Depot on my first day thinking “What have 
I got myself into?”

Depot was a challenge, six months of 
intense training, 2,000 miles from home 
and sleeping in a dorm with 29 other men. 
Graduation couldn’t come soon enough. 
The final weeks went by quickly, I remem-
ber having to choose my top ten desired 
postings, and I got my top pick: North 
Vancouver. 

It was quite the learning curve those 
first few years. I remember my Field Trainer 
was still a rookie himself with less than two 
years in. One of the things I recall hear-
ing was that we were not welcome on the 
Squamish Nation Reserve lands that were 
geographically part of the area we served. 
It was considered unsafe for us to enter 
particularly at night on our own. Following 
what seemed to me a short three or four 
months of field training I was told that I 
was to begin working on my own. This was 
quite a surprise as I’d been expecting the full 
six months touted in the RCMP literature. 
I found the thought of this both exciting 
and terrifying. 

It wasn’t long until I found myself 
drawn to the Squamish Nation’s Mission 
Reserve. Slowly driving the streets, I was 
greeted with stares, with some of the 
residents disappearing inside their homes. 
I got more than the odd “Who are you 
looking for?” from some of the folks. I 
would explain that I was just getting to 
know the area and its residents. After a few 
weeks of consistently patrolling the rez I 
noticed that I was now being greeted by 
smiles and waves from most of the adults 
accompanied by children running up to 
my car to say hello. The children’s greeting 
grew even more enthusiastic after I started 
carrying 7-11 Slurpee coupons to hand out. 
It wasn’t long until I began walking the re-
serve which was much to the surprise/shock 
of the RCMP dispatch. This new style of 
patrolling led to lots of long conversations 
with residents about how RCMP members 
were described as legless as they were never 
seen walking the rez, just stoically driving 
by and never getting out of their cars. It 
also began the conversation that I was an 
Indigenous officer. 

About nine months into my time with 
the RCMP I was told they were looking at 
starting an Aboriginal Policing Unit com-
prised of a Sergeant and two Constables. I 
was to be one of the Constables. This both 
excited and saddened me as I had made the 
decision to make the move to the Vancouver 
Police Department. Among my reasons for 
the change was a desire for more big city 
action. When I informed my superiors and 
co-workers of my decision, I was greeted 
with blank stares by some and outright cold 
disapproving looks from others. Much to 
my surprise I received a glowing letter of 
reference from the Sergeant of my Watch. 

I began my time in the Vancouver 
Police Department (VPD) assigned to 
District 4 Team 6. District 4 encompasses 
the Musqueam Indian Reserve. It was a 
different energy with the VPD; fast paced 
and colourful personalities.

I had felt an undercurrent of prejudice/
bias within the RCMP in North Vancouver, 
but it was never overt. Though it was rare, in 
the VPD there were instances when I would 
hear derogatory terms used to describe In-

digenous people. As I am the type of person 
who speaks their mind, I would confront 
the offensive behaviour when it happened. 
I do still hear the odd statement or question 
about Indigenous peoples but more from a 
lack of knowledge than intolerance. 

Not surprisingly I found myself drawn 
to the Musqueam Reserve. And not surpris-
ingly I heard the same sentiments from my 
VPD co-workers, that we weren’t wanted 
on the reserve lands and that it was unsafe 
especially at night if we were gathered in 
numbers. I was pleased when my work 
partner took an interest in patrolling the 
rez even when there weren’t calls. We were 
met with the same reaction I’d had when 
I’d started patrolling the Mission Reserve in 
North Vancouver, suspicion and curiosity. It 
wasn’t long however before we were greeted 
by many with friendly waves and smiles. At 
some point we began pulling the calls from 
the call board coming from Musqueam, 
calls that most of our colleagues avoided 
like the plague. It didn’t take long for the 
Call Takers and our NCO to notice and we 
became the go-to people for calls on the 
rez. After a few months we were invited to 
community events including the Band Hall. 
Imagine that, treating people with compas-
sion and caring being reciprocated. Seems 
like a simple formula. Remember that none 
of these people knew I was Indigenous at 
first, being of Cree and French blood I was 
often asked if I was Mexican, Spanish or 
Italian. Race wasn’t the determining factor 
in relationship building as it was develop-
ing with good intention and compassion 
in our hearts. That having been said maybe 
the smiles were a little bigger and the hugs 
a little warmer when they found out I was 
Indigenous. 

There is a Squamish saying. To be of “en 
cho mot” (one mind, one heart). This my 
prayer for all of us.

From the VPD Board website:
Constable Rick Lavallee has worked as an 
Aboriginal Liaison Officer since 2005. His 
focus is on youth, helping them make healthy 
choices, while respecting their unique cul-
ture. Constable Lavallee also takes part in 
the Pulling Together Canoe Journey each 
year, along with several other VPD officers 
and staff. This initiative brings together law 
enforcement personnel and Aboriginal youth 
to build relationships and trust. The ten day 
journey through hundreds of kilometres of 
BC waterways stops at several First Nations 
communities, with the goal of reconciliation 
through learning and understanding. Every 
summer, the VPD runs the Aboriginal Cadet 
Program. The cadets, aged 19 – 29, have 
Aboriginal ancestry, and divide their time 
between different sections of the Department. 
The program promotes a better understanding 
between police and the Aboriginal community, 
and the hope is that the cadets will one day 
become VPD members. W
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Every self-respecting Nisga’a woman has, at 
the ready, a cutting board, an apron, and 
a sharp knife. Every event is a community 
event, and every community event involves 
a feast, and every feast involves the prepara-
tion of Nisga’a stew. The recipe begins like 
this: “Cut 400 to 600 pounds of beef into 
bite-sized pieces….” Chop and add several 
hundred pounds of vegetables — enough to 
fill a long row of 18-gallon Rubbermaid tote 
bins — and cook outside (in gigantic pots) 
for most of a day, until tender. 

When the call is issued, the knives come 
out. As a novice member of the Nisga’a 
community, I was eager to do my part. I tied 
on my apron and picked up my knife, ready 
for one of the endlessly circling Nisga’a men 
to dump a pile of potatoes, carrots, cabbage, 
turnips or celery in front of me. No instruc-
tions were given. It was up to me to look 
around and figure out what size to chop the 
vegetables, and where to put them. 

It was a finely tuned operation. Each 
time I heaved a sigh of relief and picked 
up my final potato, a man with bulging 
muscles would magically appear with his 
hundred pound sack and dump another 
pile in front of me. It went on for hours…. 

As a distraction, I watched a little girl 
of about four years old as she picked up a 
knife and a potato and studied the women 
working around her. No one jumped in to 
tell her “be careful” or “don’t cut yourself ” 
or “this is how you do it.” She was left to 
figure things out for herself, and to ask for 
help if she wanted it.

That image stuck with me, and I mused 
on it a couple of years ago when I joined 
the Kwhlii Gibaygum Nisga’a dance group. 
Again, no instructions were given. I lined 
up with the rest of the dancers, some of 
whom had been part of the group since 
they were in utero, and I studied their moves 
and tried to turn myself into a Killer Whale 
or a Wolf or a Raven or an Eagle, as the 
dance demanded. I felt like that four year 
old potato-peeler, trying to figure things 
out for myself. 

At first, I felt lost, wanting desperately 
for someone to jump in and tell me “this 
is how you do it.” But gradually I came to 
understand and appreciate the Nisga’a ap-
proach to learning. For a start, it is devoid 
of external judgement. As a potato-peeler or 
a dancer, you are serving your community 
and honouring your ancestors by simply 
showing up and doing your best, regard-
less of your age or ability. You need never 
feel that you aren’t “good enough.” You are 
always good enough, just because you care 
enough to be there.

In the Nisga’a way of learning, I also 
found that personal autonomy is greatly 
respected. No one rushes in to offer help 
that isn’t asked for. It was up to me to 
find satisfaction with my own dance 
performance, and if I wasn’t happy, then 
it was up to me to ask my fellow dancers 
for guidance. When I finally did, I found 
that help was gladly and freely given, and 
that my “mistakes” were viewed as learning 
opportunities. 

Often, they were a great source of 
humour. Several months after I joined the 
dance group, I overheard one of the chil-
dren at our weekly practice asking to sing 
the song Halli no. Astonished, I blurted 
out that all along I had been singing not 

“Halli no” but “Tally-Ho!” With much 
laughter and generosity of spirit, the danc-
ers adopted “Tally-Ho!” as the group’s new 
rallying cry.

There is always more to learn. I now 

First Notions
How I Learned to Dance by Peeling Potatoes
LINDA ADAMS, ODNW
Guest editorial, St. James

know that a big part of me has gone through 
life expecting to be taught. The Nisga’a cul-
ture showed me a model of taking respon-

TOP & BOTTOM Two images of Linda in action, June 2019. PHOTOS Randy Murray

sibility for my own learning. I learned to 
peel potatoes — for hours — and to dance… 
who knows what might come next? 

Give it a try  
— “This spud’s for you!” W

Making Nisga’a’ stew in a community kitchen. PHOTO Submitted

A youngster peels potatoes. PHOTO Submitted
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From where he sat in the evening sun, he 
could see the family vineyard. Four gen-
erations of loving care and hard work had 
made it into a thing of beauty. Its grapes 
were heavy on the branches. Its wine praised 
by visitor and neighbour alike. Suddenly 
tears came as he once again felt a great wave 
of gratitude sweep through him that he was 
once again able to sit in his own home, his 
beloved Miriam nearby, his son and two 
daughters involved in the family enterprise.

It was hard to believe that only a year 
ago he had thought everything irretrievably 
lost, at least to him personally if not to the 
family. The nightmare had begun when he 
noticed a skin lesion on his forearm. In that 
climate such lesions were many and varied, 
appearing and fading seasonally. This lesion 
remained. From time to time he would 
look at it, persuading himself that it was 
not growing and changing. At other times 
when he looked at it, he felt a tremor of fear. 
His fear had a name that he did not wish to 
say even to himself, not to mind speaking 
of it to Miriam his wife. She had of course 
noticed the lesion and sensed his fear.

The day that his trusted foreman men-
tioned it to him made him realize that he 
was losing control of the situation. The fact 
that his problem was now public gave him 
no choice. He had to show himself to the 
local priest. In the absence of any medical 
resources, tradition had given priesthood 
the right to make a diagnosis. More than 
once he tried and failed to bring himself to 
go. At last it was Miriam who insisted, lov-
ingly but firmly. When they did go to the 
house of the priest at the edge of the nearby 
town their worst fears were confirmed.

The law was implacable. From the mo-
ment of his being named a leper he had to 
isolate himself as quickly as possible from 
every aspect of his personal and social world. 
The first awful night was spent in making 
frantic decisions. Where could he go? What 
could he take with him to make life bear-
able? What arrangements were possible to 
look after the estate.? On and on it went 
until the morning hours. The news of his 
misfortune spread quickly. Neighbours 
came to wish him well. Already they kept 
their distance, calling their good wishes 
from the edge of the property.

One voice stood out for him. A family 
nearby had been through this agony, losing 
a member to a similar diagnosis of leprosy. 
They knew where a large group of men and 
women had formed a leper’s community, a 
place where at least the vestiges of human 
relationship could be preserved. South 
of Jezreel the foothills of Samaria began. 
Among the many wadis there was one that 
had a stream running through. The pres-
ence of water made the colony’s life possible. 
Two days of walking would take him there.

He recalled the terrible realities of the 
place, the pathetic shacks built to find shel-
ter from the elements, the caves where the 
most far gone sufferers lived out the ghastly ARTWORK Artist Unknown

late stages of the disease. Sometimes they 
could be seen sitting at the mouth of the 
cave desperate for human companionship, 
their ravaged faces masked by filthy rags. Yet 
even here he had soon learned the ways in 
which those with earlier stages of the disease 
would try to respond to such suffering, even 
if only to place a bowl of food outside the 
cave before distancing themselves from the 
dreaded contagion. 

What had made life possible at all was 
that families of those in this terrible isola-
tion would come to the outer edges of the 
community bringing gifts of food and 
clothing. There could be no contact beyond 
greetings called out from the carefully kept 
distancing the law demanded. The same law 
demanded that no leprous person could be 
approached nearer than 150 yards. Gifts 
would be left for a loved one at the entrance 
to the wadi. The family would retreat, wait-

ing for their loved one to emerge from 
the area, pick up whatever had been left, 
returning into isolation. Such gifts, shared 
with sometimes immense generosity within 
the colony, not only made life possible 
but formed relationships of affection and 
gratitude even in that ghastly environment.

He recalled with clarity the shallow 
stream that flowed through the wadi. It 
made it possible for those who wished to 
seek personal cleanliness. Some availed 
themselves of this, hoping against hope to 
keep disease at bay. He himself regularly 
bathed, responding to Miriam’s constant 
encouragement to do so when she came 
with other families to visit at a distance. 
Her family came from a long line of rabbis 
committed to personal cleanliness as essen-
tial to health. With absolute determination 
she now applied this to her husband’s well 
being. She insisted he relate to others as 

carefully as possible; that he uses only the 
dish and utensils she gave him; that above 
all he washes his hands at every opportu-
nity. On every visit she would ask about 
the threatening lesion that had changed 
their lives. Although it had remained, it 
had not shown the signs of a developing 
leprosy. From Miriam’s rabbinical home 
life, she was aware that a priest’s diagnosis 
could be wrong. She was also aware that 
to challenge a diagnosis without clear and 
certain evidence was dangerous. A failed 
appeal could end any hope of her husband’s 
return home. In all this she never faltered 
in her hope.

Months had gone by, months of hop-
ing, despairing, at times weeping helplessly. 
Then in a way that neither he nor Miriam 
could have possibly expected, and to this 
day had never come to understand, their 
lives had changed. 

The day, the moment, the words, the 
voice, the face, he recalled all of it now as 
if it were yesterday. From time to time a 
few of the younger men in the colony, still 
at the relatively early stages off infection, 
would hunt in the back country for small 
game to supply meat for the community. 
On one of these forays he realized he had 
become separated from his companions. In 
the distance he had become aware of a small 
group of men walking south. His instinct 
had been to call out but his identity as a 
leper silenced him. However, he had been 
seen. To his surprise one of the group had 
begun to walk towards him. The stranger 
paid no attention to his frantic warnings 
to stay back. Greetings were exchanged. 
Looking back now he knew that many 
things were spoken of, but all he could recall 
was being aware of being held in a space 
occupied only by himself and the stranger. 
At some stage the stranger inquired about 
the length of his stay in the colony. When 
told of the long months he asked to see 
the lesion. Baring his arm, he had felt the 
stranger’s touch pressing the surrounding 
flesh. Then he heard words he would recall 
until the day he died. The quiet voice said, 

“You are not a leper. Go and show yourself 
to a priest.”

In the ensuing months following his 
ecstatic return home, he and Miriam had 
shared that never to be forgotten encounter. 
The stranger’s ignoring of all that separated 
a sufferer from human intercourse; above 
all the unhesitating willingness to touch 
one already officially defined to be a leper; 
the quiet authority in the assurance that his 
lesion was not as the priest had defined it; 
the final relief when the priest he consulted 
acknowledged the lesion had not developed 
into leprosy over the months of exile. Again 
and again the encounter was told and re-
told. The wonder of it all, the inexpressible 
joy of it all, the heartfelt gratitude to the 
stranger whose name continued to remain 
unknown. W


