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Get Started

1. Have you ever been denied access to a restaurant or seating section or even a roadway? 
             Share that experience with the group. Why were you denied access? How did you feel about 
             being shut out? 

 

 

Questions for Conversation

1. Read the short article, “Who were the Pharisees?”. As Evangelical Christians, what do we have in 
             common with these religious leaders? What differences do we have with them? 

2. What surprised the Pharisee about Jesus in the opening scene (vs 38)? Why was this an issue? 
             Read Mark 7:1-4 for background information. 

3. Often, Jesus is thought of as ‘meek and mild’. How does this passage challenge that portrayal? 
             How can Jesus tell us to love our enemies but then speak so harshly with the Pharisees?  

4. What is the basic point Jesus is making about the Pharisees in verses 39-41?  

5. Read Numbers 19:16. In the light of this verse, what is Jesus saying about the Pharisees in vs 44. 

6.          Eugene Peterson, in ‘The Message’, translates Luke 11:52 as, “You’re hopeless, you religion 
             scholars! You took the key of knowledge, but instead of unlocking doors, you locked them. You 
             won’t go in yourself, and won’t let anyone else in either.” How does this translation help us 
             understand the underlying frustration Jesus has with the Pharisees and Lawyers? 

7. What, according to Jesus, were some of the ways the Pharisees and Lawyers were ‘locking the 
             doors’ i.e. denying access to others? 

 
 

 

   

 

 

  

 

  

 

 

  

 
Apply This

1. Of all the ‘woes’ mentioned in the passage, which one do you think could be most directly applied 
             to the church in Canada today?  

2. What are some of the ways we might be locking doors and hindering others from coming to Jesus? 
             How do we unlock those doors? 

3.  Changing the metaphor from doors to tables: “When you have more than you need, build a bigger 
             table, not a higher fence.” What are some of the risks of ‘building a bigger table’? What are some 
             of the joys and blessings we receive when we expand our table?   

 

Thanksgiving
Sunday Service

"You are what you eat"
(John 4:27-38)

“Part 4. Washing Up”
(Luke 11:37-54)



The Pharisees were an influential religious sect within Judaism in the time of Christ and the 
early church. They were known for their emphasis on personal piety (the word Pharisee 
comes from a Hebrew word meaning “separated”), their acceptance of oral tradition in 
addition to the written Law, and their teaching that all Jews should observe all 600-plus laws 
in the Torah, including the rituals concerning ceremonial purification. 
 
The Pharisees were mostly middle-class businessmen and leaders of the synagogues. Though 
they were a minority in the Sanhedrin and held a minority number of positions as priests, they 
seemed to control the decision-making of the Sanhedrin because they had popular support 
among the people. 
 
The Pharisees accepted the written Word as inspired by God. At the time of Christ’s earthly 
ministry, this would have been what we now call the Old Testament. Unfortunately, the 
Pharisees gave equal authority to oral tradition, saying the traditions went all the way back to 
Moses. Evolving over the centuries, the Pharisaic traditions had the effect of adding to God’s 
Word, which is forbidden (Deuteronomy 4:2). The Gospels abound with examples of the 
Pharisees treating their traditions as equal to God’s Word (Matthew 9:14; 15:1–9; 23:5; 23:16, 23; 
Luke 11:42). Jesus applied the condemnation of Isaiah 29:13 to the Pharisees, saying, “Their 
teachings are merely human rules” (Mark 7:7). 
 
The Pharisees taught the following doctrines: 
 
1. God controls all things, but decisions made by individuals also affect life’s course. 
 
2. There will be a resurrection of the dead (Acts 23:6). 
 
3. There is an afterlife, with appropriate reward and punishment on an individual basis.  The Messiah 
    will set up His kingdom on earth. 
 
4. The spiritual realm, including the existence of angels and demons, is real (Acts 23:8). 
 
The Pharisees were responsible for the compilation of the Mishnah, an important document 
with reference to the continuation of Judaism beyond the destruction of the temple. 
Rabbinical Judaism and modern-day synagogues owe their existence to the Pharisees’ work. 
 
Not every Pharisee was opposed to Jesus. Nicodemus was a Pharisee who rightly considered 
Jesus “a teacher who has come from God” and honestly sought answers from Him (John 3:1–2). 
Nicodemus later defended Jesus before the Sanhedrin (John 7:50–51) and was on hand at 
Jesus’ crucifixion to help bury the Lord’s body (John 19:39). Some of the early Christians were 
Pharisees, as well (Acts 15:5). This included Saul who became Paul the Apostle.  
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Question: "Who were the Pharisees?" 

Answer: 
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