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St. Michael’s ACW in Minto spearheaded an angel project for the residents of the W.G. Bishop Nursing Home. With the support of the 
congregation, Christmas gifts were provided for each resident and presented at the Christmas party held in mid-December.  Here 
 ACW president Bonnie Anderson hands out gifts, with treasurer Dot Moore at left.

Christmas in Minto
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Diocesan 
PDO  
chosen
By Gisele McKniGht 

what happens when your plans 
are all made and then god says 
no? you change your plans.
     That’s what happened to 
shawn Branch last fall when he 
was offered a job as executive 
assistant to the Bishop of the 
Diocese of the Arctic. shawn, 
the former national director of 
Threshold Ministries, gave his 
notice and prepared to move 
from saint John to yellowknife.

“About a month after i said 
yes, i kept praying about it and 
the only way i can describe it is 
i had a stirring from god to re-
discern,” said shawn. 

“i went from having peace 
to not having peace. when i 
prayed, the word ‘stop’ came to 
mind.”

shawn is thankful for the 
good people god put in his 
path who, he says, prayed and 
“worried for me.” They even 
thought he might be having a 
mid-life crisis, though shawn 
was not worried at all. he turned 
down the Diocese of the Arctic, 
but still felt it was right to leave 
Threshold Ministries, where his 
entire career had been forged. 

That stirring from god, that 
lack of peace has led to shawn 

Shawn Branch

PDO continued on page 2Bowling fundraiser expands to fight childhood hunger
By Gisele McKniGht 

An avid golfer, the rev. kevin 
McAllister appears to have been 
bitten badly by the bowling bug.

“we’ve decided to expand it!” 
he said, “it” being the wildly suc-
cessful bowling tournament he 
organized last year that brought 
in more than $7,500 to help 
build a library at Bishop McAl-
lister college in uganda.

“we’re going to try a tri-city 
tournament with Fredericton, 
saint John and Moncton. The 
three cities will all be playing in 
their respective bowling alleys 
simultaneously on April 21.”

This year, the focus is differ-
ent and closer to home — child-
hood hunger in New Brunswick. 
The theme, which will appear on 
t-shirts for sale shortly, is “strike 
Out child hunger.” each of the 

three cities will choose a local 
charity that addresses the issue. 

in Fredericton, kevin has 
chosen the Fredericton commu-
nity kitchen’s student hunger 
Program. every day, volunteers 
make upwards of 355 lunches 
for 18 area schools to make sure 
students get a noon meal. 

“we decided to expand 
because the problem is province-
wide,” said kevin. “By inviting 

and challenging churches in 
Moncton and saint John, we 
could help people in all three cit-
ies. when you raise awareness, 
people begin to take notice and 
take action.”

it was last year’s stewardship 
Day workshop that planted the 
idea to combat hunger this time 
around. 

Bowling continued on page 2
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being hired as the diocesan Par-
ish Development Officer, a post 
held by Dr. ken Neilson until 
December. shawn began work 
Jan. 2.

last fall he and Bishop David 
edwards had a casual conversa-
tion about the job opening, but 
it was when he saw the job post-
ing that he felt he was heading in 
the right direction.

“what pushed it over the 
edge for me was hearing and 
seeing the vision,” he said. “i 
thought, ‘i can get behind this.’”

he caught a glimpse of that 
vision at Diocesan synod in 
November when he hosted the 
Bells presentation. Bells 
stands for Bless, eat, listen, learn, 
sent and forms the basis of a book 
called Surprise the World: The Five 
Habits of Highly Missional People, 
by Michael Frost.

“One of the things David has 
asked me to look at is the Bells 
approach and how that can be 
implemented in the diocese,” he 
said. 

shawn is also looking forward 
to what he loves most about 

ministry: connecting with 
parishes, helping people realize 
their gifts, helping churches be-
come a blessing to their commu-
nities — all of which fits quite 
well with the Bells model. 

his first goal is going to in-
volve a lot of travel.

“One of the things i’d like to 
do is meet with as much of the 
leadership in the diocese as pos-
sible and hear their stories and 
see where their heart is,” he said. 

“There’s no one target that 
will fit all. within that it’s com-
ing up with what god’s already 
doing. he’s already working. we 
just need to pull the blinders off.”

shawn’s education and expe-
riences have shaped his skills for 
the job. A graduate of Frederic-
ton high school, he spent three 
years at st. Thomas university 
before he could no longer ignore 
god’s call. 

he ended up studying at 
Threshold Ministries for three 
years and was commissioned in 
2004. 

he spent three years working 
in youth ministry in the Diocese 
of saskatchewan before being 
asked to come back to saint John 

and work at Threshold’s national 
office. 

he worked in communica-
tions, as assistant director, acting 
director, and since 2012, as the 
national director. he is almost 
finished a masters of ministry 
degree from st. stephen’s uni-
versity. 

Bishop David is glad to see 
the position filled and to have 
shawn’s experience at work for 
the diocese.

“i’m pleased to have shawn 
as part of the team,” he said. 
“he brings new ideas to parish 
development in the diocese and 
brings experience from his pre-
vious ministry which involved 
his working across canada.”

Bishop David held the parish 
development officer position 
before becoming bishop in 2014.

For now, shawn, 37, will work 
at the synod Office and from 
home in saint John, with a lot 
of time devoted to travel in the 
diocese. 

“i’d like to spend most of my 
time on the ground with people,” 
he said. 

you can reach shawn by 
email: sbranch@diofton.ca

PDO continued from page 1

Branch looks forward to being ‘on the ground’

Bowling tournament takes place April 21
Bowling continued from page 1

“Bishop David talked about 
child poverty. i didn’t realize it 
was that bad,” said kevin. “As a 
dad and a priest, i don’t think 
it’s right that people should be 
hungry, especially kids.

“we can do this,” said kevin. 
“More and more, i think we 
need to do this.”

kevin has set a lofty goal of 
$100,000 — $33,000 for each 
city. The details and locations are 
still being worked out, but Arch-
deacons rob Marsh and Brent 
ham, in the saint John and 
Moncton regions, have agreed to 
head the area tournaments. 

“we are just at the early plan-
ning stages, but i think this is a 

wonderful idea and initiative,” 
said Brent. “Bowling is a popular 
activity in our communities and 
it will be good to see the par-
ishes work together to support a 
great cause. 

“Personally, i am in no ‘king-
pin’ but i promise to practice 
in my ‘spare’ time — no pun 
intended,” he quipped.

Parishes can form teams, 
sponsor teams, buy a T-shirt, or 
just turn up to be a cheerleader. 
The number of teams that can 
participate will be limited to the 
number of bowling lanes avail-
able, so kevin urges parishes to 
plan early. 

“we are using the t-shirts to 
help with donations but also to 
help with building awareness 
that child hunger and poverty in 

our province are bigger than we 
would like to admit,” said kevin. 
“we encourage all who purchase 
a shirt to wear it often and to 
especially wear it on the 21st of 
April in support of our bowling 
tournament.”

T-shirts should be ready 
for purchase, at $15 each, by 
mid-January. contact kevin via 
email:  micksizepint@yahoo.ca. 

Outside of Fredericton, kevin 
encourage all parishes in the 
saint John, kennebecasis and 
Moncton/riverview areas to 
support their archdeacons in 
this initiative. 

For those parishes outside 
these areas who still want to 
contribute, sponsoring a team 
would be the ideal way to lend 
a hand.  

special visitor
On Saturday, Dec. 2, families and friends of  the Parish of St. Peter’s and 
the local Fredericton community gathered in the wonderfully decorated 
hall for their annual Christmas pot luck meal, craft making for the 
children and a carol sing. Over 50 people, from two months to 96 years 
of age, were thrilled with a visit from Saint Nicholas who told of his 
origins and historical significance. All was quiet as he interpreted the 
meaning JOY — Jesus, others and yourself — after which he handed out 
“gold coins” to all present.

submitted photo
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February 4 
Parish of  

New Bandon; Service 
of installation and 
collation, Christ 

Church Cathedral 

February 8 
Clergy Day -  
Fredericton

February 11 
*Parish of the Nerepis 

and St. John

February 14 
Ash Wednesday  
service, Christ 

Church Cathedral

February 18 
Parish of Campobello

February 20 
Bishop’s Counsel

February 25 
Parish of Canterbury, 

Benton & Kirkland

* Confirmation

t h e   b i s h o p ’ s   p a g et h e   b i s h o p ’ s   p a g e

p r i n c i p a l    
e n g a g e m e n t s

David Edwards is  
Diocesan Bishop of Fredericton.

The practice of being mindful

WHEN YOU ... listen with all your heart • honour your elders • encourage young people to take over the church often and 

loudly • choose good over evil • welcome the stranger • write the government about the issues that matter • invite a  
co-worker to church • help your dad do housework • get messy with your Sunday school kids • say “Thank you Lord” 

and mean it • Tweet your blessings one by one • introduce your grandchildren to nature • read and share God’s 
word •   ...THEN YOU ARE LIVING THE MARKS OF MISSION  www.anglican.ca/marks

Stewardship: making money serve grace

Michael Briggs

“The Bible clearly does not disapprove of money - 
quite the reverse, in fact. From God’s blessing of Abra-
ham’s wealth, through to the generosity of the early 
apostles, we can clearly see a scripturally positive view 
of money.”* 

The above quote is taken from the book De-
throning Mammon, Making Money Serve 
Grace, by Archbishop of canterbury Justin 

welby.
some christians view money as evil, and indeed it 

is used in an adage i am sure we are all familiar with 
— Money is the root of all evil. 

Archbishop Justin, in his book, debunks this as he 
views money as a means to serve grace. what is evil is 
the worship of money to the exclusion of all else. 

As good stewards of god’s gifts to us, we must use 
money to serve grace. Money itself or the possession 
of it is not inherently evil; it is the use to which the 
money is put that can be good or bad.  
     Accumulating money for no other purpose than 
enriching one’s own life does not produce good 
results. 

however, using accumulated wealth for the better-
ment of others or the church is obviously a good use 
of that money. 

i am not necessarily talking about massive 

amounts of wealth but of using what you have that 
god has given you for improving the life of others or 
supporting the work of the church. 

This can be done by weekly envelopes or e-offer-
ing, donating to food banks, homeless shelters and so 
many other worthwhile causes. it is not the amount 
that matters but the thought behind it.

we can all recall the parable of the widow’s mite 
where Jesus contrasts the small gift from the widow 
to the much larger gift from the Pharisee and con-
tends that the gift from the widow meant more as 
it was given quietly and sincerely and was a larger 
amount in comparison to what she had.

i am writing this between christmas and epipha-
ny — a time of hope and optimism. As you read this, 
it will be coming up to lent, a time of reflection and 
repentance. i ask each of you to look at the quote 
again and realize that money in and of itself in not 
evil if it is used in accordance with god’s wishes and 
to serve grace.

*© Justin Welby, 2016, ‘Dethroning Mammon: 
Making Money Serve Grace,’ Bloomsbury Continuum, 
an imprint of Bloomsbury Publishing Plc. Used with 
permission.
Michael Briggs is the diocesan stewardship officer. He 
lives in Moncton. 

Bishop David and the  
Diocesan Spiritual  
Development Team 
are recommending 

Bishop Bill Hockin’s 
new book “PRAY, 

Reflections on the 
Lord’s Prayer” for 

the 2018 diocesan 
Lenten study.  

The book includes 
five chapters,  

each with a  
reflection and group 
study questions. $10 

each, available at 
the Diocesan Synod 
Office: 459-1801, 

ext. 223

During this month we will 
enter lent, one of the 
times in the church’s 

year where we particularly take 
time to think about what the 
Book of common Prayer might 
describe as our “condition.”   
     in other words, where do we 
stand in our life? Our relation-
ship with god, other people, the 
creation around us — we could 
make quite a list. 
     last year many of us spent 
lent studying a book by richard 
Peace called Noticing God. The 
intention was to help us with the 
discipline of taking stock.  
     Peace tells us that god is 
present in all aspects of our life. 
The ordinary things, in com-
munity, the written word, the 
church, in fact, everywhere.  
     what we are to do is be 
mindful of him, and that comes 
with practice. it might be help-
ful for some of us to read Peace 

again this year as a refresher. 
     The concept of mindfulness 
has been heavily promoted 
through the internet, social 
media and elsewhere during the 
last few years. it is often seen as 
something imported into west-
ern culture from elsewhere.  
     The reality is that such a 
discipline — for that is what it 
is — has been present within our 

christian heritage for centuries. 
From about 1750 onwards, a 
period called the enlighten-
ment was a great influence over 
many generations of people and 
fundamentally reshaped western 
society. 
     Many of the good things we 
enjoy today have their roots in 
thinking from this period and 
we should be grateful for them.  
     having said that, when new 
ways emerge, they often throw 
out the good as well as the bad 
from previous times. 
     The english philosopher 
Thomas Paine wrote a book dur-
ing this period called The Age of 
Reason. This gives us the clue as 
to the dominant idea of the era 
— reason. if something could 
not be accounted for through 
logic or could not be weighed or 
measured, then it was unreason-
able to believe it. 
     Basically, reason replaced 

mystery in all aspect of life 
including the church. One of 
the consequences of this is that 
god and the assumption of his 
presence in the everyday have 
been relegated to the sidelines of 
our lives.  
     god might be consulted for 
difficult decisions or in times 
of crisis, but most of us are not 
mindful of him day to day. 
     During this lent let us take 
time to practice being mind-
ful, an important aspect of our 
christian tradition.

Wednesday, May 2 at Camp Medley 
new Brunswick anglicans are encouraged to strengthen our faith through 

the BellS model. This event will be an opportunity for us to  
come together, to pray and learn more of how to liSTen. 

Facilitated by the Diocesan Spiritual Development Team. Details to follow.

TOGETHER ...
TO LISTEN
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a c w    p r e s e n t a t i o n

Portrait of a  
[formerly]  
homeless woman
By Gisele McKniGht 

sandy robb has fought for 
everything she has — most espe-
cially for her life and her home, 
because neither has been certain.

she was the guest speaker 
at the Dec. 6 gathering of the 
christ church cathedral Acw, 
which drew a large crowd. 
Once a client of the Monday 
outreach mission at the church, 
she evolved to be a volunteer 
there — well-known, helpful 
and respected over the past eight 
years.

“she moved from being a 
participant to being a member of 
the organizing committee,” said 
Penny ericson, in introducing 
sandy.

The Acw generously sup-
ports the cathedral outreach 
mission, which offers food, 
friendship, music, bus passes 
and professional help to those 
in need each Monday morning 
at 8:30.

On the verge of turning 60, 
sandy shared stories of her life 
as a woman who, through seri-
ous illness, lost her job and then 
her home. she has been home-
less several times as a result.

sandy earned her living as an 
educated and experienced cook, 
but 14 years ago when she was 
diagnosed with crohn’s disease 
and colitis, she was unable to 
work. without an income, she 
could not pay rent. sick and 
poor, she ended up homeless, 
living in a shelter in Fredericton.

“it’s hard to live in those 
places,” she said, explaining 
that residents have to leave after 
breakfast each day before return-
ing later. “you take everything 
you have that you value and put 
it in a backpack for the day.”

From there she moved to 
saint John to live in her sister’s 
basement. But after awhile, 
feeling better, she went back to 
work, only to find that serious 
lung issues would keep her from 
ever supporting herself. The 
city’s polluted air bothered her, 
so she returned to the shelter in 
Fredericton.

From the shelter, she moved 
into a subsidized apartment, but 
was wrongly evicted. That led to 
the worst housing in the city — 
a rooming house, where mold, 
used needles, thefts and noise 
were the norm.

“Nobody would help me 

Sandy Robb listens to a question during her presentation at the December gathering of the Cathedral ACW 
in Fredericton.  Sandy began her association with Christ Church Cathedral as a visitor to their Monday 
outreach program. She then became a volunteer and acts as an advocate for the poor in Fredericton. 

with her.
she also applied for a homec-

are worker to help clean her 
room, but that’s not permitted 
when you live in a rooming 
house. she has a helper now that 
she’s in an apartment.

in her building, there are 84 
units, 29 of them subsidized. she 
has helped create a real com-
munity there, doing odd jobs 
and errands for people, baking 
cookies, telling jokes. she’s even 
brought the band from Monday 
outreach to perform in the com-
mon room, much to the delight 
of many residents.

she is grateful for the help 
she’s received at the Monday 
outreach, and for the way it’s 
grown, with the addition of 
student nurses, law students and 
social workers there to meet cli-
ents and offer professional help.

Both Penny and sandy have a 
lot to say about the need for free 
bus passes for the poor. They 
point out that, because buses 
are often empty between 10 a.m. 
and 3 p.m., free passes for those 
times would not cost the city a 
cent.

Penny, a retired nursing pro-
fessor, outlined a scenario where 

a person has a medical appoint-
ment, but with no cash for the 
bus, cannot get to it. 

without a phone, they can’t 
call to cancel, thereby angering 
the medical professional, who 
might be reluctant to re-book 
them. A free bus pass could al-
leviate the problem and prevent 
a medical issue from worsening.

“it’s better that they get to 
their doctors’ appointments,” she 
said. “And it’s not going to cost 
the city anything.

“it’s not just sandy’s job [to 
fight for this], it’s our job.”

mcKnight photo

From Sandy’s presentation and the documentary: 

“I made it. Others can make it if they fight. I’ll help them fight.”
“I’d rather be cooking and working, but that’s not something I can do at this time.”
“I’m a good shopper and I know how to budget.” 
“Having your own place means you can lay down anytime you want. You don’t have to worry 
about who’s coming through your door.”
“There are three places to get a shower — the Community Health Centre, the YMCA and the 
police station, but most people won’t go to the police station.”
“There’s a lot of little things people need help with. There is not enough money at the end of the 
month.”
“A lot of churches close programs in the summer and there’s no help. But people still have to live 
in the summer.”
“A lot of street people are happy but not happy. They’re scared of people belittling you. People 
look down on you because you don’t have a home.”
You can watch the seven-minute film at this link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DbBeV_
le52Y&feature=youtu.be

clean the place,” she said. her 
health issues kept her from 
bending to do all the chores that 
needed to be done there, even 
though they weren’t solely her 
responsibility.

in New Brunswick, single 
income assistance recipients 
receive $537 a month. room-
ing house rent here costs $400 a 
month. Thankfully, she now has 
secure, subsidized housing in 
the building from which she was 
evicted.

Asked how she was able to 
return to live in the building, her 
answer was frank: “i fought!”

Fighting is what sandy does. 
she was diagnosed with lung 
cancer two years ago, but suc-
cessfully fought to recover.

Now she fights not only for 
herself but for others. she has 
become a guardian of the poor 
in the downtown and she will 
talk to any decision-maker who 
will listen, including the mayor 
and city council. she’s also made 
a presentation to uNB law stu-
dents on homelessness.

she sits on MlA David 
coon’s roundtable on seniors 
and on an NB housing board. 
she starred in a short docu-
mentary film called “The rest 
will Follow” earlier this year, 
a collaboration of DocTalks, 
the community Action group 
on homelessness and housing 
First.

recently she was asked to 
participate in a huge research 
project headed by university of 
New Brunswick nursing profes-
sor Jason hickey, whose area of 
expertise is mental health. The 
$2 million federal grant will be 
divided between four research-
ers in Toronto, saskatchewan, 
Nova scotia and Fredericton 
and will focus on mental health 
issues in the homeless.

The initiative took her and 
the professor to Toronto earlier 
this fall to pitch the project. 
her involvement, she said, will 
probably be to find the people to 
participate in the research.

During her Acw talk, she 
discussed the impenetrable red 
tape that is part of the income 
assistance system in the prov-
ince. For example, when she 
had cancer, her sister wanted to 
come and care for her during her 
recovery, but the province would 
have financially penalized sandy 
for having a family member live 
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d o   m i r a c l e s   s t i l l   h a p p e n ?

anet’s
MIRACLE
J

Janet Edwards was scheduled for back surgery in November to remove 
a protruding disc. It didn’t take place because by the morning of the 
surgery, the protrusion had disappeared — from both the x-ray and 
her back.

mcKnight photo

By Gisele McKniGht 

Does god really perform mir-
acles in this day and age? some 
would say no, but Janet edwards 
says yes. it’s all still hard to 
comprehend, and there are the 
questions of how god did it and 
in particular, why.

“Praise god! it’s difficult to 
believe, but it’s difficult to deny 
this is a miracle,” said Janet. 
“And it’s difficult to think this 
miracle has been given to me by 
god.”

The proof, though, is in her 
improved health. 

it was over the past few years 
that Janet’s mobility, balance 
and strength became severely 
impaired. she had to walk with 
a cane. An Mri in February, 
and another in October showed 
disc breakdown in her spine, 
which resulted in bone sticking 
out about two centimetres. That 

protrusion was wrapped around 
nerve roots which caused other 
problems beyond the difficulty 
in walking.

in the fall, her family physi-
cian sent her to Dr. Neil Man-
son, an orthopedic surgeon in 
saint John. she had an x-ray 
and an Mri in October, both of 
which confirmed for Dr. Man-
son that Janet needed surgery.

“Things started moving fast,” 
said Janet. “Dr. Manson said 
‘i take this very seriously’ and 
i came out with an operating 
date.”

she had a pre-op session 
on Oct. 30. At that time, the 
anesthetist felt the protrusion, 
which hurt when he touched it, 
she said. 

surgery was set for Nov. 6, 
two days after Diocesan synod. 
her husband, Bishop David ed-
wards, booked several days off 
to care for her, and they showed 

up at 7 a.m. on the day of the 
surgery.

except the surgery never took 
place. it’s a bit of a blur for Janet 
because she had been given 
medication by the time Dr. Man-
son declared the surgery was 
cancelled, but she remembers 
him saying, ‘it’s gone. i can’t find 
it. i can’t see it on the x-rays and 
i’m not operating.’

her response to him was, 
“well, everyone was praying for 
me yesterday.” in fact, the rev. 
canon leo Martin, the rev. 
Dwight stuart and the entire 
congregation of christ the king 
church in the Parish of Fundy 
and the lakes had prayed for her 

during the service. 
so Janet and David left the 

hospital not quite knowing what 
had transpired. in a few days, 
“some of the symptoms were 
very nearly completely gone,” 
she said. 

later that week, she went to 
the gym and a woman there said 
to her, ‘you’re walking better.’ 
Janet didn’t know her, but she 
told Janet she was on the surgery 
team Nov. 6. ‘you’re the person 
we were all prepared to operate 
on. The doctor came in looking 
shell-shocked!’ she told Janet. 

she was at the yMcA Jan. 1 
and walked around the gym 14 
times — no cane. Before Nov. 

6, she couldn’t have done it 
once without hanging onto the 
railing. Before Nov. 6, she could 
not walk to the front the church 
without holding onto each pew.

she has not seen Dr. Manson 
again because he did not oper-
ate, thus, there is no follow-up at 
this point. she still doesn’t know 
how or when her miracle actually 
happened. Did the x-ray or Mri 
somehow change by the morning 
of Nov. 6 to show there was no 
protrusion, because the surgery 
was booked based on what the 
doctor saw on the x-ray and Mri?

“it’s amazing. None of us 
deserves it. we have these things 
by god’s grace,” she said. “why 
me? i have lots of questions i 
can’t answer. But i wake up every 
morning and jump out of bed 
and thank god every time.

David is a bit more down to 
earth about the event, admitting 
he’s a skeptic by nature. 

“The miracle is not that she’s 
been completely healed, because 
she hasn’t,” he said. “The miracle 
is not needing the operation. 
That it was unnecessary. she’s 
got the same result.”

The doctor had hoped she 
would have better balance, be 
able to walk better and be able to 
get up without falling over, and 
she can do all that now, he said.

it was when the nurse at the 
yMcA talked to Janet that he 
thought, ‘perhaps god did have 
something to do with this.’

Janet, however, needs no 
further convincing.

“when god intervenes it’s 
like a breath of fresh air, like 
smelling beautiful flowers,” she 
said. 

“it shows we have no power at 
all and god is the great physi-
cian.”

ABOVE:  On Dec. 10 Trinity Anglican Church in Perth-Andover held its third 
annual Advent dinner with silent auction. Among the laughter and joy, one 
knew the real meaning of Christmas with everyone present. From left:  Slycia 
Crawford, Catherine Harnish, Susan Murchison, Margaret Wagner, Judy 
Nicholson, Eva McLaughlin, Lorraine Stiles and Rob Stiles.
 
LEFT:  On Dec. 17 at Trinity Anglican Church in Perth-Andover, the 
congregation welcomed two people into the Family of God — Noah and 
Madison Abercrombie — with Father Stephen Harnish officiating the 
baptism. Back row, from left: Lorraine Stiles, Rob Stiles (great-grandparents 
and Godparents); Front row: Mike Abercrombie, Noah Abercrombie, Natasha 
Stiles, Madison Abercrombie and Father Stephen Harnish. Mike and Natasha 
are the parents of the children. 

Perth-Andover happenings

morguefile.com
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How to spend the  
mission budget!
By gisele MckNighT 

it was in mid-November while 
preparing the budget for 2018, 
that Allan Agnew, treasurer 
of the Parish of st. Mary york, 
noticed there was still $1,000 in 
the mission budget.

“coincidentally, the gifts 
of hope catalogue from Plan 
international canada had just 
arrived in the mail,” he said, 
adding he asked that a mission 
spending project be put on the 
vestry agenda.

so the decision was made to 
give $1,000 to the sunday school 
— not to keep, but to spend. 
They attached one condition 
— half of it had to go to a local 
initiative.

“Mission money shouldn’t 
sit,” said Janice stockall of the 
sunday school. “it should be 
used.”

Janice told the parents what 
was happening, they arranged 
for snacks and Janice printed 
$500 in fake money to make the 
lesson more real. 

she had two charities in mind 
— PwrDF (Primate’s world 
relief Development Fund) and 
Plan international canada. 

so she and others gathered 
the dozen or so sunday school 

kids together to make some 
pretty important decisions — 
who and what to bless with all 
this money.

The first $500 was earmarked 
for the Fredericton homeless 
shelters, and then the work be-
gan to spend the remainder.

“it’s good to put it in the 
hands of the kids,” said Janice. 
“it’s a very good lesson, and 
they’re never too young to learn.

 “we sat down with the cata-
logues and talked about the ben-
efits,” said Janice, adding it was 
fascinating to see the kids mak-
ing decisions using logic and 
math to get the best deals. They 
even learned how to stretch their 
dollars farther by choosing some 
purchases that are matched by 
the organization.

One boy realized that buying 
chickens and a rooster would 
keep the gift going in the form of 
eggs and chicks. 

And one girl, whose mother 
is a nurse, wanted a health-
related gift.  

“so they carefully went 
through, counting out the 
money and cutting out pictures 
from the catalogue,” said Janice, 
adding they all voted on the 
resulting shopping list.

The final tally was one goat, 

seeds, three chickens and a 
rooster, one whole set of barn-
yard animals, hiV testing kits, 
food supplements, vaccinations 
and training for a female health-
care worker. 

After the spending decisions 
were made, the children created 
a poster of their shopping list so 
the congregation could see the 
outcome. 

Then everything was handed 
off to Allan for the actual pur-
chases and donation. 

The shopping spree created a 
buzz among the congregation, 
with many wanting to top up the 
fund. 

“i was not present during 
the sunday school session 
when the items were selected... 
however, i did see the posters 

when they were presented to the 
congregation … and i was very 
impressed with their choices,” 
said Allan.

“what we wanted to teach the 
kids — especially during Advent 
— was not ‘what am i getting 
for christmas’ but ‘what can i 
give?’” said Janice. 

“it’s a way to help people they 
don’t even know.”

The congregation at St. Mary, York in Fredericton looks at posters illustrating the purchases made by 
Sunday school members after worship on a recent Sunday morning. The children spent $500 of the mission 
budget on goats, chickens, HIV testing kits and other valuable items for overseas use.

submitted photo

A well for Christmas
it began with four parishes in sub-
urban Moncton joining forces for a 
christmas project. The aim was to col-
lect $2,000 for a well in Tanzania. 

The last time they did this they had 
hoped to raise enough for a bicycle 
ambulance and solar lights for a hos-
pital. But parishioners were generous 
and they collected enough for two of 
each.

so this year, hopes were high. That 
hope was not misplaced because the 
results are in and the goal of $2,000 
was exceeded. They actually raised just 
over $4,000 — enough for two wells, 
which will be sent to The Primate’s 
world relief and Development Fund 
(PwrDF). The balance will go to-
wards supporting indigenous mission 
in canada. 

“A well in a community without 
water is a major improvement for 

the people living there, especially the 
girls and women who are spending 
hours every day fetching water,” said 
diocesan PwrDF representative Anne 
walling. 

“The parishes of st. Philip Monc-
ton, st. James Moncton, st. Andrew 
sunny Brae and hillsborough-riv-
erside are making a difference in not 
just one such community but two!  we 
cannot thank your parishes enough 
for this very generous donation.” 

There is more good news! The 
$4,000 will be matched with $24,000 
for the total actual cost of two wells 
being $28,000. so the fundraising ef-
fort actually translates into $28,000 for 
the wells, said Anne.

PwrDF is the canadian Anglican 
response for emergency relief, refu-
gees, development and justice. check 
it out here: pwrdf.org/

This photo shows a water project 
in Tanzania, obviously a precious 
commodity in the village. 

pWrdf photo
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By Gisele McKniGht 

when the rev. chris VanBus-
kirk was a little boy, christmas 
was more about Jesus and less 
about santa.

“in our house when chris 
was growing up, christmas was 
centred around the Nativity,” 
said his mother, carolyn. “we 
always had a nativity set. i would 
move the characters around. At 
first it was just the stable and 
a few animals. later Mary and 
Joseph would arrive.”

And the baby Jesus was never 
put in the manger until after the 
early evening service on christ-
mas eve. 

“That was a real tradition,” 
she said. “That’s what the cel-
ebration was really about.”

carolyn was so adamant 
about the importance of hav-
ing a nativity set that each of 
her children and their spouses 
got one for their first christmas 
together.

Fast forward a few decades. 
The large outdoor nativity set 
from his parents’ home now 
adorns st. george’s Anglican 

The power of  
the nativity set

church in the Parish of Monc-
ton, where chris is the rector. 

last fall at st. george’s, the 
rev. Dan goodwin taught the 
congregation a series called The 
Ancient Future church. 

They learned that in this post-
modern age, the arts are and will 
be a valuable means to express 
the gospel in an open and non-
threatening way, said chris. 

“The promotion of the Nativ-
ity set is a simple attempt in this 
direction,” he said. 

when you put it all together, 
it’s not surprising that chris 
announced to his congregation 
early last year that they should 
be on the lookout for nativity 
sets and pieces of sets through-
out the year. 

They’d given away nativity 
sets before, but this was going 
to be a larger, more organized 
effort.

The plan was not to keep 
them or create an annual display. 
it was to fix them up and give 
them away — to bless others 
who might not have one or be 
able to afford one.

“i thought, ‘good luck!’” said 

carolyn. “People would forget 
all about that in a year, wouldn’t 
they? i thought he wouldn’t get 
any!”

But Mom was wrong. 
“One sunday morning i 

noticed a call for nativity sets in 
my church bulletin. My heart 
jumped with delight as now i 
had a mission — my favourite 
thing!” said 78-year-old garda 
Deware, a serious yard sale 
enthusiast.

“On my first day, i kind of 
jumped the gun and bought the 
first one i saw, although it was 
quite pricey,” she said. 

“As the weeks passed i found 
more and more, of all different 
sizes and casts. i think i had 
found about 10 when i decided 
that perhaps that was sufficient.”

cliff and cheryl reid aren’t as 
dedicated to yard sales, but they 
did tell their friends about the 
nativity set drive.

“we must have gotten six or 
seven,” said cliff. “My dad gave 
us two or three.” 

some of the nativity sets were 
new, and some had belonged 
to families who were passing 
them on to new families. They 
ranged from small window sill 
sets to large and colorful sets, 
said klaudia ross, the new par-
ish outreach co-ordinator at st. 
georges.

Once they were collected, 
some needed painting, cleaning 
or repairs, all done by volunteers 
from the congregation who are 
gifted with that skill. 

Then the congregation got to 

enjoy them on the first sunday 
of Advent, after which they were 
all given away.

garda thinks of her yard sale 
treasures with great fondness.

“it thrills me to think that 
someone might find Jesus 
through my nativity sets! what a 
find that would be! Praise god!” 
she said. 

carolyn, too, knows the 
power of a nativity set. Over 
the years she has heard from so 
many who passed her house just 
to see her outdoor display.

“i hope and pray that people 
feeling a little worn out, tired of 
the hustle and bustle, will get a 
feeling of peace, no matter how 
horrible their day has been.

“it’s a lovely way to put christ 
in the centre of a commercial 
christmas.”

And klaudia, in her new po-
sition, has used the nativity sets 
in her outreach efforts.

“This year, because of the new 
outreach ministry at st. george’s, 
we were able to give some away 
to families whom we are not 
usually in contact with very 
often,” she said.  

“My job has been to reach 
out to the families that have had 
a child baptized at st. george’s 
within the past 10 years. The 
nativity sets thus became an 
additional outreach to these 
families that we might not see 
that often or whom we haven’t 
seen since the baptism.” 

Communion  
service on a ship
The week before christmas is 
one of the busiest times for the 
saint John seafarers Mission.     
     Most of the ships in port dur-
ing this week will spend christ-
mas eve and christmas Day at 
sea; therefore we make an extra 
effort to tend to their needs.     
     Volunteers have been drop-
ping into the mission to bring 
gift boxes that have been 
prepared by individuals and 
churches from all around the 
diocese. 

Bev and her assistants have 
been checking, packing and 
shopping to make sure that 
every sailor has a personalized 
gift bag.     
     Many letters and notes have 
been written to offer christmas 
greetings and a prayer as they 
put back to sea.      

     chaplain eric Phinney does 
most of the deliveries, aided by 
volunteers and others who pitch 
in to make it all work.    
     regularly at christmas time, 
a communion service is of-
fered for the crew. in the photo 
you see a small contingent of 
christians from india aboard a 
ship delivering salt to the Port 
of saint John, two of whom hail 
from the region of india that was 
visited and evangelized by st. 
Thomas.    
     The other two are believers 
due to the presence of the British 
for many years in that country. 
They were enthusiastic and full 
of joy as we took part in the 
lord’s supper.
The Rev. Eric Phinney is the rector 
at St. James the Less in Renforth, 
outside Saint John. 

The Rev. Eric Phinney, centre, with the seafarers who attended a communion service onboard 
a ship in port in Saint John on Dec. 20. For most seafarers, a service such as this is as close to 
celebrating Christmas as they get, since being home for Christmas is most unlikely.

submitted photo
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Trinity welcomes the sounds of the pipe organ once again
By sTeVeN scriBNer

On Nov. 19 the Parish of saint John, 
Trinity church, officially welcomed its 
new church organ, the Phoenix digital 
organ, after many years of patient 
waiting, research, reflection and active 
industry and church reviews.  
     in actual fact, this new Trinity organ 
had its roots dating back to the incum-
bency of the late Ven. lyman harding 
when he, in his wisdom and through 
his love for good church music, autho-
rized the commencement of the Trinity 
Organ Memorial Fund.  
     Ven. harding was truly looking 
to the future when Trinity would be 
facing the need to renew the current 
instrument and we, at Trinity today, 
are deeply grateful for his visionary 
planning. 
     On this evening, as Trinity dedicated 
its new church organ, we celebrated 
the life of Ven. lyman Nelson harding 
and his life ministry in the Diocese of 
Fredericton. 
     Trinity was blessed on this occasion 
to have with us Mrs. Margaret harding 
and her two daughters, Victoria and 
Anne, who were greeted by many of 
their friends from the diocese. every-
one enjoyed rekindling these friend-
ships. 
     The evening proceeded with a 
liturgy of Dedication and Thanksgiv-
ing surrounded in music under the 
direction of Trinity’s organist, spencer 
Belyea, who conducted the saint John 
chorale with Michael Molloy as guest 

organist.  
     rt. rev. David edwards, Bishop of 
the Diocese of Fredericton, dedicated 
Trinity’s organ: “This organ is dedicated 
with praise and thanksgiving to the 
glory of god and in loving memory of 
Mary Belyea, Margorie cameron Farrer 
and Jeanne haycock, in joyful recogni-
tion of the musical tradition of Trinity 
church, Parish of saint John.” 
     The Ven. John Matheson spoke 

eloquently of harding’s life ministry 
while providing a number of personal 
insights. 
     Matheson allowed those present 
some insight into the teaching meth-
ods of harding in his earlier days as he 
reflected on his own experiences.  
     it was through these experiences as 
a young curate he learned a number 
of unique aspects of parish ministry 
through real life opportunities harding 

offered for his growth. 
     spencer Belyea shared his memories 
of harding as he entered his musical 
ministry at Trinity under his tenure.   
     spencer further enlightened those 
present on the love of music held dearly 
by harding and that this passion car-
ried through from the development of 
the Trinity Organ Memorial Fund on to 
the selection, negotiation and the organ 
build by Phoenix Organs in Peterbor-
ough, Ont. under harding’s watchful 
eye. 
     At the conclusion of the dedication 
service, those present were treated to 
an organ recital given by Michael Mol-
loy. Molloy played 13 selections and 
through these, the musical features of 
the Trinity Phoenix organ were beauti-
fully presented. 
     Following the evening’s program, a 
reception was hosted by Trinity where 
memories were made, friendships re-
kindled and an overwhelming message 
conveyed that Trinity has a wonderful 
church organ that will exemplify the 
musical ministry for years to come. 
     The Parish of saint John is thank-
ful for the support received from the 
Diocese of Fredericton, and in particu-
lar to Bishop David and Janet edwards, 
Archbishop claude and sharon Miller 
and Bishop george lemon for making 
this evening special for the Parish of 
saint John. 

Submitted on behalf of Trinity Church 
by its priest-in-charge, the Rev. Steven G. 
Scribner.

submitted photo

A special service in November remembered the late Ven. Lyman Harding and saw 
Bishop David Edwards dedicate the new Phoenix organ at Trinity Church, Saint 
John. It was Harding who organized the Trinity Organ Memorial Fund years ago.

 Service of Light held at Trinity
On Thursday evening, Nov. 30, Trinity, 
the Parish of saint John, hosted its first 
annual service of light.  
     Those present were invited to enter 
into a very different space of reflection, 
silence and prayer while being sur-
rounded by thoughtfully selected music 
selections.  
     The order of service was crafted to 
shepherd our progression from enter-
ing this holy space to being prepared 
to enter into conversation with god 
through corporate prayer, silence, mu-
sic and coming forward for individual 
healing prayer and anointing. 
     The service of light is intentionally 
offered on the Thursday evening of the 
last week of the christian year prior to 
entering into Advent. 
     its single focus is to provide an 
opportunity, encouraged through the 
liturgy, scripture and music, for those 
present to be in a place personally one-
on-one with god.  
     we all go through life for the most 

part carrying ourselves upright and 
putting on the image that all is well, 
when actually we all carry heavy 
burdens of loss, hurt, stressed relation-
ships, career disappointments, to name 
a few, which weigh us down. 
     This weight sometimes puts us dan-
gerously near a breaking point.  
     The service of light acknowledges 
this and creates an opportunity for 
us to lessen this burden as we light a 
candle, putting a name on our care or 
hurt which is intended to symbolically 
bring light into whatever situation we 
are facing and coming forward for per-
sonal healing prayer and anointing. 
     The hope and our collective prayer 
is that we are all able, at the conclu-
sion of this service of light, to leave at 
least one of our cares at the foot of the 
cross. we leave this place with hope 
and excitement as we enter the season 
of Advent.
Submitted on behalf of Trinity Church by 
the Rev. Steven G. Scribner.

submitted photo

The Service of Light is intentionally offered on the Thursday evening of the last 
week of the Christian year prior to entering into Advent. It is a service that allows an 
opportunity to lessen the cares and burdens we carry.

P a r i s h   o f   s a i n t   J o h n



The New BruNswick ANglicAN  /  9    february  2018february 2018

Gathering to worship — any way we can!
The congregation of St. Paul’s in the Par-
ish of Nerepis and St. John had a very 
special experience recently. Worship was 
held Nov. 26 at the footbridge travers-
ing the stream below a washout in Oak 
Point.  

By Marian lucas-Jefferies 

The following is from the sermon 
for The reign of christ sunday, 
Nov. 26 (Matt 25: 31-46):

Today, we learn from the gospel that 
sheep, AkA disciples (us) are called, 
with Jesus’ prodding, to imitate god’s 
love for all creation, especially for those 
who are vulnerable, weak and op-
pressed.  
     like sheep, we are social animals. 
we not only hang out together, but 
because of our nature, we care for each 
other, god working through us, as we 
find christ in one another.  
     humans call it being in community, 
caring and unconditional love. it’s 
when we exhibit compassion in our 
encounters with each another as chil-
dren of god that love is shown between 
us, the people we know and with the 
people we have yet to come to know, 
even those we might never meet.  
     Being a community is deeper and 
richer than simple charity. 

when we are able to see christ pres-
ent in our community, the community 
might possibly see christ present in us 
as well.  
     i saw that this week when the road 
up river was washed out and i fol-
lowed the community’s response on 
my computer as people warned others 
about the washout, kept each other up 
to date on the repairs, fretted over the 
kids on the school bus, offered to wait 
for people on the other side, provid-
ing rides so neighbours could make it 
home easier. They even came together 
to build this footbridge. 
     And little did i know how the gospel 
would be played out that sunday 
morning.  
     when a section of rte. 102 in Oak 
Point washed out late in November, 
the road was closed for a number of 
days.   

The local service District of green-
wich became a community divided.    

road crews worked 24/7 and the 
people in the community prayed every 
day that at least one lane of the road 
would be opened. 

And with damage that was so exten-
sive that there was no date for reopen-
ing, the miracle happened.  
     A resilient community will not 
remain separated for long. People got 
together and constructed a foot bridge.  
given the fact that the congregation at 
st. Paul’s was also divided by a huge gap 
in the road, the decision was initially 
made to cancel church that sunday.   

Then less than an hour before sched-
uled worship time, two of us engaged 
in a Facebook chat, one on either side 
of the washout. Barbara said that her 
granddaughter, a preschooler, would be 

very disappointed that church was can-
celled. she had been looking forward 
to it.  
     Not to be deterred, we decided that 
the washout should not prevent a com-
munity of faith from coming together 
to worship. so, as the song goes, we 
decided to “gather at the river.”  
     with the warden’s blessing, word 
spread and less than an hour later 
about half the congregation gathered by 
the footbridge down in the woods just 
below at the construction site.  
     in spite of the noise from heavy 
equipment, (not conducive to con-
templative prayer) a “jeans and rubber 
boots mandatory” Morning Prayer was 
held. 

Barb’s granddaughter sat on a damp, 
mossy rock (and slid off at regular 
intervals) and “helped” with the gospel 

and the sermon. 
People passed through the newly 

constructed trail before, during and 
after worship. we smiled and chatted 
with men driving dump trucks, and we 
welcomed those passing through, chat-
ted and wished them a blessed day.  
     During the intercessory prayers a 
young man, ralph, one of the construc-
tion workers, enthusiastically joined us 
and took photos.  
     what began as a disappointing 
sunday morning became a beautiful 
spirit-lead experience, proving that a 
community of faith will not be deterred 
and church can be anywhere two or 
three are gathered. The face of Jesus 
was found in the smile of a young con-
struction worker. 
The Rev. Marian Lucas-Jefferies is a 
retired priest (Diocese of NS & PEI) living 
in Public Landing.  She conducts services 
at St. Paul’s in the Parish of Nerepis and 
St John once a month. She also writes 
a column for the Diocesan Times, the 
newspaper of the Diocese of Nova Scotia 
and Prince Edward Island. 
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c o m m e n t a r y

The congregation of St. Paul’s had a very special experience when worship was held Nov. 26 at the footbridge near a washout in 
Oak Point. Services are generally at St. Paul’s in the Parish of Nerepis and St. John, but the washout prevented a regular service 
inside.  From left, layreader Karen Scoville, the Rev. Marian Lucas-Jefferies, organist Anne Byers, Bill and Barb Richards and 
their granddaughter Niamh O’Connell-Cooper. 

Diocesan Council retreat reviews
In December the Diocese held a Di-
ocesan Council retreat to familiarize 
old and new members with the roles of 
council and get to know each other. Here 
are two perspectives from that retreat.

susan Jack, saint John
starting the new Diocesan council 
with a retreat at Villa Madonna pro-
vided a great kick-start to our work 
over the next two years.  we are now 
armed with a good view of some of the 

bigger issues that we are likely to deal 
with during our term. 

we also had a chance to build rela-
tionships with fellow council members. 
Overall i believe the retreat was a wise 
investment towards ensuring an effec-
tive and productive Diocesan council. 

William ross, Boundary creek
Being new to council and never hav-
ing visited the retreat house before, 
i enjoyed two new experiences in 

participating in the 2017 Diocesan 
council retreat at the Villa Madonna 
in rothesay. 

First, the location was beauti-
ful, with large, but cozy lodging and 
meeting space, filled with history and 
christian art, and complete with chapel 
and meditative walking trail, making it 
an ideal setting for a retreat. 

secondly, i had the opportunity to 
learn more about what Diocesan coun-
cil actually does — its jurisdiction, the 
expectations and responsibilities of its 
members, and a bit about its various 
committees and teams — in addition to 

getting to engage with the people that 
comprise this “synod between synods,” 
through group activities, including an 
amusing personality test, and sched-
uled times for socializing and worship. 

As a newcomer to council, this was 
a lovely introduction that will help pre-
pare and motivate me for the important 
work ahead, which i’m hopeful will re-
flect a passage from saturday’s Morning 
Prayer service held at the retreat: “each 
of you should use whatever gift you 
have received to serve others, as faithful 
stewards of god’s grace in its various 
forms” (1 Peter 4:10). 

 Not to be deterred, we decided that the  
washout should not prevent a community of 

faith from coming together to worship. As the 
song goes, we decided to “gather at the river.”  
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Gaudete Sunday: A time of joyful expectation

colleen carroll-nisbett photo

The third sunday of Advent is called 
gaudete sunday (pronounced gow-
day-tay ) because of the first word 
of the introit in the old latin Mass: 
gaudete in Domino semper - rejoice in 
the lord always. 
     Because of the more jubilant tenor 
of gaudete sunday, rose colored (pink) 
vestments are often used in place of the 
solemn, penetential colours of violet, 
purple or blue.  
     some parishes also use a rose-co-
loured candle is in their Advent wreath, 
typically called the “shepherds’ can-
dle,” representing the joy and expecta-
tion at the lord’s coming.  
     like laetare sunday, celebrated on 
the 4th sunday in lent, gaudete sun-

day is meant to be a temporary break 
from the sombre, repentant style of the 
Advent season. 
     On that day, all the faithful are called 
to an attitude of expectation and joy in 
the long-awaited coming of the saviour 
at christmas. 
     The New Testament reading for 
the day (Philippians 4:4-5) also calls 
believers to look with great anticipation 
to the Nativity of Our lord and to his 
coming at the end of time: 
     rejoice in the lord always. Again i 
will say, rejoice! let your gentleness be 
known to all men. The lord is at hand. 
come, let us shout for joy..., for the 
saviour is near. Amen.
Submitted by the Rev. Thomas Nisbett.

The second annual Gaudete Sunday (third Sunday of Advent) Celebration Service 
of Holy Communion with Advent Prayers, Lessons and Carols was held Dec. 17 
at St. Andrew’s Church in the Parish of Newcastle-Nelson-Hardwicke, Newcastle-
Miramichi. From left: The Rev. Canon Richard McConnell (assisting clergy), Cynthia 
Hillier (layreader and crucifer), the Rev. Robert Barry (celebrant), the Rev. Rose 
Steeves (Deacon of the Mass), Olive Trevors (layreader and intercessor), the Rev. 
Thomas Nisbett (emcee & co-officiant). 

Christmas  
Dump Ministry

submitted photo

Ever wonder where your mission money goes? The generous people in the 
Parish of Restigouche don’t need to wonder. It was their donation that 
enabled the Revs. Nelson and Kara (Thompson) Mejia and their churches 
in Roatán, Honduras, to buy gifts and groceries for the poorest of the poor 
who live in the dump on their island. Picking though garbage to find what 
is salvageable is a hard way to survive. Here, two youths from the church, 
Fanny and Sherie, give one of the men from the dump a bag of groceries at 
Christmas. “We involved the youth to help give to the needy,” said Nelson. 

CAN YOU HELP ?

St. Lukes, Parish of Portland in Saint 
John, is looking for a volunteer  

hairdresser or barber to help with their 
outreach program, preferably on the 

first and third Monday of each month. 
Contact St. Lukes (693-4152)  

or Rob Pitman  
< rcmpitman at gmail.com > 
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Play park gets a boost
The Board of Directors of the Anglican 
Foundation of Canada met in Novem-
ber to award grants to applicants from 
across the country. One grant was made 
within the Diocese of Fredericton, to the 
Parish of the Nerepis & St. John, Grand 
Bay-Westfield, N.B. Play park project. 
The board awarded a grant of $15,000. 
 
The Play Park Project

in a town of 5000 people just outside 
the city of saint John, NB, grand 
Bay-westfield is witnessing a new and 
innovative project of the Parish of the 
Nerepis and st John. 

The Anglican Foundation of canada 
was delighted to award a grant of 
$15,000 in November 2017 for this 
creative initiative to provide an indoor 
play space for children up to 12 years 
old. 

The plan is for the park to be located 
on church grounds, and the goal is to 
provide recreational opportunities for 

children and families in the commu-
nity to interact in a fun and enjoyable 
atmosphere. 

The Play Park will be a totally acces-
sible space, welcoming and inclusive, 
open all year ‘round. For many home 
caregivers, the winter months can be 
lonely and isolating, and so this com-
munity space is intended to counteract 
the negative effects felt by them. 

The church of the resurrection in 
grand Bay-westfield has partnered 
with the community in a variety of 
ways over the past five years with the 
desire to meet local needs. 

Parish members have met with town 
officials, community leaders, teachers 
and daycare representatives to help 
build a vision together that benefits 
everyone. 

Their team conducted a feasibility 
study and a community-wide survey 
to assess the viability of the Play Park, 
and a fundraising plan that would be in 

place by the end of 2017.
The space has been intentionally de-

signed to maximize child safety, while 
allowing for the flexibility of indepen-
dent play stations for quieter children 
and children with special needs.

There are four reasons why a play 
park is vital to the growth of a small 

family-based community.
Play is essential for children’s de-

velopment. Active play is essential for 
children’s physical health. 

shared community space encourages 
healthy social interactions, and afford-
able community space is a resource for 
everyone.

The computer-generated design shows an indoor playground that is user-friendly by 
children with mobility issues, something lacking in many communities. 

submitted photo

LEFT:  On Sunday, Dec. 10 Bonnie Anderson, president, on behalf of St. Michael’s ACW, thanked the congregation at St. Michael’s, Parish of Minto and Chipman, 
for their generous support of the Christmas bazaar and luncheon. She shared that, to date, $1,200 had been realized in profit. There was a fantastic turnout for the 
lunch — at times people waited for a table! A big thank you to family members from St. Augustine’s in Chipman who came for lunch, shopping and fellowship! Hats 
off to St. Michael’s ACW for their leadership and hard work in making this an annual event. At top left is Alexa Kaye browsing at the bazaar.
RIGHT:  The first major snowstorm of 2017 didn’t prevent the congregation at St. Michael’s, Parish of Minto and Chipman, from holding their annual Advent 
Service of Lessons and Carols on Dec. 10. This service is a favourite of many. Following the service, coffee and conversation were enjoyed by those present.

Parish of Minto & CHipman
submitted photos

LEFT:  The Christmas Eve service at All Saints Anglican Church in 
the Parish of Bright featured glowing lights, beautiful flowers and 
wonderful music played by Elizabeth Clavet, all of which made the 
service extra special. After the service everyone looked forward 
to the delicious truffles made with love by Ashley Watson. It was a 
beautiful Christmas Eve indeed.

RIGHT:  The WOW group at All Saints Anglican Church, Keswick 
Ridge, Parish of Bright, held its annual Christmas party Dec. 8. 
Instead of exchanging gifts, members decided to bring in some nice 
warm hats, mitts, sweaters and so on to be donated to the men’s 
shelter. They had an overflow of donations in their basket and the 
Christmas bag was full as well! Giving is the spirit!

PARISH OF BRIGHT

submitted photos
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Living amid the tombs: Mental illness in the homeless 
By terence chanDra 

robert* is a 35-year-old schizo-
phrenic man whom i first met 
through my volunteer work at 

the homeless shelter.  
     with his well-groomed, neatly 
trimmed beard, fashionable glasses 
and intelligent gaze, he did not fit my 
stereotype of what a homeless, mentally 
ill man is supposed to look like. 
     it was only by observing his behav-
iour that i came realize that robert 
wasn’t well at all. Pacing back and forth 
between the long rows of tables, robert 
would mutter to himself, carrying on 
an internal discourse with the voices in 
his head. 
     At times, he seemed to be on good 
terms with these inner voices, chuck-
ling merrily at some secret joke that 
only he could hear.  
     At other moments, his tone would 
grow harsh and scolding — so much 
so that i began to worry that his anger 
might erupt into some physical act of 
violence. Thankfully, though, he kept 
his cool throughout the course of that 
night.  
     in the weeks that followed, robert 
became a staple feature of my ministry 
in this city. i would see him at the men’s 
shelter and at the romero house soup 
kitchen; at our church services and at 
our free laundry program.  
     he even became a regular at our 
weekly, Thursday afternoon drop-in 
program. i vividly remember one time 
when he came to our drop-in, sat down 
at one of the tables and picked up a 
small container of plasticine clay that 
my son had been playing with several 
days earlier.  
     Then, using the lump of plasticine, 
he moulded the effigy of a small man 
— a man with whom he proceeded to 
carry on a conversation for up to half 
an hour.  
     it was only after he began to grow 
angry with his creation (and, presum-
ably, his creation with him) that i felt 
the need to intervene by diverting his 
attention to other things. 
     Over the course of a few weeks i was 
gradually able to, in piecemeal fashion, 
put together a general sketch of rob-
ert’s current status in life.  
     he was not originally from our 
town. rather, he came here only re-
cently from another city in the Mari-
times — a city where his parents, along 
with most of his friends and relatives, 
continue to reside.  
     what drew him here was a girl whom 
he had met online. however, for several 
reasons (not the least of these being his 
mental illness) this relationship didn’t 
last. eventually, he found himself alone, 
unhoused and unemployed — a man 
with a severe mental illness trying to 
make his way in a city where he had 
little or no natural supports.  
     For a time, he was utterly adrift. 

Then, after disappearing from our radar 
for several weeks, we finally learned 
that he had returned to his hometown, 
presumably to live with his parents 
and reconnect with his natural support 
system. From time to time, i remember 
to pray for him. 
     in the course of our ministry in the 
inner city, Jasmine and i have met a 
number of people like robert — men 
and women who, due in part to severe 
mental illness, have ended up living on 
the outskirts of society.  
     Perhaps you’ve seen them yourself. 
They amble along sidewalks, loiter on 
street corners and huddle within bus 
shelters. some panhandle; some stare 
blindly into space. They are, in a purely 
physical sense, alive.  
     But to the people who pass by — 
people with schedules to keep, respon-
sibilities to attend to, families to look 
after — they are little more than ghosts, 
phantoms that can be either attended to 
or ignored at will. They don’t live in this 
city so much as they seem to haunt it. 
     here, i’m reminded of a certain 
character from the gospels. This 
character has no name although he is 
sometimes referred to as the gerasene 
Demoniac — a violently possessed 
man, shunted to the outskirts of the 
little seaside village that should have 
been his home.  
     The picture the gospel writers paint 
of him is horrifying: “he lived among 
the tombs,” Mark writes in his gospel. 
“And no one could bind him anymore, 
not even with a chain… Night and day 
among the tombs and on the moun-
tains he was always crying out and cut-

ting himself with stones” (Mark 5:3-5). 
     This is the stuff of nightmares. i 
envision him as gaunt and thin yet 
supernaturally strong, his eyes wide 
with terror and rage, his flesh marred 
by ugly, self-inflicted gashes.  
     skulking alone in this lonely place of 
death, he is a figure that inspires both 
pity and dread in equal measure. in-
deed, for some of us, he may illicit the 
same response as people like robert.  
     No, i don’t mean to suggest that the 
gerasene demoniac was really mentally 
ill instead of demon possessed. Nor 
do i wish to suggest the opposite: that 
the people of today with severe mental 
illness are really suffering from some 
kind of demonic oppression.  
     what i do wish to suggest is this: 
both the man from this story and 
our neighbours suffering from severe 
mental illness do have at least one thing 
in common. They both illicit great fear 
and discomfort and, for this reason, 
are both abandoned — pushed to the 
margins of society.   
     indeed, i know at least a couple of 
churches and service organizations that 
banned our friend robert from being 
on the premises. Frankly, i don’t blame 
them given the kind of disturbing 
behaviour he was capable of exhibiting 
in public.  
     But, at least with regard to the pos-
sessed man from gergesa, Jesus didn’t 
leave him to his loneliness and isola-
tion. instead, he intentionally sought 
him out — boarding a boat, crossing 
the sea of galilee into gentile country 
and purposefully approaching him.  
     even so, Jesus could have gone 

anywhere he chose to seek this one lost 
soul whom everyone else had aban-
doned in the tombs, in effect, writing 
him off as already dead.  
     And, no, although i do believe in mir-
acles, i plainly acknowledge that we may 
not be able to cure them as Jesus did. 
we may not be able to, with one firm 
command, silence the legion of voices in 
their heads, leaving them as Jesus left the 
man from the tombs— “clothed and in 
his right mind” (Mark 5:15).  
     But we can, as Jesus did, begin to 
draw them back into the life of the 
broader community — inviting them to 
our church services and programs; con-
necting them with people and services 
that could help them and, in short, 
drawing them into the ordinary world 
of conversations and laughter, meals 
and friendship.  
     we can get to know them by name, 
wave to them when we see them on 
the street and have supper with them 
at an Outflow meal. in short, we can 
treat them as human beings and not as 
ghosts.  
     we can welcome them as our own 
rather than abandoning them to the 
outskirts of community life, left for 
dead to haunt the tombs. 
     * Robert is not the real name of the 
man I write about in this post and minor 
changes have been made to his story to 
obscure his identity.
The Rev. Terence Chandra and his wife, 
the Rev. Jasmine Chandra, run the 
Central Saint John Community Ministry. 
Reprinted with permission from 
penniesandsparrows.org, the blog of the 
Central Saint John Community Ministry.

morguefile.com
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40 days - 40 prayers for Lent

confirmation,  
baptism

On Sunday, Dec. 10 at Christ Church, Bloomfield, 
Bishop David Edwards presided at a joint parish 
service of Confirmation and Holy Eucharist. Four 
young people were confirmed: Hailey Gallant, 
Carson Hoyt, Morgan McAvity and Bria Wall. 
Jesus said, “Go and make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of 
the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them 
to obey everything I have commanded you. And 
surely I am with you always, to the very end of the 
age” (Matthew 28:19–20).  In response to Jesus’ 
words, Bishop David Edwards and Archdeacon 
Rob Marsh conducted a service of Holy Baptism 
to welcome Bria Wall as a new disciple and 
follower of Jesus Christ. The service included 
participation from the whole congregation both 
to renew their vows and to encourage the newest 
member of the Church to embrace her Christian 
life. Bria was privileged to receive Holly Eucharist 
immediately after her baptism with three of her 
friends from the youth group who were having 
their first communion. It was a blessed day for 
everyone. Back row: the Rev. Brenda Fowler, 
Bishop David, Patti Hoyt, Archdeacon Rob Marsh. 
Front row: Hailey Gallant, Morgan McAvity, 
Carson Hoyt, Bria Wall.

submitted photo

Soup’s On
Every Thursday  

11:30 a.m. – 1 p.m.  
St. John’s Parish Hall,  

58 Broad Rd. Oromocto.  
A variety of  homemade soups, 

rolls and desserts   
~by donation only~

Become a volunteer 
reading mentor 

All it takes is 2 hours/ week 
for 10 weeks.  

Register Now!

elfnb.com 
1.855.898.2533

The 5th Mark of Mission:  
‘Take care of the planet’

Are you interested in joining 
the Creation Matters  

Working Group?

Help raise awareness about 
caring for our precious Earth. 
Interested people should con-
tact the Rev. Ann Fairweather 

of the Nominations Committee 
annfair@nbnet.nb.ca

   14  Ash 
Wednesday - 
your church 
family 

15  Your 
priest, lay 
leaders 

16  
Someone 
who is 
sick   

17  
Refugees 
& 
immigrants 

18  First 
Sunday 
of Lent 

19  Police 
officers 

20  A 
stranger 

21  Teachers 22  Someone 
who hurt you 

23  The 
homeless 

24  Your 
parents, 
guardians 

25  
Second 
Sunday 
of Lent 

26  
Someone 
who is 
lonely 

27  
Someone 
being 
bullied 

28  Orphans 
and widows 

March 1  
Your family & 
godparents 

2  
Farmers 

3  Doctors 
& nurses 

4  Third 
Sunday 
of Lent 

5  Your 
best 
friend 

6  All world 
leaders 

7  
Missionaries 

8  
Grandparents 

9  
Service 
men & 
women 

10  Youth 
workers 

11  
Fourth 
Sunday 
of Lent 

12  Your 
cousins & 
siblings 

13  Our 
bishops, 
primate, 
archbishop 

14  Sunday 
school 
teachers 

15  Your 
community 

16  
Justice in 
the 
world 

17  
Someone 
left out 

18  Fifth 
Sunday 
of Lent 

19  
Forgiveness 

20  Those 
who lead 

21 Those 
preparing for 
baptism  

22 The 
unemployed & 
underemployed 

23  A 
friend 

24  First 
responders  
firefighters  

25  Palm 
Sunday 

26  Those 
living in 
poverty 

27  
Veterans 

28  Newborn 
babies 

29  Maundy 
Thursday – 
Servant 
ministries 

30  Good 
Friday – 
The 
dying 

31  Your 
relationship 
with 
Christ 

April 1 
Easter 
Sunday 

OTHERS:  
Couples, 
singles 

The 
hungry, 
prisoners 

Youth 
leaders, 
senior 
citizens 

A new kid at 
school, 
children in 
war zones 

Children 
waiting  
to be 
adopted 

Victims of 
mental 
illness 
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  B E S T .  J O B .  
E V E R .  

  S U M M E R  2 0 1 8  C A M P  S T A F F

APPLY ONLINE NOW AT 
WWW.CAMPMEDLEY.CA

Episcopal  
Announcements

shawn Branch has joined the 
synod Office staff as par-
ish development officer on a 
full-time basis effective Jan. 2. 
shawn is the former national 
director/mission leader at 
Threshold Ministries. 

The rev. roderick Black was 
made a canon of christ 
church cathedral, effective 
Jan. 1, and was appointed 
Archdeacon of woodstock, 
effective Jan. 2 for a three year 

term. 
The rev. christopher VanBus-
kirk will be made a canon of 
christ church. The installation 
and collation service for him, 
rod Black and the rev. Keith 
Osborne will be held Feb. 4 at 4 
p.m. at the cathedral.  

The rev. caleb twinamatsiko 
has been appointed to the 
Parish of Pennfield. he, his 
wife, hope, their son Tugaine 
Treasure, and daughter kanoel 
Trust, are expected to arrive on 
Feb. 1 pending approval from 
immigration canada. 

caleb is both a former 
student of and for many years, 
the assistant rector and head-
master of Bishop McAllister 
college in uganda, under the 
direction of the rev. canon 
Paul Jeffries. 

he and hope have visited 
New Brunswick twice in recent 
years. 

 
The Rev. Shirley 
Noseworthy, Parish 
of Woodstock made a 
promise to one little 
girl that she could 
place the last ornament 
on the church Christmas 
tree. But Madylin Brown 
was disappointed to find 
out that the decorating 
was taking place on 
a Friday while she 
was in school. So, as 
promised, in church on 
Sunday, Dec. 3, Madylin 
placed the last ornament 
on the tree. She did an 
awesome job, don’t you 
think? 

JuLIE (LAuRIE) BROWN PHOTO

The Church of the Good Shepherd in Florenceville on Dec. 3 was the scene of 
a special presentation to Allison Green who received his Layreader Emeritus 
certificate from the Rev. Bob LeBlanc. Allison has served as a layreader for over 50 
years in the Parish of Wicklow, Wilmot, Peel and Aberdeen.

parish news

submitted photo
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The Rev. Chris Hayes is a 
musician as well as a priest 
serving in the Parish of 
Salisbury and Havelock. 

m u s i c   c o l u m n

Manic Drive’s “Into the Wild” shines bright
i’m writing this on Jan. 2, 

with some of the “usual” 
routine beginning to slip 

back into these early days of 
2018.   
     There is not a lot of new 
music to review so early in 
this calendar year, as most 
of the recent releases have 
been christmas-themed; new 
material seems to take its time 
coming out after the holiday 
season.   
     i’ve been stalled in my 
reviewing.  even the promise 
of homemade cookies by this 
paper’s editor (on condition 
of this article arriving early, be-
fore the deadline) didn’t point 
the way to something new 
right away.   
     so i looked back over 
the last few months of 2017, 
and found a little gem which 
might have been lost among 
the many christmas albums 
and singles, yet shines in 
its own right. let’s consider 
veteran canadian act Manic 
Drive’s latest project, into the 
wild. 
     released in early November, 
this disc is Manic Drive’s sixth 
full-length album since they 
first began recording in 2005.  
     Being together for 13 years 
is something of an accomplish-
ment in christian pop music 
circles, and the band’s synth 

pop-rock style has certainly 
helped set them apart in that 
regard. elements of jazz, funk, 
and rap make their way into 
the music.   
     The band, led by brothers 
Michael and shawn cavello, 
has, from the beginning, 
sought to challenge themselves 
and their listeners to grow 
creatively and spiritually. They 
believe that music can be fun 
while still encouraging people 
in their faith walk.   
     with each release, the 
band’s lyric-writing and 
music-making grow stron-
ger. with this release, gone are 
the somewhat cheesy rhyme 
schemes and predictable chord 
progressions.   
     The lead single, “easier”, for 
example, is classed as a ballad, 
yet the music pushes you with 
its energy, harmony changes, 
and rising lyric line.   
A prayer of sorts, we hear 
them sing, “we can never reach 

new heights / without obstacles 
to climb / no, getting there isn’t 
effortless / i’m gonna need a 
hand with this.”  
     Past Manic Drive had got-
ten a bit predictable at times; 
this release is rather attention-
grabbing. 
     This album, like their oth-
ers, is heavy on synthesizers 
and drum loops. while that 
often points to heavily pro-
cessed, somewhat soulless 
vocal performances, the band 
has learned to work well in this 

genre, and their ability to play 
with tempos, intensity levels, 
and even time signatures in 
a few places have left this a 
refreshingly fluid and “human” 
album.   
     it doesn’t sound processed 
in every single nuance. getting 
your feet moving is one goal 
of the band, and that is not 
hard to do here. “Fun-k” is a 
great song that is upbeat, and 
features some great sax work.  
“Be your Beautiful” sets down 
a fantastic mid-tempo groove, 

complete with cowbell and 
agogo. (Once the cowbell is 
present, you can’t have enough 
of it, it seems - yes, i’m look-
ing at you, will Ferrell and 
christopher walken on satur-
day Night live fans!) 
    while i, personally, am not 
a fan of this particular synth-
based genre, Manic Drive has 
been my guilty pleasure entity 
in my iTunes library ever since 
the days of the album, “Blue” 
(a great album!).   
     This album will be there, 
too. My only negative remark 
to make concerning this 
project might be the opening 
track, “Mic Drop,” which is 
sadly predictable in every way 
possible — lyrically, musically, 
and in terms of form. 
     it does not speak for the rest 
of the album at all. it would 
not have been my choice for 
album opener.   
     get past that, and you are 
in for a treat, one that Manic 
Drive hopes will get your feet 
tapping, and encourage you 
to step out in your faith into 
a new space, with some new 
grooves. enjoy!

Shawn Branch, diocesan parish development officer and  
former national director of Threshold Ministries

Favourite book of the Bible - James 
Birthplace - Saint John 
What you love most about God – Grace 
Favourite place on earth - Anywhere near the ocean 
Farthest you’ve been from home - In Canada, Tofino; in the world, Israel 
Favourite meal or dessert - Pad Thai or anything spicy 
Biggest fear – Drowning (tied with waking up with a horsehead in my bed) 
Hidden talent – It’s still hidden from me 
Favourite movie or book – Lord of the Rings Trilogy 
Three things always in your fridge – Mustard, corn, wasabi  
Favourite sports team – Saint John Sea Dogs

It is very pleasing for me to be able to thank 
all of you again for fully meeting the amount 
requested for our Shared Ministry Budget.  
This is the third year running where we have 
been able to accomplish this and I am ex-
tremely grateful for your efforts.  
It is also good to report that every parish has 
been able to contribute at least in part and 
others, where times are easier financially, have 
been able give more this year.  
Our participation in this budget enables us to 
do the mission and ministry we are called to, 
both through the Synod Office and across the 
Diocese. It is a sign of our mutual support for 
each other as members of Jesus’ Body, the 
Church.  
Part of our role is to stand with each other in 
difficult times and celebrate with each other 
in better times. The Shared Ministry Budget is 
one of the ways in which we do this. 
Once again, thank you each one for the part 
you have played. 
David

A NOTE FROM THE BISHOP
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dinner theatre  
antics

The pressures of raising money to keep our churches afloat 
was the theme of this year’s st. george’s Dinner Theatre pro-
duction of sleepy hollow in Bathurst. 
 
The fictional church of st. Barts has decided to turn the 
manse into a seniors home, but the patrons are not a happy 
lot and devise ways to escape.  
 
The church secretary, Miss kitty (played by edith clous-
ton) is charged with organizing a talent concert. At the best 
of times she is not a happy woman and tends to be on the 
grouchy side. if only she could find a husband! Maybe one is 
housed at sleepy hollow. A joyful hope starts to build within 
her. 

Over 70 people were involved in this year’s three-act pre-
sentation, mostly from the congregation. Actors, kitchen 
crew, decorators, costumers, cleaners, table setters and ticket 
sellers made this production, written and directed by Mary 
wolfe, an event that was the talk of the town! it quickly sold 
out and patrons left laughing and full from a spectacular 
turkey supper.  

Of note, Bishop David edwards played a role in a skit called 
grumpy Old Men! Broadway and hollywood have been 
alerted! 

Though they look happy enough here, the Grumpy Old Men included, from left: Russell 
Berchervaise, Bishop David  Edwards and Hans Derouaux.

LEFT:  Larry Bent as Herald the 
Angel of the Lord;  Patrick and 
Julia Walsh singing “Baby, It’s 
Cold Outside.”

BOTTOM LEFT:  From Sleepy 
Hollow,  The three Kings - The 
Rev. Sandy MacPherson, Jim 
Chamberlain, Hans Derouaux

BOTTOM RIGHT:  Biker Babes 
Hazel Carroll and Wanitta Walls

submitted photos


