May 2020

The monthly Newsletter of:

Agnus Dei Lutheran Church
Gather in Grace

Grow in Faith

Go in Service

The congregation of Agnus Dei Lutheran Church celebrates the amazing diversity of God’s
beloved children. We welcome all, regardless of age, ethnicity, abilities, faith background,
race, family configuration, socioeconomic status, sexual orientation, gender identity or
expression. We enthusiastically invite you into this worshiping congregation as we strive to
share God’s inclusive love with everyone in our community and in our world.

From Our Pastor
Beloved, grace and peace to you. Although this may have been the strangest Easter any of us has
yet celebrated, it is, nevertheless, still Easter—which means Christ is risen! He is risen indeed!
Alleluia!
Hopefully soon appearing on the horizon is an end to the “Stay Home, Stay Healthy” order,
although many questions remain. Will it be safe to go out in public? How will we navigate crowded
spaces? What form will public gatherings take? Our life together will surely look different than it
did pre-COVID-19. We humans are resilient creatures, though. Soon enough we will find our new
normal. We will continue on with our lives, adjusting to the changes and disruptions of this virus
the way we have adjusted to all the changes and disruptions before. If that isn’t a resurrection,
then I don’t know what is.
Perhaps one thing we can learn from all this is that, no matter what, God is faithful. Even a pandemic can’t stop Easter from
coming or keep us from rising to new life. God has created us fearfully and wonderfully, as the Psalmist says, able to rise to
meet challenges we never imagined or anticipated. We do not always meet these new challenges with grace or mercy, but
by the help of God, neither are we destroyed by them. God is faithful. Christ is risen. Alleluia!

Before any of us had ever heard of COVID-19 or coronaviruses, Agnus Dei was already ripe to do some thinking and
wondering of our own. Over the past 5 years, this community has known heartache and joy, stability and uncertainty,
confidence and anxiety. In these last few years, staffing changes and budget concerns have left us wondering how to best
answer God’s call to love and serve our community. The added questions of a post-COVID world only emphasize the
questions we were already facing: what will congregational worship look like? How do we attract new members? How do
we connect with our youth and young adults?
Perhaps the forced change of this pandemic time is a gift to us in that it both allows and forces us to think about what are
the most important parts of our ministry. As we are tucked away from one another in our homes, I would like to invite you
to reflect on these questions:
What are you missing the most right now?
What needs do you see most in yourself? Your neighbors? The wider community?
What gifts have we been given—both yourself and our congregation—that we can share?
Where do you see God at work in this congregation right now?
What has surprised you in this?
What has kept you going?
As we prepare to return to our in-person gatherings and physical ministries, our answers to these questions will help us
discern how best to follow God’s call in this new world. As new opportunities arise, old traditions and practices will end or
evolve. There can be no resurrection without death; but in Christ, neither can there be death without resurrection. This
Easter pandemic time is our invitation to look to God for the promise of new life not only for ourselves, but for this
congregation we all love. God is faithful. Christ is risen. Alleluia!

Yours in Christ,
Pr. Seth

Please let Pastor Seth know if you are in need of pastoral care. If
you would like to be contacted please call the office at 253-8516222 or email pastorseth@agnusdeilutheran.org

A Message from Our Council President
My prayer is that none of our members get this
bad virus; if this should happen, it is my wish that
it would not be severe.
For comfort and for healing:
 Marian Ano
 Barbara Ausich
 Deb Brueckner
 Audrey Clinton
 Alynne Gootkin
 Kyle Gootkin
 Richard and Marilyn
Hermstad
 Dave Kulman
 George Mitchell
 Jack Oakes
 Joannah Powers
 Anne Sapp
 Hal and Myra Snider
 Johnny Tierny
 Rose VanderKlomp
 Trudy Wagner
 Dick Werner
In service to our country:
 Jason Barelli, U.S. Navy
 CAPT. Jenny Nussbaum,
US Public Health Service
For comfort in their grief:
Jeannie Haugen Graham and
family as they mourn the
death of Ken.

The church building may be closed but there are
still things happening. Our properties team is
active. If an alarm goes off indicating a problem
with the heating system, electrical, or perhaps a
water leak, it still needs to be taken care of. The
church lawn is still growing and in need of routine care.
Your council and various other committees are still functioning by
using things like Zoom meetings to talk to each other and make
decisions.
Not knowing how long this situation will last, we can assume our May
congregation meeting won’t be held as an in-person gathering in our
parish hall this year. We are exploring various ways that we could
remotely have this meeting.
As soon as our meeting format is planned we will be sure to let
everyone know how it will function. We hope to have as many as
possible join the meeting, where we will hear an update on our
financial position and select new council members.
Don't forget we still need your support.
Stay well.
God bless each and every one.
Gene Kuest,
Council President

May 17 Congregational Meeting

Our spring congregational meeting will look a bit different this year. Due to the current Stay Home/Stay Safe guidelines, we will meet virtually via Zoom, which can be
accessed by phone or by internet connection, on Sunday, May 17 at 10:30 AM. Our agenda will include an update on the
financial health of our congregation and our preschool; election of new congregation council members, preschool board
members; and appointments to our nominating and audit committees. Please be sure to attend this very important
meeting. The Zoom meeting ID is 842-7803-1733 to attend via the internet or you may phone 253-215-8782. There are
instructions for using Zoom on our website and a letter with details including the meeting password will arrive in your
mailboxes in early May.

Elections Spring 2020
Council – 7 Nominees

2

3 year terms (July – June), can serve 2 consecutive terms
(2018 – 2021) – Dianna Carlson (To fill vacant position)
(2018 – 2021) – Char Franz (To fill vacant position)
(2020 – 2023) – Susan Whitney
(2020 – 2023) – Shari Stava
(2020 – 2023) – Deb Brueckner
(2020 – 2023) – Dick Ohme
(2020 – 2023) – Denny Sapp

Little Lambs Board – 2 Nominees
Two year terms (July – June), can serve 2 consecutive terms
(2020 – 2022) – Rob Powers (re-election)
(2020 – 2022) – Margaret Duncan (re-election)

Zoom Meetings During the COVID-19 Pandemic
By Mary Marquardt
During these many weeks of physical isolation, our church community has
found ways to remain socially, emotionally, and spiritually connected
through the wonders of new technology as well as the old fashioned telephone. Even when the picture reveals TMI or the audio doesn’t work
(again), we are able to enjoy each other’s company through YouTube and
Zoom, and find our teenage selves once again chatting on the phone with
friends.
Weekly text study attendees gather online

Much of Agnus Dei’s business, like the Church Council or Little Lambs
Wednesday mornings at 10am through the
Board, is conducted on Zoom meetings. Others that invite you to join in- meeting app, Zoom
clude many topics of Bible Studies and even our knitting/crocheting
group. The Zoom app is free and works on any device (computer, laptop, tablet, iPad, smart phone) that has a camera and a microphone. Here’s the easiest way to find out what’s going on in our church’s Zoom world:
1) Go to Agnus Dei’s website on the Internet
agnusdeilutheran.org
2) Click on the box that says
Socially Distanced Connecting
3) Now scroll down the page to
Groups and Committees, and under that heading,
Look for a group/day/time you’d like to join
Click on the join button under the topic at the given day and time
4) Follow the other prompts that will connect you audio/visually
Welcome to my Zoom World! The following 3 groups are on my social calendar, but there are others and new groups
forming all the time. Please join any that might be of interest to you.
Gather is our women’s Bible Study that meets the 3rd Tuesday of every month from 1:00 to 3:00. It is an open discussion, following the devotional guide in the Gather magazine, which is written by and for women. The topic for
May is extending hospitality. A problem in this time of physical isolation, it challenges us to think beyond welcoming
and move toward God’s authentic integration/inclusiveness in our congregation as a whole.
Pastor leads the Text study every Wednesday, 10:00 to 11:00, where we examine the Bible readings that will be used
in Sunday’s church service. The discussion is open ended and always stimulating, as the group weaves the Old and
New Testament lessons together with our sharing and our questions.
If you knit or crochet - or are interested in learning - please join our Prayer Shawl Group every Wednesday, 1:30 to
3:00. Our abilities range from raw beginners to skilled masters who help teach/undo mistakes, and always encourage. Prayer shawls aren’t the only projects. Others include small ones like “prayer squares” and dish clothes to complicated sweaters and baby layettes. Of course, our purpose is to share these gifts of our hands together with our
prayers for others.
Contact me (or the church office) if you have any questions, and I’ll help walk you through the steps. Or maybe together we can think of different Zoom groups to form or alternate times to meet, which would open up even more
participation.
Peace,
Mary Marquardt
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Minister of Programs,
Sister Ann Shultz
Holy Week and Easter were surely different than we expected this year! But
even though we have been unable to be together in our sanctuary, we
remember that all of creation is God’s sanctuary and we are thankful for the
opportunity to worship and gather (separately) through the help of technology.
God works in unexpected ways, and I encourage everyone to watch for God at
work in these times. I am confident that the things we are learning now will
become a blessing to Agnus Dei in the near future.
Our small social cluster groups are up and running. If you have not yet heard from your group
leader, let me know and I will help you get connected. These groups are about relationship building
and ensuring that no one becomes isolated.
I am working on creating some fun and creative ways we can all stay connected and strengthen our
community. Many of you received the “ADLC Thinking of You” challenge in your email recently. I
am also looking into ways that we might be able to have some fellowship events using ZOOM. I will
continue to send out Faith Formation materials and opportunities. In addition, I am looking into
creating an At-Home Vacation Bible School that families can do together. My goal is for it to be multigenerational so that everyone in the household can participate, flexible so that it will fit into
everyone’s schedules, and also have a way for folks to share their
experiences with the Agnus Dei community – possibly using our
private Facebook group “Agnus Dei Lutheran Church in Exile.”

Joyfully,
Sister Ann

Little Lambs Preschool

A Ministry of Agnus Dei Lutheran Church

“The Building is still Closed , but the spirit and mission of Little Lambs is alive and
supporting our Gig Harbor Family. We pray for a healthy and safe 2020-21 school opening
in the fall.”

 The wonderful news is that our preschool family: children, parents, staff and board
members all report being healthy and safe. Thanks be to God!!!
 Following the revised guidance, all Washington schools are now closed for the 2019-2020 school year. During
our socially distanced 16 April ZOOM Board meeting, we unanimously agreed to close the preschool for the
rest of the year to match the state. We will continue to financially support our excellent staff and Director
through the end of May and voted to refund our supportive parents and their families their tuition for the
times that the school is closed.

 During this time, Shannon and the teachers have continued to interact with our Little Lambs preschoolers
with story time read-alouds on Facebook, Zoom “playdates”, and class meetings.

 We look forward to a wonderful fall and hope we can safely resume a healthy preschool.
Dave Marquardt, Little Lambs Preschool Board Chair
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As we get further along in this Stay Home, Stay Safe order, the need for financial assistance in our
community continues to escalate. If you are fortunate enough to be in a position to donate, food
banks are open in Gig Harbor and on the Key Peninsula, and will gladly take your gifts of food and
money to help those who are suffering.
Gig Harbor FISH Foodbank, located at 4425 Burnham Drive, Gig Harbor (in back of Harbor Eagles)
is open 9-3, M,W,Th and F. Call 253-858-6179. They provide assistance with food, utility payments and other emergency needs.
If you REALLY need to get out and go for a ride, take your donations to the Ross Bischoff Food
Bank located at 1916 Key Peninsula Hwy (Home). Hours are 2-6, Tuesday-Sat., call 253-884-1997. That is 17 miles from
Agnus Dei!
It is reported that the need is very great there.
Have you been making masks or other sewing? Don’t throw the scraps away...save them for the Scrappie group at GH
Methodist who uses them for crafts and sends extras to the McNeil Is. Pen. sewing group. Just bring them to Agnus Dei
after the building reopens and we will get them delivered.
Been cleaning closets? Goodwill may be closed, but Agnus Dei quilters can use colored sheets...all sizes, thread, crochet
thread, and cotton quilting fabric. Fleece and cotton flannel are needed for baby kits, and the knitting group can use
leftover yarn. Please put those items aside and our community outreach team will gladly take them off your hands just
as soon as our building can safely reopen.
Thank you for sharing your gifts.
Rose, Beverly, Linda Z, Linda R, Debbie, Charlene, Phyllis and Ronnie

FB4K CONTINUES TO ADDRESS INCREASED NEED
The Food Backpacks 4 Kids program provides students experiencing food insecurity with meals for the weekends during the school year. Agnus Dei has long
been a volunteer site for collection and distribution of food for families in our
community.

Community volunteers staff a distribution
site, Saturday, April 18

With the closing of schools, the Food Backpacks 4 Kids operation has needed to
change to a Saturday pick-up of 20 lb. food bags for families at three locations:
Henderson Bay High School, Evergreen Elementary or Gateway Park. In the
period from March 21 to April 11, there was a 134% increase in requests for
food from area families:
-1,358 food bags were given out in four weeks.
- 20,466 lbs of food was distributed to families
- 21,901 lbs. of food was donated to FB4K

$2000 from Agnus Dei members has been given to the FB4K central office for food purchases for this Saturday food
pick-up program. Usually our FB4K crew at Agnus Dei uses contributions to purchase food that we distribute from our
church to four local schools. The Agnus Dei FB4K crew will not be purchasing food for the rest of this school year but
we can assist with funding for this new and larger effort for the entire school district.
The need for food for local families will increase as the economic situation continues to become more dire. Continuing
to donate to FB4K along with your regular offering to Agnus Dei will allow us to send additional money in May and June.
In addition donations of food can be taken to the Donation Station in the back parking lot of the fire station at 6711
Kimball Dr in Gig Harbor. Thanks so much for your continued generosity in helping meet the food insecurity needs of
the neighbors in our community!
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With or without us using our building, the grass and weeds continue to grow
with this fine spring weather. If you need some time out of the house and
free of people, the church front yard could use your mowing talents as well
as a flower bed or two, your weeding skills. Coordinate
with Don Krump (415) 676-9811 if you need access to the mower or yard
tools. God's work is always rewarding.

Endowment Fund
Last month there was an article in the newsletter that announced that our congregation would be voting on Endowment Fund Bylaws during the congregational
meeting on May 17. Due to the disruption caused by COVID-19 we will be postponing the
vote until things are back closer to normal. This decision was based on several factors.
First, this did not seem to be a good time to be voting on financial matters like
the Endowment Fund when our church and many of its members are dealing with financial difficulties brought on by the COVID-19 pandemic.
Second, we felt that due to the limitations of group meetings that it would be
very difficult to present information about the Bylaws in such a way that everyone would
have a good understanding of what the vote would be about.
Finally, we felt that a face-to-face meeting with people asking questions to help with their understanding was
very important.
Over the next (hopefully few) months we will be submitting articles to the newsletter to help explain how an endowment fund can help the various ministries here at Agnus Dei and in our community as well as how the proposed Bylaws would do this.
Mike Snowden, Endowment Committee

Worship
via

SUNDAYS
at 9:45am

APRIL VIRTUAL ATTENDANCE
Number of devices watching live:

Total Views:

Avg View Duration:

April 5, Palm Sunday

50

395

8:48

Maundy Thursday

32

94

17:10

Good Friday

37

105

15:26

Easter Vigil

19

279

2:42

Easter Sunday

100

415

11:10

2 Easter April 19

63

198

15:40

3 Easter, April 29

59

We currently have 91 subscribers to our you tube channel. If you haven’t already, please help us reach our goal of
100 subscribers. When we hit that mark we qualify for a custom URL from making our channel more visible.
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From Your Stewardship Committee:
We know that these are challenging times and so many of us struggle in our own ways during
social distancing and feelings of disconnect from our friends, family, and from our church.
“Our doors may be closed, but the church is always open” is the saying that we live by at Agnus Dei Lutheran Church. Our
ministries continue and we still need your help. Many of us have seen the “Donate” tab on the church website and even
more are using it for the first time. It is super easy to set up a Profile or to use the “Give+” App to make needed donations. Pastor Seth even made a tutorial that you can check out at https://www.agnusdeilutheran.org/donate. Money
comes together even if we can’t and these are ways that you can use to be in control of how we continue to be a blessing
to so many that we touch with our ministries. Thank you all for all that you do each day in making a difference to others.
We are all in this together and we are still making a difference. Please consider giving electronically. Contact any of us in
the Stewardship Committee, Pastor, or the church office if you have any questions.
Blessings and Take Care – Bob Nussbaum, Financial Secretary and Council Member

AGNUS DEI LUTHERAN CHURCH
FINANCIAL REPORT AS OF MARCH 31, 2020
Given the extraordinary circumstances under which Agnus Dei is currently operating, this report is focused on
where we stand regarding necessary revenue to meet our budgeted expenses.
As you will see on the chart below, our General Offerings have been comparable to 2019 through mid-April,
with two notable exceptions. Those are the week of February 15th and the week of April 11th. The last week
of February was higher than last year as well, but offset by the lower amount the prior week.
The giving patterns into early April, 2020 suggest that a few members of the congregation may have chosen
to give their annual tithe earlier in the year to help with cash flow issues (as was suggested at the January
congregation meeting. We don’t have any basis at this point to determine whether the increase in giving will
continue throughout the year, or if it is simply a shift to giving early in the year. As congregation members
will remember, we have a goal of increasing ADLC offerings by $86,000 this year in order to cover our operating budget.
Overall, the financial reports indicate that we are at about the same level of general offerings through the end
of March as in 2019. The increase in April will be reflected on the next monthly financial report, and we will
be able to see how much the cumulative giving has increased for the first four months.
Summary facts:
1. Our total monthly General Offerings of $102,567 are about a 10 percent increase over the amount for
the first quarter of 2019.
2. The increase in General Offerings achieves just under 10 percent of our total goal for sustainable
Growth in Giving for this year ($8,572 of the goal of $86,000) during the first quarter (25%) of the year.
3. The profit of $15,826 from the Leap of Faith Auction has resolved the initial cash flow challenge we discussed at the beginning of the year.
WEEKLY GIVING JANUARY – APRIL 18, 2020
30,000
20,000
10,000
0

2019

20 20
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This just in from Lutheran World
Relief:
Are You Sewing Face Masks?

75,000 Face Mask Challenge!
Around the world, we’ve seen that
COVID-19 has affected every single
country where Lutheran World Relief works. Health systems are still largely under-prepared.
Communities are in danger. Families are at risk.
But our love can protect families around the world!
That’s why we are issuing a challenge: we want to collect
75,000 face masks to send out with shipments of personal care
kits to communities in need around the world. And we want
you to be a part of it!
To take part in the challenge, visit lwr.org/masks to
pledge face masks to add to our overall goal of 75,000. On that
page, you’ll also find step-by-step instructions on how to make
a face mask (although we know many of you already know
how), as well as instructions on how to package and ship masks
to our warehouses. (shipping address is also below)
THANK YOU for all that you are already doing to protect people from COVID-19. We here at LWR headquarters
have been so inspired to see you all put your faith into action
on behalf of your neighbors in need. We hope you will join us
in this mission of hope.
Please feel free to share this message with anyone else
you think might be interested in participating.
Shipping Instructions
Please bundle your masks in groups of 25, put your
bundles in a box and write “MASKS” on the package. Then ship
directly to our warehouse:
Lutheran World Relief
398 East Richmond Street
South St. Paul, MN 55075
651-457-9009

We Celebrate...
MAY BIRTHDAYS
1
Alex Beloate
2
Daniel Smith
3
Tamara Jackson
5
Dave Marquardt, Keith Johnson
6
Sunday Wilson
9
Christy Carter
10
Turi Abbott
11
Wendy Babare, Jerry Mjelde
17
Dave Schinkel
18
Wayne Stark, Ray Vallenga
20
Randy Spitzer
21
Katrina Hay
22
Mary Gossler
23
Patti Christensen
24
Debbie Snowden, Neal VanDerVoorn,
Mavis Moore, Arlene Stang, Aidan
Moore
29
Alex Sobie, Nate Sobie, Carrie Jo Mullens
30
Jeff Henne
31
Emilee Seames
MAY ANNIVERSARIES
2
Alan and Joanne Bucholz
13
Trudy and Elmer Wagner
20
James and Paula Davis
21
Rob and Joannah Powers
23
George and Virginia Kenefick
26
Dave and Veronica Kulman
29
Stephanie and Pastor Seth
30
John and Dorothy Barelli

Agnus Dei Book Group Continues to Meet Via Zoom

Organ Progress

All are invited to join the next book group discussion on May 24 at 11:30 AM. The
link to the zoom meeting can be found
on our church web page on the socially distanced connecting page.

The organ shop has been
closed during the pandemic
so there is no update this
month. It was great to
squeeze in the open house
early in March before all the
closures. There will be
further updates when shop
production resumes.

The book for May is “Underground
Railroad” by Colson Whitehead.
For more information, contact Linda
Zehnder.
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Sunday

26

Monday

27

Tuesday

28

4

30

10:00 AM
Weekly Text Study
via Zoom
1:30 Prayer Shawl
Ministry via Zoom
6:00 PM
Holden Eve Prayer
7:30 Choir Fellowship via zoom

9:30 AM Church
Staff meeting via
Zoom

6

7

10:00 AM
Weekly Text Study
via Zoom
1:30 Prayer Shawl
Ministry via Zoom
6:00 Holden Eve
Prayer
7:30 Choir Fellowship via zoom

10:00 AM Church
Staff meeting via
Zoom

13

14

10:00 AM
Weekly Text Study
via Zoom
1:30 Prayer Shawl
Ministry via Zoom
6:00 Holden Eve
Prayer
7:30 Choir Fellowship via zoom

10:00 AM Church
Staff meeting via
Zoom

19

20

21

1:00 Gather Bible
Study via Zoom

10:00 AM
Weekly Text Study
via Zoom
1:30 Prayer Shawl
Ministry via Zoom
6:00 Holden Eve
Prayer
7:30 Choir Fellowship via zoom

Ascension Day

27

28

10:00 AM
Weekly Text Study
via Zoom
1:30 Prayer Shawl
Ministry via Zoom
6:00 Holden Eve
Prayer
7:30 Choir Fellowship via zoom

10:00 AM Church
Staff meeting via
Zoom

5

9:45 AM
Worship with
Holy Communion
10:30 Virtual
Zoom Fellowship

10

11

12

9:45 AM
Worship with
Holy Communion
10:30 Virtual
Zoom Fellowship
Mother’s Day

17

18

9:45 AM
Worship with
Holy Communion
Congregational
Mtg

24 9:45 AM
Worship with
Holy Communion
10:30 Virtual
Zoom Fellowship
11:30 Book
Group via Zoom

25

Thursday

29

9:45 AM
Worship with
Holy Communion
10:30 Virtual
Zoom Fellowship

3

Wednesday

26

Friday

Saturday

1

2

8

9

15

16

22

23

29

30

10:00 AM Church
Staff meeting via
Zoom
5:30 Theology on
Tap via Zoom

All services can be viewed at the appointed time by clicking the livestream link at https://www.agnusdeilutheran.org/connecting.html
the videos will remain up for later viewing. At this time our You Tube channel has 91 subscribers; when we reach 100 we qualify for a
custom URL, which will make it easier for folks to find it. Be sure to hit “subscribe” and encourage your friends and family as well!
All zoom meetings can be accessed from our church website’s socially distanced connecting page.
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Gig Harbor, WA 98332
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED
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changes to Editor/Church Administrator: Cindy Beals
253-851-6222 office@agnusdeilutheran.org
Church Staff
Pastor: Rev. Seth Novak
253-851-6222, pastorseth@agnusdeilutheran.org

Council
Bob Beals, Julie Bell, Beverly Buster, Katie Hay, Greg Jackson, Gene
Kuest, Larry Mjelde, Bob Nussbaum, Linda Zehnder

Minister of Music: Shari Shull, Deacon
253-851-6222, sharishull@agnusdeilutheran.org
Minister of Programs: Sister Ann Shultz
253-851-6222, sisterann@agnusdeilutheran.org

Little Lambs Preschool
Director/Teacher: Shannon Moore
Email:lambs@agnusdeilutheran.org

Church Musician: Susan Luebeck

Financial Secretary: Kimberly Morgan

Church Administrator: Cindy Beals

Little Lambs Board: Margaret Duncan, Dave Marquardt, Nels Peterson,
Rob Powers, Maggie Rodgers

253-851-6222, office@agnusdeilutheran.org
Congregational President: Gene Kuest
Congregational Vice President: Beverly Buster
Council Secretary: Greg Jackson
Treasurer: Julie Bell
Faith Community Nurse: Zoe Holmes
Faith Community Nurse: Gwen Daugs
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