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Take Home Worship – Sunday October 25, 2020 
By Pete & Diane deGroot & Lesley Ebenstiner - Inlet United Church, Port Moody BC 

 
As we prepare for worship, we acknowledge that the land on which our church communities are 
built is the unceded land of the Coast Salish people, including the Katzie, the Kwantlen, the 
Kwikwetlem, the Tsleil-Waututh, the Musqueam, the Squamish and the Sto:lo First Nations. 
 

 
Call to Worship 

 
True faith needs no defence, it echoes in the soul; 

A faithful life gives evidence of grace that makes us whole. 

True faith, like music, soars beyond our church walls;  

On city streets and ocean shores, from age to age faith calls. 

Expect your faith to grow; begin by being still,  

And in the quiet come to know God’s living, breathing will. 

To live the faith we find, is all that love can ask; 

To sing God’s praise with heart and mind, and rise to meet the task. 

 
Opening Prayer 

(Written by Alydia Smith from “Parables, Prayers, and Promises (UCPH)”; a prayer for World Day of Prayer) 

 
Teach me the language of prayer, God. 
Help me to hear prayers of thanksgiving 
 in the laughter of young children and old friends. 
Help me to feel prayers of lamentation 
 in the silent tears of strangers and loved ones. 
Help me to witness prayers of intercession 
 in small acts of kindness and service. 
Teach me, God, 
 how to pray with my whole being.                 
Amen. 
 

The Seasons of the Tree and Life in Faith 
 
Where did the roots of our faith come from...was it early or later in life? 

Creator God, You are and always will be with us. From our beginning to our end, You are here.  By 

Your grace, we have been shown the path our lives take in the seasons of Creation.  

 

Prayer 

 
Lord above, as it is in spring, we are each conceived and born to Your design. Like the trees, we 

are too young to know our purpose, but we grow and learn. With growth comes experience. We 

learn to weather the storms (pandemics) of life. Our strength is in You, our Creator. May our roots 

stay firmly planted in the love You give, and we pray that with each year we yield “good fruit”. 

Amen 

https://www.united-church.ca/worship-special-days/world-day-prayer
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Reflection 

 
As the trees sprout new leaves and strong roots, so do we as we wait for Spring after a cold winter 

has held us indoors and the pandemic has held us back from doing the things we normally do in 

winter.  We see new life in the animal kingdom.  Did the roots of our faith spring forth during 

this time? 

 
Trees are mentioned in the Bible more than any living thing, other than God and people. And every 
major character has a tree associated with it. Jesus died on a tree because it was prophesied in 
the Old Testament. Trees, like Jesus, give rather than take. 
 
The Romans had many ways to kill people. Stabbing, stoning, burning, drowning, being torn apart 
by lions in the Coliseum for sport—these were all accepted means of execution. 
 
But Jesus was killed on the Cross, a tree stripped of roots and branches. As a Christian, I believe 

that nothing that happens in the Bible is by accident.  So why did God choose to have Jesus 

executed on a tree? 

 

Prayer 
 

Holy One, with summer comes the bounty. Like the flowers, we are now grown in form, and the 

world can be seen in all its glory. The season of plenty, as trees and fields yield crops, bring us joy 

that overshadows that which should concern us. We ask You to keep us ever mindful that we are 

not alone. We need each other. Our strength is in You.             

Amen 

 

Reflection 

 

We see the flowers bloom; we can walk in the forest and smell the earth.  The bushes grow and 

produce berries that we can pick and eat.  

 

We normally have our picnic at Rocky Point Park and a summer clean up at the church.  Do the 

roots of your faith come during this time? 

 

The apostle Paul asserted that if we have gone for a walk in the woods, we are without an excuse 

for knowing God: 

 

“Ever since the creation of the world his eternal power and divine nature, invisible though they are, 

have been understood and seen through the things he has made. So they are without excuse; “  
(Romans 1:20 - NRSV) 
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Trees, like Jesus, give rather than take.  Why did God use a tree for Jesus’ crucifixion?   I think one 

reason is that Jesus never took; he only gave.  He never owned a house, and the only animal he 

ever rode was borrowed.  He could have dressed like King Solomon, but he is only recorded to 

have owned one coat.  In many ways, trees are like Jesus.  They give, and they keep giving.  They 

give life and beauty.  They give shade and rest.  They clean the air.  They hold back erosion.  They 

offer shelter, food, and protection. 

 

Prayer 
 

Lord of All, when we reach the autumn of our lives, let us remember, that like the trees and plants 

we are only quiet, not gone. Life’s knowledge and wisdom is in the trunk and branches, not in the 

fruit. We rest in the understanding that life is a cycle, an ebb and flow guided by Your hand. Thank 

you for the gift of life, the energy of youth, and now the wisdom of experience. May we use this 

time and knowledge to better the world, each other, and ourselves.                  

Amen 

 

Reflection 
 

We are told to be like trees planted by streams of water that yield their fruit in season: 

 

“They are like trees 

    planted by streams of water, 

which yield their fruit in its season, 

    and their leaves do not wither. 

In all that they do, they prosper.” 
(Psalm 1:3 - NRSV) 

 

Trees are the oldest living things on earth.  There are trees alive today that were already ancient in 

the time of Christ.  In fact, God gives trees a ring to mark every birthday! 

 

Is this a time in your life when your faith grows stronger? 

 

Prayer 
 

God of all that is and ever will be. When we reach the winter of life, You call us back. Our work is 

done and our purpose fulfilled. The next season is left to the young. The cycle is complete, and we 

are ready to travel home to You. The seasons of life cannot be counted in years. Our human 

understanding is limited. Your people are capable of winter at twenty, and summer at eighty. Let 

each travel his or her spirit path as guided by You, Lord. We are not alone. Within each of us is the 

light of the Holy Spirit. That is the gift You have given each of Your people. That is what we are 

meant to share. Blessed is the Lord of all Creation.  

Amen    
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Reflection 
 

How has your faith grown?   

 

Jesus said: 

 

“I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower.”  
(John 15:1 - NRSV) 

 

The Bible refers to itself as the Tree of Life: 

 

“She is a tree of life to those who lay hold of her; 

    those who hold her fast are called happy.” 
(Proverbs 3:18 - NRSV) 

 

God is always trying to teach humans to think long-term.  Trees can live as long as 10,000 years.  

We get blinded by short-term gain and lose sight of eternity.  God wants us to see the forest and 

the trees.  

 

Paul also wrote that Christians are like branches grafted into Israel’s tree trunk, with roots that help 

us stand fast and firm no matter what troubles come our way: 

 

“But if some of the branches were broken off, and you, a wild olive shoot, were grafted in their 

place to share the rich root of the olive tree, do not boast over the branches. If you do boast, 

remember that it is not you that support the root, but the root that supports you.” 
(Romans 11:17-18 - NRSV) 

 

From our Vision Tree:  Branches and leaves – represent our reaching out and connecting with 

individuals and groups within our church community and the wider community.  The branches 

create a safe space for growing on our spiritual journeys.  We are learning and relearning ways to 

deepen our participation in worship, spiritual practices and seeking justice and healing for the world 

as we walk with others on our shared spiritual journey.  The branches and leaves release oxygen 

(life giving spiritual practice, belonging and justice) into the environment around them. 

 

Offering 

 
Bless us, O God, as we share what we are able for the sustaining of our church during this time 
when we are unable to be “in church”. 
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Prayer for a Pandemic 
(Written by Cameron Bellm of Seattle) 

 
May we who are merely inconvenienced  
 remember those whose lives are at stake. 
May we who have no risk factors 
 remember those most vulnerable. 
May we who have the luxury of working from home 
 remember those who must choose between preserving their health or making their rent. 
May we who have the flexibility to care for our children when their schools close, 
 remember those who have no options. 
May we who have to cancel our trips 
 remember those that have no safe place to go. 
May we who are losing our margin money in the tumult of the economic market 
 remember those who have no margin at all. 
May we who settle in for a quarantine at home  
 remember those who have no home. 
As fear grips our country, 
 let us choose love. 
During this time when we cannot physically wrap our arms around each other, 
 let us yet find ways to be the loving embrace of God to our neighbours. 
Amen. 
 

Benediction 
(From https://www.lords-prayer-words.com/prayers_before/benediction_prayer.html) 

 
May the God of peace who raised Christ from the dead,  
Strengthen your inner being for every good work. 
And may the blessing of God Almighty,  
Father, Son and Holy Spirit 
Rest upon you and dwell within you,  
This day and evermore.   
Amen. 


