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-The Kingdom of Heaven- 

Date:  November 8, 2020 (Pentecost 23) 

1.  Texts:  Joshua 24:1-3a, 14-25; Ps. 78:1-7; 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18; Matthew 25:1-13. 

2.  Subject:  discipleship. 

3.  Topic:  citizenship in the Kingdom of God. 

4.  Aim:  challenge, encourage, guide. 

5.  Proposition:  “While acceptance in the Kingdom of God is assured through faith, we still have to prepare to get 

there.” 
 

PREPARE TO GET INTO THE KINGDOM 

 

 The good news for today is that every disciple of Jesus is a citizen of the 

Kingdom of Heaven.  Each of us became a citizen through our commitment of 

faith in Christ Jesus.  Each of us has all the rights and privileges of a citizen of 

God’s kingdom.  Our entry into eternity is assured.  That’s the good news, the 

gospel. 

 

 The bad news is that we have to prepare to enter eternity.  Well, that’s not 

exactly “bad news”, but it might be unexpected by some.  Our entry is assured, 

but we have to get ready for the kingdom. 

 

 That’s what Jesus meant in telling his Parable of the Bridesmaids.  Entry is 

assured but only if you are ready to enter.  The wise bridesmaids prepared by 

bringing extra oil with them.  They knew that a groom could be late.  They came 

prepared to enter the feast. 

 

 The foolish bridesmaids were not prepared, even though they, too, must 

have known that drinking grooms sometimes were sometimes late.  Entry to the 

reception was assured, but the unprepared will not enter.   

 

 So it is, said Jesus, with the Kingdom of God.  Disciples must prepare to 

enter the Kingdom of God. 

 

 Now, we just have to figure out how to prepare—and Jesus gave us no clues 

in this parable. 

 

 Starting in chapter 24, Matthew’s Gospel is building quite a strong picture 

of the end times.  Temple worship will come to an end.  There will be false 
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messiahs, political unrest and natural disasters.  Many disciples will fade away 

under the pressure from society and those who remain will suffer persecution.  

The return of the genuine Messiah will be marked with disasters, tragedies and 

unmistakeable signs of his divine presence on earth.  No one will be able to 

predict when all this will occur, but it will happen.  The return of the Christ will 

come and it will be a recognizable and disturbing time.   

 

 The Parable of the Bridesmaids only lays out the mandate to be prepared.  

But the Parable of the Faithful Slave actually gives us some ideas about being 

prepared.1  Matthew placed this parable just in front of the Bridesmaids.  The 

Parable of the Faithful Slave makes it 100% clear:  the disciple must be doing his 

God-given work when the Kingdom of God comes.  The disciple prepares for the 

return of the Christ by fulfilling his ministry in the service of God’s mission. 

 

 This same truth is brought forward in the Parable of the Talents.  That one 

ends with a servant who didn’t fulfill his ministry: 

Then the one who had received the one talent also came forward, 

saying, “Master, I knew that you were a harsh man, reaping 

where you did not sow, and gathering where you did not scatter 

seed; so I was afraid, and I went and hid your talent in the 

ground. Here you have what is yours.” But his master replied, 

“You wicked and lazy slave! You knew, did you, that I reap 

where I did not sow, and gather where I did not scatter? Then 

you ought to have invested my money with the bankers, and on 

my return I would have received what was my own with 

interest. So take the talent from him, and give it to the one with 

the ten talents. For to all those who have, more will be given, and 

they will have an abundance; but from those who have nothing, 

even what they have will be taken away. As for this worthless 

slave, throw him into the outer darkness, where there will be 

weeping and gnashing of teeth.”2 

This wicked and lazy disciple, like the foolish bridesmaids before him, are 

excluded from the blessing of the Master. 

 
1 Matthew 24:45-51. 
2 Matthew 25:24-30.   



Page 3 of 5 

 

-The Kingdom of Heaven- 

 

 While the Parable of the Bridesmaids only lays out the necessity for the 

disciple to be prepared, other parables make the how of our preparation clear:  we 

live the life of the genuine disciple through our ministry in God’s service.   

 

 Of course, after 1,987 years of trying to figure this out, the Church has some 

pretty clear guidelines on what living that life of preparation is to be. 

He has told you, O mortal, what is good; 

   and what does the Lord require of you 

but to do justice, and to love kindness, 

   and to walk humbly with your God?3 

[Jesus said,] Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, 

baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of 

the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything that I have 

commanded you. And remember, I am with you always, to the 

end of the age.4 

[Jesus] said to him, ‘ “You shall love the Lord your God with all 

your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind.” This 

is the greatest and first commandment. And a second is like it: 

“You shall love your neighbour as yourself.” On these two 

commandments hang all the law and the prophets.’5 

 

 The disciple prepares for the return of the Christ by 

1. living justly, kindly and humbly; 

2. by making other citizens of the kingdom; 

3. by loving God with all that he or she is; and 

4. by loving others similarly.   

The disciple who so lives is prepared for the return of the Christ.  The disciple is 

assured of entry into the Kingdom of God but must prepare for that entry. 

 

 I think this preparation is mandatory because it demonstrates to the disciple 

what citizenship in God’s kingdom really means.  Not everyone who blandly 

 
3 Micah 6:8. 
4 Matthew 28:18-20.   
5 Matthew 22:37-40.   

Post or project. 
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says, “Oh, yeah, I believe in God,” will actually get into the kingdom.  Entry into 

the kingdom is based on a life-transforming relationship with God through Jesus 

in the power of the Holy Spirit.  We don’t just believe—we have to live what we 

believe.  It’s only a trick of linguistic history, but the verbs “live” and “love” are 

only differentiated by one vowel.  If we are to be citizens of the Kingdom of God 

we have to live our love so that we demonstrate to ourselves that we are God’s 

citizens.  So faith assures us of our citizenship, but our lives here prepare us for 

that citizenship.   

 

 Somehow, we disciples inside the Church have to share this message 

outside the Church.  This is not easy. 

 

 You see, fearful that we might frighten potential donors away, the Church 

has presented most frequently a gospel without expectations.  We invite people 

to join us and never mention anything like any requirements of membership.  

That would be like an employer hiring someone but never saying that there are 

hours to be worked.  That would be like a hockey team taking on a member 

without telling them that they are expected to attend practices.  But the modern 

Church does this all the time:  “Sure, just come in and sit down.  Enjoy yourself.”  

Then, once we’ve apparently got them hooked, we say, “Well, we do expect that 

you’ll give some percentage of your net income.  And by the way, could you teach 

Sunday School this year?”  In a parallel fashion, the Church says, “Jesus loves you 

and so do we,” without any indication that God might have expectations of his 

citizens.   

 

 But, according to the Bible, God does expect that we will prepare to enter 

his kingdom.  He does expect that we will share our citizenship.  To do this 

effectively we citizens  

1. have to be convinced of our own citizenship in the 

Kingdom of God; 

2. have to be convinced of the benefits (eternal and practical) of our 

citizenship; 

3. have to be preparing to enter the kingdom through our living and loving; 

4. have to be convinced of the need to prepare for the kingdom. 

Post or project. 
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If we are to share our citizenship and communicate God’s expectations of that 

citizenship, then we must be convinced ourselves. 

 

 Then, we intentionally share our citizenship by sharing our lives and our 

faith.  We learn to share 

• how God moved into our hearts; 

• how we’re trying to live out our salvation; 

• how living according to God’s expectations has transformed our daily lives. 

And we don’t just share that in our words, we share it also in our actions.  We 

allow people to hear and to see what it means that we are citizens of the Kingdom 

of God.   

 

 This is actually part of our good news, part of God’s gospel for us.  We have 

the privilege of being citizens and the privilege of sharing that citizenship with 

others.  Let’s accept this with gratitude and live out God’s love in word and deed. 

 

 AMEN.   


