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Here we are in September, after a summer like no other.  This is the time 
of year when normally we would be getting organized for the regular 
activities of St. Luke’s church to be started.  Things like Sunday School, 
Choir, Servers and Thursday Eucharists.  Those with children in school 
would be more than ready to send them back, as would the students, 
whether they admitted it or not! 
But this year is very different.  There is uncertainty and some fear.    
School will not look like it has ever looked in the past.  Our day to day 
activities have not, and will not, be the same.  In a devotional that 
Elizabeth and I use daily, Edmond Browning (1929-2016), a former 
Presiding Bishop of the US Episcopal Church, quoted a passage from 
the Prayer For The Human Family in the American BCP; “O God...work 
through our struggle and confusion to accomplish your purposes on 
earth…” 
 While this reflection was written in 1997, I felt it was very applicable to 
today.  He quotes St. Augustine: “Here we have no abiding city…”, and 
then Bishop Browning says “Until the end of our time on earth, we will be 
plagued with uncertainty.  It is the way of life.  Whenever we think it is 
not,….it is only because we have overlooked something important.”   
Perhaps we have forgotten our connection with God, but when we are 
“plagued with uncertainty” we can be assured that God is with us and if 
we are open to it, He will guide us though our uncertainty and fear. 
Part of that connection to God is in the Eucharist, and it is something we 
have sorely missed. Although ‘on-line’ services have met a real need, we 
have not had a Eucharist since early March. In Noel’s reflection in this 
Newsletter, he outlines a plan to help fill that gap in our lives on 
September 20th.   

Submit items for the October Newsletter by September 25th.        
mthain@telusplanet.net 
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Noel’s Reflection: 
 

“Who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” John 9:2  
As if the world wasn’t hurting enough, our hearts were broken once again on March 19 when 
we awoke to reports of a mass killing in Nova Scotia. It didn’t take long for media outlets to 
begin to point out what they perceived to be flaws in the way the RCMP responded, or to try to 
dig up dirt from former co- workers or neighbours, essentially looking for more bad news to 
heap upon us. Bad news upon bad news. The weight of it can be suffocating.  
News may travel faster than it ever has, but our fascination for trying to make sense of bad new 
is nothing new. Even the Gospels tell stories of people blaming catastrophe on the sin of others, 
whether that be towers falling on workers or people being born blind. It seems that we are 
drawn to bad news like a moth to the light, and we are quick to add our opinions, even though 
our opinions do nothing to change matters.  
Jesus invites us to see the world differently. Rather than wallowing in bad new, he shows us the 
Good News and how we can be free of all that darkens and ensnares us. In him we see that God 
does not offer idle commentary or opinion, but rather chooses to walk with us in our dark 
hours. He even suggests that God’s glory can be revealed in the situations that invite our gossip. 
Our God, it would appear, is far greater and more powerful than the worst of our bad news.  
In the context of our “bad news” culture, even Jesus’ crucifixion is scandalous. Mockery, 
opinions, rumors; all would have abounded in the days after Jesus’ death. As bad as that could 
have been, God chose that particular moment in history as the one to redeem all of history, and 
to forever change the future. Life did not end on the cross, it thrived in the Resurrection. As 
pervasive as bad news appears, it is the Good News that triumphed in Jerusalem 2000 years 
ago and will in Nova Scotia and the world today.  
Noel+  
O God our defender, 
storms rage about us and cause us to be afraid. Rescue your people from despair, 
deliver your sons and daughters from fear, 
and preserve us all from unbelief; 
through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord  
The Rev. Dr. Marc Jerry has been chosen as the next President of Luther College in 
Regina, effective July 1st.  We will miss Marc and his family, but certainly congratulate 
him and wish them all the best in this new chapter of their lives.  We hope to be able to 
have a special event of some sort to honour the Jerrys and their time with us.  
Further details will be forthcoming. 
 

 
 
WEBSITE 

OLDCHURCHRD.COM 
 
Visit it often to check for news and upcoming events.  If anyone has an item they feel might be 
appropriate for inclusion on the website please send it to website@oldchurchrd.com. 
 

PLEASE NOTE SOME OF THIS MAY CHANGE DEPENDING ON CIRCUMSTANCES WITH 
COVID-19.  UPDATES WILL BE POSTED ON THE WEBSITE 

 
During this time when we are not meeting face to face it is  

EXTREMELY IMPORTANT if you change contact information, 
eg. address, phone number or email address, that you notify the office 

at: office@oldchurchrd.com 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

WATCH THE WEBSITE AND YOUR EMAILS FOR INFORMATION ABOUT ON LINE WORSHIP 
AND OTHER MEETING OPPORTUNITIES 

 
TENTATIVE SCHEDULE: 

 
Ladies’ Group Meetings: Watch the Website and emails for further dates 
Men’s Group Meetings:    Watch the Website and emails for further dates       
Bible Study:   Wednesdays at 10:00  
Sunday Worship: 10:00 – See note below under ‘Around the Parish’ and on the website 
for further information regarding ‘on-line’ access 
 

WATCH FOR UPCOMING NEWS OF IMPORTANT MEETING 
 

Special Meeting of Parishioners: For safety reasons, we are planning to have some important work 
done on the church bell tower. This will require a sizable expenditure on our part. Although we do have 
the funds available in our capital fund, we will be asking parishioners for input on this matter and ask 
you to vote to proceed with the work. The meeting will take place on Zoom. The date for this meeting 
is still being firmed up but will likely happen on an evening during the week of September 20. Please 
watch for more information.  
 
SEE THE WEBSITE (UNDER NEWS) FOR INFORMATION ABOUT ON LINE GIVING TO THE 
PARISH 

This information is also included in this Newsletter under Financial Statement 
 

Helping Hands: We have several people willing to run errands for anyone who is housebound during 
this time.  Please email Noel at vicar@oldchurchrd.com if you would like to avail yourself of this service. 
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Heat the Church--updated: 
Just as it is important to continue giving your regular donations to the church, those who 
wish to contribute to this fund can do so under the donate button on the website or by 
Direct e transfer as outlined below.  To the end of July, we have had 43 days covered.  
This time last year we had 44 days. 
 
Financial Statement: 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
This chart speaks for itself.  As stated before, we did have an ambitious budget for our 
giving which obviously did not take into account Covid-19. Fortunately, our costs 
continue to be below budget so our overall picture is not as bad as it might be.  It is 
realized that times are tough for some people and that is accepted.  For those who do 
not have a preauthorized plan it may be difficult to get your offering to the church.  
These are some suggestions: 

1.       Drop Off Days – on Tuesdays and Thursdays, if you are out and about, offering envelopes 
can be deposited in the Church mail slot to the right of the hall doors. The mailbox will be 
checked at the end of the day and offerings will be retrieved for safe keeping. Please do not put 
cash in the mailbox. 
2.       By Mail – cheques can be mailed to the Church. The address is 4929 – 54 St. Red Deer T4N 
2G7. Please do not mail cash. 
3.       Helping Hands – we have several people willing to run errands for anyone who is 
housebound during this time. We can arrange for your offering to be picked up at your home. 
Please email Noel at vicar@oldchurchrd.com if you would like to arrange this. 
4.       Online Donation – you can donate through the Church website by clicking on “Donation” in 
the menu at the top of the main page. This takes you to our Canada Helps page. Canada Helps is 
a charitable organization that facilitates online donations for other charities. This option 
requires the use of a credit card. 
5.  Interac E-Transfer Direct Deposit - Using your online banking service, you can do Interac   
e-transfers and electronically send your offering to St. Luke's. We are registered to receive e-
transfers as direct deposits so no passwords are required.  It is helpful if you put your name, and if 
not on our parish list, your address, in the message portion of the transfer.  You can also designate 
if it is a contribution to 'Heat the Church'. 
6.   Pre-Authorized Withdrawal – many of our regular donors use this option. You can set up a 
monthly withdrawal from your chequing account for whatever amount you choose. This method 
is not only convenient, from the Church’s perspective it is consistent and dependable. Should 
you be interested in this, the required form is on the last page of this Newsletter and may be 
mailed to the church:  St. Luke’s Church, 4929-54th Street, Red Deer, AB, T4N 2G7.  This 
arrangement can be cancelled or changed at any time. 

As always, we would like to thank you and commend you for your financial support of St. Luke’s. Thank 
you also for your willingness to be flexible as we find our way in these strange times.  

, Actual  Year To Date Year To Date Year To Date 
 July 2020  Actual  Budget Variance  
Income 13,250.97 90,857.86 111,186.25 20,328.39 

Expenses   6,180.59 96,615.65 111,186.25 14,570.60 
Net 7,070.38 5,757.79 0 5,757.79 
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Outreach at St. Luke’s Anglican Church:  

Thanks to all the people who contributed to the outreach campaign to support the 
Central Alberta women’s Emergency Shelter.  While at this time we do not have a 
specific outreach plan, you might consider a donation to the Red Deer Mustard Seed as 
they provide help to those affected by the recent fire downtown.  Donations can be 
made through their website of www.theseed.ca.  

--“I tell you this: anything you did for one of my brothers here, however humble, you did 
for me.”  Matt 25:40.                                                                                                              
--“God has no need of your money, but the poor have. You give it to the poor, and God 
receives it.”  St. Augustine 

Flower Calendar and Memorial Dedications: 
While flowers on the altar are on hold during this time of isolation, the opportunity still 
exists to remember loved ones and special dates as we do when sponsoring flowers. 
For now, the Flower Calendar is suspended. You are not responsible for sponsoring 
dates for which you may already signed up. If you have prepaid a flower donation, you 
will be contacted so that you can let us know how to proceed. 
In the absence of the Flower Calendar. Please let us know of people and events that 
you might like remembered as a Special Dedication on a particular Sunday. If you so 
choose, you can make a donation to accompany your memorial and these can be 
designated to the Memorial Fund, General Fund, or any other Special Fund of your 
choosing. Special Dedications will appear in the announcements on the designated 
Sunday. If you wish to make a donation, please refer to the information above 
regarding donations. If you are going to send a cheque, please email the office at 
office@oldchurchrd.com to let them know about your dedication and the Sunday you 
would like it to appear. If doing an E-transfer, put in the message section your 
dedication, the date you would like it to appear and the fund to which you would like the 
money designated.  

Noel’s Reflection: 
 
In the lectionary that prescribes our weekly lessons, we are at a point in the Old 
testament where we take a look at the make or break event of the People of Israel. 
Moses, the Deliverer, finds his calling and leads his people out of slavery and into an 
experience that will transform them and prepare them to take possession of the 
Promised Land. The experience was transformative for many reasons. One of those 
reasons was that it was difficult and uncomfortable. The Exodus required the people to 
leave familiarity behind, and with it the sense of control that it affords. However, we do 
not like it much when it feels like we are not in control.  

There are many instances in the Exodus where people’s need for control got the best of 
them and the grumbled and complained. “Let’s go back to what we knew. It was hard, 
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but at least we didn’t go hungry.” They even had their own version of conspiracy 
theories, “Did you bring us out here to die?” was an oft used challenge to the 
leadership.  

These things happened a very long time ago, but they don’t sound particularly different 
to the kinds of things we hear in the midst of this pandemic. When will it end? When will 
life return to normal? Is it really happening after all?  

For the People of Israel, the proving came in the form of learning to trust God knowing 
that he was in control. Perhaps we will be shaped and proven in a similar fashion.  

We do not know when we will be able to return to our familiar ways of worship. It is likely 
to be a very long time yet before our liturgies resemble what we remember from six 
months ago. There will be many questions to which we will not have answers. However, 
we can depend on God who goes through it all with us. Perhaps we will learn things 
about who we are and what we can become.  

***  

As we make plans to be able to return to our church building, we need to remember that 
at this point, in terms of our worship, we will not be returning to what we remember. The 
plans that we are putting in place require strict adherence to Provincial guidelines; the 
same guidelines that recommend that people 65 years of age and older refrain from 
attending public worship. Being that many of you fall into this category, this presents us 
with something of a challenge.  

Rather than mourning the things that we cannot do we will engage those things that we 
can. We will start small and evaluate each service before planning the next one. By 
modifying our practices and limiting time, we can provide opportunities to be in the 
church that will be low risk in terms of virus exposure. The choice will be yours as 
whether you participate, but we will do all that we can to make things as safe as we can 
for those who do.  

While we are still working out the logistics of how things will work and what we need to 
accomplish them, I can offer an overview of the plan. On the morning of September 20, 
we will have an online Eucharist service using Zoom. In the afternoon we will have 
scheduled visitations at St. Luke’s. You will have an opportunity for some quiet time and 
prayer in the church, and then you will be invited to receive Communion. In order to 
facilitate social distancing, you will be seated at a predetermined station in the pews. 
Each station can be occupied by a single person, a couple, or a family/cohort group. For 
those of you unable to attend, or not wanting to risk attending, but still wanting to 
receive the Sacrament, we will be able to set up short visitations at your front door 
throughout that week.  

Please watch for more information and instruction closer to the date.  
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Parish Council Profiles: 

This is the continuation of our series of profiles of Parish Council members.  By getting 
to know who are your representatives, and a bit about them, we hope it will be easier for 
you to approach them if you have any concerns or questions.  This month we profile 
Daniel Jerusalimiec. 
 

Wanita and I began attending St. Luke’s in the spring of 2017. In      
September 2019 we were accepted into the membership of the 
World Wide Anglican Communion by Archbishop Gregory Kerr-
Wilson.  For us it has been a breath of fresh air to worship God in a 
liturgical format.  
I grew up in a Christian home, my father and mother were 
ministers.  At a young age I also was attracted to vocational 
ministry, so I moved to Canada, my mother’s country, to receive 
theological education and earned a Master of Divinity degree.  
I have been a pastor in Canada and later on Wanita and I were 
missionaries in Argentina where I taught Bible and Theology. 

Returning to Canada I moved into a lay ministry role and have been in church boards in 
several capacities. I also bring experience from the secular setting. Currently I am a 
member of the Red Deer Municipal Planning Commission where decisions about 
buildings in our city are being made. I had the honour at one point to be the foreman of 
a jury in the Alberta Provincial court.    
I am on Council because, in my opinion, those able and capable of doing so should 
serve at some point.  It is part of belonging to a community of faith.  In my term of Parish 
Council, I hope to bring a fresh outlook. Perhaps I will be able to inquire about things 
that are obvious to others.  I’m also on the “committee” dealing with the restoration of 
the bell tower given my experience with buildings at a city level and my job in a local 
structural engineering firm. 
However, I expect to receive more than give to Parish Council, as I learn and grow into 
the Anglican tradition. 
 
Around the Parish: 
 
St. Luke’s Back Country Hike: 
 
You may have missed it in all the craziness of this summer, but St. Luke's had its first 
official back country hike July 22nd-24th.  At least, I think it was a first?  And, please 
accept my apologies if you were interested in backpacking but did not get asked.  It 
really became the "first annual St. Luke's hike" after we noticed who all was hiking 
together: Mark Stang, Michael McAuliffe, Daniel Jerusalimiec and myself (Phil Wright), 
and because we wanted to make sure to do this again.   
 
The hike started out with Daniel leading the hikers in prayer.  That seemed to mark both 
the beginning of the Hike and the beginning of the theological conversation... and it 
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never really ended for the next three days.  The conversation did wander to lots of 
different places, but it always seemed to come back to the central discussion of God in 
our lives.  I found the stories and the conversations to be extremely rich and I found 
myself reflecting on the hike and on the conversations many times in the days since.  I 
also felt like it was an excellent opportunity to get to know some of the men in our 
church in a much more personal way. 
   
Here is how Daniel summarized the weekend.    
 
"I was expecting the challenge of the mountain: the hiking on the trail with a heavy back 
pack, the scramble up the slope, the bush whacking.  What took me by surprise was not 
the needed physical skill and strength, but the spiritual delight we found as we shared 
our stories and our journeys with each other. I was not expecting that, but after all, why 
shouldn’t I? We are brothers in Christ; sharing the same Christ-given life. If you had 
been on the trail with us, perhaps at this point you would have said “Enough theology 
discussion for me”.  However, the success of our camaraderie and good fellowship was 
honesty and good questions for a discussion. It not only filled the time around the fire 
but was spiritually enriching. 
To scramble where there is no trail is exhilarating, above the tree line on the smooth 
rock, or not so smooth, just climbing up over rocks or loose shale.  The reward is to see 
the glacier cradled among the peaks.  Then the real challenge is coming back the 
mountain and finding the end thread of the trail to return back to camp. Or perhaps the 
only way to get over that mountain pass is to “bush whack” for a while, walk over rotten 
logs, get your boot stuck in it and lose your balance. After 40 minutes one says, 
“Enough is enough”, the other says, “this is no fun”, then it starts to rain, so the logical, 
wise and practical decision is to turn back. 
It was a trip to be remembered!" 
  
The standing joke throughout the trip was to make plans for the second, third, fourth, 
etc. Annual Hikes.   So... expect to see offers for future St. Luke’s hikes. 
      Submitted by Phil Wright 
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Church Hall: 
The floors in the Parish Hall were stripped and re-waxed August 15th and 16th.  On 
August 22nd a work crew cleaned and moved the hall furniture out of the church and 
back in to the hall.  All the books in the pews were also removed in preparation for our 
being able to be back in the building for worship. 
 
Garden Crew: 
Although we are not in the building, the grounds still need to be looked after.  Our 
Gardening Crew has been doing this.  If anyone is able to help, please contact Beth 
Mapletoft.  She can be contacted through garden@oldchurchrd.com or the Church 
Office at office@oldchurchrd.com. 
 

Prayer during a Pandemic 
This is from St. Paul's Church in Lexington, Kentucky and was provided by the Primate, 
Archbishop Linda Nicholls, to PWRDF, who posted it on their website. 
May we who are merely inconvenienced                                                           
Remember those whose lives are at stake.                                       
May we who have no risk factors,                                                   
Remember those most vunerable.                                                                                  
May we who have the luxury of working from home                                            
Remember those who must choose between preserving their own health or making their 
rent.                                                                                                                                    
May we who have the flexibility to care for our children when their schools close   
Remember those who have no options.                                                                       
May we who have to cancel our trips                                                                          
Remember those who have no safe place to go.                                                              
May we who are losing our margin money in the tumult of the economic market 
Remember those who have no margin at all.                                                               
May we who settle in for a quarantine at home                                                       
Remember those who have no home.                                                                             
As fear grips our country                                                                                                   
Let us choose love.                                                                                                       
During this time when we cannot physically wrap our arms around each other,             
Let us find ways to be the loving embrace of God to our neighbour.                         
Amen 
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