
E N G A G E
lessons from the book of Jonah

Read the following passage together - Jonah 1
Part 1. Resistace is Futile
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Get Started

1. Have you ever been caught in a major storm while travelling? Describe it.  
 

 Questions for Conversation

1. How do you think the prophet Jonah felt when he heard the ‘word of the Lord’? 

 a. Overwhelmed                           b. Afraid 
 c. Confused                                    d. Enraged 

2. How does Jonah’s response compare to other prophets? (see 1 Kings 17:1-6; Jeremiah 1:4-10) 

3. Tarshish was about 2,000 miles in the opposite direction of Nineveh. What did Jonah think when he fled? 

 a. God can get another prophet           b. God will never find me 
 c. I’m due for a vacation about now     d. Nineveh doesn’t deserve God’s mercy 

4. Jonah prophesied during the reign of Jeroboam II. This was a time of great prosperity and security for 
             Israel. How might this sense of security have factored into Jonah’s attempt to withhold God’s message 
             from the sworn enemies of Israel? 

5. Read Matthew 12:38-41. What connection does Jesus make with the story of Jonah? 

6.          God intervened to overrule Jonah’s disobedience. What does that say about the importance of this 
             mission? Did God’s interference negate Jonah’s free will? 

 
 

 

   

 

 

  

 

  

 

 

  

 

Apply This

1. When God called Jonah to engage in mission, he did his very best to disengage. 
             In what ways have you run from God’s call in the past? 

2. Part of mission engagement is sharing the message of the gospel with others. What does that look like 
             for you as an individual? What does that look like as a congregation? 

3. What fears do you have when you think about sharing the gospel? How can you overcome those fears? 

4.          In your Christian journey right now, which direction are you running? 

 a. Away from God            b. With God 
 c. Back to God     d. Behind God   

 


