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Questions for Reflection: Matthew 1:18-25

1. White Noise, often used to help people sleep, is meant to be something useful but not too engaging. 
    In what way has the story of Christmas become White Noise in our society?

2. As you review Matthew 1:18-25, what strikes you as the most miraculous part of the story? Why? 
 a. That a virgin could have a child?
 b. That an angel appeared to Joseph?
 c. That God would take on human form as a baby?
 d. That this baby would save people from sin?
 e. That Joseph went through with the marriage? 

3. In the passage, what is Joseph’s initial reaction to the news that Mary was pregnant? What does this 
    reveal about Joseph? (vs vs 18,19)

4. Why is the Virgin Birth an important doctrine of the Christian faith? (vs 20,21)

5. How does the context of Isaiah 7:1-13 help us understand the significance of the sign of Immanuel?

6. Isaiah said to Ahaz, “If you do not stand firm in your faith, you will not stand at all”. What does this 
    expression mean to you? (Peterson translates it as, “If you don’t take your stand in faith, you won’t 
    have a leg to stand on.”)

7. As we read Isaiah 7, we see that Ahaz, like Joseph, was faced with a crisis.
 a. How are the two men similar in their first response to their crisis?
 b. How is the message from Isaiah to Ahaz and the angel to Joseph similar?
 c. In what way is the response of the two men different after they received God’s message?
 d. What lessons do we learn from this comparison?

8. Does the reality of Immanuel, God with us, bring you comfort or does it make your nervous? Why?

 
 

 

   

 

 

  

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

Part 2. O Come O Come Emmanuel


