
Easter Sunday – What The World Needs Now 
This Easter is different than any other in our life time, and this Easter will be the same 
as every other Easter. Some of our expectations in life have dramatically shifted, but 
the One we expect to find resurrected on Easter Sunday remains the same! 

Scripture: John 20:11-18 

Discussion Questions 
1. Describe how this Easter weekend was different than any other you’ve experienced. 

Were there aspects that you really missed? Did you have any experiences that were 
more meaningful this year than most? 

2. Read John 20:11-18. Describe Mary’s experience. Why do you think she gets asked 
(twice) why she is crying? What answer(s) might there be to that question? What 
are some of the (many) reasons why she is so upset? 

3. How does the story shift when she recognizes Jesus? How would her emotions 
change in that moment? It must have been so hard for Mary to reconcile Good 
Friday and Resurrection Sunday. This past weekend, what stood out to you as you 
celebrated Good Friday and Easter Sunday? What moods/emotions did you feel on 
each? How do they contrast each other? How do we interpret them together? 

4.Jesus tells her that he is ascending to his Father, which means he is beginning to 
reign. In what ways is Jesus reigning? In what ways does it not seem like Jesus is in 
charge in our world today? How can we reconcile the fact that Jesus is in control 
and yet there is so much hardship? 

5. In a number of places in the New Testament Jesus is referred to as the firstborn 
from the dead. That alludes to the reality that there will be a resurrection of God’s 
people. How does that impact that way you look at life? The afterlife? What matters 
in this life? 

Moving Forward 
Spend time sharing about how you are doing this week and pray for each other.


