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From the Interim Pastor
Do you need a visit?
Part of my ministry at St. John’s Northumberland is pastoral care through visitation. This might
include home communion, or just a friendly chat, either in your home or in the church offices.
If you would like a visit, please contact me, and we will set up a mutually convenient time and place.
Even in the midst of Covid, I can visit with mask and gloves. We can still share God’s love with each
other.
My email is: revjerricarlin@gmail.com.
My cellphone is: 717-254-9866.
Please feel free to call me anytime.
If you are discerning that you (or someone else) are becoming somewhat semi-homebound, please
call the church office or me to get you put on St. John’s list of semi-homebound.
If you are hospitalized, or someone you know is hospitalized and would like a visit, I can visit the
hospital with your permission. Call me, and I can come to the hospital. Also, you should let the
hospital staff know I will be visiting.
Regular nursing home visits are not being scheduled quite yet, unless it is for commendation of the
dying. Most nursing facilities at this time allow clergy for this purpose only. In the meantime, I will
also be making telephone calls to see how folks are doing.
Covid has disrupted, but, as the church, we ever evolve. As church and our church life becomes
stabilized again, new connections and ways to connect are happening. And, for this, we can give
thanks and be grateful to God for God’s goodness, love, and mercy.

By the tender mercy of our God, the dawn from on high will break upon us, to give light to those who
sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, to guide our feet into the way of peace. Luke 1:78-79.

With Hope and Confidence in Christ,
Pastor Jerri

“Grace to you and peace from God our Father and
the Lord Jesus Christ!” (1Cor 1:3)
As we head into the Fall season and return to inperson worship, we give thanks to God for our
community of faith. The Fall always bring with it a
newness, a renewal of worship, a new school year, and
a new season of change.
This Fall is no different as we are able to gather once
again to worship together, although it looks and feels a
little different. Next week a new Catechism class begins with 9 students and on October 4 th,
Children’s Sunday School will resume with a renewed Sunday School room. We will be trying
something different with Sunday School this fall with having a single service. The children will come
to worship with their parents at 9 and stay for the beginning of worship which will be child friendly.
After the Children’s message, they will go with the Sunday School teachers to the Sunday School
Room for a lesson. We will also be exploring new ways to engage in Youth and Adult Bible Study
programs later in the Fall.
Throughout the month of August, we looked at the scriptures through the lens of our Mission
statement, considering how we currently live out God’s mission in our community and in the world.
The scriptures in the lectionary for the Fall continue to allow us to explore life with God, living in the
Kingdom of Heaven. Through the parables in the gospel of Matthew, we will explore forgiveness, the
ways of God, the brokenness of our world, producing good fruit for the kingdom, and the Great
banquet in which all are invited! Through listening to the teachings of Jesus, our lives too can be
renewed so that we are open to presence in our lives and how we are being called to do God’s work
with our hands.
No matter how long we have lived a life with God, there is always so much more God has to show
and teach us about living and loving both God and one another. May this fall season be a time of
renewal in our lives that we can experience life with God and each other more fully, more lovingly,
and more peacefully.

Blessings,

Vicar Karla

St. John’s WELCA is inviting you to participate in the Christmas At Sea Program. Bring joy to
seafarers who will not be home with their families for Christmas. Take a plastic satchel bag
(or more), pick the size you will be purchasing, M, L or XL. Bags can be picked up at the
church office to take and fill or bring in your items to fill here.
1 sweatshirt – hooded or unhooded
3 pairs of socks – thermal or white gym
1 t-shirt
1 knitted winter cap (matching scarf optional)
1 can of nuts or large bar of chocolate
A Holiday or Christmas Card from YOU!
No substitutions from the list – the Christmas-at-Sea satchels are to be comparable for each
member of the crew. Please assemble the satchel with sweatshirts and t-shirts of the
same size and label the satchel with a M, L, or XL and return to the church no later than
October 31st to allow us to get them to the Synod Office in order to be shipped to the
Seafarers International House in New York.

Volunteer Office Help
Needed
Volunteers are
needed to help
cover the office
during vacation
and sick days.
If you are interested
in helping out, please contact the
church office. When needed to
provide office coverage, duties include
answering the telephone, greeting
visitors and collecting daily mail.

Our sincere thank you to all who sent cards, notes
and expressed personal sympathies on the death
of our son, Mark, on July 4th. Your caring helped
ease the loss during this sad and stressful time.
The Bartholomew Family
Esther, Bart and Scott

VOLUNTEER SUBSTITUTES
NEEDED
St. John’s Preschool is looking for people
interested in being a volunteer substitute, as
the need arises. The Preschool only has
morning classes on MWF. To be a substitute
you do NOT have to have a teaching
certificate but you MUST have your
clearances and a love for children. If you do
not have your clearances the church can
help you get them. If interested please see
Taci Deppen (Preschool Teacher) or contact
the church office.

We’d like to say “thank you” to our St John’s
congregation for your prayers, phone calls, and
cards of sympathy for the loss of my mother,
Norma Smeltz. She will be greatly missed. Your
continued prayers during this difficult time are
greatly appreciated. A special “thank you” to Vicar
Karla for covering the funeral services in
celebrating my mother’s life with friends, family,
and loved ones.
God bless you and keep you safe!
Rick and Karen Smeltz and family

Starting
Sunday, October 4th
Come to worship with
your family
and
after the Children’s
Message
join us in Sunday School
to learn about God!

CHURCH OFFERING
Because of the current
situation, church offering is
only being counted two times
each month.

Catechism Classes
6th grade and up
Starting September 22, 2020
Sundays, 10-11am

Our “Noisy Coin” collection has taken
on a new name – “Quiet Cash”.
The Quiet Cash will now be a weekly
donation. Donations can be placed in
the yellow bucket in the rear of the
sanctuary. The collection for the
month of September is being designated
for items from the ELCA Good Gifts catalog and will
be added to the previous monthly Noisy Coin
collection of January and February earlier this year.

ACTUAL

BUDGET

August Income:
Year to Date:

$ 11,840.19
93,989.57

$ 21,130.16
157,173.28

August Expenses:
Year to Date:

$ 7,768.90
91,224.67

17,506.67
154,688.86

Income Less Expense – August
$ 4,071.29
Year to Date: 2,764.90

A BIG THANK YOU
A big Thank You to all the members of St. John’s who have supported and who continue to support
Kate’s Kupboard. Your donations plus a generous donation from the S. Luther Savidge Trust, a
donation from the ELCA, donations received on our GoFund – Me page and donations received from
a follow-up article in the Daily Item will enable us to remain open the rest of 2020 and the beginning of
2021. It takes between $5,000 - $7,000 to purchase products for each month. Kate’s Kupboard feels
blessed to have received financial support from so many and even more blessed to pass these
blessings on to others in the form of food, cleaning, personal care and baby items. The need for food,
cleaning, personal care and baby items has no end. Likewise, Kate’s Kupboard is an outreach
ministry that has no end. However, the only way we can remain open is by receiving financial support
from caring and concerned people. Kate’s Kupboard prays for your continued support in the days,
weeks, months and years ahead so we can keep our doors open and continue to be a light in our
community to so many people in need.

NEWS FROM KATE’S KUPBOARD
On August 15th Kate’s Kupboard was open for the monthly give away. Once again our recipients
were able to get products without entering the building. Our volunteers had gloves and masks to keep
them safe. Although we are still going on a month by month basis, we have been blessed to receive
donations from the S. Luther Savidge Charitable Trust, the ELCA, members and non- members. We
should be able to stay open the rest of 2020 and the beginning of 2021. Our goal remains to stay
open as long as possible to help those in need.
112 People came to our doors and at the Baby Station we helped 52 babies and 2 adults.
The cost for this giveaway was:
Household items: $ 224.00
Groceries:
$2,161.60
Baby station:
$ 638.65
Adult Products:
$ 30.95
TOTAL:
$3,055.20
Thank you to ALL the volunteers who helped with this Kate’s Kupboard in any way.
In each grocery bag we were able to include bread donated by Bimbo Bakery!
In addition to the numbers shown above, between our July and August giveaways we helped 33
people by handing out 14 bags of groceries, 7 bottles of laundry detergent and other cleaning
supplies. We also helped 3 babies.

Boscov’s Friends Helping Friends Event
A Kate’s Kupboard Fundraiser!
When you shop at Boscov’s on October 14th and 15th, you can get 20% off almost everything in the
store.
Mention Kate’s Kupboard at the cash register during checkout and Kate’s Kupboard will receive 5%
of the purchase price from Boscov’s.

Thank you for your support!!

THANK YOU!
For 15 days, beginning on August 17th, Dollar
General stores in Hartleton, New Berlin and
Shamokin Dam gave their customers the opportunity
to support Kate’s Kupboard by purchasing items we
frequently hand out. Pictured right is a very small
sampling of the 733 items we found when we
opened the 47 totes that they had filled for us. It
would have cost Kate’s Kupboard $843 to purchase
all these items. Not only did this save us so much
money, it has given us the opportunity to help
people for a longer period of time. A big thank you
to Dollar General for initiating this project, especially
to the Shamokin Dam and Hartleton Dollar General
store managers, for all of their extra leg work and to
all the customers who purchased products. Also, a
big thank you to Mike and Nancy Erdley, Conlan and
Owen White and Eric Kerchoff for helping to unload,
inventory and stock all these items.

MEMBERS:
PRAYER REQUEST: Tianne;
Kim Metzler; Zachary Stike;
Doug Mertz; Kelly Buchannan;
Keith Rogers; Judy Michael;
Ginger Ward; Shirley Hill; David
Bartholomew; John Brown; Leslie Walter; Jane Ramer;
Sherry Metzler; Scott Yorty; Bob Hynick; Ronald Neitz;
Ed Auman; Billy Lewis; Beulah Reynolds; Marti Row;
Marlyn Deihl.
HOMEBOUND AND SPECIAL PRAYERS : Esther
Stamm; Teresa Meisinger; Doug Manning; Mary
Rogers; Connie Lahr; David Hauck; Millie Lennon
Blyth; Elaine Kohl; Eleanor Williamson; Bart
Bartholomew; Frances Brouse; Caroline Hoffman;
Nickolas Chiarkas; Tina Pontius; Shirley Gautsch:
Nancy Hendricks; John Hendricks; Peg Feaster; Dixie
Wagner; William Wagner; Elsie Mae Meehan; Sally
Lewis; Arlet Hummel; Phyllis Gordon; Mike Payne;
Carol Diehl; Betty Yerg; Harold Billman; Margaret
Rantz; Joyce Shearer; Carol Wilks
Pray for our military
Colton Brouse; Logan Brouse; Kale Gallo; Wyatt Kohl,
Russell Haddon III

Daily Readings
September 21
September 22
September 23
September 24
September 25
September 26
September 27
September 28
September 29
September 30
October 1
October 2
October 3
October 4
October 5
October 6
October 7
October 8
October 9
October 10
October 11
October 12
October 13
October 14
October 15
October 16
October 17
October 18
October 19
October 20
October 21
October 22
October 23
October 24

Matthew 6:25-34
Matthew 26:36-46
John 11:17-44
Psalm 102:25-28
Romans 8:26-30
1 Peter 3:18-20
Luke 10:25-37
Matthew 28:16-20
Luke 17:11-19
John 19:28-30
Genesis 3:1-15
Genesis 18:1-14
Job 38:1-5
John 6:1-14
Mark 12:13-17
Mark 12:18-27
John 6:55-69
Luke 5:17-26
Mark 14:32-42
Mark 15:33-39
John 10:10-18
Luke 24:36-49
John 21:1-15
1 John 4:7-21
Job 38:4-20
Isaiah 6:1-5
Luke 2:8-20
Luke 15:1-7
John 3:16-21
Hebrews 12:1-3
Exodus 15:1-6, &
19-21
1 Samuel 2:1-10
2 Samuel 6:12-15
Jonah 2

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

1
Al anon

4
Worship w/Comm. 9:00 a.m.
Sunday School
10:00 a.m.

5
Finance
Cub Scouts

11

12

Worship w/Comm. 9:00 a.m.
Sunday School
10:00 a.m.

Cub Scouts

6
7:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.

AA

7:00 p.m.

13
7:00 p.m.

AA

7:00 p.m.

18

19

Worship w/Comm. 9:00 a.m.
Sunday School
10:00 a.m.

Cub Scouts

25

26
Cub Scouts

Worship w/Comm. 9:00 a.m.
Sunday School
10:00 a.m.

20
7:00 p.m.

AA

7:00 p.m.

8

Cadette Girl Scouts
6-7:30 p.m.

Junior & Cadette Girl Scouts
6-7:30 p.m.
Social Ministry 6:00 p.m.
Al anon
7:00 p.m.

14

15

Council Meeting 7:00 p.m.
Cadette Girl Scouts
6-7:30 p.m.

Messenger deadline
2:30 p.m.
Junior & Cadette Girl Scouts
6-7:30 p.m.

27
7:00 p.m.

AA

7:00 p.m.

2

3

9

10

16

17
Kate’s Kupboard
9-11:00 a.m.

7:00 p.m.

21

22

Messenger Folding

Junior & Cadette Girl Scouts
6-7:30 p.m.
Al anon
7:00 p.m.

28

29

Cadette Girl Scouts
6-7:30 p.m.

Junior & Cadette Girl Scouts
6-7:30 p.m.
Al anon
7:00 p.m.

9:30 a.m.
Cadette Girl Scouts
6-7:30 p.m.

Saturday

7:00 p.m.

7

Al anon

Friday

23

24

30

31
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570-473-3770
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Address Label

Sundays at St. John’s
9:00 a.m. Worship Service in Sanctuary
(Children’s Sunday School following Children’s Message at Worship)
10-11:00 a.m. Catechism Class

Church Office Hours

Mon-Thurs 8:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m.

Fri 8:30 a.m.-1:00 p.m.

Reverend Jerri Carlin
Karla Leiby, Vicar
William J. Jacavage, Director of Music

