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Temporary iii  

Citizenship in Heaven Dan Bidwell, Senior Pastor  
1 Peter 2:9-12  21 June 2020 
 

If I find in myself desires which nothing in this world can satisfy, 
the only logical explanation is that I was made for another world.” 

― C. S. LEWIS 
 
As we come to our third and final talk in this series called ‘Temporary’, I want us to think 
about where we belong. Where we call home. Where we find our roots, and our identity, 
and our sense of self.  
 
Where do you belong? Where is home for you? 
 
About 10 years ago I was in central Australia for a vacation with the family. You might 
know the place we were going – Uluru or Ayers Rock as it used to be called. It is this 
enormous rock outcrop that rises from the red sands of the desert, and you first see it 
from miles away. And then as you get closer, as you come right to the base, that you 
appreciate the scale of this rock. 
 
I met one of the locals, who said. This is my country. I belong to this land… 
 
What about you? Where do you belong? Where is home for you? 
 
For those watching who are surfers, perhaps you only feel at home when the ocean is 
close, when you can smell the salt and hear the waves. 
 
For those who grew up under big skies, you might only feel like you’re home when you 
get back onto the ranch. For some of us home is the hustle and bustle of the city. For 
others, home might be some far away land, with different sights and sounds and smells 
that hit you the moment you step out of the airport, immediately bringing that sense of 
belonging, that sense of peace, that sense of home… 
 
As we open the Scriptures today, I want us to think about where our home is, and where 
we belong. Not just in this lifetime, but where our home is from God’s eternal 
perspective. It’s a message of future hope, but also a message grounding us in hope for 
every day of this lifetime. 
 
So will you pray with me that God will speak as we open the Bible? 
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Our heavenly Father, as always will you speak to us as we open your word. Give us 
wisdom, give us enlightenment, give us hope and peace and patience. Father, give us a 
home in this lifetime, but more than that, help us to long for our eternal home with you. 
And we pray this in the name of the one who secured our eternal hope, the risen Lord 
Jesus. Amen 
 
Well over the last two weeks we’ve been thinking about the temporary nature of this life 
that we live. There are the temporary seasons of life that come and go: seasons of joy, 
seasons of challenge; seasons when your family is with you, and seasons of longing for 
lost loved ones. We considered the temporariness of our bodies, which, like tents, are 
not permanent dwellings but just a temporary shelter while we await our eternal home. 
 
Those messages were designed to help us look beyond this lifetime. To fix our eyes not on 
what is seen but on what is unseen, since what is seen is temporary, but what is unseen is 
eternal. (2 Cor 4:18) That’s the theme verse for the series.  
 
So as we come to the last talk I want to think about where our home is, where our 
citizenship lies, and where we find our true belonging. 
 
i. Our Citizenship in Heaven 
 
The answer is not difficult - in Philippians 3:20, the Apostle Paul reminds us exactly where 
our citizenship lies: 
 

20 But our citizenship is in heaven.  
 
That‘s our first big idea today – to understand that our citizenship is in heaven. 
 
Our belonging in heaven, our citizenship amongst God’s people is one of the primary 
goals in the creation story. Because all the way through the Bible, we see the theme of 
the people of God, and God gathering a people to himself.  
 
God’s first ‘people’ were Adam and Eve in the garden of Eden. God had put them there, 
and they were in relationship with God. 
 
But sin brought separation between humans and God. Adam and Eve were sent away 
from the garden, and away from the presence of God. 
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But rather than leave his creation under judgment, God acted in history to undo the 
curse of sin which was separation between himself and his people.  
 
And so the rest of the story of the Bible is the story of God mercifully choosing a new 
people for himself, a people who would represent God here on earth, a people who 
would radiate the goodness of God, a people whom God would use to restore many to 
relationship with himself. 
 
That’s the story of the Bible in a nutshell, a story which has Jesus at the center. 
 
But it’s also a story about us. Where we fit into that story, is that God has chosen us to be 
part of his people. If you belong to Jesus, you are part of the people of God. 
 
Paul describes becoming a Christian like a complete change of nationality (Col 1:13): 
 

[God] has rescued us from the dominion of darkness and brought us into the 
kingdom of the Son he loves 

 
So when you belong to Jesus, you belong to a new kingdom, and a new people. Like Paul 
says in Philippians 3, our citizenship is in heaven. 
 
Just pause for a moment and think about how profound that statement is. Our citizenship 
is in heaven. 
 
Many of you are proud Americans, citizens of the United States of America. As a non-
citizen, I can tell you that there are many people around the world who would love to be 
citizens of this country. So many that they hold a lottery every year for Green Cards, and 
a lucky few are chosen to come and live here and work here and belong here. There is 
great privilege in being an American citizen. And great status. Great protections. 
Citizenship here means something.  
 
As Christians, however, we have a citizenship more valuable than any earthly citizenship. 
Because the privileges of our heavenly citizenship far outweigh the temporary 
advantages of being a citizen in this country, or any other. And the protections of our 
heavenly citizenship will never be eroded by human sin, or corruption. Our status as 
heavenly citizens will never be affected by our race, or our colour, our political leaning, 
our connections. 
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No, our right to citizenship in heaven comes exclusively from God’s sovereign choice, as 
he gathers his people from the ends of the earth, not because of our merit but because 
of his mercy. 
 
And we see that language of ‘chosen people’ all through the scriptures as well 
(Deuteronomy 7:6; 1 Peter 2:9). As Christians we hold the most exclusive membership 
card on earth, the most sought-after citizenship that you could imagine… 
 
Which is why we need to see our heavenly citizenship as more valuable than any 
citizenship here on earth. 
 
ii. Citizenship is Costly 
 
So my second big idea today is that we need to appreciate the cost of our citizenship in 
heaven, that our citizenship is costly… 
 
When we’re born in a country, generally we’re given citizenship of that country as a 
birthright.  
Not always – my wife Joanna was born in Singapore, as the child of Australian citizens, 
and so she was not eligible for Singaporean citizenship. If she’d been born a boy, then she 
would have been eligible! But then she would have also had to return and do military 
service. Because citizenship has its responsibilities as well as its privileges! 
 
But generally when you are born in a country, you are automatically entitled to 
citizenship. Jo’s youngest sister was born here in the USA, and so she holds dual 
citizenship… 
 
But as a foreigner, applying for citizenship here is very costly. 
 
It was the same back in New Testament times under the Roman Empire. It was a huge 
deal to be a Roman citizen – it meant a whole host of protections and privileges. And for 
most, Roman citizenship was a birthright. But citizenship could also be bought or earned. 
 
There’s a scene in Acts 22 where the Apostle Paul is in Jerusalem, at the temple, telling 
the story of how he began to follow Jesus. And like happened in so many places, the 
crowd got stirred up against Paul, and so he was arrested and taken into the Roman 
barracks to be flogged.  
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As they stretched him out to flog him, Paul said to the centurion standing there, “Is 
it legal for you to flog a Roman citizen who hasn’t even been found guilty?” (Acts 
22:25) 

 
The Roman commander paused – citizens of Rome held unalienable rights… It was illegal 
to punish a Roman citizen without trial. And it’s no light thing to trample on the 
Constitution. The Constitution is what gives citizenship its value… And I’m kind of talking 
about our circumstances here in the US, now. 
 
But for the Commander in Acts 22, his citizenship had come at great cost.  
 

27 The commander went to Paul and asked, “Tell me, are you a Roman citizen?” 
“Yes, I am,” [Paul] answered. 
28 Then the commander said, “I had to pay a lot of money for my citizenship.” 

 
One of the ways to earn Roman citizenship was to give 25 years of military service and 
then be discharged honourably. Perhaps that’s how the Commander came into his 
citizenship. Or perhaps he had to pay the cash equivalent. Either way his citizenship cost 
him dearly, and so he would not trample on the principles of citizenship that he had paid 
so much to purchase. 
 
And it’s the same for us as Christians. Our citizenship was purchased, not by anything 
we’ve done, but by the blood of Jesus. God’s own son went to war against sin and Satan 
to purchase our freedom from their dominion. His death purchased our life. His sacrifice 
gained us a citizenship that we could never earn or pay for. Our citizenship in heaven was 
very costly… 
 
And so I have to ask the question – do you value your citizenship in heaven? Do you 
recognize the cost, the sacrifice that it took to purchase your citizenship? And do you 
recognize the privilege of being chosen by God and brought into His royal family, and 
showered with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly realms? 
 
This heavenly citizenship is worth more than any passport. It’s worth more than your 
membership in any earthly society, any class of people, any marital status, any honour 
this world could bestow. It is far beyond any of them, giving you a worth and a dignity 
and an identity and a name that is above any title that this world could give you. The 
name of Christian, one chosen in Christ, citizen of heaven… 
PAUSE 
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The Bible reminds us of how easy it is to lose focus on that heavenly truth. How it’s easier 
to value our citizenship in this world because it’s what we see every day. 
 
And so I want to move to our third big idea for this morning, which is that our heavenly 
citizenship makes us strangers and foreigners here on earth. 
 
iii. Exiles, Strangers and Foreigners 
 
When Peter was writing to the churches in Asia Minor around 62AD, he describes them 
like this: 
 

God’s elect, exiles scattered throughout the provinces of Pontus, Galatia, 
Cappadocia, Asia and Bithynia 

 
Peter calls those first century Christians exiles, which is a strange name to ascribe to 
people who weren’t exiled. Historically we refer to the Exile as the time when God’s 
people were sent out of the Promised Land in the 7th and 5th centuries BC, when they 
were overtaken by the Assyrians and Babylonians in an act of God’s judgment because of 
their unfaithfulness to him. 
 
But in the first century AD, there was no suggestion that these churches had done 
anything to be exiled. In fact, Peter writes to remind them how much they have been 
blessed by God… (v2) They had  
 

been chosen according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, through the 
sanctifying work of the Spirit, to be obedient to Jesus Christ and sprinkled with his 
blood… 

 
This church was the product of the work of Father, Son and Spirit, choosing them and 
sanctifying them, and sprinkled with Jesus’ blood as a symbol of their forgiveness. 
 
So why call them exiles?  
 
In chapter 2, Peter builds on the idea, calling them foreigners and exiles (1 Pet 2:11). And 
this word ‘foreigner’ gets at the idea that Peter wants us to understand. 
 
Peter is teaching us that as Christians, we are strangers in this world. Foreigners. People 
who don’t exactly fit. The same word is used for pilgrims and refugees. People who are 
on a journey, but not at home. 
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And this is such an important concept for us to get our heads around. And it’s why this 
talk is part of our Temporary series. This earth is our temporary home, not our eternal 
home. We might have citizenship in the USA, or Australia, or wherever you might be 
watching from, but as Christians this life is a temporary stop on the way to eternity.  
 
And that means we need to be careful not to be too focused on this lifetime, as if this 
was all there is. When Paul writes to the Philippian church, he writes with tears because 
of the way so many people are caught up in the here and now… 
 

18 For, as I have often told you before and now tell you again even with tears, many 
live as enemies of the cross of Christ. 19 Their destiny is destruction, their god is 
their stomach, and their glory is in their shame. Their mind is set on earthly 
things. 20 But our citizenship is in heaven. (Philippians 3:18-20) 

 
Paul wants us to remember and value our heavenly citizenship. To keep our eyes fixed on 
what is unseen. To live with one foot in eternity. 
 
And when we live like that, it means, like Paul, we’ll see this world from a heavenly 
perspective. We’ll see the injustice, the corruption, the violence, and it will break our 
hearts. We’ll see the folly of those who make their lives all about what they eat and drink 
and wear. We’ll long for them to see what is truly valuable in life, we’ll long to see them 
find true happiness, true fulfilment, true joy which can only be found in Jesus. 
 
But we’ll only do that if we understand that he is worth far more than our belonging 
here. We’ll only do that if we truly believe that God’s ways are higher.  
 
And sometimes when we share that message, we’ll be like Paul in the temple in 
Jerusalem. Sometimes people will get angry, because we’re suggesting that there is 
something better than the American way of life. But there is something better, and if you 
believe it, you’ll see how far this world falls short of the glory that is to come. You’ll see 
the trappings of this lifetime as hollow promises compared to the fulfilment of life in the 
kingdom of God. 
 
Peter teaches us that God has put us here for a purpose, as God’s chosen people in a 
world that has forgotten God. And it’s the same purpose that God’s people have always 
had – this was true in OT times, and it’s true today – as God’s chosen people we are here 
on earth to represent God, to radiate the goodness of God, and to lead many people into 
restored relationship with God through Christ.  
 
Look at how Peter puts it in 1 Peter 2:12… 
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 12 Live such good lives among the pagans that, though they accuse you of doing 
wrong, they may see your good deeds and glorify God on the day he visits us. 

 
Our role as foreigners in the world is to be good ambassadors of our King. So much that 
our good deeds cause people to ask what’s different about us.  
 
Practically the difference might be the things you value compared to your neighbours. It 
might be the things you spend your time doing – the time you spend with God, in his 
word, in prayer, with other Christians, the value you place on church attendance. It might 
be the way you give your time or the way you share your wealth in causes that promote 
God’s kingdom. It might be what you talk about when you’re with friends, or what you 
won’t talk about. Maybe it’s your peace or hope or joy that comes across in the way you 
live out the trials of this lifetime.  
 
All of those things are gifts of the Holy Spirit, attributes that will make you stand out in 
this world. Not because you’re trying, but because God is reshaping you by the Holy Spirit 
into someone who values those heavenly treasures over earthly ones… 
 
Having our citizenship in heaven reminds us of where we’re going, and it also reminds us 
of our mission in this lifetime. We are strangers in this world, but at home with God. 
PAUSE 
 
And so as we draw this miniseries to a close, I want you to think again about what is 
temporary in this lifetime, and what is permanent. We live in the tension between this 
life and the next. Some days we find our feet firmly planted here and so we need to lift 
our gaze… And some days we so long for heaven that we can hardly bear to stay in this 
world. That’s normal as well.  
 
Because we live in between the promise and the fulfilment. We live with one foot in this 
world and one foot in eternity. We live with the temporary, while we wait for the 
eternal… 
 
Will you pray with me?  
 
Father, you have taught us to fix our eyes not on what is seen but on what is unseen, for 
what is seen is temporary but what is unseen is eternal. Father, help us not to get so 
caught up in the temporary that we forget you, or so caught up in the kingdoms we build 
in this lifetime that we forget the kingdom that is coming. Help us to value our heavenly 
citizenship above all else, and help us to live as your ambassadors in this world. We pray 
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that through us, many would come to see your majesty, your mercy, and the magnificent 
future you set before us. Help us to honour Jesus in all we do, so that people will give glory 
to you, our loving God. We pray this in Jesus’ saving name. Amen 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, 
God’s special possession, that you may declare the praises of him 

who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light. 
– 1 Peter 2:9 

 
  



 10 

Further Prayers 
 
1 John 3 begins, “How great is the love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be 
called children of God! And this is what we are! Romans 8 verse 15 says “For you did not 
receive a spirit that makes you a slave again to fear but you received the spirit of sonship 
and by him we cry, Abba, Father. The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are 
God’s children.” 
 
Father, only through your son’s death and resurrection, can we call you Father. We come 
before you in prayer and dependence, grateful for all you have done for us in Jesus. It is a 
source of peace and joy to know you as the Father we have always longed for and 
needed. No one can father as you do. 
 
We give you thanks for the spiritual fathers and grandfathers you have given us in our 
church family. Men that help us know your kindness.  
 
We give you thanks for our biological fathers and the roles they have played in our lives. 
We pray for the grandpas, fathers, uncles, brothers and other men we know, especially  
those in the faith to continue in fatherly characteristics set out in your word, for 
gentleness and compassion, for wisdom and instruction, for discipline, love and 
encouragement, protection and provision.  
 
Father we continue to commit our nation to you. We pray for peace, wisdom and calm. 
You call your people to act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly with you. Help us, 
by your Spirit, to love you and to love our neighbors as ourselves. For our national, state 
and local leaders we pray for wisdom, clarity and a desire to continue to serve the people 
in their care. 
 
Thank you for our mission partners the Dillons and pray for them as they pack up their 
home in Germany to move back stateside. Lord, we pray for more mission families for 
our church to partner with both in prayer and financially. We pray for your gospel to go 
out into the Napa Valley and beyond so that more people would come to know salvation 
through your Son, our Lord Jesus. 
 
As our mini-series comes to a close, help us to meditate on your word and draw nearer to 
you. Work in our hearts as we continue to trust you and look forward to our permanent 
home with you, all the while making the most of opportunities here to witness to Christ. 
 
Our hearts are grateful, renew us by your Spirit daily and help us to fix our eyes on Jesus, 
the King of Kings and Lord of Lords. In His name we pray, Amen 


