
November 1, 2020,   

Rev Jen’s 26th Love Letter From Lockdown aka WTF!?   

 

Dearly beloved, 

WTF!? When there’s festivities!? We celebrate! Happy Birthday to those born in 
November! Happy Halloween for those who celebrate!  

WTF!? Wear that Fashion!? Pam and I “dressed up” as Twins (see the attached 
pictures!) We are the sisters serving the sanctuary in a paid and accountable way! 
It was fun to “play dress up” this way at work. Blessed be the brief moments of 
play in the midst of the “business” of life and work.  

WTF!? Work to Finish!? Part of the process of disbanding a church is clearing and 
cleaning it out. We have a lot of “stuff”! Some of it is precious, some of it not so 
much. And there are memories embedded in each and every item that has served 
the church over all of these years. The “narrative” of Cliff Avenue United Church is 
embedded in the voices and the stories of the people and in the “things” that are 
stored in every nook and cranny of this church.  

What do you have to offer to this work of the church? It takes a village to clean 
and clear out a church and you are invited and encouraged to participate in 
whatever way you can. We will keep you posted as to what you can do…  

WTF!? What’s the timeframe!? Who knows when the “end” will come? My two-
year appointment at Cliff Ave. ends Sept 2021. The congregation voted to disband 
as of June 30, 2021 and the whole question of “end times” aka eschatology is a 
subject of much debate and discussion in the theological world. The end is near. 
The end is here. Ever present and yet not yet. One of those dynamic tensions of 
faith.  

WTF!? What things first!? Worship that Fulfills!? That is why we are here! To 
celebrate God’s presence for as long as we are able…for as long as we shall 
live…forever and ever. Can I get an AMEN?  

Even while we do the work of disbanding, we remain a worshipping congregation 
and we still follow the “One teacher, the One God, the One instructor” as the text 
of this day asserts. We know the nature of servant leadership. We know one of  
the measures of faithfulness is the orientation of our heart. 



We too know of vanity, arrogance, hypocrisy, and abuse of authority in the church.  
We too have our bad religious experience. Nothing much has changed with regard 
to issues in the church including religious authorities competing for supremacy. 
And yet here we are! Still worshipping GOD. Still reading and respecting and letting 
the sacred texts speak to us in our time and space. We still worship the ONE GOD! 

We try not to let “bad teachers” get in the way of our faith and trust in God. We 
try to rise and overcome. We live and forgive. We get on with the life and with our 
faith. We move forward, one step at a time, one experience at a time. And God 
goes with us.   

And so we will not fear the “end times”. Yes, we will grieve. The Pandemic has 
pushed us to a place of letting go to the way things used to be. So much has 
changed including the way we gather. We grieve when things change. And things 
have changed and are still changing. Yes, we will feel the feelings and we will not 
be afraid.   

And we will continue connecting in whole new ways that don’t include the 
building. We are worshipping all over the country including Jubilee UC and Deer 
Lake UC here in Burnaby where you are invited to join them in worship from here 
on in. We will continue to develop the connections to the United Churches of 
Burnaby and beyond as we go forward.  

We are worshipping at home in front of our computers and TVs. We are 
worshipping in the woods. We are praying all over the place. 

At least that is my hope… my hope and prayer is that your spiritual needs are  
being met and that your life of faith is doing okay even at a time such as this. My 
prayer is that your faith remains strong and holds you during trying times.  

My request is that you reach out to me if I haven’t reached out to you!  

We are all in this together and I am not always aware of the needs of the people. 
Please text, call, email me for prayer and conversation. I am still here, still serving 
and still available to celebrate God’s presence with you. 

Let us enter the season of increased darkness with increased light! 

Why are you cast down o my soul? 

O send out Your light and Your truth 

And let them lead us!  



WTF!? Where’s the faith. Right here and now in you and me. God is alive! 

Happy Sunday. 

Blessing to you! 

Rev Jen  


