
 
 

 

OPEN 

 
We may feel that our best effort at praying is but a jumble.  But that is not a 
problem for God! Max Lucado writes, "Our prayers may be awkward.  Our 
attempts may be feeble.  But since the power of prayer is in the One who hears 
and not in the one who says it, our prayers do make a difference." 
 

 
 
International Day of Prayer (IDOP) for the Persecuted Church is a day that 
Christians around the globe set aside to collectively pray for our brothers and 
sisters who suffer on account of their faith in Jesus Christ. Globally, there are 
more than 260 million Christians who are being persecuted for their faith.  
 
 

DIG 

 
Why does God bring us through difficulty?  As Paul testified in II Corinthians 
1:3-11, it is for the purpose of supporting one another.  In verse 7 Paul stated, 
“We are confident that as you share in our sufferings, you will also share in the 
comfort God gives us.” 

Please read carefully through II Corinthians 1:3-11.  Especially notice verses 
10-11.  What do you think of Paul’s request for prayer?  What is the result of 
praying for others, beyond the fact that they are helped in their need? 
 
As you think of praying for brothers and sisters in other parts of the world who 
are suffering for their faith, here are some links for you that will help. 
 

• Organizations:  Voice of the Martyrs 
    

Open Doors 
 

• Resources:  World Watch List Podcast 
    

Free copy of God’s Smuggler  
 
The World Watch List is an annual report ranking fifty countries where it is most 
difficult to profess and practice the Christian faith.  The research team surveys 
religious freedom for Christians in five areas of life: Private, Family, 
Community, National, and the Church. The team also measures violence 
against Christians.  Currently, North Korea is ranked at number one.  Today we 
are going to pray for two other countries. 
 

 
The theme for IDOP this year is Romans 12:12.  Please read this verse 
carefully and consider the three realities listed.  Next, please pray that God 
would make these realities true in Christians who live in Iran and Nigeria. 

https://www.vomcanada.com/
https://www.opendoorsca.org/
https://www.opendoorsca.org/podcast/
https://www.opendoorsca.org/free-gods-smuggler/


Remember, for our prayers to be answered it requires the work of the Holy 
Spirit.  We must not look for some spectacular formula.  Interceding for the 
persecuted church means that Holy Spirit is doing the interceding through us. 
 
Annie Johnson Flint has written this poem about praying for others.   
 

Sometimes I wake with dark and quiet around me 

And swift across my vision, like a light 

Flashes the face of one I know who suffers 

Ore one whom sorrow newly touched last night 

Perhaps, for just that moment and that purpose 

There lacks a link in god’s great chain of prayer 

So, lest the chain be weakened by my silence 

Or break because I fail to do my share 

I shape the link and know the Spirit’s fire 

Will forge it into place and weld it there 

 
You see, through dependent prayer, God welcomes our participation!  A few 
months ago we looked at the life of Nehemiah.  Who was he to participate in 
the work of God?  He was not a great king or even a priest.  Yet he was 
“trustingly available”!  We celebrate Nehemiah and many other Bible 
characters for what God accomplished through them, not because they were 
special in and of themselves.  This fact highlights the grace of God to 
welcome us to be participants in His Kingdom work! 
 
Corrie ten Boom said, “The wonderful thing about praying is that you leave a 
world of not being able to do something, and enter God’s realm where 
everything is possible.  He specializes in the impossible.  Nothing is too great 
for His almighty power.  Nothing is too small for His love.” 
 
 

REFLECT 

 
This Sunday has also included the celebration of communion.  At Cornerstone, 
if you know the Lord Jesus as your Saviour, you are welcomed to the table of 
the Lord Jesus.  In fact, we are united in the common life of Christ with 
believers from across the world!  Consider the vulnerability…and the 
violence…but also the victory of Christ!  Paul expressed it this way: 
 

You must have the same attitude that Christ Jesus had.  Though He was God, 

He did not think of equality with God as something to cling to.  Instead, He 

gave up his divine privileges; He took the humble position of a slave and was 

born as a human being.  When He appeared in human form, He humbled 

himself in obedience to God and died a criminal’s death on a cross.  

Therefore, God elevated Him to the place of highest honor and gave Him the 

name above all other names, that at the name of Jesus every knee should 

bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue declare 

that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 
Philippians 2:5-11  NLT 

For some further engagement… 
 
 
As you reflect on your relationship with Jesus, is there a need for repentance?  
Is there something for which you need forgiveness.  Reach out to Him right now 
for His cleansing. 
 

• Listen to Steve Green’s song "Father, Hear Your Children" 
 
 
 
During the challenges of COVID-19 we can become very discouraged.  But 
God is still reigning and bringing encouragement to our hearts.  He alone is the 
one who can comfort those who are facing persecution for their faith.  The 
following hymn from Gettymusic was released just before the pandemic 
brought anxiety and fear across the globe.  Based on the words of the 
Heidelberg Catechism, the text of the hymn speaks of the confidence we can 
have through Christ. Crucially, this confidence is not just for the times when we 
feel secure and happy - but also when we face the possibility of death. 
 

• Listen to the triumphant song “Christ Our Hope in Life and Death”  
 
 
 
Once each month we are gathering through Zoom for a time of prayer with a 
ministry partner from across the globe.  These take place the first Sunday night 
of each month at 7 pm.  This is an informal hour of hearing about God’s work in 
another location and praying together. 
 

• Join us November 1 for Prayer Connect with special guest Soula Isch 
 
 
 
 
 

This week’s HOME GROUP study passage: 
 

II Corinthians 1:3-11 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x5w1-9pwcdQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OibIi1rz7mw)
https://www.cornerstoneneighbourhood.com/events/prayer-connect/2020-11-01

