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Session 1 

1



Before We Begin…

• welcoming 
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Opening Prayer
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Housekeeping
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Sept. 14 1 introductions
Sept. 21 2 Chapters 1 and 2  
Sept 28 3 Chapters 3 and 4
Oct. 5 4 Chapter 5, 6, 7

Oct. 12 No Class
Oct. 19 5 Chapters 8 and 9
Oct. 26 6 Chapters 10 and 11
Nov. 2 7 Chapters 12 and 13
Nov. 9 8 Chapters 14 and 15

Nov. 16 9 Chapters 16 and 17
Nov. 23 10 Appendices and Windup 
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A Word about 
ZOOM

This is a brand new way for us to 
host Monday Night Book Study so 
it will be a growing edge for all of 
us. 
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https://www.torontonicity.com/
2020/05/07/how-to-use-zoom-
etiquette-tips-and-best-practices/
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Words from 
Wayne and Brenda
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Introductions of Participants



introducing Fr. Richard Rohr
Richard Rohr OFM is a Franciscan priest, best-selling author of over 
30 books and founder of the Center for Action and Contemplation in 
Albuquerque, New Mexico.  

He is also one of the most influential and outspoken spiritual 
teachers of our time. 

His teaching is grounded in Christian mysticism and the Franciscan 
tradition.  

His subtitle: How a Forgotten Reality Can Change Everything We See, 
Hope For and Believe.  

Worldview: “the recognition of the presence of the divine in literally 
every thing and every one.” 
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https://
www.kolbetimes.com/

richard-rohr/
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https://www.kolbetimes.com/richard-rohr/
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Universal & 
Particular

“The more I come to know 
the immediate and the 
particular, the more I come 
to understand the general 
and universal.”



Jesus and Christ 
Creation and Redemption 
East and West 
Indigenous Spirituality
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Four Major Themes



Before we begin…

“Christ… is not 
just Jesus of 
Nazareth but 
something much 
more immense, 
even cosmic.”p.3
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Before we begin…
the contemplative way of 

listening and reading
Once we know that the 
e n t i re ph ys i c a l wo r l d 
around us, all of creation, is 
both the hiding place and 
the revelation place for 
God, this world becomes 
home, safe , enchanted, 
offering grace to any who 
look deeply. 

“Your religion is 
not the church 
you belong to, 

but the cosmos 
you live inside 

of.”
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East vs West
“We cannot underestimate the 
damage that was done to our 
Gospel message when the 
Eastern and Western churches 
split. We have not known the 
one, holy and undivided church 
for over a thousand years.” p.5
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eastern and western churches

Western Catholic 
Christianity

Eastern Orthodox 
Christianity 



Before We Begin… 
What if Christ is a name…

… for the transcendent within every 
“thing” in the universe? 

… for the immense spaciousness of all 
true Love? 

… for the infinite horizon that pulls us 
from within and pulls us forward too?  

… for everything — in its fulness?
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Before We 
Begin…

If my own experience is 
any indication, the 
message of this book can 
transform the way you 
see and the way you live 
…” P. 6
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Before 
We Begin
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“Every woman or man on 
the street — or riding a 
train — should be able to 

see and enjoy this.”

… and onward
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m2zz9Do-n14
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Time to Talk
Issues, questions, topics raised on 
Chat 

What do you think so far? 

How can we make this the best 
study ever? 

Rohr on COVID-19?  Love alone 
overcomes fear and is the true foundation 
that lasts (1 Corinthians 13:13).
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Fr. Richard Rohr on COVID-19
We are in the midst of a highly teachable moment. There’s no 
doubt that this period will be referred to for the rest of our 
lifetimes. We have a chance to go deep, and to go broad. 
Globally, we’re in this together. Depth is being forced on us by 
great suffering, which as I like to say, always leads to great love.


But for God to reach us, we have to allow suffering to wound 
us. Now is no time for an academic solidarity with the world. 
Real solidarity needs to be felt and suffered. That’s the real 
meaning of the word “suffer” – to allow someone else’s pain to 
influence us in a real way.


20



21

 We need to move beyond our own personal feelings and take 
in the whole. This, I must say, is one of the gifts of television: 
we can turn it on and see how people in countries other than 
our own are hurting. What is going to happen to those living 
in isolated places or for those who don’t have health care? 
Imagine the fragility of the most marginalized, of people in 
prisons, the homeless, or even the people performing 
necessary services, such as EMT’s, nurses, and doctors, 
risking their lives to keep society together? 


Our feelings of urgency and devastation are not exaggeration: 
they are responding to the real human situation. We’re not 
pushing the panic button; we are the panic button. And we 
have to allow these feelings, and invite God’s presence to 
hold and sustain us in a time of collective prayer and lament.




For Next Week
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Read Chapters 1 and 2: 
Christ is not Jesus’s Last Name 
Accepting that You are Accepted

Opening and Closing for next 
week: Joan Gray



The Last Word belongs to Ken

 closing
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