St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church
“People of Christ Making a Difference”
119 N Church Street
Lexington, SC
All Saints Sunday
November 1, 2020
WELCOME TO OUR VIRTUAL WORSHIP SERVICE!
During this time of social distancing here are a few things to remember:
We are back to regular office hours Monday through Friday. Please don’t hesitate to let us know
how we can help! The pastors are available by calling the church (359-6562), calling the Crisis
Care Line after hours (808-6471), or emailing them (pat@sslc.org and/or
jasonantley@earthlink.net)
If you visit our website (www.sslc.org) you will see additions to the main page. On your phone,
please make sure you are on the full website (just scroll down and click the icon that says full
website). At the top you will see SIX RED BOXES. Here are the details:
Box 1) “Weekly Bulletins” – which will correspond to the services on YouTube.
Box 2) “Virtual Communion” – explanation and instructions for communing at home during virtual
worship.
Box 3) “Click Here For Our YouTube” – where you can click to participate in our virtual worship
services, or you can copy and paste tinyurl.com/SSLCWorship into your browser to take you there
directly. Services will be livestreamed at 12:30 PM on Wednesdays and 11:00 AM on Sundays.
Box 4) “Latest Church Update” – where we will post the latest COVID-19 church update.
Box 5) “Online Giving” – Don’t forget to support our ministry during this time apart by either
mailing your donations to the church (119 N Church Street, Lexington, SC 29072), giving online, or
giving through the Givelify app. This may also be a time to consider direct deposit giving. For
more details please call the church office to contact our Parish Administrator, Mrs. Tonya
Reynolds.
Box 6) “Green Sheet Announcements” – this is the green bulletin insert you would normally get
on Sunday.
If you need any sort of assistance (ie needing food, getting groceries or prescriptions, going to
medical appointments, anything at all), please call the church office or one of the pastors. We
have folks who are willing to help in any way they can! Please take time to call folks who may not
have a strong network and may be in need. Neighbors helping neighbors is one way we can be
“People of Christ Making a Difference!”
We will continue sending out emails but you can also check out our website and our Facebook
page for updates. God bless you! We love you! Stay safe out there!
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GATHERING MUSIC

GREETINGS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

A MOMENT FOR PEACE

PRELUDE

INTRODUCTION
Welcome in the name of Jesus, the Savior of the world. We are gathered to worship, to proclaim
Christ crucified and risen, to remember before God our Sisters and Brothers, to give thanks for
their lives, to commend them to our merciful redeemer, and to comfort one another in our grief.

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM
When we were baptized in Christ Jesus, we were baptized into his death. We were buried
therefore with him by baptism into death, so that as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of
the Father, we too might live a new life. For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we
shall certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his.
Eternal God, maker of heaven and earth, who formed us from the dust of the earth, who by your
breath gave us life, we glorify you.
We glorify you.
Jesus Christ, the resurrection and the life, who suffered death for all humanity, who rose from the
grave to open the way to eternal life, we praise you.
We praise you.
Holy Spirit, author and giver of life, the comforter of all who sorrow, our sure confidence and
everlasting hope, we worship you.
We worship you.
To you, O blessed Trinity, Father, Son +, and Holy Spirit be glory and honor, forever and ever.
Amen.

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with
you always.
And also with you.
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RESPONSIVE LITURGY
We remember, O God…
The countless saints of history who have blazed a trail of courage through time,
We remember, O God…
The tender touch of loved ones and the healing words of comforters.
We remember, O God…
The gentle strength of grandparents, the loyalty of friends, the kindness of strangers, the
joy of children, the sacrifice of parents.
We remember, O God…
The supreme love of Jesus, the blessing of his Spirit, the reminder of his words, the sharing
of his suffering, the glory of his resurrection: shown forth in the lives of his disciples,
young and old, dead and living, articulate and silent, strange and familiar, brilliant and
ordinary.
We remember in every time and place the saints of God who have shown us the Lord.
Since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses...let us worship God with joy!

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray. O God of grace and glory, we remember before you today our Sisters and Brothers,....
We thank you for giving them to us to know and to love as companions in our pilgrimage on earth.
In your boundless compassion, console us who mourn. Give us faith to see that death has been
swallowed up in the victory of our Lord Jesus Christ, so that we may live in confidence and hope
until, by your call, we are gathered to our heavenly home in the company of all your saints; through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

FIRST READING

Revelation 7:9-17

9

After this I looked, and there was a great multitude that no one could count, from every nation,
from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, robed
in white, with palm branches in their hands. 10They cried out in a loud voice, saying, “Salvation
belongs to our God who is seated on the throne, and to the Lamb!” 11And all the angels stood
around the throne and around the elders and the four living creatures, and they fell on their faces
before the throne and worshiped God, 12singing, “Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom and
thanksgiving and honor and power and might be to our God forever and ever! Amen.” 13Then one
of the elders addressed me, saying, “Who are these, robed in white, and where have they come
from?” 14I said to him, “Sir, you are the one that knows.” Then he said to me, “These are they who
have come out of the great ordeal; they have washed their robes and made them white in the
blood of the Lamb. 15For this reason they are before the throne of God, and worship him day and
night within his temple, and the one who is seated on the throne will shelter them. 16They will
hunger no more, and thirst no more; the sun will not strike them, nor any scorching heat; 17for the
Lamb at the center of the throne will be their shepherd, and he will guide them to springs of the
water of life, and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.”
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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PSALMODY ANTHEM

"In the Fields of the Lord"
Audrey Assad and Isaac Wardell
CCLI Song # 7097865, License # 2440064

In the fields of the Lord our work is rest. He is moving in our hands and feet to bless. In the fields of
the Lord, in the fields of the Lord, in the fields of the Lord our work is rest.
In the vineyards of the Lord our work is light. He is tending ev'ry leaf and ev'ry vine. In the
vineyards of the Lord, in the vineyards of the Lord, in the vineyards of the Lord our work is light.
In the garden of the Lord our work is sound. He is weaving ev'ry thorn into a crown. In the
garden of the Lord, in the garden of the Lord, in the garden of the Lord our work is sound.
At the harvest of the Lord the fields are white. He will wipe away the tears from ev'ry eye. At the
harvest of the Lord, at the harvest of the Lord, at the harvest of the Lord the fields are white.
SECOND READING

1 John 3:1-3
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See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children of God; and that is what
we are. The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him. 2Beloved, we are God’s
children now; what we will be has not yet been revealed. What we do know is this: when he is
revealed, we will be like him, for we will see him as he is. 3And all who have this hope in him purify
themselves, just as he is pure.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
THE GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Jesus Christ is the firstborn of the dead; to him be glory and power forever and ever. Amen.
THE HOLY GOSPEL

Matthew 5:1-12

The holy gospel according to St. Matthew, the 5th chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.
1

When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat down, his disciples came
to him. 2Then he began to speak, and taught them, saying: 3“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for
theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 4“Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.
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“Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 6“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for
righteousness, for they will be filled. 7“Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy.
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“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 9“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will
be called children of God. 10“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for
theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 11“Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and
utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. 12Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is
great in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.”
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
CHILDREN’S SERMON

Pastor Jason

SERMON

Pastor Jason
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APOSTLE’S CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is
seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL
Let us pray.
Almighty God, you have knit your chosen people together in one communion, in the mystical body
of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Give to your whole Church in heaven and on earth your light
and your peace.
Hear us, Lord.
Grant that all who have been baptized into Christ's death and resurrection may die to sin and rise
to newness of life and that through the grave and gate of death we may pass with him to our joyful
resurrection.
Hear us, Lord.
Grant to us who are still in our pilgrimage, and who walk as yet by faith, that your Holy Spirit may
lead us in holiness and righteousness all our days.
Hear us, Lord.
Grant to your faithful people pardon and peace, that we may be cleansed from all our sins and
serve you with a quiet mind.
Hear us, Lord.
Grant to all who mourn a sure confidence in your loving care, that, casting all their sorrow on you,
they may know the consolation of your love.
Hear us, Lord.
Give courage and faith to those who are bereaved, that they may have strength to meet the days
ahead in the comfort of a holy and certain hope, and in the joyful expectation of eternal life with
those they love.
Hear us, Lord.
Help us, we pray, in the midst of things we cannot understand, to believe and trust in the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, and the resurrection to life everlasting.
Hear us, Lord.
Grant us grace to entrust our brothers and sisters to your never-failing love which sustained them
in this life. Receive them into the arms of your mercy, and remember them according to the favor
you bear for your people.
Hear us, Lord.
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God of all grace, you sent your Son, our Savior Jesus Christ, to bring life and immortality to light.
We give you thanks because by his death Jesus destroyed the power of death and by his
resurrection has opened the kingdom of heaven to all believers. Make us certain that because he
lives we shall live also, and that neither death nor life, nor things present nor things to come shall
be able to separate us from your love which is in Christ Jesus our Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
OFFERING
It is during times like these that we notice an even greater purpose for our ministry and life together
in Christ as we love and support each other and the world around us. Don’t forget to support our
ministry by mailing your offering to the church, giving online (www.sslc.org) or through the Givelify
app. This may also be a time to consider direct deposit giving. For more details please contact
our Parish Administrator, Mrs. Tonya Reynolds, at (803) 359-6562.
OFFERING HYMN

"For All The Saints"

ELW 422

The church's one foundation is Jesus Christ, her Lord; she is his new creation by water and the
word. From heav'n he came and sought her to be his holy bride; with his own blood he bought her,
and for her life he died.
Yet she on earth has union with God, the Three in One, and mystic sweet communion with those
whose rest is won. Oh, blessed heav'nly chorus! Lord, save us by your grace, that we, like saints
before us, may see you face to face.
OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray together. Merciful Father, we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first
given us—our selves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive
them for the sake of him who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Taste and see that the Lord is good.
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RECEPTION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT
hrist welcomes you to this Holy Meal of the Baptized! This Holy Sacrament is a fundamental
part of how we participate in worship and receive Christ’s body and blood, given and shed for
us for the forgiveness of our sins. It is customary to use bread and wine for this meal, however
with the given circumstances we invite you to find whatever is most appropriate in your context for
your family to share. As you gather together to receive the real presence of Christ found in, with,
and under the elements, be assured that the gifts we are given by God in the Holy Sacrament
transcend space and time. May we be fed and nourished by God through this meal so that we
may persevere and continue in discipleship this and every day.

C

(As the ministers give the bread and wine, they say these words to each communicant:
The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ shed for you.
The communicant may say: “Amen.”)
BLESSING OF THE COMMUNICANTS
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen.
POST COMMUNION PRAYER
Almighty God, we thank you that in your great love you have given us a foretaste of your heavenly
banquet. Grant that this Sacrament may be to us a comfort in affliction and a pledge of our
inheritance in that kingdom where there is no death, neither sorrow nor crying, but the fullness of
joy with all your saints; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
BENEDICTION
The Church is surrounded by a great cloud of witnesses. May you find strength and courage in
their presence, and almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.
Amen.
SENDING HYMN

“Ye Watchers and Ye Holy Ones”
Ye watchers and ye holy ones,
bright seraphs, cherubim, and thrones,
raise the glad strain: "Alleluia!"
Cry out, dominions, princedoms, pow'rs,
archangels, virtues, angel choirs:
"Alleluia! Alleluia!" Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
Respond, ye souls in endless rest,
ye patriarchs and prophets blest:
"Alleluia! Alleluia!"
Ye holy twelve, ye martyrs strong,
all saints triumphant, raise the song:
"Alleluia! Alleluia!" Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

DISMISSAL
Led on by the saints before us, go in peace to serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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POSTLUDE

ALTAR FLOWERS are given to the glory of God and in honor of our 55 th Wedding Anniversary
(Nov. 7th) by Brenda and Thad Bruner.
The Church Staff
Crisis Care Line: 808-6471
Website: www.sslc.org
The Rev. Dr. Patrick W. Riddle
The Rev. Jason T. Antley
Mrs. Shannon Burnett, Director of Family Life
Mrs. Bailey Slice Parker, Music Director
Mr. Stephen Abbott, Seminarian
Mrs. Beth Haggard, Preschool Director
Mrs. Tonya Reynolds, Parish Administrator
Mr. Eric Abramson, Sexton
The Rev. Dr. Dennis Bolton, Pastor for Welcome and Visitation
Mrs. Sylvia Looney, Organist Emeritus
From sundaysandseasons.com.
Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.

8

