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SEPTEMBER 2009 SERVING THE DIOCESE OF FREDERICTON 

BY ANA WATTS

Members of  the 130th Synod 
of  the Diocese of  Fredericton 
clearly identified renewal as 
Christians and Anglicans, and 
preparation of  our leaders for 
change, as top priorities in the 
transformational change of  the 
church. 

Celebrating God’s Grace ... 
Responding to God’s Challenge 
was the theme of  the meeting 
held at the Saint John Trade 
and Convention Centre June 4-6. 
Meeting in archdeaconry groups 
on Friday afternoon (June 5), the 
delegates discussed and then 
prioritized seven recommenda-
tions for change that respond to 
God’s challenge as gleaned from 
diocesan task forces on rural and 
struggling parishes and budget 
support, as well as a National 
Church stewardship study and 
the infl uence of  the teachings of  
retired Bishop Edward Salmon of  
South Carolina. The result was 
a strategy for transformational 
change.   

The archdeacons offered the 
results of  the Friday afternoon 
archdeaconry sessions on Satur-
day morning.

“Renew ourselves as Chris-
tians and Anglicans” was the 
overwhelming top priority. Six 
of  seven archdeaconries put it 
at the top of  the list, and in cases 
where there were two or three 
“number one” votes, it was “one-
a.” It calls upon New Brunswick 
Anglicans to “Reclaim, renew 
and relearn what it means to be 
both Christian and Anglican, us-
ing dynamic parish-based teach-
ing, with a special emphasis on 
the ‘rule of  life.’” (Page 555 of  the 
Book of  Common Prayer.)

Synod sets strategy for  
transformational change

The Ven. Geoffrey Hall, speak-
ing as archdeacon of  Freder-
icton, offered a familiar image 
with a new twist to the problem 
of  trying to isolate a top prior-
ity. “We know the way to eat an 
elephant is one bite at a time, 
and we would probably start on 
the extremities with a foot, the 
tail, or the trunk. But perhaps 
this elephant is built in layers, 
and each time we take a bite we 
affect another layer.” So if  we 
take a bite out the foot, it also 
affects the tail, and the trunk, he 
said. When we make progress in 
one area of  the church we have 
an impact on the others, and 
that’s good because everything 
needs attention. When we re-
new ourselves as Anglicans and 
Christians we also affect parish 
growth.

“Preparing our Leaders for 
Change” was second priority 
overall. It calls on us to “Develop 
a dynamic leadership education 
program to prepare our clergy 
and lay leaders for the challenges 
of  change as we work to grow 
spiritually, numerically and 
fi nancially.”

Four archdeaconries named 
new communications strategies 
as a major priority as well. It 
calls us to “Develop new com-
munication strategies aimed at a 
broader sharing of  information, 
gathering input prior to decision-
making, ‘speaking the truth in 
love’ and increasing our support 
of  one another. In this, steadily 
increase our use of  technology 
as much as we can.”

Several archdeacons alluded 
to diocesan communication 
problems and agreed that com-
munication has to be a two-way 
street.

“We have several communica-
tion tools in place, we just need to Drew Creaghan, Kelly Nicoll and Marcia Landry, part of a mission team from Holy Trinity in the Parish of 

New Maryland, remove the trim and rotten boards from a church in Honduras. Read the story on page 6.

MISSION IN HONDURAS

“Stewardship is boring,” says 
Bishop Edward Salmon. “What’s 
exciting is being engaged by the 
vision of  the Gospel.”

In August of  2008 Bishop 
Salmon excited and engaged 
clergy and Diocesan Council 
with his spiritual and practical 
approach to the mission of  the 
Church. Clergy and lay leaders 
will again be treated to his in-
spiring teachings at A New Day, 
a diocesan stewardship confer-
ence, Oct. 16 and 17 at Trinity 
Church, Sussex.

A registration fee of  $25 per 
participant includes meals and 

Bishop Salmon to lead major 
stewardship conference this fall

Renewal required

breaks. Parish corporations are 
encouraged to cover the costs for 
participants from their parishes. 
On-line registration< http://an-
glican.nb.ca/register/>.

At Synod  in June, the diocese 
developed a strategy for trans-
formational change. Teaching to 
prepare clergy and lay leaders for 
such change, and a major stew-
ardship initiative are two major 
strategic priorities.

On Friday afternoon and eve-
ning parish clergy will Prepare 
for a New Day (dinner provided) 
with Bishop Salmon (retired) of  
South Carolina. On Saturday two 

lay leaders sent by each parish 
will join the clergy for an all day 
session on Building the Team for 
The New Day. 

This stewardship conference 
is such an important part of  
the diocese’s commitment to 
transformational change, the 
Stewardship Team will provide 
overnight accommodations for 
clergy who travel from a distance 
to attend. Billets can also be ar-
ranged for lay participants who 
want to travel the evening before 
their conference session. 

When Bishop Salmon set out 
See Stewardship  page 2
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use them,” said the Archdeacon 
of  Chatham Patricia Drummond.  
“Communications can be sent 
out, but are they received? The 
receiver has as much responsi-
bility for communication as the 
sender.”

Archdeacon Richard McCon-
nell of  Moncton asked the same 
question. “What is preventing 
communication? We need to 
fi nd out what is keeping us from 
working together.”

“Do more of  God’s work in 
our communities” and “major 
stewardship initiative” tied for 
fourth place, followed by “all 
parishes focus on growth” and 
“a new congregational develop-
ment fund.” 

“Perhaps people will come to 
church when they see church 
making a difference in the com-
munity,” said Archdeacon Drum-
mond.

The archdeaconry groups were 
also asked what they thought Di-

to successfully transform his 
own struggling diocese he started 
at the parish level because he 
believes healthy parishes are the 
foundation of  a healthy diocese. 

His dedication to mission, 
expert leadership training, re-
lationship hygiene, stewardship 
and preaching the Gospel of  
“Jesus the Risk of  God,” contrib-
uted to its successful spiritual, 

numerical and fi nancial trans-
formation. 

Parishes are asked to choose 
lay participants (one should be a 
warden) to this important confer-
ence carefully. All participants 
are asked to make attendance 
at this event a high priority. The 
knowledge they gain will enable 
them to begin the work that leads 
to the transformational change .

Continued from page 1

Stewardship conference a diocesan priority

ocesan Council should take into 
consideration as it develops and 
implements a new ministry plan 
based on these newly established 
diocesan priorities.

The Moncton archdeaconry 
responded with a list:
• watch the costs;
• keep the parishes alongside you 
in your decision-making;
• look for good and existing re-
sources from other dioceses or 
the National Church;
• keep congregational develop-
ment local — parishes must look 
to each other, help each other;
• practice simple kindness; and
• sacrifi ce quantity for quality.

Lists of  the substantive mo-
tions carried and delegates elect-
ed to General and Provincial syn-
ods are online <http://anglican.
nb.ca/synod/2009/resolutions.
html>, as is the Bishop’s Charge 
<http://anglican.nb.ca/syn-
od/2009/090603_bishops_charge.
pdf>.

Continued from page 1

BY ANA WATTS

A generous spirit, careful 
planning and creative thinking 
made the 130th Synod of  the Dio-
cese of  Fredericton successful 
in every way. A realistic agenda, 
professional technical support, 
thoughtful worship and study 
times, and a colourful backdrop 
designed especially for the event, 
all combined to create a positive 
experience. Saint John even of-
fered warm, sunny weather for 
the Trade and Convention Centre 
venue harbourside at Market 
Square.

Word of  the death of  the Rev. 
John Pearce at the beginning of  
the business meeting on Friday 
morning took its toll on many. 
A no-nonsense, out-spoken and 
well-loved cleric, he remained 
fully engaged in ministry well 
into his 80s and actively served 
in the Parish of  Kent at the time 
of  his death. Delegates from his 
parish returned home as soon as 
they heard the news.

The Choral Evensong service 
at Trinity Church was a spectac-
ular celebration, beginning with 
a grand process of  choirs, clergy, 
dignitaries, the bishop and the 
primate. Accompanied by a po-
lice escort, they walked from the 
east entrance of  Trinity on Char-
lotte Street to King Street, down 

King to Germain Street, and 
up Germain to the grand west 
entrance to Trinity. The church 
was packed with delegates and 
other interested Anglicans. The 
bishop’s charge embraced the 
synod theme — Celebrating 
God’s Grace … Responding to 
God’s Challenge, and set the 
stage for delegates to fashion a 
foundation for transformative 
change from the work done by 
Diocesan Council, the task forces 
on budget support, and rural/
struggling parishes, as well as 
the stewardship study conducted 
by the National Church.

The opening service was not 
the only elegant event at synod. 
On Friday evening, June 5, Arch-
bishop Fred Hiltz, Primate of  
the Anglican Church of  Canada, 
spoke at a very well attended 
gala dinner held in the posh 
new dining room at Rothesay 
Netherwood School. Toward the 
end of  the evening, Greg and 
Debbie Hiltz of  Saint John were 
identifi ed as the winning bidders 
in the silent auction of  a paint-
ing in support of  the Primate’s 
World Relief  and Development 
Fund, through the Canadian 
Foodgrains Bank.

On Saturday morning, Holy 
Eucharist was celebrated in 
the grand hall of  the Trade and 
Convention Centre. The three 

Saint John synod sunny and successful

Communication key

ANA WATTS
Choirs, clergy, synod executive members and special guests processed along Charlotte, King and Germain Streets in 
Saint John to enter Trinity Church through the great west doors for the opening service of synod.

ANA WATTS

draped spinnakers (sails) and 
handcrafted hangings, including 
an eight by eight-foot quilt with 
the synod logo appliquéd on it, 
made a fi tting backdrop for the 
service. The cloth for the 12-foot 
altar as well as a burse and veil 
were also hand made especially 
for the occasion.

A great deal of  business was 
also accomplished at synod.

A new and holistic formula 
for budget support was passed. It 
liberates the synod treasurer who 
has been bound by frozen parish 
income rates in recent years. 

Synod named specifi c recom-
mendations from the Rural and/
or Struggling Parishes task force 
report to be considered and pri-
oritized by the Bishop and Dioc-
esan Council for implementation 
(subject to available funding as 
identifi ed by the Bishop and Di-
ocesan Council). It is this report 
that calls for transformational 
change. The resulting actions 
will be accompanied by a com-
prehensive communication plan 
documenting the need for the 
changes and what they will mean 
New Brunswick Anglicans.

Parish-based stew-
ardship education 
initiatives can be 
expected across the 
diocese; the value and 
the effectiveness of  
current diocesan gov-
ernance structures 
and processes will 
be evaluated with an 
eye toward effi ciency 
and economy. The 
diocese’s  commit-
ment to children and 
youth and the posi-
tions necessary to 
support these minis-
tries were articulated 
and endorsed; and 
before Synod 2011, 
New Brunswick An-
glicans will further 
investigate the issue of  embry-
onic stem cell research.

Resolutions concerning the 
blessing of same-gender relation-
ships as well as ministries in sup-
port of gay/lesbian/trans-gendered 
persons were discussed and de-
cided without apparent rancor.

Youth delegate Emily Jacobs of Fredericton, 
Youth Action Director Canon George Porter and 
Christian Education Director Liz Harding share 
a laugh following the opening synod service at 
Trinity Church, Saint John.

Delegates to General and Pro-
vincial Synods and members of  
Diocesan Council were elected. 
All the resolution and elections 
results are available at:
 http://anglican.nb.ca/synod/
2009/resolutions.html>.
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Sept. 8-9 
Provincial House of  Bishops

Sept. 10-13 
Provincial Synod

Sept. 16 
Clergy Day

Sept. 18-19 
Diocesan Council

Sept. 27-28 
Deanery of  Kingston

Sept. 29 
Bishop’s Counsel

Sept. 30-Oct. 1 
Deanery of  Kingston

Oct. 4-8 
Deanery of  Saint John

Oct. 16-17 
Stewardship Conference

T H E   B I S H O P ’ S   P A G E

P R I N C I P A L   
E N G A G E M E N T SOn the path to transformational change

church of  God, in this place, 
do we embrace our new reality 
in the early 21st century? How 
shall we sing the Lord’s song in 
a foreign land? 

Nelson cites the work of  
professor John Kotter in his 
work Leading Change. Kotter 
writes: “the greatest hindrance 
to needed change in any orga-
nization is a lack of  urgency … 
Going slow in an age of  rapid 
change is simply making sure 
that change will not happen 
and that the song will not be 
sung. The most important ele-

ment for healthy change in any 
organization is urgency.” 

Indeed, rapid cultural 
change has placed the church 
of  God in a foreign land. At 
best we are bewildered in this 
strange, even hostile place. And 
our response to our new real-
ity, generally speaking, is with 
negativity and blame toward 
leaders and structures. 

Our synod spoke not only 
of  change, but of  transforma-
tional change. If  leadership and 
structures have a vital role to 
play, as Nelson puts it, we all 
have a part to play and choices 
to make in the change process. 
“Effective leaders wishing 
transformational change in 
their [parishes] must fi rst be 
transformed. Whether it is 
strategic and focused change, 
or change for change’s sake, 
out of  boredom and staleness, 
it begins with [the individual].” 
As was discussed in our work 
before synod, systemic change 
must start with personal 
change. But again, how?

It is diffi cult to dispute this 
new cultural reality, this new 
place of  being for the church 
and its ministry and mission. 
If  the call begins with personal 
change leading to transforma-
tional change for leaders and 

structures, we ought to expect a 
few challenges. 

It is widely understood that 
fear is the greatest inhibitor 
of  change and the origin of  
confl ict. However, as Nelson 
put it, “If  most diffi culties were 
shaped around seeking what 
is best for God’s purpose for 
the church, it would be amaz-
ing how the conversations 
would differ. We are part of  a 
large purpose. God’s desire is 
to announce his reign on earth 
through a people so passion-
ately involved in [his] mission 
than they can do nothing less 
than become the people of  
God.”

My sense from our synod is 
that as God’s people there is a 
deep desire and openness for 
both individual and corporate 
transformational change that 
will enable our singing a new 
song to God’s glory.  Thanks be 
to God!

The Rt. Rev. Dr. Claude Miller is 
Bishop of  Fredericton

A N N O U N C E M E N T S

The Rev. Alan Reynolds was ap-
pointed priest-in-charge of  the 
Parish of  Central Kings (on a 
month-to-month basis) on June 
11.

The Ven. Patricia Drummond 
will retire as rector of  the Parish 
of  New Bandon on Sept. 30. She 
will continue as Archdeacon of  
Chatham on a month-to-month 
basis.

BY GEOFFREY HALL

The 130th Session of  Dioc-
esan Synod held in June 
was indeed a memorable 

occasion for those in atten-
dance. General consensus in-
dicates the Holy Spirit was vis-
ibly present in the discussions 
and debates of  that meeting, 
and the resulting resolutions 
have given the diocese much 
to do over the coming months. 
The direction offered by the 
synod is a tall order indeed and 
will require the attention and 
cooperation of  every member 
of  the diocese if  it is to be real-
ized among us.

With a brief  review of  where 
we are now, I will try to de-
scribe where I think we have 
been, and where the synod 
decided we need to go.

Legislation
Three synod resolutions made 
changes to diocesan legislation:
• A change to the constitution 
resulted in how a quorum (the 
number of  members required 
for synod to do its business) 
is determined. The synod now 
requires the registration and 
presence of  one-half  of  the 
clergy (priests and deacons) ap-
pointed to pastoral responsibil-
ity in the diocese. 
• The language of  Canon Three 
(Election of  Bishops) was up-
dated making its text inclusive 
where necessary. 
• Canon Five was modifi ed to 
include a previously omitted 
reference to the necessity for 
parishes to include an annual 

fi nancial state-
ment when sub-
mitting 
annual returns. 

The changes 
to these 
documents 
have been 
made and 
posted on the 
diocesan web site.

Messages
Two resolutions summarized 
messages to others to be sent 
from the Diocese of  Frederic-
ton. One was a memorial to the 
General Synod of  the Anglican 
Church of  Canada encouraging 
consideration of  the principle 
of  10-10-10 and the standard 
of  the tithe (10 per cent) as an 
ideal offering towards which 
the Canadian Church might 
work in determining fi nancial 
support of  ministry at the 
member, diocesan and national 
levels. 

Synod also requested a note 
of  caution to be sent to all dioc-
esan bishops of  the Canadian 
Anglican Church and to the key 
leaders of  their synods regard-
ing the blessing of  same-sex 
unions, and the need to allow 
time for adequate discussion 
and consideration before mov-
ing to that practice. 

Both the memorial and a 
memo to diocesan bishops have 
been sent.

New Directions
Four resolutions adopted prin-
ciples and directions articu-
lated by two task forces struck 

by Synod 2007, one on Rural 
and/or Struggling Parishes, 
the other on Diocesan Budget 
Support. The will of  Synod 2009 
is to use these reports and their 
contents to guide decisions on 
initiatives in the near future. 
It ensures these reports not 
be put on the shelf, but will 
remain active for guidance and 
reference over the next several 
months and years. The resolu-
tions specifi cally addressed 
were: 
• a need for direction about the 
calculation of  parish support of  
the diocesan budget; 
• an evaluation of  diocesan 
structures and processes; 
•the need to implement a parish 
based congregational develop-
ment and stewardship initia-
tive; and 
• strategic direction for assist-
ing struggling parishes in the 
future.

Concerns
The three remaining resolu-
tions addressed specifi c topics 
of  concern: 
• the ethical issues around em-
bryonic stem cell research; 
• our diocesan commitment to 
youth and the ministries it cur-
rently supports; 
• recognition of  the pastoral re-
sponse to lesbian, gay, bisexual 
and transgendered persons by 
both Integrity Fredericton and 
the Zacchaeus Fellowship.

What’s next?
Archdeaconry discussions 
aimed at beginning to prioritize 
“what’s next” identifi ed renew-

al of  our identity as Anglican 
Christians as a top priority. 
First steps include:
• basic catechesis for our mem-
bership, 
• a fresh look at the Rule of  Life 
(page 555 in the Book of  Com-
mon Prayer), and 
•renewal and clarifi cation of  
the specifi c role of  the minis-
tries of  clergy and all the bap-
tized (Anglican formation).

Also expressed was the need 
for the church at the regional 
(archdeaconry) level to focus on 
becoming more effectively orga-
nized, unifi ed and active at the 
grassroots level. It is important 
that in our faith communities 
we share our resources and be 
genuinely concerned about one 
another as well as our mission 
to the outside world.

As the Diocesan Council 
(elected to be the synod be-
tween meetings of  synod) 
moves forward in its term 
over the next two years, these 
emphases will need to be ad-
dressed along with the routine 
“keeping the lights on” tasks 
for which it is responsible. 
As God continues to call the 
necessary leaders, and as the 
needed resources become avail-
able, let us pray that his will 
for his church in this diocese is 
realized and that we appropri-
ately share the responsibilities 
involved in making that so.

The Ven. Geoffrey Hall is Execu-
tive Assistant to the Bishop of  
Fredericton, Secretary of  Synod, 
Diocesan Archdeacon and Terri-
torial Archdeacon of  Fredericton.

Synod 2009 … the facts, the fi gures, the future
The Rev. John Pearce, priest-
in-charge of  the Parish of  
Kent, died during the opening 
hours of  Synod 2009 on June 5. 
The Rev. Chris VanBuskirk of  
Moncton was with Mr. Pearce 
in his fi nal hours on this earth, 
and the delegates from his 
parish left synod to return to 
their homes when they heard 
of  his death.

Originally from Montreal, 
Mr. Pearce served for many 
years as assistant priest in the 
Parish of  Petite Riviere and 
New Dublin in the Diocese 
of  Nova Scotia and Prince 
Edward Island. Following his 
retirement he came to New 
Brunswick and devoted him-
self  to the Parish of  Kent.

He was an enthusiastic 
priest in the diocese, always 
ready to lend a hand and sup-
port a cause. He was also 
the author of  many articles, 
tracts, booklets and books on 
myriad aspects of  the Chris-
tian Life. For busy people 
who fi nd lengthy Bible study 
diffi cult, he wrote the Ten Min-
utes series of  books. In them 
he divided New Testament 
books into short sections with 
verse-by-verse commentary, a 
brief  prayer for the day, and 
thought-provoking questions.

Mr. Pearce is survived by 
his brother Brian and niece 
Janet. His funeral was held at 
St. George’s Church in Monc-
ton and he was buried in St. 
Paul’s Cemetery in Brown’s 
Yard, Parish of  Kent.

OBITUARY
THE REV. JOHN PEARCE
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“How shall we sing the 
Lord’s song in a foreign land?” 
(Psalm 137.4)

In his recent book Border-
land Churches, Gary Nelson, 

General Secretary of  Canadian 
Baptist Ministries, writes: “The 
drastic changes that have oc-
curred since the last century’s 
North American cultural 
religious acceptance of  today’s 
secular environment demands 
that the church rediscover its 
ministry and mission.” 

Over the summer, I took 
some time to refl ect on the 
diocesan work leading up to our 
recent synod in early June, and 
indeed the work of  our synod. 

This fall promises that all 
of  us, if  we so choose, will be 
very busy responding to the 
mandate that was given. We 
are thankful that our synod 
was a grace fi lled event and we 
celebrate. 

Now our diocese is called 
to answer to the challenge of  
change. The operative word is 
“how.” How, as a diocese and 
parishes, do we exercise God’s 
call to ministry and mission, 
so as to be relevant to God’s 
people who are struggling in 
these times of  unprecedented 
cultural upheaval? How, as the 
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The church has no mission, 
Archbishop Fred Hiltz told New 
Brunswick Anglicans during 
Synod 2009. It is God who has 
a mission and it is the church’s 
responsibility to see it through. 
The primate of  the Anglican 
Church of  Canada was special 
guest speaker at the synod ban-
quet held in the elegant new 
dining room at Rothesay Neth-
erwood School in Rothesay. The 
focus of  his address was the fi ve 
marks of  God’s mission. 

“God’s mission is not just 
about renewal, it is about society, 
and the whole world, as refl ected 
in the fi ve marks of  mission,” he 
said. Those marks are to: 
• proclaim the Good News of  the 
Kingdom;
• teach, baptize and nurture new 
believers;
• respond to human need by lov-
ing service;
• seek to transform unjust struc-
tures of  society;
• strive to safeguard the integrity 
of  creation and sustain and re-
new the life of  the earth.

“Canada actually adds a sixth 
mark around peace and recon-
ciliation,” he said. “We are on the 
front line of  that.”

While he acknowledged the 
challenges of  sexuality and unity 
in the Canadian church, he said 
he believes the fi ve marks of  mis-
sion have the capacity to draw us 

During synod, two New Bruns-
wick Anglicans were recognized 
for their many years of  continu-
ing, outstanding and faithful 
service to the diocese. At the gala 
synod banquet at Rothesay Neth-
erwood School, in the presence 
of  the primate and hundreds of  
other dedicated New Brunswick 
Anglicans, Lawrence Carpenter 
and Frank Morehouse were each 
presented with a Bishop’s Award 
of  Merit. Truly these men per-
sonify the theme of  Synod 2009 
— Celebrating God’s Grace ... 
Responding to God’s Challenge.

The Rev. Chris Hayes of  the 
Parish of  Richmond nominated 
Mr. Carpenter and presented 
him to Bishop Claude Miller. 
“Lawrence Carpenter served 
the parish as treasurer for more 
than 50 years,” said Mr. Hayes. 
He has been a diocesan layreader 
for many years and served many 
times as warden and synod del-
egate. “He was also a signifi cant 
benefactor when we built our 
new church.” 

The new church and parish 
centre in Richmond is simple yet 
practical. It provides for congre-
gational worship, three Sunday 
school classrooms, a nursery, 
modern washroom facilities, 
kitchen and storage space. The 
one and only step in the entire 
building is the one up into the 
sanctuary. It is warm, comfort-
able, useful for many kinds of  
functions and accessible by all. 
It replaces an inadequate build-
ing rendered useless by cold in 
the winter.

“But the new building was 
neither for our convenience 

Primate mindful of the 
world, marks of mission

Archbishop Fred Hiltz
together across theological, geo-
graphic and cultural divides. 

Theme for the 2010 General 
Synod in Halifax next year is 
Feeling the Winds of  God, Chart-
ing a New Course. The primate 
is determined it will be mission 
focused, a time to look up and 
look out and celebrate … to be 
joyous in the Gospel, to look up 
in thanksgiving to God who is a 
faithful and sacrifi cial witness 
and who looks to the world with 
compassion and courage.

“We’ve been consumed with 
internal matters for a long time,” 
said the primate. “By the residen-
tial schools issue with its repen-
tance and healing; around issues 

of  sexuality from many perspec-
tives. We don’t pay enough atten-
tion to the pastoral context. We 
must trust again in the leading 
of  the Spirit. In our Vision 2019 
project, the church looks ahead 
and discovers where and how the 
Spirit is calling us. We want you 
to tell us your story. Dream Baby 
Dream is an invitation to all of  us 
to be involved in the discernment 
process. What are your hopes 
and dreams for your church? 
The responses will be collated 
and annotated and themes will 
emerge and they will be brought 
to Synod 2010.”

The primate talked about 
indigenous ministry and the 
extraordinary work being done 
by Mark MacDonald, our fi rst na-
tional indigenous bishop. He also 
said he hopes to launch a major 
fundraising effort by 2012.

“Henri Nouwen said fundrais-
ing is not begging for money, but 
about establishing a mission 
and encouraging people to par-
ticipate in that mission through 
generosity and sacrifice,” said 
the primate.

The synod banquet was the 
first formal outside function 
held in the private school’s new 
dining room, and head master 
Paul Kitchen invited the bishop 
to consider the school campus 
as a site for synod as a whole in 
the future.

Bishop recognizes continuing, 
outstanding and faithful service 

nor comfort. It was to facilitate 
activities that reach out to the 
community,” says Mr. Hayes. 

The Ven. David Barrett of  
Sussex, in his capacity as mem-
ber of  the Archives Committee, 
nominated diocesan archivist 
Frank Morehouse and presented 
him to Bishop Miller.

“Frank takes his job very seri-
ously,” said Archdeacon Barrett. 
After extensive consultation 
he redesigned parish registers 
to meet modern standards; de-
signed an attractive bishops 
posters now displayed in most 
parishes; and he instituted the 
regular Archives Corner feature 
in the New Brunswick Anglican. 
But without doubt, his diocesan 
photography project is his great-
est contribution to the diocese. 
Over fi ve years he traveled the 
diocese photographing the exte-
riors, interiors and even some of  
the communion silver in every 
church building in the diocese.

“Frank is a perfectionist and 
sometimes he went back two 
and even three times to get just 
the right shot,” said Archdeacon 
Barrett. “Each church had to 
be surrounded by blue sky and 
fl uffy white clouds.”

The Morehouse collection 
is resident in the Diocesan Ar-
chives, http://anglican.nb.ca/ad-
min/archives/, was shown at the 
2008 Lambeth Conference, has 
been featured on calendars and 
is regularly used on the diocesan 
website and in the diocesan 
newspaper.

Mr. Morehouse is also a 
layreader and active in the par-
ish of  Bright.

Bishop Claude Miller honoured two New Brunswick Anglicans with Awards 
of Merit during Synod in Saint John. In the photo above are Bishop Miller, 
award-winner Lawrence Carpenter and the Rev. Chris Hayes who nominated 
him. Below are award-winner Frank Morehouse, Archdeacon David Barrett 
who nominated him, and Bishop Miller. 

P A I N T I N G   P R O C E E D S   F E E D   T H E   H U N G R Y

Greg and Debbie Hiltz’ silent auction bid of $407 made them the proud owners of “Silence is Not 
the Answer,” an original painting by Dale Cook, based on a photograph of a scene in Ethiopia 
taken by the Rev. Marian Lucas Jefferies. Archbishop Fred Hiltz, Primate of the Anglican Church of 
Canada, announced the wining bid in support of the Primate’s World Relief and Development Fund 
(PWRDF) through the Canadian Foodgrains Bank (CFB). Greg and Betty were not at the banquet 
when the winning bid was announced, but later said they intend to donate the painting to their 
parish so many people can enjoy it. The purchase price donated to the CFB was matched with four 
dollars for every one by the Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA). That made the 
sale of the painting worth more than $2,000. The CFB mission is to end hunger in a world where 
a billion people are hungry. It is a PWRDF partner. Seen above with the painting when the winner 
was announced are Ann Walling, PWRDF diocesan representative; Archbishop Hiltz, the primate;  
Ms.Lucas Jefferies, who took the photo that inspired the painting and who sits on the board of 
PWRDF; and Ms. Cook, artist and PWRDF supporter.
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CHRISTMAS BAZAAR
Sponsored by Christ Church (Parish) Church ACW

Corner of Westmorland and Charlotte Streets

Fredericton, N.B.

Saturday, November 14, 2009
12:30 pm – 3:00 pm

D I O C E S A N   N E W S

BY KEITH OSBORNE

The Companion Diocese Com-
mittee is pleased to announce 
Bishop Claude Miller, accompa-
nied by a small delegation we 
hope, will visit Bishop Matthias 
and our Companion Diocese of  
Ho in November. The committee 
also hopes to send a volunteer 
to work in the Diocese of  Ho in 
whatever capacity that is useful 
to Bishop Matthias for about a 
six month term.

These two initiatives defi ne 
our Companion Diocese rela-
tionship with Ho. If  they do not 
take place we will be faced with 
a quandary as to where we are 
going and what our relationship 
is about. It is critical that we 
have and hold the assurance that 
our Lord is leading us in these 
directions and that the neces-
sary funding will be provided 
by generous people around our 
diocese. 

Both the bishop’s delegation 
and the travel of  the volunteer 
will require a lot of  financial 
and prayerful support. Please 
join with us in seeking the Lord’s 
will, that this partnership may 
bring glory to God and may be 
a blessing to those on both sides 
of  the ocean. 

May we all seek to cultivate 
interest and a spirit of  concern 
in all our parishes. May the 
Diocese of  Ho be upon our minds 
and hearts. May our prayers for 
Bishop Matthias be strengthened 
by God’s grace and peace. Let us 

all strive to build God’s kingdom 
in whatever context he may call 
us to serve.

Communication with Ho is 
very limited and your Compan-
ion Diocese committee continues 
its attempts to establish a mean-
ingful bond with Bishop Matthias 
and his people. We implore you 
all to keep the Bishop of  Ho in 
your prayers as he is often faced 
with discouragement in seeking 
to bring life to a new work with 
very little or no resources at his 
disposal. Pray he may know the 
Lord’s peace and sense of  guid-
ance and grace upon his minis-
try; pray that all their parishes 
and outstations may experience 
meaningful growth and a vision 
for their futures.

Recently your Companion 
Diocese committee engaged in a 
very helpful discussion regard-
ing our calling in this venture, 
especially considering our mo-
tives and methods. We became 
acutely aware that we need to 
walk through this partnership 
with much prayer and discretion, 
as our actions here will affect 
what happens over there, in a 
culture which lies outside the 
scope of  our understanding. We 
want to help the people of  Ho 
develop and grow, and to avoid 
creating unhealthy dependen-
cies by our actions, no matter 
how well intentioned.

We believe Bishop Miller’s 
initial visit to Ho will provide us 
a clearer understanding of  their 
situation and thus of  the ways 

Bishop to visit Companion Diocese of Ho in November

Bishop Claude Miller (left) and Bishop Matthias Medadues-Badohu of our Companion Diocese of Ho, Ghana 
(right), and their wives, Kwabala (next to Bishop Miller) and Sharon (next to Bishop Matthias), were able to spend 
some time together at the Lambeth Conference in England in 2008. Bishop Matthias was also the guest of the 
Diocese of Fredericton for synod in 2007.

in which we can be of  help. It 
will inform us in praying more 
intelligently for their specific 
situations and circumstances. 
We have also begun the interview 
process as we seek a suitable 
candidate to consider spending 

a term in Ho as a volunteer to 
assist in whatever ministry is 
required at the time. This person 
will receive a thorough screening 
by our committee and eventually 
be oriented under the care of  the 
National Church Volunteers in 

On June 21, people of all faiths and from villages, towns and cities along the eastern shore of New 
Brunswick gathered at St. John’s Church in Bay du Vin, Parish of Hardwicke, to observe the 50th 
Anniversary of the Escuminac Disaster at a special memorial service. The night of June 19, 1959 fi shing 
boats left the wharf at Escuminac expecting to land record salmon catches. A rare and certainly unexpected 
hurricane struck the Gulf of St. Lawrence that night and early the next morning. It claimed 22 fi shing 
boats and 35 men (some of them really just boys) and left in its wake 26 widows and 83 fatherless children. 
None of the men who died carried life insurance and their families’ lives changed forever. Bishop Claude 
Miller, the Rev. Richard Steeves, current priest-in-charge of Hardwicke, and Canon Howard Anningson, 
a former rector, all participated in the memorial service in Bay du Vin and in many other local events 
commemorating the disaster.

D I S A S T E R   R E C A L L E D
ACW Diocesan Quiet Day

With three thoughtful presentations by

The Rev. Eileen Irish
Wednesday, September 9

10 a.m. -4 p.m.

At Camp Medley

Pot luck lunch

Bring a musical instrument if you play one

Proceeds of service free-will offering at the service

to Camp Medley

Mission program.

The Rev. Keith Osborne is a 
member of  the Companion Dio-
cese Committee and the rector of  
the Parish of  Pennfi eld.
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P H O T O   R 

BY BRUCE MCKENNA

In preparation for a mission to Honduras, we at 
Holy Trinity, New Maryland, offered our fi ve loaves 
and two fi sh to God. We are amazed and grateful to 

God for the way he graciously moved in the lives of  so 
many people so that we might give him all the praise 
and glory.

On Jan. 23 of  this year we offered a tithe of  the 
adult Sunday congregation to God and to Saint Peter’s 
by the Sea in Brick Bay, Honduras. When we Anglicans 
hear the word tithe we usually think of  money. In this 
case the tithe consisted of  10 people who, with the full 
support of  the church, offered themselves, their souls 
and bodies to be a reasonable, holy and living sacrifi ce 
to God. As a church we witnessed the power of  a tithe 
humbly offered to God.

Mission team members use the word humble 
frequently. When we began to plan our mission, we 
decided as a team to pay our own airfares and a large 
portion of  our accommodations and food. This allowed 
us to focus on raising money for the mission. 

It seemed a daunting task to raise funds to purchase 
the materials necessary to replace the rotted walls of  
Saint Peter’s with pressure treated lumber, prime and 
paint them, take out the old windows and create space 
for new glass windows. 

God addressed our concerns in many gracious ways 
as we began our journey of  faith. Frank Johnston Main 
with the South American Missionary Society (SAMS) 
Canada came to the parish to meet with the team and 
also speak at Sunday services. He gave us wise counsel 
and encouraged us in our journey.

 Since this was the fi rst mission to another country 
for Holy Trinity, he also helped the church understand 
what we were doing and why we were doing it.

Three memorable community breakfasts, a spa-
ghetti dinner and an auction fi lled with laughter and 
purpose later, we had all the funds we needed and 
more. We also had some special memories, like the 
four mince pies that went for $20 each, and the piñatas 
made by our Sunday school children, one of  them sold 
at auction for $55! We were humbled by the caring gen-
erosity of  people in the church and the community.

The people of  Brick Bay humbled us again. When 
we arrived in this community of  150 people, our broth-
ers and sisters in Christ came alongside us and worked 
with us in our project. The women of  the parish pre-
pared wonderful lunches for which we are truly grate-
ful. Two carpenters and a painter also worked with us. 
Even the children helped us by collecting nails. 

As we worked together we became aware of  some-
thing we have lost in Canada — community. The 
people in Brick Bay truly care for one another, and 
the children are cared for by many mothers. We saw 
the village raising their children and again we were 
humbled.

In addition to working on the fabric of  the church, 
we also offered a Vacation Bible School, and because 
school was on holiday we were able to use the neigh-
bourhood school.

It was a delight for the VBS team to get to know the 
names of  all the children as they taught in a cross-
cultural environment. One of  our team members is a 
seamstress so she was able to work with some of  the 
women of  the church too.

We held two Bible studies in the evenings in the 
church. Yet again we were humbled, this time by the 
depth of  people’s faith, by the way they trusted God 
for all things. A grade nine student on our team wrote: 
“The Wednesday night at Bible study is a vivid mem-
ory for me. The teenagers are really deep when they 
speak about Jesus.”

We are grateful for the way God worked through 
our mission. Initially unknown to us, the people of  
the Parish of  Lakewood, where I once served and led 
a mission team, were planning a mission to Honduras 
as well. When we became aware of  our similar visions, 
we were amazed to discover we would be in Honduras 
within fi ve days of  each other. Amazed again by God’s 
goodness, we were able to plan continuity of  ministry 
while we prayed for one another.  

We are also so grateful to God for the Revs. Nelson 
and Kara (Thompson) Mejia, two friends of  Jesus who 

We offered ourselves, souls and bodies 
to our 10-person mission to Honduros

Archie the carpenter (left) and Eduardo the painter (back right) of Brick Bay were of tremendous help to the 
green-shirted members of the New Maryland mission team to Honduras — Laura Pyne, Drew Creaghan, Katelyn 
Thomas, Dylan Nicoll, Marcia Landry, Pat Mosher, Kelly Nicoll, Steve Nicoll and Ed Barfi tt. On the far right is 
the Rev Nelson Mejia, who is also a carpenter, and who ensured supplies for the project arrived on time.

Mission team members got to know some of the children of Brick Bay at a 
Vacation Bible Club they offered in the neighbourhood school. Some local 
mothers helped too.

The New Maryland mission team 
worked wonders on the outside 

of the little church in 
Brick Bay, Honduras. 

About a week after they left 
another mission team, 

this one from the 
Parish of Lakewood in Saint John, 

arrived to work on the inside. 
Find that story  in the October issue of the 

New Brunswick Anglican.

did all they could to support us. On our arrival we were 
presented with a cell phone so we could stay in touch 
with our families at home. We purchased additional 
minutes and were able to speak to them throughout 
the mission. 

Nelson, also a carpenter, ensured that supplies ar-
rived at the right time and we could not have complet-
ed our work without him. Kara (daughter of  the Rev. 
Gordon and Bell Thompson) is an exceptional transla-
tor who effortlessly went from Spanish to English and 
English to Spanish. We are most grateful as well for 
their gifts of  hospitality, administration, and faith.

The Rev. Bruce McKenna is rector of  the Parish of  New 
Maryland.

 

Before

After
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O U N D - U P

COLOURFUL BACKDROP

This year’s synod organizers wanted the room in the Saint John Trade and Convention Centre where the meetings were held to refl ect the 
“spirit” of the diocese’s endeavours. JoAnne Fitzpatrick, a fi bre artist in the Parish of Coldbrook and St. Mary was charged with making the 
empty, neutral space warm and beautiful. Three large spinnakers (sails) fi lled the room with colour and several hangings, including a quilt 
designed and executed for the occasion, underscored the spiritual dimension. She and her committee also made a burse, veil and frontal for 
the extremely long “altar” used for the Synod Eucharist.

I N T E G R I T Y   E X P R E S S E S   P R I D E

New Brunswick members of Integrity, an Anglican organization of 
friends working toward the full inclusion of gay and lesbian people 
in the life of the Anglican Church, participated in Gay Pride Week 
events in June. The Rev. Dr. Barry Craig (left in the photo above) 
celebrated an Integrity Eucharist in Fredericton. With him are, left 
to right, Barb MacMullin, president of Integrity New Brunswick, Dr. 
L. A. Henry, her son Robb Larmer, and Dr. Ann Wetherilt. In the 
photo below Dr. Henry and Ms. MacMullin join Bob Brittain in the 
Saint John Pride Parade.

D O W N   W I T H   T H E   O L D

The St. John’s Church Hall on Main Street, Nashwaaksis (Fredericton 
North) came down this summer to make room for phase one of a two-phase 
construction project to establish a new worship facility.

Under the watchful eye of Canon Bill MacMullin, rector of the Parish of 
Douglas and Nashwaaksis and many parishioners, the Ven. Geoffrey  Hall, 
Archdeacon of Fredericton (second from the left) and young Christina 
Ballard (front and centre) turned the fi rst sod to begin construction of the 
new St. John’s.  Photos courtesy Vernon Harding.
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A R C H I V E S   C O R N E R

It is usually very easy to 
recognize a church from its 
exterior, but St. Mary’s in 

Hillsborough, Albert County, 
might cause a visitor to pause 
and wonder a little. It is not 
painted the regular “church 
white,” rather covered with lo-
cally hand made brown shin-
gles and designed like Norwe-
gian style house. And instead 
of  the telltale church steeple, 
St. Mary’s has a chimney! 
Inside the church is another 
pleasant surprise — a beautiful 
brick fi replace with the words: 
“The Lord is in His House” 
inscribed on the mantle. 

Just how this unique New 
Brunswick church came to be 
intrigued the archivists and we 
hope that it will interest you, 
our readers, as well. 

Although the Anglican 
Church made forays into Albert 
County as early as the 1820s, 
and there were churches in 
other communities, St. Mary’s, 
the fi rst church built in Hills-
borough, was not built until the 
late 19th century. Even before 
St. Mary’s was completed, a 
congregation was established 
(as early as 1861) and met in the 
Temperance Hall, Orange Hall 
and the Masonic Lodge Room 
and perhaps other places as 
well. 

“In 1886, three prominent 
men of  Hillsborough — C.J. 
Cosman Jr. of  the Albert Manu-
facturing Company, G.A. Rob-
inson, manager of  the Albert 
Railway and K. Middleton, the 
local bank manager — jointly 
raised a sum of  money to be 
used for building a church. 
Work commenced and, when 
funds ran low, Albert Manufac-
turing Co. manager Joseph T. 
Tomkins supplied the amount 

A chimney, not a steeple
The story of St. Mary’s, Hillsborough

necessary for its completion.” 
The charming story told to 

the archivists was that when 
Tomkins supplied the remain-
der of  the money to complete 
St. Mary’s, he also altered the 
fl oor plans slightly so that the 
brick fi replace was installed, 
not to heat the church, but for 
his own comfort. The fi replace 
faced Mr. Tomkins’ bench in 
a lovely sitting area at the 
back of  the church. Behind 
the fi replace was a heavy 
curtain, which Tomkins could 
close. That way if  the service 
displeased him he could leave 
whenever he chose. 

In a deed dated September 
10, 1898, Joseph T. Tomkins 
(and his second wife, Maria 
Odell) conveyed to Bishop H.T. 
Kingdon about a fi fth of  an acre 
of  land upon which “Tomkins 
hath erected a certain church 
building … as a memorial to 
his late beloved wife, Augusta, 
and being desirous to promote 
and advance the interests 
of  the Church of  England in 
Canada …”  All sittings in the 
said church building are “at 
all times to be free sittings.” 
Bishop Kingdon consecrated St. 
Mary’s Church on September 
11, 1898.

Above the altar of  St. Mary’s, 
Tomkins had a beautiful, three-
paned stained glass window 
imported from Italy installed 
in memory of  his brother. On 
the altar sits a cross carved 
from the wood of  a larger cross 
that survived the Great Fire 
of  London. In the chancel on 
either side of  the altar are two 
large plaques. The one on the 
left dedicated the church to the 
“Worship of  Almighty God” 
in “faithful loving memory of  
Augusta Tomkins” who died 

May 13, 1884. On the opposite 
side, the matching plaque was 
placed in “loving memory of  Jo-
seph T. Tomkins”(1833 – 1928), 
founder of  St. Mary’s Church.  
Not a lot is known about Joseph 
Tomkins except that census 
records show his origin as 
American. When his father Cal-
vin died in May of  1890 at age 
98, newspaper accounts said he 
was President of  Albert Manu-
facturing Co. and that his son, 
Joseph was the manager. The 
funeral for the elder Tomkins 
was held in New York, where he 
died. The cemetery just behind 
St. Mary’s contains many Tom-
kins markers. 

When Canon Alan Smithers 
arrived in Albert County on 
June 8, 1898, the area had been 
vacant for 13 years. In 1899, he 
reported to synod that services 
were held “once a fortnight” in 

this “beautiful little church” 
which could seat 90 people. He 
added that in the previous year, 
“the church has been hand-
somely seated and furnished 
with a furnace and … lamps 
acquired, enabling us to hold 
service in the evening.”  Con-
cluding, “Altogether the inte-
rior of  the church presents a 
very attractive appearance,” he 
opined that Hillsborough had a 
“very bright future.”  

Two years later, he wrote 
that extensive improvements 
had been made to the ground 
around St. Mary’s “under the 
direction and at the expense 
of  the founder. A new system 
of  heating, and other changes 
conducive to the comforts of  the 
worshippers, has been affected.”  

In 1905, a branch of  the Wom-
en’s Auxiliary for the county 
was formed at Hillsborough and 
a Sunday school was established 
for younger members.

No doubt many have been 
confi rmed at St. Mary’s over 
the years. In 1916, the Rev. D.H. 
Loweth wrote “the most happy 
feature of  the year’s work was 
the confi rmation held at Hill-
sborough in May last, when 14 
candidates were given the Ap-
ostolic Rite by Bishop Richard-
son. Three of  the candidates re-
quested ‘baptism by immersion’ 

St. Mary’s, Hillsborough, with its hand-made shingles and brick chimney looks more like a home or cottage than 
an Anglican church. The cosy look extends to the brick fi replace inside (below). The instription on the mantle reads 
“The Lord is in His House.”  (Photos by Frank Morehouse)

and this sacrament was admin-
istered at St. Mary’s Church 
where a specially constructed 
font was placed in readiness. 
If  for no other purpose, the 
event certainly has helped to 
discourage a somewhat general 
impression that the Church 
disapproves of  this method of  
dispensing baptism.”

Canon Smithers was correct. 
St. Mary’s was, and still is, a 
beautiful church, with strik-
ing architecture. Recently the 
handmade shingles on the roof  
were replaced with asphalt 
shingles for fi re safety. How-
ever, they were chosen so care-
fully the renovation is hardly 
apparent. 

Sources:
• Hillsborough Census Returns, 1871-
1881; 
• D. Johnson, Vital Statistics from N.B. 
Newspapers; 
• Parish Reports to Synod, 1898-1906; 
1916; 
• Several short histories of St. Mary’s, 
Hillsborough.

The Archives Corner is prepared 
by Twila Buttimer, 506-453-4306 
<twila.buttimer@gnb.ca> and 
Frank Morehouse, 506-459-3637 
<frankm@nbnet.nb.ca. 
They welcome your comments 
and suggestions.

Prints of Lloyd Fitzgerald’s 

colourful painting of 

Christ Church Cathedral

(a bright blue sky 

gives way to a rosey glow) 

are now available at

Anglican House, Saint John.  

The cost is $100 each.  

This is a fundraiser for the

Diocesan Archives Committee whose 
members would 

appreciate your support.  

Prints are also available from Frank 
Morehouse

506-459-3637 

 frankm@nbnet.nb.ca.

Archives 
Fundraiser
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A R O U N D    T H E   D I O C E S E

C E L E B R A T I N G   A   D E A C O N E S S 

The Bishop’s Committee on the Diaconate celebrated the life and work of Deaconess Mary Nameria 
Jacob at St. Mark’s Chapel of Ease on July 26, the day after the 120th anniversary of her ordination 
in 1889. She was possibly the fi rst female deacon in the English Church in British North America. 
The Rev. Deacons Debra Edmondson, Parish of Bright; Joyce Perry, Parish of Fredericton (Christ 
Church Parish Church) and Eleanor Dryden (Parish of the Nerepis and St. John) played signifi cant 
roles in the service. The Rev. Deacon Fran Bedell, Parish of Madawaska, was unable to attend for 
health reasons. In the photo on the left are Ms. Edmondson in the foreground (with Ms. Dryden 
hidden behind her), and Ms. Perry. The photo on the right is the chapel at Kings Landing.  Photos by 
Colleen Carroll-Nisbett.

BY MARGARET LAKING

The Rev. Kevin Cross and 
some of  his parishioners 
from St. George’s in Mc-

Adam were profoundly touched 
by history and humanity when 
they led a Sunday service at the 
Department of  Veterans Affairs 
(DVA) housing unit in Frederic-
ton last June.

“It was a privilege and an 
incredible honour for us to offer 
our praise and thanks to God 
for their lives and service to 
their fellow man,” he says. The 
service was especially poignant 
as it commemorated the 65th 
anniversary of  D-Day.

“When I asked to conduct 
this service I was not cognizant 
of  what a signifi cant date it 
would commemorate,” says Mr. 
Cross. “Realizing before the 
service that it was the 65th an-
niversary of  D-Day, the service 
took on a more somber tone 

than I had anticipated. When 
it turned out that two of  the 
veterans attending the service 
actually served in the D-Day 
invasion, it took it to a whole 
other level. These men were 
visibly touched and saddened 
to remember their service and 
the loss of  so many of  their 
fellow service men. The service 
became one of  remembrance 
for those two men. And to us, 
who witnessed the rawness 
of  their emotions about that 
day 65 years later, it became a 
very solemn and, dare I say a 
holy experience, to be there to 
support them and honor them. 
While the day is thought of  as 
one of  great victory, their wit-
ness and sobs reminded us all of  
the terrible price that they and 
others paid for our freedom.”

Members of  St. George’s 
choir and their organist Judy 
Thomas accompanied Mr. 
Cross to Fredericton. They 

led the service men, women 
and their families in many 
traditional hymns, including 
Amazing Grace. This hymn, 
accompanied by Ed Garrett on 
his accordion, which sounded 
like bagpipes, was especially 
moving. Three young ladies and 
their organist Judy Robertson 
from the McAdam Ecumenical 
Choir sang at the end of  the 
service.

We all felt humbled to just 
be in the presence of  these 
men and women and to bring 
the word of  God to those who 
probably had more reasons to 
doubt than to believe, and more 
reasons to call on God than we 
can ever imagine. 

The Veterans Unit in Freder-
icton is a 47-bed facility man-
aged by River Valley Health 
for Veterans Affairs Canada. It 
provides a high level of  long-
term, special needs and pallia-
tive residential care.

Visitors moved by Sunday service with veterans 
MARGARET LAKING

T O O L S   F O R   L E A R N I N G

Grade fi ve students at the Bishop McAllister primary school, a new 
addition to the Bishop McAllister Anglican Seminary, in Uganda, 
have desks and textbooks thanks to the generosity and efforts of the 
people of Christ Church Cathedral in Fredericton. They dedicated 
their Lenten collections of $2,367.22 and the $1,165 raised at a 
bluegrass gospel concert they held at the Cathedral in May to the 
African school. The Rev. Canon Paul Jefferies, a missionary priest 
from this diocese, has been principal and head master of the school 
for more than a decade.

More tools for learning
The information in the box above is interesting and important, 
but the photos that accompany it don’t send that message. They 
are too small. That’s not because the editor squeezed them in 
at the last minute in the only space available. They are small 
because the digital photos provided are small. 
They were sent by the Rev. Canon Paul Jeffries from his satellite 
cell phone with an unreliable connection. If  we made them any 
larger they would look like this.

St. Luke’s Day at St. Paul’s, Rothesay
With the focus on Mental Health and Spirituality

Saturday, Oct. 17. 9 a.m. – 4 p.m.

Workshop led by 

Dr. Chris Summerville, D.Min, CPRP, 

Chief Executive Offi cer Schizophrenia Society of Canada 

and his associates.

This workshop will be of interest to health professionals, clergy, councilors, 
families and anyone with an interest in spirituality and Mental Health.

Lunch included

Sunday, Oct. 18

The fi fth annual St. Paul’s, Rothesay service honouring 

St. Luke, the Physician

So, we printed the photos so you 
could get a glimpse of  the good 
work done by Cathedral and 
to make a point about digital 
photographs, which are the 
norm these days.

Unlike Canon Jeffries, those 
of  us in North Americe are not  
hobbled by unreliable technol-
ogy. Digital cameras all offer a range of  image quality. It may 
be “large, medium and small” or “good, better, best,” but you 
have a choice.

If  you choose to make “small” or “good” images you will get 
lots and lots of  photos on your card, they will look fi ne on your 
camera and your computer, but they will appear in the paper like 
the photos above, if  they appear at all. If  you choose “large” or 
“best,” the sky is the limit! If  they are well composed and depict 
an important or interesting event, they may even make it to the 
front page.

If  you go by the numbers on your camera, make sure the 
image size is at least four by six inches and the resolution is at 
least 200 dpi.

Remember, size counts!

— ed
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C O L U M N S

Joan Teed is a vocational 
chaplain as well as a social 
worker and counsellor in private 
practice. 

Sometimes the story of  
how God-inspired music 
is created is as impor-

tant as the music itself. So it 
is with two recently released 
projects — Compassionart and 
Glory Revealed II. Both fea-
ture groups of  people coming 
together in a retreat-styled 
experience to make use of  their 
divine gifts to create music, 
with differing purposes.

Each record features a var-
ied group of  artists performing 
songs in various styles. These 
albums are themed only by the 
reason they came together, and 
do not attempt to be stylistical-
ly consistent. Therefore, they 
might be regarded as “sam-
plers” in some ways. From rock 
to pop, rap to southern gospel, 
there is a bit of  everything on 
these records.

Glory Revealed II, released in 
July, is the second offering 

from a project started by Mac 
Powell (lead singer of  Third 
Day) and author/speaker David 

Compassionart and Glory Revealed II benefi ciaries of collaborative writing

Nasser. Its purpose was to write 
songs that come directly form 
the words of  Scripture. The fi rst 
album was quite successful, and 
many of  the artists desired to 
do another one. For this second 
effort, a group of  writers and 
performers gathered in retreat 
at a hunting lodge for fi ve days in 
June of  2008. The days centered 
on community living. Everything 
happened there — communal 
devotionals, cooking, writing, 
singing, and recording. They had 
12 songs written and recorded 
by the end of  the week, quite 
an accomplishment. To listen to 
this disc is to see the great vari-
ety represented by that group. 
While some of  the songs seem a 
bit lacking in musical scope (i.e., 

more might have been done with 
them), they speak of  the process 
in which they were birthed. Over-
all, this is a good disc.

The Compassionart CD is 
part of  a larger effort begun 

by Martin Smith and his wife, 
Anna to do something real to 
combat the poverty and ex-
treme living conditions that ex-
ist for the much of  the world’s 
people. Somehow Martin was 
able to convince record compa-
nies, distributors, publishers, 
writers, managers — everyone 

involved in the music busi-
ness — to forego any fees and 
profi ts, so that 100 per cent of  
the purchase price can be given 
to poverty. 

Compassionart itself  sup-
ports four particular charities, 
and each of  the 12 writers who 
created these songs nominated 
a charity to support. An accom-
panying book also raises funds. 
These 12 writers gathered in 
retreat north of  Glasgow, Scot-
land for a week in January 2008, 
and brought forth 22 songs, 
15 of  which are on this CD. 

Featured is the music of  Chris 
Tomlin, Matt Redman, Steven 
Curtis Chapman, Graham Ken-
drick, the Watato Children’s 
Choir, and more. Once again, 
there are a couple songs that 
seem to suffer because of  the 
rushed process of  creating and 
recording them, but this disc 
seems to be a slightly more 
consistent grouping of  songs; 
there is a more thorough style 
of  music throughout than on 
Glory Revealed II.

Participants in both projects 
are to be commended for the 
intentions that came before 
the music. God must have been 
pleased with what took place 
in the hearts of  the organizers 
because some wonderful music 
was created. It is bound to be 
a part of  the church for some 
time.

The Rev. Chris Hayes is a musi-
cian and the rector of  the Parish 
of  Richmond.

Canadian Anglican Sunday School Teachers Enter Strategic 
Partnership, Coast to Coast to Coast !

Coline Bettson, a clergy wife and Sunday school teacher 
from the Diocese of  Brandon is looking for advice and com-
panionship. In the absence of  an on-line support group for 
Anglican Sunday school teachers, she’s invented one.

“Our geographic isolation is over!” says Coline. “Whether 
we teach in a cathedral in a large city, or in a remote rural 
parish, we could all benefi t from support and inspiration 
from virtual colleagues. We could share our faith, resources, 
ideas, lesson plans, family involvement strategies, craft ac-
tivities, joys, frustrations and funny stories. We could share 
the whole experience of  teaching Sunday school with like-
minded people.”

Her goal is to create a subscriber base of  all interested 
Canadian Anglican teachers and form a Google group.

“We will introduce ourselves, describe our classes, par-
ishes and methodologies and from then on, communication is 
as simple as checking e-mail and responding when and if  we 
can.”

For example, Frances needs help designing a fl exible les-
son for her group’s wide age range. She can ask for advice 
and receive it quickly from experienced teachers across the 
country. Or perhaps Sushila has dozens of  extra markers. 
She posts this information on the Canadian Anglican Sunday 
School Teachers group list and teachers in need of  markers 
respond. Bingo, the markers are in the mail.

“A teacher dealing with a family is in crisis can explain 
the situation, without using names, and other teachers can 
respond with advice. I believe the Canadian Anglican Sunday 
School Teachers group is going to be a solid tool to connect 
us in faith for fun and practical ministry.”

To become a part of  this group contact Coline Bettson at
134 6 Ave. N.E., 
Dauphin, MB R7N 0W6
coline3bettson@gmail.com

Christian educators encouraged 
to join on-line resource team

Now that both my parents 
are deceased, I am the 
senior generation in my 

family. So, what does it mean to 
be the matriarch or patriarch? 

For one thing, I must now 
process the idea that my 
mortality is next in line, if  it 
follows the generations.) Sadly, 
this is not always the case.) My 
guide in this will be my father, 
since he developed a very 
healthy acceptance and peace 
with his expected passing. He 
is a wonderful example of  the 
fi nal developmental life stage 
that Eric Erikson called “integ-
rity.” Erikson was the leading 
developmental psychologist of  
his time and is a great example 
himself  of  overcoming life’s 
distresses and hurts.

Before retirement we are in 
a stage called “generativity,” 
a productive stage the time of  
life populated by lots of  worka-
holics. At this time in our life 
our claims of  personal identity 
are often through what we do, 
rather than who we are. It’s the 
“doing” that matters, instead of  
the “being.”

My Dad had a very produc-
tive life by anyone’s standards. 
He was Dean of  the Dalhousie 
Medical School during 20 years 
of  high growth; then vice-presi-
dent of  Health Sciences and a 
world leader in medical educa-
tion and health care. He re-
searched epidemiology (public 
health), authored 400 research 
papers, and assisted Sir Freder-
ick Banting (after the discovery 
of  insulin) in wartime research 
on the aviation (altitude) sick-
ness that was killing our pilots. 

Their efforts produced and 
tested pressurized fl ight suits. 
For all this, my Dad was heaped 
with provincial and national 
honours. 

As age overtook his heart, 
he entered the refl ective, 
making-sense-of-it-all, stage 
of  life. Sometimes he seemed 
depressed. He asked me once 
if  I thought he done the right 
thing in taking the job of  dean, 
or if  I thought he should have 
stayed full time in research. 
Coming from someone with 
such enviable credentials, his 
question astonished me. Those 
of  us who don’t take things at 
face value and insist on digging 
deep, refl ection is not easy.

During his career he was 
also asked to become president 
of  Dalhousie University, a posi-
tion he declined because his 
passion was medicine. The next 
president, however, felt in-
timidated by my Dad. He was a 
politician, not an academic, and 
always on the lookout for ulte-
rior motives and plots. When 
Dad bailed out the university 
with money in the medicine 
budget, the president wanted to 
know what the game was. What 
did my Dad want? 

The answer to that question 
was nothing but the success of  
the university, but that didn’t 

satisfy the president, who in-
sisted on a new dean. He found 
out in short order that he could 
not fi nd one for the price the 
university was willing to pay. In 
the meantime, Dad was booted 
upstairs to a vice-president job.

With a life fi lled with ku-
dos and achievement, it was a 
shock to my father to discover 
that bullies and jealousy can 
destroy.   

While I was clearing out my 
parents’ home to sell, I found 
the following A. E. Houseman 
lines in my father’s handwrit-
ing, I think it is probably from 
those years:
Into my heart an air that kills
From you far country blows;
What are those blue remembered 
hills,
What spires, what farms are 
those?
That is the land of  lost content,
I see it shining plain.
The happy highways where I 
went
And cannot go again.

The job of  this stage of  life 
is to work through despair to 
integrity. I saw my Dad grow 
more comfortable being him-
self, rather than an achiever 
great things. His humour and 
personality shone. Instead of  
pride he showed humility at the 
great gifts of  life. His church 
minister said that he had made 
peace with death and had grace 
and calm. It was a great gift to 
those of  us he left behind.

The fi nal developmental 
stage of life … integrity
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I N T E R C E S S I O N S
Change in Chatham 
means opportunity
When I called the Rev. 

Richard Steeves in 
preparation for this 

article he said: “I keep the 
Convening Circular for Syn-
od 2009 on my desk. There’s 
a wealth of  material in the 
reports which I’m able to use 
in sermons, Bible studies be-
fore vestry meetings and in 
a number of  other ways.” It 
was music to my ears as one 
who was heavily involved in 
the preparation of  the Rural 
and/or Struggling Parishes 
report to synod last June.

This archdeaconry, 
in fact, is well on its way 
towards the realization of  
some of  the goals adopted at 
Synod 2009. 

In the Chatham/Mi-
ramichi area a meeting is 
planned for Sept. 26 and 
will include representatives 
from the parishes of  Derby 
and Blackville, Newcastle, 
Nelson, Chatham and Hard-
wicke. It is described as a 
visioning day and will be fa-
cilitated by Peter Irish. The 
idea is to look at ministry in 
the area, including facilities 
and available personnel, and 
to discuss how we are fulfi ll-
ing our diocesan mission 
“To proclaim the Gospel of  
Jesus Christ for the making 
of  disciples,” as well as how 
we might strengthen our 
ministry.

In my last article on this 
archdeaconry, I mentioned 
that a similar meeting was 
planned for the parishes in 
our far north, Restigouche, 
Campbellton and Dalhousie, 
three parishes that already 
share a part-time rector. 
At the beginning of  Lent 
16 people chosen by their 
parishes met with facilitator 
Jim Morell. Following the 
initial evening meeting they 
were all asked to read the 
recently published report 
of  the Rural and/or Strug-
gling Parishes Task Force 
before the following day. By 
the end of  the meeting, the 
three parishes unanimously 
agreed they needed to:
• work together even more 
closely;
• fi nd a way to support a full 
time priest
• have one coordinated 
church community calen-
dar;
• offer support to one anoth-
er in planning, working and 
fellowship;
• seek learning opportunities 
for parish leaders;
• teach, encourage and sup-
port their people to live out 
the Christian faith on a day-
to-day basis;
• and to engage in local mis-
sion. 

The eventual aim might 
well be the formation of  one 
parish with three points. 

A planning and coordi-
nating team included the 

meeting’s conclusions in a 
report called “A Strategy to 
Grow Christ’s Family.” It was 
presented at a shared worship 
service (the only service held 
that day in all three parishes) 
in late March. 

Questions were answered 
and no objections were voiced. 
The planning group went on 
to present the report to the 
bishop and continues to meet 
regularly to work towards 
their identifi ed goals.

Parishes in the Archdea-
conry of  Chatham are looking 
for new models of  ministry 
for several reasons, including 
the imminent retirement of  
four of  our six priests. They 
are either very close to, and 
in some cases past, the usual 
retirement age so changes 
are inevitable within the next 
two or three years. But with 
change comes opportunity. 

In the meantime, our par-
ishes remain active. There 

were lobster suppers, straw-
berry festivals and other social 
events to celebrate the joy of  
spring and summer after a 
long hard winter. Most par-
ishes also held Vacation Bible 
Schools during which some 175 
children in our archdeaconry 
had a week of  fun and Chris-
tian teaching. 

On Sept. 30, the day after 
the Feast of  St. Michael and 
All Angels, the patron saint 
of  police offi cers, the Parish 
of  Derby and Blackville will 
honour and thank God for the 
work of  the police, fi refi ghters 
and paramedical teams with 
a Blue Mass. The Lieutenant 
Governor will be in atten-
dance. 

All in all, this archdeaconry 
continues in faithful service 
as it looks toward the chal-
lenges and opportunities of  
the future. We are truly living 
out the words of  the logo for 
Synod, 2009 — Celebrating 
God’s Grace and Responding to 
God’s Challenge.

 

September 
¶ 9: Parish of  Wicklow, Wilm-
ott, Peel & Aberdeen, the Rev. 
Douglas Painter. The Rev. 
George Trentowsky (retired). 
¶ 10: Parish of  Woodstock, the 
Ven. Walter Williams. Diocese 
of  Ho, the Rev. Fr. Charles 
Anum Tetteh, priest-in-charge, 
Worawora Deanery.  
¶ 11: Parish of  Andover, the 
Rev. Bonnie LeBlanc, priest-in-
charge. 
¶ 12: Parish of  Bathurst, the 
Rev. Roderick Black.  
¶ 13: Southern Highlands 
- (Tanzania) The Rt. Rev. John 
Mwela. Archbishop Fred Hiltz, 
Primate, Anglican Church of  
Canada. Diocese of  Ho, Cathe-
dral Deanery, the Very Rev. Si-
mon K. Abler, Dean of  Ho,  the 
Rt. Rev. Matthias Medadues-Ba-
dohu. Diocese of  Yukon, clergy 
on leave: the Rev. Martin Car-
roll, Ruth Carroll & family, the 
Rev. Mary Battaja, Lino Battaja 
& family, Archbishop Terry 
Buckle, Blanche and family. 
Claude, our Bishop, William, 
George and Harold, retired 
bishops, and their families.  
¶ 14: Parish of  Bright, (open 
incumbency) the Rev. Canon 
John Sharpe, interim priest-in-
charge, the Rev. Deacon Debra 
Edmondson. The Rev. Donald 
Trivett (retired). 
¶ 15: Parish of  Cambridge & 
Waterborough, the Rev. Valerie 
Hunt & the Rev. Karman Hunt, 
priests-in-charge. Diocese of  
Ho, Justice Richardson Komla 
Macarphuy, Seminarian. 
¶ 16: Parish of  Campbellton, 
the Rev. Arnold Godsoe. Mr. 
WIlliam (Bill) Turney, chair, 
Diocesan Communications 
Committee. 
¶ 17: Parish of  Campobello 
(open incumbency), the Rev. 
Brenda McKnight, interim 
priest-in-charge. Diocese of  Ho, 
Bro. Clemence Ahun, diocesan 
catechist.   
¶ 18: Parish of  Canterbury, 
(open incumbency). 
¶ 19: Parish of  Carleton, the 
Rev. Canon Howard Anningson. 
¶ 20: Southwark - (Canterbury, 
England) The Rt. Rev. Thomas 
Frederick Butler, South-
wark – Croydon. The Rt. Rev. 
Nicholas Baines, Southwark 
- Kingston-upon-Thames. The 
Rt Rev. Richard Ian Cheetham, 
Southwark – Woolwich. The Rt. 
Rev. Christopher Thomas Ches-
sun. Archbishop Fred Hiltz, 
Primate, Anglican Church of  
Canada. Diocese of  Ho, Kpando 
Deanery, the Rev. Canon Joseph 
K. Bentum, Rural Dean, the Rt. 
Rev. Matthias Medadues-Ba-
dohu. Diocese of  Yukon, Haines 
Junction - St. Christopher’s, 
Beaver Creek - St. Columba, 
Alaska Highway mile 918-1202, 
the Most Rev. Terry Buckle and 
the Ministry Team, Archbishop 
Terry Buckle, Blanche and fam-
ily. Claude, our bishop, William, 
George and Harold, retired 
bishops, and their families. 
¶ 21: Parish of  Central Kings, 

(open incumbency). Ana Watts, 
editor, New Brunswick Angli-
can.  
¶ 22: Parish of  Chatham, the 
Rev. Gordon Thompson. Dio-
cese of  Ho, Sr. Joyce Agbefu, 
diocesan catechist. 
¶ 23: Christ Church Cathedral, 
the Very Rev. Keith Joyce; 
Isabel Cutler, parish nurse; the 
Ven. Geoffrey Hall, honorary 
assistant. The Rev. Dr. R. Lee 
Whitney (retired).
¶ 24: Parish of  Coldbrook & 
St. Mary’s, the Rev. Gregory 
McMullin. Diocese of  Ho, Br. 
Felix Atta Boakye (in training), 
diocesan catechist. 
¶ 25: Parish of  Dalhousie, the 
Rev. Arnold Godsoe, priest-in-
charge. 
¶ 26: Parishes of  Denmark and 
Grand Falls, the Rev. Robert 
LeBlanc, priest-in-charge. 
¶ 27: St Andrew’s Dunkeld & 
Dunblane - (Scotland) The Rt. 
Rev. David Robert Chilling-
worth. Archbishop Fred Hiltz, 
Primate, Anglican Church of  
Canada. Diocese of  Ho, Agbo-
zune Deanery, the Rev. Canon 
George D. Asiamah, Rural 
Dean, the Rt. Rev, Matthias 
Medadues-Badohu. Diocese of  
Yukon, Whitehorse - Church of  
the Northern Apostles, the Ven. 
Dr. Sean Murphy (Archdeacon 
of  Liard), the Rev. Deacon 
Sarah Usher, Len Usher & fam-
ily, Archbishop Terry Buckle, 
Blanche and family. Claude, our 
bishop, William, George and 
Harold, retired bishops, and 
their families.   
¶ 28: Parish of  Derby & Black-
ville, the Rev. Douglas Barrett. 
Church Army, Capt. Rob Marsh, 
Capt. Janet Edwards, staff  of  
Taylor College. 
¶ 29: Parish of  Dorchester 
& Sackville, the Rev. Kevin 
Stockall. Diocese of  Ho, Mrs. 
Christiana Asamoah, parochial 
catechist.  
¶ 30: Parish of  Douglas & 
Nashwaaksis, the Rev. Canon 
William MacMullin. The Rev. 
Canon George Akerley (retired).

October 
¶ 1: Parish of  East Saint John, 
the Rev. Canon Edward Cole-
man, priest-in-charge. Diocese 
of  Ho, Mr William Agbalenyo, 
parochial catechist.   
¶ 2: Parish of  Fredericton, the 
Rev. Anthony Arza-Kwaw; the 
Rev. Paul Ranson, assistant 
curate; the Rev. Deacon Joyce 
Perry. 
3: Parish of  Fredericton Junc-
tion, (open incumbency), the 
Rt. Rev. George Lemmon, 
interim. 
¶ 4: Swansea & Brecon - (Wales) 
the Rt. Rev. John Davies. Arch-
bishop Fred Hiltz, Primate, 
Anglican Church of  Canada. 
Council of  the North, Diocese 
of  Athabasca, the Most Rev, 
John Clarke and synod offi ce 
staff. Diocese of  Ho, Worawora 
Deanery, the Rev. Charels A. 
Tetteh, priest-in-charge, the Rt. 
Rev. Matthias Medadues-Ba-
dohu. Diocese of  Yukon, Mayo 

- St. Mary with St. Mark, the 
Rev. Susan Titterington and the 
Lay Ministry Team, Archbishop 
Terry Buckle, Blanche and fam-
ily. Claude, our bishop, William, 
George and Harold, retired 
bishops, and their families.    
¶ 5: Parish of  Gagetown, the 
Rev. Valerie Hunt & the Rev. 
Karman Hunt, priests-in-
Charge. The Rev. Canon Albert 
Snelgrove, interim chaplain, 
Rothesay Netherwood School.
¶ 6: Parish of  Gondola Point, 
the Rev. George Eves. Diocese 
of  Ho, Mr. Hope Fiebor, paro-
chial catechist.  
¶ 7: Parish of  Grand Manan, 
the Rev. Dana Dean. The Ven. 
Stuart Allan (retired).     
¶ 8: Parish of  Hammond River, 
the Rev. Peter Gillies. Diocese 
of  Ho, Mr. Joseph Dzanka, paro-
chial catechist.  
¶ 9: Parish of  Hampton, the Rev. 
Leo Martin.
¶ 10: Parish of  Hardwicke, the 
Rev. Richard Steeves, priest-in-
charge. 
¶ 11: Tanga - (Tanzania) the Rt. 
Rev. Phillip D Baji. Archbishop 
Fred Hiltz, Primate, Anglican 
Church of  Canada. Diocese 
of  Ho, Cathedral Deanery, the 
Very Rev. Simon K. Abler, Dean 
of  Ho, the Rt. Rev. Matthias 
Medadues-Badohu. Diocese 
of  Yukon, Pelly Crossing - St. 
James the Lord’s Brother, Betty 
Joe, licensed lay minister, Arch-
bishop Terry Buckle, Blanche 
and family. Claude, our bishop, 
William, George and Harold, 
retired bishops, and their 
families. 
¶ 12: Parish of  Kent, open 
incumbency. The Rev. Jane 
Arnott (retired).  
¶ 13: Parish of  Kingston, (open 
incumbency). Diocese of  Ho, 
Mr. Gabriel Agbodo, parochial 
catechist.  
¶ 14: Parish of  Lakewood, the 
Rev. Ellen Curtis.  
¶ 15: Parish of  Lancaster, the 
Rev. Chris McMullen. Diocese 
of  Ho, Mr. Aloysius Genya, 
parochial catechist.  
¶ 16: Parish of  Ludlow & Bliss-
fi eld, the Rev. Andrew Fraser. 
17: Parish of  McAdam, the Rev. 
Kevin Cross.  
¶ 18: The Gulf  - (Pakistan) The 
R.t Rev. Azad Marshall. Arch-
bishop Fred Hiltz, Primate, 
Anglican Church of  Canada. 
Diocese of  Ho, Kpando Dean-
ery, the Rev. Canon Joseph K. 
Bentum, Rural Dean, the Rt. 
Rev. Matthias Medadues-Bado-
hu. Diocese of  Yukon, Dawson 
City - St. Paul’s, Moosehide - St. 
Barnabas, the Klondike Creeks, 
the Dempster Highway, the Rev. 
Dr Lee Titterington, the Rev. 
Deacon Percy Henry, the Ven. 
Ken Snider, honorary assistant, 
and Aldene Snider, Mabel Hen-
ry, Shirley Pennell, and Betty 
Davidson, licensed lay minis-
ters, Archbishop Terry Buckle, 
Blanche and family. Claude, our 
bishop, William, George and 
Harold, retired bishops, and 
their families.

http://anglican.nb.ca
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The Ven. Patricia Drummond 
is Archdeacon of  Chatham and 
rector of  the Parish of  New 
Bandon. She retires from her 
parish ministry in October but 
will remain archdeacon.
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Y O U T H

Find youth news and 
events on-line at 

www.nbay.ca

Working with young 
people and youth 
ministers I hear a lot 

about how people like Jesus 
but not the church. Which is 
true, and which I understand 
all too well. But there is a 
problem. If  the church is, as 
the biblical metaphors name 
it, the body of  Christ, I won-
der how we can really want 
Jesus but not his body. 

Now, I could be diverted 
into a discussion about the 
gap between what the bibli-
cal writers envisioned as 
the body of  Christ and the 
institution we call the church 
but, as important as that 
question is, I’ll leave it for 
another time. What the bibli-
cal writers – and I would say 
even Jesus himself  – did not 
envision were ‘disembodied 
disciples’ people wanting to 
follow Jesus all on their own, 
apart from the community 
of  believers. In fact, some of  
them were pretty pointed in 

All in Our Power?  
[part 2]

Originally published in   
goodidea, 

Wycliffe Institute 
of  Evangelism

09-12-08
reprinted with permission

saying that such a thing could 
not be.

What I too often fi nd in my 
work is something that re-
sembles the bloody aftermath 
of  a battle with body parts 
scattered around, cut off  from 
any meaningful connection 
to the body of  Christ. Other 
times it looks like some sort 
of  bizarre science experiment 
gone bad, where we try to 
grow limbs and organs apart 
from a body.

When Paul wrote to 
the Christians at Corinth 
— people who appear to have 
been anything but a model 
of  togetherness — he said 
that entering into relation-
ship with Jesus meant being 
baptised by the Spirit into 
the body of  Christ. To be “in 
Christ” is to be part of  the 
baptismal community, and 
it is within this context that 
ministries — including youth 
ministries — arise. 

The Parish of  Upham rectory 
looks a little like a farm house 
this year, with crops growing 
in the fi elds around it. These 
crops (mostly squash) consti-
tute the parish’s 2009 Grow-
ing Project that began with 
the collection and blessing 
of  seeds during the Rogation 
Sunday service on May 15. 

Parishioners young and old 
plowed, fertilized and tilled 
the garden. On June 9 it was 
mostly young people from the 
parish who planted the rows.

“We decided to call it our 
‘surprise garden’ says the Rev. 
Marian Lucas-Jeffries, rector 
of  the parish. “We will only be 
certain what was planted and 
where when the plants grow 
big enough to identify.”  

When the planting was 
done and squash plants had 
been given to all the parishio-
ners to take home, the Parish 
of  Upham farm family shared 
a barbecue followed by a 
game of  hide-and-go-seek in 
the hayfi eld.

The entire day focused on 
food and the importance of  
ensuring people all over the 
world have enough to eat. In 
her homily during the morn-
ing service, Ms. Lucas-Jef-
fries reported on the recent 

annual meeting of  the Cana-
dian Foodgrains Bank (CFB) 
<http://www.foodgrainsbank.
ca/>, an organization now fa-
miliar to New Brunswick An-
glicans because of  its partner-
ship with the Primate’s World 
Relief  and Development 
Fund (PWRDF)(www.pwrdf.
org> and the Art of  Sharing 
< http://anglican.nb.ca/fp_ar-
chives/090428/art_of_sharing.
html> fund-raising project 
that concluded at Synod 2009.

The purchase price of  the 
Dale Cook painting, inspired 
by Ms. Lucas-Jefferies’ photo 
of  farmers in Ethopia, was 
donated to the CFB because 
the Canadian International 
Development Agency (CIDA) 
matches every dollar donated 
with four more. With those 
matching funds, the Parish 
of  Upham was able to ensure 
thousands of  dollars of  food 
aid helped hungry people in 
developing countries.

The Parish of  Upham has 
urban church partners within 
100 miles of  their church 
prepared to buy their squash 
in the fall, either to sell to pa-
rishioners or to use in harvest 
suppers. 

More customers are 
welcome, though, just call 

506/832-7106 or e-mail <mari-
jeff@nbnet.nb.ca>. The 100 
mile designation is in respect 
of  the Hundred Mile Diet 
— Eating Locally for Global 
Change.

When we gather to cel-
ebrate the baptismal myster-
ies, we make promises to do 
everything in our power to 
support the baptised in their 
life in Christ. I have recited 
these promises countless 
times, but quite honestly most 
of  the time I’m just saying 
words. Within a very short 
time, I’ve totally forgotten 
who “these persons” were and 
do nothing to support them in 
their life in Christ. I get busy, 
and life goes on. 

I don’t think I am alone in 
this. 

Perhaps one of  the reasons 
why we hear that young 

people like Jesus but not the 
church is that they don’t 
sense this involvement in 
their lives. It seems that often 
there is a disconnect here: 
they don’t feel involved in the 
community; the community 
doesn’t get much involved in 
their lives. On the one hand, 
their spiritual formation is of-
ten limited to Sunday school, 
confi rmation preparation and 
maybe, if  they are lucky, a 
youth worker. The experience 
of  church and adult spiritual-
ity can seem distant, dull and 
disjointed from their lives. On 

the other hand, many adults 
see the lives of  young people 
as mysterious, exclusive and 
uninteresting. In this kind of  
situation, it’s no surprise that 
youth ministry can become 
something either tagged on 
to, or else practically divorced 
from, the life of  a parish. The 
context for relationship gets 
truncated.

In contrast the two grade 
12 friends who readily agreed 
to accompany  me to a re-
treat (see May issue) had a 
great time and bonded with 
some older Christian guys 
with whom they would likely 
never have connected other-
wise. Such connections are 
essential for young men and 
women growing into adult 
Christians. They’re also vital 
for the congregation to be 
able to recognise, receive and 
benefi t from the gifts that 
young people bring. 

Sometimes young people 
really do want to go where ev-
erybody knows their names. 
Maybe it’s a good idea to get 
to know some of  those to 
whom we promise before God 
to support and uphold in their 
lives in Christ. 

Essentially isn’t that a 
promise to evangelize: pro-

claiming the good news, 
teaching and making dis-
ciples? 

Doing all in our power 
sometimes has to be more 
than welcome signs out front 
or printed invitations in bul-
letins. Sometimes we need to 
become the signs and invita-
tions — living signs and living 
invitations into the baptismal 
community. 

 
In addition to serving as di-
ocesan Youth Action Director 
and ministering on the UNB 
(Fredericton) and STU cam-
puses, the Rev. Canon George 
M. Porter, D.Phil. is also an 
Associate with the Wycliffe In-
stitute of  Evangelism (Wycliffe 
College at the University of  
Toronto), teaching and facili-
tating workshops in the area 
of  youth ministry.
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Upham garden focuses on food sharing 

CFB facts for 2009
http://www.foodgrainsbank.ca/

• Undertook a total of 98 projects.

• Income for 08/09 was $47 million (up from $24,6 million in 07/08).

• Budget for 09/10 is $32-35 million.

• 39,733 tons of food and seed donated.

• Funds from CIDA — $25 million .

• 83 per cent of its food aid goes to Africa

Upcoming Food Study Tours: 

• Youth to Guatemala Feb 7-20

I’m Curious, George …

Is it possible to love Jesus but not his  body?

Young people above, at work 
planting the Parish of Upham 
“Surprise Garden,” learned a 
lot about food security around 
the world and the importance of 
eating locally for global change. 
They will sell squash in the fall to 
support food aid.


