
John 20:24-31 - “What’s the Point?”

Opener: What’s the most convincing argument for faith in Jesus that you’ve ever heard or used?!!
For me, the most convincing argument for who Jesus is comes from C.S. Lewis in Mere 
Christianity - was Jesus Liar, Lunatic or Lord? You’ve probably heard it before so I’ll spare the 
details but at the crux of it is the fact that the disciples were willing to die for their faith - that’s 
how convinced they were.!
John sets out a similar argument in the closing chapters of his gospel. It’s based around the 
resurrection. It would seem the question of John’s readers wasn’t “did someone steal the body” 
but “people DID see Jesus after the cross but how?” Did Jesus not really die? Or did he die but 
appeared as a ghost or apparition of some kind? And if Jesus really was dead and then he 
really was alive, he really must have been resurrected from the dead!!!
Q. What proof does John provide that Jesus really did die?!!
Read John 20:24-29!!
Q. What proof here and elsewhere do the apostles provide of a physical resurrection?!!
As time passes we can question the original authors and the scribes who copied the writings but 
don’t forget that John is writing to an audience that would be aware of many of these things (the 
resurrection theories, the testimony of the apostles, etc) not forgetting that the apostolic fathers 
(other first and second century Christian writers) tell similar stories which are ratified by 
historians such as Josephus and Eusebius. The evidence is overwhelming!!!
Q. Potentially then there’s more evidence NOW for the resurrection than there was for Thomas. 
Does that excuse Thomas’ statement of “unless I touch him with my own hands I will never 
believe”? Have you ever wished you could be in Thomas’ sandals despite being tagged for 
eternity as “the doubter” (but remember John 11:16)?!!
Q. Is it safe to say that if there was empirical evidence that Jesus died and rose to life we would 
have the same reaction as Thomas, “My Lord and my God”?!!
Read John 20:30-31!!
Q. What’s the point of John’s gospel?!!
If you answered anything other than, “so that believers might have life in his name” (or similar) 
you need to reevaluate your doctrine of evangelism! John’s not saying, “I’m right, you’re wrong.” 
He’s gathering evidence to show who Jesus is because he cares so much about his readers.!!
Q. Let’s recap: There are seven “signs” that Jesus performed and seven “I AM” sayings. How 
many can you remember?!!
Q. What other evidence has John provided of who Jesus is? !!
Jesus never says, “I AM the Son of God” or “I AM the King of the Jews” but others call him these 
things.!
Final: Why doesn’t Jesus call himself these things? Would that have made things easier? Does 
it describe who Jesus really is?


