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Church family,
On Monday, the Ontario Provincial Government lifted restrictions on houses of worship province wide, allowing
us to resume services at 30% of our building capacity. Since this announcement, the elders and deacons have
been diligently working to ensure our doors are open responsibly on Sunday. We are excited that God has given
us this opportunity; yet we also want you to know that in our excitement, we have not lost sight of our
responsibility to ensure that we are in complete compliance with all health and safety regulations. We are
providing services this Sunday because we are prepared to do so well.
Before we talk about what things will be like for those who join us Sunday, we want to recognize that some of you
are not quite ready or able to participate in a service yet. That is okay! Wait to join us until you are ready. We will
not forget about you or stop ministering to you. It is vital during this tumultuous season that everyone extend
grace to one another in love and consider the needs of those around us to be more important than our comfort or
preferences. If we do this well, God will be glorified, His people edified, and the gospel beautifully displayed in our
community.
With the guidelines given to us, we will begin reassembling for our 10:30 Sunday morning service and Wednesday
night prayer meeting. Our sanctuary capacity allows for 138 people to be in our main auditorium. We are also
setting up our fellowship hall as an overflow room. We are confident that this will provide more than enough
seating for everyone who wishes to attend services. Unfortunately, we are not able to provide Sunday School,
Sunday PM service, nursery, children’s church, mission band, or any mid-week ministries right now. We look
forward to the day when those ministries resume, but for now we are only implementing these two services.
We realize that this presents special challenges our families with young children. We will do everything we can to
foster an environment conducive to them. We will have children’s bulletin’s available and will work to make it as
engaging for our children as possible. Parents, we are going to need your help to ensure that your kids are
attempting to follow the social distancing regulations and engaging in the service. If you have suggestions of how
we can better engage your kids, please contact any of the elders. And parents please remember, the sound of
your kids in the service is a reminder of God’s blessing to our church family. We want them to be a part of us!
As already mentioned, we know that not everyone will be comfortable jumping back into church services right
now. We understand and will continue to love and support you during this season. Yet how we do so will have to
change. Although our pastoral staff will no longer be able to pre-record the services and upload them Saturday
night, we will record our Sunday service and post it online as early in the afternoon as possible. We understand
that this is not as convenient as what we have been doing, and we realize that the quality will not be as good as
present recordings. But we will do everything in our power to provide as high quality of videos as quickly as
possible as our equipment, knowledge, and manpower allows. We will also continue providing junior church
videos until we are able to re-implement some of our children’s ministries.
Finally, for those who are comfortable attending services, please realize that establishing an environment where
everyone feels safe really depends on you. Scripture says let each of you regard one another as more important
than himself (Phil. 2:3). If each of us will gather, not with the perspective of functioning with how we are
personally comfortable, but with the attitude of making those around us comfortable, it will be simple to maintain
an environment where everyone feels safe.
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The elders and deacons are confident that you will cooperate with whatever safety regulations are required. We
want to re-iterate that we will comply with all protocols required by the Ontario provincial government because
1) it ensures that we have a safe environment, and 2) it is a testimony to the world that we are as concerned
about the needs of those around us as ever and are still doing our part to limit the spread of COVID-19. With that
in mind, here are a few ways you can help us achieve this goal:
1. We must follow the 30% of capacity regulations, so please be prepared to take a turn in the overflow
room. This is a way to show preference for others while ensuring that regulations are followed.
2. It is important that we maintain appropriate physical distancing between family units. In your excitement
to be together, please keep this essential standard in mind. Again, parents, we are going to need your
help making this happen with your kids.
3. We encourage you to continue giving online if you can. For those unable to do so, we will have a box
available in the back of the sanctuary for you to deposit your offering in.
4. Unless the overflow room is in use, we are asking that people stay in the sanctuary and foyer area. If you
need to use the washroom, please use the single use one in the foyer. For those in the overflow room,
please use the single use washroom down by the kitchen. For now, we are not opening our multi-use
washrooms.
5. The Sunday School wing is closed, including access to the church mailboxes. All communication will
remain electronic for now.
6. Please enter the building from the main parking lot. The Wellington Street and Albert Street entrances will
be closed, allowing us to direct the flow of foot traffic better and limit the amount of cleaning we must do
to keep our building safe.
In addition to these basic requirements, we will have hand sanitizer available and will carefully clean the building
after all services to ensure it remains as safe as possible.
Last but most certainly not least, we anticipate facilitating both a baptism and communion on June 21st. This
allows us to experience a service under these regulations before we attempt this, and it gives us some extra time
to figure out how to this well. But Lord willing, we will observe both ordinances on the 21st.
We rejoice that God has opened the door for us to begin assembling again. We want to be good stewards of this
opportunity. Doing so requires all of us to be willing to do our part. We know you will rise to the occasion for the
glory of our great God.
Sincerely,

The elders and deacons
If therefore there is any encouragement in Christ, if there is any consolation of love, if there is any fellowship of the
Spirit, if any affection and compassion, make my joy complete by being of the same mind, maintaining the same
love, united in spirit, intent on one purpose. Do nothing from selfishness or empty conceit, but with humility of
mind let each of you regard one another as more important than himself; do not merely look out for your own
personal interests, but also for the interests of others. Philippians 2:1-4

