


Every Kingdom 
has a King



Jesus Christ
Christ - christos
“the anointed 
one/king”



Kingdom of God 

Everyone and everything 
that submits to the rule and reign of 

King Jesus.
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Emperor 
of Rome - 
"son of god" 
"lord" 
"the divine one" 
"the august one"



“Allegiance to Caesar was demanded and expected. 
Cities or nations that wavered in their allegiance 

would soon find themselves on the ground with the 
inescapable boot of Rome pressing down hard 

against their windpipe. Every knee would bow either 
willingly and appreciatively or at the business end of 

a sword. There was one thing that was clear in the 
world of the Roman Empire: Caesar was lord. To 
question that was to put your life in great peril.”

Michael Burns -
Escaping the Beast  



“No one can serve two masters. 
Either you will hate the one and love 
the other, or you will be devoted to 
the one and despise the other. You 
cannot serve both God and money.”

Matthew 6:24



“If you declare with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and 
believe in your heart that God raised him from the 

dead, you will be saved. For it is with your heart that 
you believe and are justified, and it is with your 

mouth that you profess your faith and are saved. As 
Scripture says, “Anyone who believes in him will 

never be put to shame.” For there is no difference 
between Jew and Gentile—the same Lord is Lord of 

all and richly blesses all who call on him.”

Romans 10:9-13
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Proclaiming 
“Jesus is Lord” was a 
death sentence. 
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Kingdom is a
true alternative 
to “Caesar is lord”.



Jesus called his twelve disciples to him … 
These are the names of the twelve apostles: 

first, Simon (who is called Peter) and his 
brother Andrew; James son of Zebedee, and 

his brother John; Philip and Bartholomew; 
Thomas and Matthew the tax collector; James 

son of Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus; Simon the 
Zealot and Judas Iscariot, who betrayed him.

Matthew 10:1-4



Tax collectors 
and zealots were 
mortal enemies.



"Matthew notes that Simon was a Zealot and Matthew a 
tax collector, not to demonstrate that these two political 
enemies were able to set aside their differences and still 

follow Jesus. He includes those labels to display what 
they had given up to follow Jesus. He wanted to show 

that people of vastly different backgrounds were laying 
down their previous identities and making Jesus their 
King. They did not have two masters. They had one... 

When they followed Jesus, they were tax collector and 
Zealot no more. They were disciples of the King."

Michael Burns -
Escaping the Beast  



Kingdom is a 
true alternative 
to Rome and Israel.



● Who do you trust to take care of your family 
more?

● What makes you more happy- seeing your party 
gain presidency or knowing King Jesus sits on the 
throne?

● What angers, or breaks your heart more - when 
you see your party lose a debate or lose on a law, 
or when you see God's Kingdom not being lived 
out?

Kingdom and Politics



Over the next several months 
our nation is going to 
split over the election…

 ...will we stay united in the 
Kingdom of God?

Kingdom and Politics



Kingdom is a 
true alternative 
to being a 
democrat or republican.



1. Pray through your loyalties in this world. Write out why 
you trust Jesus more than them. Why did you first make 
that good confession that “Jesus is Lord”?

2. Read a book on Kingdom

3. Pray for both party leaders (1 Tim 2:1, Matt 5:43-44)
4. Social media

a. Pause. Pray. Love first. Lift up King Jesus over your 
opinion. Unite over divide.

b. Consider getting off social media/news for a week. 

Practicals

➢ The Kingdom of God - 
Jones/Brown 

➢ Escaping the Beast - Burns
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What do 
you let have 
control and 
decision making 
power over you?



What part of 
your identity 
rivals your 
allegiance to Christ?



“No one can serve two masters.”
Master -  kyrios: The one to whom you 
belong, that has power over deciding 

and control over. 
Master. Emperor. King. Lord.

Matthew 6:24



“King Nebuchadnezzar, we do not need to 
defend ourselves before you in this matter. If 
we are thrown into the blazing furnace, the 

God we serve is able to deliver us from it, and 
he will deliver us from Your Majesty’s hand. But 
even if he does not, we want you to know, Your 

Majesty, that we will not serve your gods or 
worship the image of gold you have set up.””

Daniel 3:16-18



Would people be able to see your 
Kingdom allegiance or political allegiance 

more on social media?

Kingdom and Politics



Leadership Group Meetings Through Oct 26
8/24 & 8/31 - Task Force Mtgs

Pattern Going Forward:
● 1st wk (9/6 & 10/4)

○ No LG
● 2nd wk (9/13 & 10/11)

○ Leadership Development & Task Force Updates
● 3rd wk (9/20 & 10/18)

○ Task Force Mtgs
● 4th wk (9/27 & 10/25)

○ Single Topic LG Discussion



Proposed Task Forces (non exhaustive)

● Strategy Planning and Succession

● Monthly Single Topic: Priorities & Prep for Discussion

● Elder/Shepherding Leadership Development

● Congregational Communication

● Visitor & New Member Experience


