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A Shawl Maker’s Prayer
copyright 2004 – By Diana Burgess
Dear Lord;

Bless my hands as I knit today.

May each twist of the yarn

guide me to create a pattern of

love and comfort in my work and

remind me of Your ultimate

protection.

Wrap me in Your spirit so that

I will be more caring towards

those in need.

Grant me patience as I create 

this shawl. And bless my

handiwork as it travels to bring

comfort and peace to someone in

need of Your warming embrace.

Amen.

For further information

and to obtain instructions

Please visit:

www.shawlministry.com
SHAWL

BLESSING

      May God’s grace be  

     upon this shawl…   
     warming comforting,
     enfolding and 

     embracing.

     May this mantle be a safe

     haven…a sacred place of 

     security and well-being…

     sustaining and 

     embracing in good times 
     as well as difficult ones.

     May the one who receives
     this shawl be 
     cradled in hope, 

     kept in joy, 
     graced with peace,

     wrapped in love.
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Northwood United Church
“You created every part of me,

knitting me in my

Mother’s womb.

For such handiwork,

I praise you. Awesome this

great wonder!”

Psalm 139:13-14

About the Shawls

In 1998, Janet Bristow and Victoria Galo, two graduates of the 1997 Women’s Leadership Institute at The Hartford Seminary in Hartford, Connecticut gave birth to a ministry as a result if their experience in this program of applied Feminist Spirituality under the direction of Professor Miriam Therese Winter, MMS. 
Care and the love of knitting (and crochet) have been combined into a prayerful ministry that reaches out to those in need of comfort and solace. Many blessings are knitted into every shawl. The knitter begins each shawl with prayers for the recipient. Intentions are continued throughout the creation of the shawl. When the shawl is completed it is offered a final ritual being sent along its way.

As this gift has been sent along, some recipients have continued the kindness by making one themselves and passing it on to someone in need.

Thus, the blessing is rippled from person to person, with both the giver and receiver feeling the unconditional embrace of a sheltering, 

mothering God!  

Besides knit and crochet; the shawls can be woven, sewn, quilted, machine knitted etc.
“Shawls…made for centuries universal and embracing, 

symbolic of an inclusive,

unconditionally loving, God. 
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                         They wrap, enfold,   

                     comfort, cover, give

                      solace, mother, hug,

                        shelter and beautify.

Those who have 

received these shawls

have been uplifted and affirmed,

as if given wings to fly above

their troubles…”

                                     Janet Bristow-1998
                                                      © Copyright 2005

Northwood United Church

8855 156 Street

Surrey BC V3R 4K9

Phone: 604-581-8454

Contact: Lily Karpoff

www.northwood-united.org 
Some uses for the shawl

Comfort and Joy
As a comfort when undergoing medical procedures; after a loss,

or during bereavement or other difficult times…to celebrate a marriage, a birth or adoption, or to express heartfelt thanks and appreciation…

There are endless possibilities!

As Janet Bristow says:

“Sometimes there are no words. 

A prayer shawl wraps someone in a hug that’s the accumulation of thoughts and prayers for them.”

THE SHAWL IS AN OUTWARD AND VISIBLE SIGN OF THE MYSTICAL REALITY OF PRAYER THAT KNITS SOULS TOGETHER IN GOD AND CHRIST. 

[image: image3.wmf]
Shawl Ministry Website:

www.shawlministry.com 
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