
Exegetical Notes for March 2018 

 

Our thanks to the Ven. Noel Wygiera, Archdeacon of Rocky Mountain,  

for writing the Lectionary Notes this month. 

 

March 4, 2018 – Third Sunday in Lent 

 

 

John 2:13-22 - Jesus cleanses the Temple 

 

Thoughts for Reflection: 

 

“What sign can you show us? “ Jesus’ actions have caught people’s attention and have 

made them curious about his identity. What are they looking for by asking for a sign? 

Why might his actions evoke such a question? 

 

Jesus’ response is misunderstood. The people think he is talking about the temple 

which has been being rebuilt for decades, but he is actually talking about the 

resurrection of his body. Can you identify examples of how it is easy to misunderstand 

what God is doing in our lives? Can you think of an example from literature or film that 

illustrates this principle? 

 

As part of our Lenten journey, this passage foreshadows Jesus’ crucifixion and 

resurrection. Why is it important that we consider this at this point in Lent? 

  



March 11, 2018 – Fourth Sunday in Lent 

 

John 3:14-21 - Jesus, the Saviour of the World 

 

Thoughts for Reflection: 

 

Jesus once again foreshadows the crucifixion by drawing a parallel between the story 

we read in Numbers 21 and the events that await him in Jerusalem. What is the 

connection between healing as it is expressed in the Old Testament passage and the 

eternal life that Jesus speaks of in John’s Gospel? What is required of us? 

  

John 3:16 may well be the most well known verse in the New Testament. Although it 

speaks of God’s love for the whole world, does it guarantee that the whole world will be 

saved? How does Jesus figure in what is suggested in verses 16 and 17? 

  

Verses 19 to 21 use images of light and darkness to illustrate Jesus’ role in God’s plan 

of salvation. Can you think of other images that can help people relate to Jesus as the 

one through whom we are saved? 

  



March 18, 2018 – Fifth Sunday in Lent 

 

John 12:20-33 - Gentiles visit Jesus 

 

Thoughts for Reflection: 

 

What is it about the fact that foreigners are inquiring of Jesus that would lead him to say 

that the hour had come for him to be glorified? How might this relate to the passage we 

read last week which included John 3:16? 

  

In foreshadowing the crucifixion in this passage, Jesus likens himself to a grain of wheat 

that dies to bear much fruit. In what ways will Jesus’ death bear fruit? 

  

How does the last verse of this passage relate to the first two? How does it relate to last 

week’s reading which included John 3:16 and 17? Are “the whole world” and “all people” 

the same thing? 

  



March 25, 2018 – Palm/Passion Sunday 

 

Mark 14:1-15:47 - Jesus' Crucifixion 

 

Thoughts for Reflection: 

 

In the Liturgy of Palms and the Liturgy of the Passion, of which many of us will include 

both, we see a stark contrast between the events early in the week, and those that take 

place later in the week. How is Jesus received as a king and how, ultimately, is he 

crowned and enthroned? 

  

The identified prophecies are important for an understanding of what is going on in the 

Palm Sunday Gospel. It may be that geography too is important in understanding the 

movement of Jesus in this lesson. Bethany is to the East of the Temple. Have some fun 

and do a bit of research: Is there significance to Jesus entering the Temple precincts 

from the East? 

  

The Gospels have been described as long introductions to the Passion narrative. Why 

do we read the Passion at this point in the week knowing that we will read it again on 

Good Friday? In what ways is the Passion narrative situated at the core of Christian 

belief and our faith if Jesus Christ? 

 
From The Way: 40 Days of Reflection: 

• for the Procession of the Palms 

• for the Passion of our Lord 

• for those who have services on other days of Holy Week, there's great material in The Way: 40 

Days of Reflection to help prepare sermons or reflections. 


