
Exegetical Notes for May 2019 

Our thanks to the Reverend Brandon Witwer (Assistant Priest - Christ Church, Calgary) 

for writing the Lectionary Notes this month. 

 

 

May 5, 2019 – Easter 3 

 

John 21:1-19 

 

Note that John’s Gospel ends where it begins.  After asking Peter three times “do you 

love me”, Jesus tells him “Follow me” (v. 19).  Look at the story of Jesus’ first followers 

(John 1:35-51).  There Jesus invites them to follow: “Come and see”.  The invitation is 

not just “believe in me”, “think the right things about my identity”, (although that is 

important; see John 20:31), but to “follow me”.  What does it look like to be followers of 

Jesus? 

 

In the second half of this reading we have the threefold questioning of Peter and the 

sending out to “feed my lambs”, “tend my sheep”, “feed my sheep”.  This is a restoration 

of the one who three times denied Christ.  He is given the opportunity to confess his 

love for Christ.  Perhaps this is a model of the way Christ deals with all of us all of the 

time – offering us a chance to be restored, renewed, to return.  And it is Christ who 

initiates this, he doesn’t wait for Peter to take the first step – “Do you love me?”  He 

already knows. 

  

While it may be a dubious claim, some giants in the history of biblical interpretation have 

read the 153 fish in v. 11 to be the number of known species of fish at the time of the 

writing of the Gospel.  The interpretive thrust being that in the mission Jesus sends his 

disciples on (ie. To fish for people) all kinds of people with no exceptions are part of the 

“catch” Jesus intends to bring in.  And so the church is called to follow Christ to the ends 

of the earth and bear witness to the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus so that all may 

believe, and through believing have life in Christ’s name. 

  



May 12, 2019 – Easter 4 

 

John 10:22-30 

 

This first point is just for you, for your own prayer and reflection.  What does Jesus’ 

voice sound like?  Or if I were to ask it another way, where in your body do you 

experience God?  In your gut, in your feet or hands, in your skin?  What is the language 

of love that God speaks to you in? 

 

The lectionary cuts us off mid-story, but after Jesus makes the claim (which is evident 

from his works; v. 25) that he and the Father are one (v. 30), his opponents pick up 

stones and intend to kill him for blasphemy.  Some people claim that Jesus did not ever 

say he was God and the notion was invented by the church.  But the reaction of his 

opponents suggests that he presented his divine identity “plainly” enough. 

  

It is important to be careful with our language in order to properly love and respect 

people.  In John’s Gospel there are many references (mostly negative) to “the Jews”.  

While I cannot speak to the original intent, this has been used at different times and 

places in the history of the church to promote anti-Semitism.  This is not ok.  “The Jews” 

gathered around Jesus were not a whole people group, but the Temple-folk – religious 

authorities.  Please be aware of this as you preach John’s Gospel and especially those 

parts where Jesus is in conflict with the religious leaders, called “the Jews” by the 

author.  Translation note: a new, literal translation by David Bentley Hart translates this 

(probably more accurately) as “the Judeans”. 

  

It is Easter – the season in which we celebrate resurrection, and Jesus’ power to 

conquer ‘the last enemy’ – death.  Here Jesus makes the promise of eternal life for 

those who follow him.  While we do not practice a faith that is all about the hereafter, we 

do have good news to proclaim of hope for life beyond this fragile, ash to ash, dust to 

dust life we live.  Without being escapist (for the Incarnation does not allow us to ignore 

the physical time-and-space world we live in), how can you proclaim this great 

resurrection mystery? 

  



May 19, 2019 – Easter 5 

 

Revelation 21:1-6     

 

For the most part, Revelation is a difficult book to read and must be handled with care.  I 

fear that because of this we may tend to avoid it.  But this passage is perhaps less 

intimidating than some of the more densely symbolic bits.  This is a popular reading at 

funerals and for good reason.  It speaks of hope, purpose, a sense that God is moving 

this whole story of creation and redemption towards a good end.  It is worth 

remembering the big, overarching story of God’s relationship with creation as we seek 

to preach the good news found here. 

• In the beginning God creates a world that God declares good, and in so doing 

brings order out of chaos (note: Gen. 1 the Spirit hovers over the chaotic waters 

at creation. In Rev. 21:1 that chaotic sea “was no more”).  Humanity, made in 

God’s image, fills a special place in that creation. 

• Humanity rebels against God and the order God has built into creation and seeks 

to ‘make it on their own’ without God’s help.  The 10 cent theological word for this 

as you know is “The Fall”. 

• God calls Israel to be the blessed people through whom God would bless all 

peoples and return some order to the chaos – giving them the law which reveals 

God’s designs in creation (think of the repeated call to care for widows, orphans, 

and foreigners). 

• God’s restoration project climaxes in the life death and resurrection of Jesus 

Christ – God with us.  In Christ the new that our passage from Revelation talks 

about has already begun. 

• God continues to work for the blessing of all people through the church – Christ’s 

body.  

• Finally, the new creation, or the renewal of all creation with that consistent vision 

of peace, wholeness, joy. 

Let your imagination play with the imagery here.  In old, antiquated cosmologies we 

thought of heaven as “up there”.  Well we understand space very differently than our 

ancestors, but we also have here an image not of heaven “up there” but the new thing 

coming down.  What are the implications of the new city coming down to the place 

where we already are?  For the way we relate to the earth?  For the way we relate to 

our communities? 

 

Consider verses 5 & 6.  “I am making all things new” & “It is done!”  What if this is not 

just a promise for the future, but for the present as well?  What is God making new in 

your life right now?  And what is God making new in the life of your church and 

community? 



May 26, 2019 – Easter 6 

 

John 14:23-29 

 

It’s always a good idea, but particularly here where the reading starts “Jesus answered 

him” to read around the passage the lectionary gives us to get a sense of the context.  

Who is it that Jesus is answering, and what is he responding to?  Note that this is Jesus’ 

‘farewell discourse’ as he says goodbye to his disciples on the night in which he will be 

betrayed.  He has washed their feet.  Shared with them the last supper.  Now he leaves 

them with these words. 

  

What does love look like?  Of course we know that love is a word that carries many 

meanings – emotion, commitment, sacrifice, passion, eros.  We love different people in 

our lives in different ways.  One might love a spouse in a very different way from a 

friend.  One loves a parent in a different way than one loves a child.  What does it look 

like to love Christ? At least part of the answer as it is given here is obedience.  How can 

we talk about obedience as love in a way that is not coercive, but life-giving? 

  

 How comfortable are you talking about the Holy Spirit?  This is one of those great 

Trinitarian passages where we have Father, Son and Holy Spirit all referenced together 

in this dynamic relationship of sending, loving and honouring.  The Father does not stop 

at sending the Son to reveal God’s love to us, but also the Spirit in an ongoing 

movement towards us so that we might know peace, love and joy. 


