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7 ) Live as if you cannot live without those near you.
We are interdependent creatures. We need each other. The church is His body. We are members of one 
another. Because of this, we love one another. We treasure one another. We will assume the best of each 
other (1 Corinthians 13). This attitude is crucial for good brotherly leadership.

8 ) Don't criticize others as if you haven't sinned
It is best that each time we see another sin, we remember when we have sinned in a like way, or even in 
a worse way. Then pray for God's grace for that man or woman.

9 ) Thank God in times of sickness
We don't like being sick, but it sure does humble us. In a moment, our great dreams are turned to dust. We 
just want to live. But is this not a truer picture of ourselves than the pompous one where we consider 
ourselves invaluable?

10) Accept the fact that God can accomplish His plan without us
Any moment the Lord can take us home, and He will not at all be frustrated in accomplishing His good and 
perfect will. We are not invaluable in such and such a plan. He might have no such plan or have someone 
play that part.

11) Accept death's limitation
Death comes to all of us. Our life here on earth is but temporary. We will not be able to finish all our life plans. 

12) We will soon be forgotten.
There will be someone who probably remembers you for a while. But after a generation or two and your name 
will be lost in the myriads of lists. What counts is how you live with others now.

13) Spiritual gifts are distributed by the Spirit
I might be greatly used of the Lord because of my spiritual gifts, but these were given to me from God. If He 
would withdraw them, then I could do nothing. Spiritual gifts are a reminder that I will be held to a higher 
standard than others in certain areas. (Exodus 36:1)

14) Fast
Go without food and you will better feel your dependence upon God. You will more quickly awake you to how 
fragile of a creature we really are.

15) Pray for God's double blessings on those around you.
When we seek another's good, then we can not despise them. We begin to seek their good and treat them 
nice. By thinking nicely of others, we will not puff ourselves up over them. Love is not proud. "Love is patient, 
love is kind, and is not jealous; love does not brag and is not arrogant."(1 Corinthians 13:4).

 
 

 

   

 

 

  

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

Part 4. The Activities of Worship

Acts 2:42-47

1. There is a wide variety of activities that take place in worship gatherings of different denominations all 
    around the world. What are some activities that you have found helpful? What activities have made you 
    uncomfortable?

2. Since the activities of worship vary so much, how can we be sure the ones we practice are biblical?

3. Read Acts 2:42-47. What words would you say best describe the atmosphere of this passage?

4. What made the early church gatherings so appealing to others?

5. The word “devoted” is used in verse 42 and means “to give your constant attention.”
 a. What activities did the early Christians “devote themselves to” in this verse?

 b. Explain what each phrase means.

 c. Why do you think Luke wrote down these specific activities?

 d. Do any of these activities help spread the message of Jesus? How?

6. The Apostles’ teaching served as a foundation for faith in the early church. Where do we find the 
    foundation for our faith? In what way is preaching an act of worship?

7. There seemed to be a balance in the early church between being “in the temple” and “from house to 
    house” (2:46-47). How might this serve as an example for us?

8. Pastor Scott suggested that “fellowship” (koinônia) is more than a potluck dinner or just playing floor 
    hockey in the “Fellowship Hal”l. It is a recognized closeness where people share and contribute to 
    a common cause. What are the examples of this intimate sharing of life together in this passage? 
    How might we follow that example in our gathered worship today?

Taken from The Godly Man by Paul Bucknell

1 ) Purposely seek humility.
Don't just let it come. Seek it. We are commanded to be humble so I should prize this character rather than 
adore it as some distant trophy.

2 ) Confess your sins to God and others quickly.
Humility rides on the back of confession. And confession rides on the back of honesty. Without complete 
honesty, I am deceiving myself and others but never God. I might perceive myself as humble but am not 
as long as I am not honest. Confession is honest admission of our faults.

3 ) Keep a spiritual journal, daily if possible.
There is no better way to keep track of what one is thinking than to write down one's thoughts. Yes, it takes 
up valuable time, but the value is tremendous. I do not now keep a daily journal. I try to write once a week, 
but if any significant thought or conflict comes up, I try to write it down. Spiritual journals help keeps one 
honest as well as clarifies the real issues I face. I can see my fears. I can sense the tension I might have with 
another.

4 ) Have a good spiritual partner.
The better I can trust someone, the more I can honestly share with them. These relationships are crucial. 
My wife is my best partner. I have prayed that the Lord would keep my wife growing with me. He has 
answered that prayer. We share and pray each night. I don't hold back anything from her unless it is a matter 
of someone else's privacy. It sure is a good motivator not to think wrongly! But other friends are invaluable 
to a healthy growing life. At times, the Lord has taken me to the desert as Paul to be with Him alone. But this 
is only for a certain shorter period.

5 ) Start praising others.
By this, I do not mean to flatter people -praise those vain things like dress and looks. Look at others as God's 
precious gifts to you. You and I cannot do without them. As we see the importance of others around them, 
we will thank them and praise them. Our compliments will become real.

6 ) Carefully listen to others when they are going through humbling times.
I figure that part of the humble experiences I go through are because I have not learned from the cues God 
has earlier given to me. We will need to go through humble times of course but why increase them! 
Pay attention to lessons God is teaching others. Self-examination can greatly increase our wisdom.
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9. Throughout Acts we see “they devoted themselves to prayer.” Prayer was a central and daily focus. 
    What application is there in this for us?

10. According to the passage, what were the results of the gathered worship of the early church? 
      List as many as you can find.

11. What essential elements should be included within our gathered worship meetings today?

Next Steps. 

What faith challenge did you receive from your study of this passage?

 I need to devote myself more to reading and studying the Bible.

 I will devote myself to gathering with other believers corporately for worship.

 I will devote myself to gathering with other believers intimately in small groups.

 I will seek to be a contributor to the cause of Christ, rather than simply being an observer of the 
 cause of Christ.

 I will pray that Christ’s church regains the expectation of constant and uninterrupted growth.
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