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Worship at Home 

5th July 2020 

 

5th Sunday after Pentecost 

 

 
 
 

 

  



A candle, symbolising Christ’s presence, is lit. 

 

We Gather 

What A Beautiful Name https://youtu.be/4pAHDpUjuqs  

 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ  

the love of God and the fellowship  

of the Holy Spirit be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

Hear Jesus’ words spoken to you: 

“Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I 

will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn from me; for I am gentle 

and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy, 

and my burden is light.” 

MATTHEW 11:28-30 

 

Friends, you have come to the right place!  

Our Lord is here, waiting for you. 

Let us worship God. 

 

Cornerstone https://youtu.be/QvLxZEU02uI  

Desert Song https://youtu.be/c3l1z7bXY9Y  

 

OPENING PRAYER 

We gather together this morning, O Lord, eager to feel your healing touch for 

our wounded spirits and weary souls. Flood our lives with your peace. Shine your 

light of joy in our souls this day. 

Lord of peace and hope, we open our hearts to you this day. Be with us as we 

hear your words of inspiration and healing. Guide our hearts and spirits as we 

seek to be witnesses to your redeeming and reconciling love. In Jesus’ name. 

Amen.  
Nancey C. Townley 

 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION  

Friends to prepare our hearts for our confession to God, we will listen to a 

reading from Romans. Following the reading, I invite you to meditate and 

reflect on these words of St Paul and to reflect and pray silently about any 

areas in your lives which resonate with these words.  

  

https://youtu.be/4pAHDpUjuqs
https://youtu.be/QvLxZEU02uI
https://youtu.be/c3l1z7bXY9Y


 

ROMANS 7:15-25a  

I Do Not Do The Good I Want, But The Evil I Do Not Want  

15In fact, I don’t understand why I act the way I do. I don’t do what I know is 

right. I do the things I hate. 16Although I don’t do what I know is right, I agree 

that the Law is good. 17So I am not the one doing these evil things. The sin that 

lives in me is what does them. 
18I know that my selfish desires won’t let me do anything that is good. Even 

when I want to do right, I cannot. 19Instead of doing what I know is right, I do 

wrong. 20And so, if I don’t do what I know is right, I am no longer the one doing 

these evil things. The sin that lives in me is what does them. 
21The Law has shown me that something in me keeps me from doing what I 

know is right. 22With my whole heart I agree with the Law of God. 23But in every 

part of me I discover something fighting against my mind, and it makes me a 

prisoner of sin that controls everything I do. 24What a miserable person I am. 

Who will rescue me from this body that is doomed to die? 25Thank God! Jesus 

Christ will rescue me.  

 

Pause for quiet reflection and prayer 

PRAYER 

Loving God, you hear the spoken and unspoken prayers of your people. Flood 

our beings with your peace and by the power of your Spirit may we continue 

our journey together of loving you and making you known. Amen. 

 

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS  

We rejoice in the good news that God sent Jesus into the world not to 

condemn the world, but that the world might be saved through him. Those 

who believe in him are not condemned;  

but loved, accepted, and forgiven. 

JOHN 3:17,18 

Thanks be to God! 

 

How Deep The Father's Love For Us https://youtu.be/e9FG12eTSbI  

 

PASSING OF THE PEACE 

The peace of the Lord be with you and also with you. 

 

  

https://youtu.be/e9FG12eTSbI


We Listen 

 

Your word, O Lord, is a lamp to my feet a light to our path. 

 

GENESIS 24:34-38, 42-49, 58-67 

Rebekah Is Discovered And Agrees To Become Isaac's Wife 
34So he said, “I am Abraham’s servant. 35The Lord has greatly blessed my 

master, and he has become wealthy; he has given him flocks and herds, silver 

and gold, male and female slaves, camels and donkeys. 36And Sarah my 

master’s wife bore a son to my master when she was old; and he has given him 

all that he has. 37My master made me swear, saying, ‘You shall not take a wife 

for my son from the daughters of the Canaanites, in whose land I live; 38but you 

shall go to my father’s house, to my kindred, and get a wife for my son.  

42“I came today to the spring, and said, ‘O Lord, the God of my master 

Abraham, if now you will only make successful the way I am going! 43I am 

standing here by the spring of water; let the young woman who comes out to 

draw, to whom I shall say, “Please give me a little water from your jar to 

drink,” 44and who will say to me, “Drink, and I will draw for your camels also” —

let her be the woman whom the Lord has appointed for my master’s 

son.’ 45“Before I had finished speaking in my heart, there was Rebekah coming 

out with her water jar on her shoulder; and she went down to the spring, and 

drew. I said to her, ‘Please let me drink.’ 46She quickly let down her jar from her 

shoulder, and said, ‘Drink, and I will also water your camels.’ So I drank, and she 

also watered the camels. 47Then I asked her, ‘Whose daughter are you?’ She 

said, ‘The daughter of Bethuel, Nahor’s son, whom Milcah bore to him.’ So I put 

the ring on her nose, and the bracelets on her arms. 48Then I bowed my head 

and worshipped the Lord, and blessed the Lord, the God of my master 

Abraham, who had led me by the right way to obtain the daughter of my 

master’s kinsman for his son. 49Now then, if you will deal loyaly and truly with my 

master, tell me; and if not, tell me, so that I may turn either to the right hand or 

to the left.”   

58And they called Rebekah, and said to her, “Will you go with this man?” She 

said, “I will.” 59So they sent away their sister Rebekah and her nurse along with 

Abraham’s servant and his men. 60And they blessed Rebekah and said to her, 

“May you, our sister, become thousands of myriads; may your offspring gain 

possession of the gates of their foes.” 61Then Rebekah and her maids rose up, 

mounted the camels, and followed the man; thus the servant took Rebekah, 

and went his way. 
62Now Isaac had come from Beer-lahai-roi, and was settled in the 

Negeb. 63Isaac went out in the evening to walk in the field; and looking up, he 

saw camels coming. 64And Rebekah looked up, and when she saw Isaac, she 

slipped quickly from the camel, 65and said to the servant, “Who is the man over 

there, walking in the field to meet us?” The servant said, “It is my master.” So 

she took her veil and covered herself. 66And the servant told Isaac all the things 

that he had done. 67Then Isaac brought her into his mother Sarah’s tent. He 



took Rebekah, and she became his wife; and he loved her. So Isaac was 

comforted after his mother’s death. 

 

MATTHEW 11:27-30 

Come to Me. My Burden is Light.  
27All things have been handed over to me by my Father; and no one knows the 

Son except the Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and 

anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal him. 28“Come to me, all you that 

are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest. 29Take my 

yoke upon you and learn from me; for I am gentle and humble in heart, and 

you will find rest for your souls. 30For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.” 

 

Lord, may your word live in us and bear much fruit to your glory. 

 

HOMILY 

 

So he said, “I am Abraham’s servant”.  

GENESIS 24:34 

Title: The Power of Commitment 

 

Today we will talk about commitment. 

We find in our text from the Hebrew Bible or Old Testament, the story of 

Rebekah and Isaac. However, there is one character in this story easily 

overlooked it is Abraham’s nameless servant. He can tell us a thing or two 

about commitment. 

The servant is tasked by his master Abraham to search a wife for his son Isaac. 

He discovers Rebecca and to cut a long story short, and she marries Isaac. The 

practice of finding a spouse in ancient Palestine contrasts widely to those of 

the west. Regardless of the different approaches, I have a sense that we all 

know it takes more than romance and physical attraction to hold any 

relationship such as marriage together. It requires commitment. To what 

degree might commitment look like? A story to illustrate: 

A hen and a pig approached a church and read the advertised sermon topic: 

“What can we do to help the poor?” Immediately the chicken suggested 

feeding them bacon and eggs. The pig thought for a moment and said, “There 

is only one thing wrong with feeding bacon and eggs to the poor. For you, it 

only requires a contribution, but for me, it is a total commitment.” 

 

We will look at three lessons about commitment. 

•Commitment opens our lives to friendship 

•Commitment opens our minds to God. 

•Commitment opens our hearts to love. 

 

  



First, commitment opens our lives to friendship 

It has been said a true friend is someone you can trust. We see this level of trust 

evident in Abraham towards his servant and the responsibility he has given to 

him [Genesis 24:34-38]. The servant is unnamed, but he is the oldest and in 

charge of all Abrahams affairs [Genesis 24:2]. Now, the servant must have 

been a person of integrity and faithfulness for Abraham to rely on. How much 

more we need a friend who will stand with us to care and support us when our 

world turns upside down. 

On the eve of Joseph Medlicott Scrivens intended wedding day, his bride to be 

was tragically drowned. Later, he would marry. Several years later he 

emigrated from his native Ireland to Canada where once again he became 

engaged to be married only to lose his second fiancée to a fatal illness. When 

his mother was struck with an illness, he wrote her a poem which would later 

become a hymn. Many may not have heard of Joseph Medlicott Scrivens 

however you would know his hymn: 

 

1.What a friend we have in Jesus 

all our sins and griefs to bear, 

what a privilege to carry 

everything to God in prayer. 

O what peace we often forfeit, 

O what needless pain we bear, 

all because we do not carry 

everything to God in prayer. 

 

2.Have we trials and temptations, 

is there trouble anywhere? 

We should never be discouraged 

take it to the Lord in prayer. 

Can we find a friend so faithful 

who will all our sorrows share 

Jesus knows our every weakness 

take it to the Lord in prayer. 

 

3.Are we weak and heavy laden 

cumbered with the load of care? 

Jesus is our only refuge; 

take it to the Lord in prayer. 

Do your friends despise, forsake you? 

Take it to the Lord in prayer; 

in his arms he’ll take and shield you 

you will find a solace there 
1Joseph Medlicott Scriven 1819-1886 [Together in Song 590] 

  



Joseph Medlicott Scrivens’ hymn shines a light on what true friendship offers.  

If you are the type that offers this kind of friendship, we give thanks to God for 

your life. The world needs more friends like you.    

 

Second, commitment opens our minds to God. 

Abraham’s servant was committed to Abraham and to God. As well as being 

reliable, a person of integrity and faithfulness, he also was conscious of God. He 

did not assume anything but sought the mind of God on the task set before 

him: 

In verses 42-44 we read  
42‘O Lord, the God of my master Abraham, if now you will only make successful 

the way I am going! 43I am standing here by the spring of water; let the young 

woman who comes out to draw, to whom I shall say, “Please give me a little 

water from your jar to drink,” 44and who will say to me, “Drink, and I will draw for 

your camels also” —let her be the woman whom the Lord has appointed for 

my master’s son.’  

GENESIS 24:42-44 

The servant asked God for directions, and God responded in Rebekah. The 

servant prayed boldly and expectantly, and God came through.  

Friends, Abraham’s servant reminds us to pray boldly and expectantly and not 

to give up. God will not let our prayers go unnoticed. God is committed to us 

and desires the best for each one of us.  

 

Third, commitment opens our hearts to love.  

Abraham’s servant found the answer to his prayer, and God led him to 

Rebekah. She was the one whom God wanted for Isaac. A verse 49 and 58 

says: 
49Now then, if you will deal loyally and truly with my master, tell me; and if not, 

tell me, so that I may turn either to the right hand or to the left.” 
58And they called Rebekah, and said to her, “Will you go with this man?” She 

said, “I will. 

There may have been an initial hesitation on the part of Rebekah’s family to 

part with her, and her response leaves them with no doubts in their minds; it is 

what she wants to do. However, we are left with heightened expectation as to 

what Isaacs’s response to Rebekah might be when the servant brings her to 

him. 

Well we find the answer in verses 66 - 67, were we read: 

 66And the servant told Isaac all the things that he had done. 67Then Isaac 

brought her into his mother Sarah’s tent. He took Rebekah, and she became his 

wife; and he loved her. 

And he loved her. This presupposes Isaac’s commitment to love, cherish and 

care for Rebekah.  

At the heart of any meaningful relationship such as marriage is commitment. It 

is essential to the success of any endeavour. Happy people are committed 

people. They commit to other people, they commit to themselves, they commit 



to God and they commit to their dreams. They recognise nothing is possible 

without firm commitment.  

We observe Gods total commitment to his creation in and through the 

incarnation that is, God taking on human form in the person of Jesus God 

comes down. We read in the gospel of John:  

Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in 

order that the world might be saved through him.  

JOHN 3:17 

A story to conclude: 

A young woman had been seeing a psychiatrist. The doctor had established 

that she was a wife and mother of three children, and he asked, "Which of your 

three children do you love the most?" She answered instantly, "I love all three of 

my children the same." He paused. The answer was almost too quick, too glib. 

He decided to probe a bit more. "Come, now, you love all three of your 

children the same?" "Yes, that's right," she said, "I love all of them the same." He 

said, "Come off it now! It is psychologically impossible for anyone to regard any 

three human beings exactly the same. If you're not willing to level with me, we'll 

have to terminate this session." With this, the young woman thought a bit and 

then she responded, "All right, I do not love all three of my children the same. 

When one of my three children is sick, I love that child more. When one of my 

three children is in pain, or lost, I love that child more. When one of my children 

is confused, I love that child more. And when one of my children is bad—I don't 

mean naughty, I mean really bad—I love that child more." Then she added, 

"Except for those exceptions I do love all three of my children about the 

same."2  

The Christian faith represents a God who knows you and is committed to love 

you just as he knows and is committed to love all other human beings on this 

planet-but with this addition: when you are sick or hurting or lost or confused or 

in pain or just plain bad—God loves you even more. 

In our relationship with God only as we fully commit ourselves to God will we 

experience the love of God in its fullest and richest dimensions. And when we 

do, don’t forget to reach to others and be committed to them with God’s love. 

 

Conclusion 

So these three: 

•Commitment opens our lives to friendship 

•Commitment opens our minds to God. 

•Commitment opens our hearts to love. 

 

Let’s pray: Loving God, you came into this world in the person of Jesus Christ. 

Through his life, his words and actions, they revealed you to the world as the 

God of infinite love. Thank you for your commitment to your creation whom in 

this present time in the midst of all the many challenges before us, we need a 

fresh experience of your love and grace. Strengthen our resolve as we commit 

to your mission in the world. Amen. 



Attribution: 
1Together in Song Harper Collins Religious Melbourne 1999 p 590 
2James S. Hewitt 

We Respond 

 

How Great Thou Art https://youtu.be/Cc0QVWzCv9k  

 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the Virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic Church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

Take a moment to pray for one or more of the following: 

- Prime Minister, State Premiers and local leaders 

- Community service workers, doctors, nurses and police 

- Schools: teachers, staff, students and parents 

 

After each prayer, a response may be said such as: 

Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

And in the languages of the nations, we pray as Jesus taught… 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

https://youtu.be/Cc0QVWzCv9k


as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us in the time of trial 

and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours 

now and forever. Amen. 

 

OFFERING 

You are invited to contribute financially to support the ministry and mission of 

the Hoppers Crossing congregation using the following details: 

 

Bank Transfer 

BSB: 013-915 

Account Number: 354 439 707 

Account Name: Hoppers Crossing 

Uniting Church 

Reference: ‘Your SURNAME’ 

Credit Card 

www.HoppersUniting.church/offering 

 

Worthy Is The Lamb https://youtu.be/4pAHDpUjuqs 

 

We are Sent 

 

BENEDICTION 

Go into this week rejoicing in the knowledge  

that God’s love permeates every part of your being, 

that Jesus’ love is deeply inscribed on your heart, 

that the Holy Spirit’s love is the inspiration of your life. 

 

And the blessing of God, 

the Father, and the Son and the Holy Spirit 

be with you now and always. 

 

We go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

In the name of Christ. Amen. 

 

Our God Is An Awesome God https://youtu.be/PP9BjKnDaFk  

 

The service is ended. 
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