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April 27, 2020 

 
First United Church  
Waterloo, ON 

 

 
Dear First United Church, 

As you know, First United Church has been on a renewal and revitalization journey. 
We began this journey on February 2, 2020 with a gathering (first in worship and 
then in Hilliard Hall) regarding what it means to be the church in an age of anxiety.  

During the month of February, we proceeded with a survey and interviews 
culminating in a gathering on March 1 regarding who First United is today and about 
what it means to wrestle with our sense of identity (including how Jacob wrestled 
with God regarding his identity.)  

It was not long after our March 1 meeting that Covid-19 really “hit” our community 
and physical distancing began to take hold. As a result, our March 29 meeting took 
place by way of a video-recorded sermon. Since that time, weekly prayer and 
information sheets have invited the congregation to listen for how God is calling First 
United at this time. 

The question of how God is calling First United is even more important now than 
before. Societies and the congregations within them are impacted by wilderness 
experiences. Collectively, we are living in a wilderness time – firstly because of the 
age of anxiety in which we were already living; and now, secondly, because of Covid-
19 and the many implications of the pandemic. First United is invited to lean into this 
wilderness moment, to listen for God’s presence and, in this listening, to notice the 
unique call for First United in this time. Listening for one’s call takes time – we can 
never rush listening. Listening well requires openness, courage and a lot of patience.  

The discernment phase of renewal and revitalization is influenced by our readiness to 
discern. Some would say we need more time to understand this wilderness we are in 
before we really know how First United is being called. While some discernment 
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takes place as we listen, effective discernment often requires dialogue with one 
another. 

Both our need for more time to understand this wilderness and the longing for 
discernment to take place in a face-to-face environment have led us, together with 
First United’s Reference Group, to the decision that our next renewal gatherings will 
take place in Fall, 2020 (assuming it is safe to do so then). Our plan is as follows: 

• You will receive a series of Credence videos in September that review the 
presentations we have already completed.  

• You will also receive a package with the documents already provided to the 
congregation, again as a review of the work already completed. 

• We will meet on two Sundays: October 18, 2020 and November 8, 2020 to 
pick up the renewal conversation with one another. We will discuss and 
discern together and, as we do so, we will listen for a direction for First United.  

We look forward to meeting with you in person. In the meantime, we pray for your 
wellbeing. 

With best wishes, 

Betty Pries & Cayla Charles  
Consultants 
Credence & Co. 


