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Sermon for Sunday after Christmas
Galatians 4:1-7   Psalm 110:1-4    Matt. 1:18-25

 “Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way: when his mother Mary had been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit.”

 The virgin birth of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ from Mary his mother is a miracle. The Bible is clear, in both the gospel of Matthew, which we just heard, and in the gospel of Luke, that Mary’s child Jesus was not born of a human father, but by the Holy Spirit making her conceive.

 In fact, Mary’s pregnancy made things pretty complicated for her fiancé Joseph. He knew he was not the father of this child, since virgins can’t get pregnant. “Joseph, being a righteous man, and unwilling to expose her to public disgrace, planned to dismiss her quietly.”

 Joseph didn’t know a miracle had happened. Not until God told him what happened did Joseph go along with what God had done in Mary. He needed God to tell him it was alright, because God had done this.
 So, if modern sceptics have a problem believing that Christ was born of the Virgin Mary, it seems they are not the first ones to have a problem with it. So did Joseph at first.
 The virgin birth of Christ annoys modern sceptics a lot. For various reasons, the virgin birth has made them doubt the Bible. Miracles are a problem for sceptics.

 The virgin birth is just one more thing for them not to believe in.

 With those thoughts in mind, let’s talk about the virgin birth from the point of view of modern objections.
 Some people, even some who count themselves Christians, say the virgin birth is outright fiction, a fairytale. 

 That is not what Matthew or Luke thinks. Nor is that the thinking of most of the church for 2000 years. Our belief in the virgin birth is in the creeds. Yet nowadays it is often dismissed as a made-up story. Another objection is that God wouldn’t do it. It’s not His job.

 So, a sceptic might say that God could possibly have brought about the virgin birth, but God always leaves things like the conception of babies up to us. God, in other words, is there to inspire us, or to comfort us, but basically God has a hands-off attitude to his creation.
 According to this view, God created the natural processes of conception and childbirth, and it is not part of God’s business to interfere with natural processes.

 So God wouldn’t bring about the virgin birth. Not his job.
 Another objection to the virgin birth is that it was impossible. Science tells us that all human babies require an egg from a mother and a sperm from a father. This argument goes on to say that ancient people didn’t understand science, so the virgin birth is a story they made up to say how important this birth was, and to say that God was somehow involved. But from a modern scientific view, it is just that, a story, not exactly what happened.

 The church’s traditional answer to such objections is the same answer that the archangel Gabriel gave to Mary herself when she objected. Mary said, “How can this be?”

 Gabriel said to Mary, “Nothing is impossible for God.”

 So, God chose to create Jesus in Mary’s womb while she was a virgin. That doesn’t seem so impossible if we already believe that God created the universe. 
 If God can create the galaxies and planets and all life forms, why not conceive one baby in Mary of Nazareth?
 If God can create one, why not the other? If God took the initiative to create everything that exists, then it seems simple enough for God to take the initiative to bring about the human birth of the divine Son. It’s not that big a deal for God, is it?
 In discussions of miracles, there comes a point when one we are either convinced that God does miracles, or God doesn’t do miracles. But if God doesn’t do miracles, or can’t do miracles, is God really God? 

 So, let’s leave the sceptics and their arguments behind, and conclude with another story that points at why Jesus the divine Son of God was born into our world to a virgin named Mary. In other words, why did God become a man?

 This is the story of Father Damien. 

 In the 1800’s a 33 year old Belgian priest named Damien arrived in Hawaii. He went to a village that was isolated from others because it was a leper colony. 

 He lived with the lepers, he learned their language, he organized schools for them, he bandaged their wounds, and he ate with them.
 The leper village was transformed. Yet for years the priest was different from them in one important way. They had leprosy, and Father Damien did not. 

 Then one day in church, he began his sermon with two words: “We lepers…”

 He had become a leper, and from that moment on, people in the village saw him in a new light. He had become completely one of them. He would not only live as they lived, he would die as they died. 

 At Christmas we celebrate the day that God came to our village to live as one of us. Jesus Christ, born of a virgin, is both fully God and fully human. 

 He lived a human life, died a human death, but was raised again to new life at Easter.

 The miracle of Christmas, the virgin birth, points all the way to the miracle of Easter, where human life is made anew in another miracle: the bodily resurrection of Jesus Christ.

 God did both miracles. The Christmas miracle of birth leads to the Easter miracle of eternal life. 
