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We model Jesus’ radical love by embracing all. Created in God’s image, you  
are welcome at Christ’s table with us regardless of your ethnicity, sexual 

orientation, gender identity, marital status, age, ability, or life circumstances.  

A Reconciling in  

Christ Congregation 

4117 Terrace Drive  • Omaha, NE 68134  •  402-571-1622  •  www.HCLChurch.com 

United by Christ, we reflect God’s love 
through joyful service to all people. 

CROSS CURRENTS 
Holy Cross Lutheran Church Newsletter 

 
May Worship Schedule 

 
 

May 3: Church at Thessalonika—Acts 1:1-14     
 1 Thessalonians 1:1-10 
 Parking Lot Worship  - 9:30 am 
  
  
May 10: Church at Corinth—Mark 9:34-35 
 Acts 18:1-4    1 Corinthians 1:10-18 
 Parking Lot Worship—9:30 am 
  
  
May 17: Faith, Hope, Love—Mark 12:28-31 
 1 Corinthians 13:1-13 
 Worship 9:30 am —TBD 
  
May 24: Death Swallowed in Life—Mark 12:26-27a 
 1 Corinthians 15:1-26, 51-57 
 Worship 9:30 am —TBD 
 
May 31: Gifts of the Spirit—Mark 1:4-8 
 Acts 2:1-4    1 Corinthians 12:1-13 
 Worship 9:30 am —TBD 
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From Pastor Jim... 
 
First let me apologize for this newsletter getting out so late. This is such a strange time we are going 
through! One of the strangest parts to me, is this feeling of having so much to do and being so busy 
and yet at the same time not feeling like I’m getting much done or accomplishing very much. I think a 
lot of it has to do with how we typically receive affirmation and experience a feeling of 
accomplishment. So for example, on a typical Sunday I would have some idea how worship went by 
simply seeing it on your faces. And the simple act of shaking hands and saying “Good morning” 
following worship made me feel like I connected with many of you at least on some level. But almost 
all of that is gone for the time being. And I must admit it is wearing on me.  
 
What this makes me realize is twofold. First how important community is. We’ve all heard “It takes a 
village to raise a child.” But I never quite realized how much it takes a community to make one whole. 
I will not be completely whole again until we as a community can connect more deeply as we have in 
the past.  
 
The second thing this has made me realize is how important it is for each of us to be in touch, honest 
and understanding with ourselves. We live in a society which puts a high value on independence and 
self-sufficiency. We are people who are supposed to be able to pull ourselves up by our own 
bootstraps and handle every situation that comes our way, without asking for help or showing any 
signs of distress. But that never works, at least for long. And it especially doesn’t work in times of 
prolonged uncertainty and danger like a worldwide pandemic.  
 
This is a time when all of us need unique gifts of Christian community. Being in Christian community 
not only allows us, but actually encourages us to admit our shortcomings, claim our failings, and 
acknowledge our brokenness. Instead of being sources of shame, our honest assessment of ourselves 
opens the way to forgiveness, second chances and new beginnings. It also allows us to stop 
pretending we’ve got everything under control and invites us to reach out and ask for help. This is 
what can transform community from some vague concept of togetherness into a powerful tool help, 
hope and wholeness. YOU ARE NOT ALONE. GOD HAS BROUGHT US TOGETHER AND 
ENTRUSTED US TO EACH OTHER. IF YOU NEED HELP, PLEASE REACH OUT AND ASK! 
 
I want to say a special word of thanks to everyone who signed up to help reach out during this time. I 
am sure many of you have received a phone call and/or a card or letter from someone in the 
congregation simply to say hi, see how you’re doing, and to see if there is anything you need. Please 
know that there is also someone praying specifically for you on a regular basis.  
  
Besides those who signed up to call, write and pray, there are also people who have offered to help 
members and friends of Holy Cross use social media, run errands, do household chores and/or 
provide meals. There is also financial assistance available should you need it. If you need assistance 
with any of these things, please contact me at 402-415-8748 or pjkillough@gmail.com. 
 

May Worship  
May’s worship Services are listed on the cover of this newsletter. We are planning on Parking Lot 
Worship (PLW) until we are able to safely get back into our building. At this time, we will definitely be 
doing PLW May 10. The Congregation Council will make a decision concerning the last three Sundays 
in May before May 17. The advantages of PLW are that we are able to safely gather for worship and 
celebrate Holy Communion together. I will send out emails prior to each PLW with complete details 
and instructions. For those who prefer not to attend PLW, the services will be recorded and made 
available on our website and/or FaceBook Live.  
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Online Zoom Study and Discussion Opportunities 
I will be offering the two study/discussion opportunities beginning next week. The first is a study/
discussion of the book “Meeting Jesus Again for the First Time” by Marcus Borg. This book is an “oldy 
but a goody.” First published in 1994, “Meeting Jesus Again for the First Time” is Dr. Borg’s attempt 
to apply his study of the historical Jesus to contemporary faith. Though a little dated, I chose this 
book because it was very influential in shaping my personal faith journey, and I think it might do the 
same for you. The book is not difficult to read, but I suspect that it might challenge and stretch you.  
 
Borg’s goal in “Meeting Jesus Again for the First Time” is to help Christians move from what he calls 
“secondhand” to “firsthand” religion. He states: “Secondhand religion is a way of being religious based on 
believing what one has heard from others. It consists of thinking that the Christian life is about believing 
what the Bible says or what the doctrines of the church say. Firsthand religion, consists of a relationship to 
that which the Bible and the teachings of the church point – namely, that reality that we call God or the 
Spirit of God.”  
 
“Meeting Jesus Again for the First Time” has the following six chapters: 

1. Meeting Jesus Again 
2. What Manner of Man? The Pre-Easter Jesus 
3. Jesus, Compassion, and Politics 
4. Jesus and Wisdom: Teacher of Alternative Wisdom 
5. Jesus, the Wisdom of God: Sophia Become Flesh 
6. Images of Jesus and Images of the Christian Life 

 
Each chapter is about 15 pages. I propose reading a chapter a week. You can purchase the book on 
Amazon: Kindle - $10.49, hardcover - $8.90, paperback - $10.06. Our first session will be Thursday, 
May 14, at 8:00 pm. We will meet each Thursday evening, 8:00 to 9:15 pm, through June 18.  
 
The second study/discussion is a Bible study I am entitling: “Times of Crisis in the Bible.” I thought 
that as we go through our current time of crisis, the Covid 19/Coronavirus Pandemic, that it might be 
interesting, and hopefully instructive, to see how people in the Bible went through their times of 
crisis. I’ve chosen the following six biblical crises to focus on: 

1. Tower of Babel  
2. Babylonian Exile 
3. Gentile Followers of Jesus 
4. Destruction of the Second Temple 
5. Women and Slaves in the Early Church 
6. Persecution of the Early Church  

 
I will assign Bible readings prior to each meeting which will be the basis for our study/discussion. This 
group will meet Wednesday evenings, 8:00 to 9:15 pm, beginning May 13 and going through June 
17.  
 
If you would like to be a part of either of these study/discussion groups, please reply to the email I 
sent out on May 5. I look forward to our time of study and discussion.  
 

Offerings   
Offerings can be mailed into the church office or deposited in the drop box following Parking Lot 
Worship. You can also use online giving with a credit card or bank account by clicking on the green 
“Give” button on the homepage of our website.  
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Help! 
 
As of late, I just can’t seem to shake this Beatles’ tune from 
my eternal looping of songs in my head:  “Help!” It’s got a 
great beat, and it makes me want to move-making my wood 
floors some of the shiniest in the city.  However, this time 
around, the words literally jumped out at me:   
 

Help me if you can, I'm feeling down 
And I do appreciate you being 'round 

Help me get my feet back on the ground 
Won't you please, please help me? 

 
I wonder if our feet haven’t been off the ground during these 
past weeks?!?  There have been a lot of changes, many 
unknowns, and a lot of time for reflection. Asking for help 
may be something you thought  you would never do. Yet, it 
seems to be the right thing to do.  Please let Pastor Jim or 
myself know if you are “feeling down” and need help getting 
your “feet back on the ground” because we are certainly “ 
‘round.”  In the meantime, I leave you with a Youtube link of 
“Help!”  I hope that your floors are as shiny as mine! 
 
“Help!” Song link 
https://youtu.be/CTsB-llTzyc 

 
Musically yours, 
 
Becky Jones  

Ministry Team 

Pastor Jim Killough 
PJKillough@gmail.com 

 
Pastor Heather Grell 

HeatherGrell76@gmail.com

  
Becky Jones 

Worship & Music 
Coordinator 

Becky@HCLChurch.com 
 

Kelsey Ellis 
Director of Faith 

Formation 
Kelsey@HCLChurch.com 

 
Kelley Kennedy 

Administrative Assistant 
Office@HCLChurch.com 

 
Ed Krueger 

Technology Technician 
Ed@Hclchurch.com 

 
Devon Fischer 

Bookkeeper 
 

https://youtu.be/CTsB-llTzyc
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Can you believe that it’s MAY already? With each passing week of this pandemic, I am 
missing you all more and more. I hope you are healthy and safe and doing well.  
I don’t know about you, but my emotions seem to be all over the place these days. I have 
days where I feel so happy and content being home with my family, and other days where I 
feel sad and anxious and overwhelmed mourning the loss of so many events and gatherings 
– not knowing what comes next. One constant that has kept me grounded during this time 
is taking time to breathe and move my body through yoga and meditation. I wanted to share 
a quick breathing exercise with you, for those times that you are feeling overwhelmed, 
afraid or anxious.  
 
Find a place to sit comfortably and quiet. Close your eyes and focus on your breath. Breathe 
deeply, in and out, feeling a sense of presence and connection to God.  
Once your breathing is slow and steady, prayerfully breathe Psalm 56:3: 
Inhale: When I am afraid 
Exhale: I put my trust in you 
Repeat that scripture with each breath for as long as you’d like. When you are ready, take 
one full deep breath in, and exhale fully.  
 
What does it mean to trust in God? For me, it means that I trust that God is at work during 
scary times. And when I take time to look around, I can see the many ways that God is 
active in my life and in the life of others during this pandemic. Through kindness, phone 
calls, written letters, smiles, helping hands, blooming flowers, and so many other ways.  
Trust that God is here, with you always. 
 
With love, 
Kelsey 
Director of Faith Formation  
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Greetings from my living room! As each week of this 
pandemic goes by, I’m missing the busy halls of church more 
and more. I hope you are all healthy and enjoying your time 
together as a family.  
One thing helping me get through these long weeks is being 
outside. The sun has been shining more, the birds are waking 
me up with their songs, flowers are blooming – there is LIFE 
all around us!  
I’d like you to do something for me this month. Go take a 
walk! In your neighborhood, or at a park nearby – 
somewhere filled with lots of life! Try to find the following 
things: 

A flower (What color is it?) 
Water 
Tree (What do the leaves look like?) 
Spider web 
Bug (What kind is it?) 
Clouds  
Butterfly 
Bird (What color is it? Do you know what kind it is?) 
 

“Let the heavens be glad, and let the earth rejoice; let the sea 
roar, and all that fills it; let the field exult, and everything in it. 
Then shall all the trees of the forest sing for joy”  
Psalm 96: 11-12 
 
I hope you can find time to get outside and enjoy God’s 
creation, filled with joy! I miss you and am praying for you all! 
Peace, 
Kelsey 
Director of Faith Formation  
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The Holy Cross Food Pantry  

Holy Cross Food Pantry is Saturday, May 2, 8:00 - 10:00 am  

and Thursday, May 21, 5:00 - 7:00 pm.  

 

Until Further Notice, Holy Cross Food Pantry will be drive up style 
which minimize’s contact between our volunteers and our clients. To 
honor the CDC Recommendations, only 10 people can volunteer at a 
time.  Please contact Kelley Kennedy with questions or concerns at 
office@hclchurch.com or 402-212-9064. 

We have been able to continue purchasing much of our food from 
the Food Bank at very reduced prices. Therefore, financial donations 
to the Food Pantry get us the biggest bang for our buck. You can use 
the online “Give” button to make financial donations to the Food 
Pantry. Simply click on the “To:” tab and select Holy Cross Food 
Pantry.  

If you would like to volunteer at either of May’s pantries, please click 
on the following link to sign-up. Please do not show up to help if you 
have not signed up. 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040B4BA8AD2BA13-pantry1 

Questions? Contact Dave Magnuson at davemagnuson@cox.net or 
Kelley Kennedy at office@hclchurch.com.  Thank you! 

 

 

June/July 
Cross Currents  

Deadline 
 

Articles for the June/July 
Cross Currents 
Newsletter need to be in 
the church office by May 
20. You may email 
articles to 
office@HCLChurch.com.  
 
 
 

The Bell Table Covers 
If you happened to be at the one-service on March 15, 2020, you 
would have noticed the new Bell Table Covers.  
 
Thanks to Wendy Brenner, who measured not once but twice, we 
have new covers!  You may have, also, noticed that there are new 
tables to accommodate the new bells and chimes.  Therefore, new 
covers were needed not only to replace worn ones, but to 
accommodate the new additions.   
 
We are so lucky to have such talent in the congregation to take on 
projects at Holy Cross Lutheran.  Thank you, Wendy.   
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Council 
 

 

Tracey Duke2  
    Council Secretary 
   Term: 2018-2020 
 

Eric Gitt 
  Endowment/Memorial Gifts 
  Term: 2018-2020 
 

Lindsey Kreber 
   Fellowship Committee 
   Term: 2018-2020 
 

Dennis Schwieger  
   Property Committee 
   Term: 2018-2020 
 

Sarah Duncan 
   Food pantry 
   Term: 2019-2021 
 

Alan Gift 
   Outreach 
   Term: 2019-2021 
 

Kelli Joseph 
   Outreach 
   Term: 2019-2021 
 

Elizabeth Yearwood 
   Publicity Committee 
   Term: 2019-2021 
 

Alicia Glesne 
   President    
   Term: 2020-2022 
 

Peter Sukstorf 
   Term: 2020-2022 
 

Jerry Wajda 
   Vice President 
   Term: 2020-2022 
 

David Wellsandt 
   Term: 2020-2022 
 
 

Barb Kay#  
   Treasurer 
   Council Appointed 
 

Ed Krueger#  
   Financial Secretary 
   Council Appointed 
 

 

# Non-Voting Member 
2 Serving 2nd Consecutive Term 

HyVee 10808 Fort Street Reusable Bag Program 
 

For the month of June, Holy Cross Food Pantry will receive a 
$1 donation from each purchase of the $2.50 resuable Red, 
“My Heart” Reusable Bag at Hy-Vee 10808 Fort Street. 
 
In this time of uncertainty due to COVID-19, supporting local 
non-profits has never been more important.  That is why the 
Reusable Bag Program will continue as planned.  Reusable bags 
from home are currently banned for reuse while shopping at 
Hy-Vee but Red, “My Heart” Bags are still available for 
purchase in stores. Supermarkets are still busy, and shoppers 
are still buying red “My Heart” Reusable Bags as a way to give 
back. 
 
We truly value the excellent work you do on a daily basis to 
make our communities better.  We look forward to helping you 
make the most out of June! 
 
Best, 
Kim Monaco—Hy-Vee 108th and Fort Street 

Cross Currents deadline 

In planning for your Cross Currents articles for the summer, please 
note that we will be combining the months of June & July into one 
newsletter. Therefore, any articles you would like in the newsletter 
pertaining to the months of June or July need to be sent to the 
church office by May 20. 



 

 
- 9 - 

The Security Myth 

 

Helen Keller said, “Security is mostly a superstition. It does not exist in nature. Nor do the children of 
men as a whole experience it. Avoiding danger is no safer in the long run than outright exposure. Life 
is either a daring adventure or nothing.” [John C. Maxwell, The Confidence That Convinces, Audio 
Tape] 
 
Many people who withhold their wholehearted support from God’s work are victims of that 
“superstition of security” to which Helen Keller referred. They somehow failed to learn that no 
amount of money makes us totally secure from the painful experiences that life flings against our 
windshields without the slightest warning. 
 
What happens when we try to create our own security blankets by avoiding the risk of being 
generous? Our selfishness costs more than money. It robs us of a spiritual relationship with God. 
 
Self-giving does not bring us total security. Nothing does that. Being alive puts us at risk in a thousand 
ways. But generously giving our money to God’s purposes gives us a sense of meaning and purpose 
as we work with other people in God’s great causes. That is a far greater reward than anything we can 
obtain by striving for the myth of security. 

As of March 31, 2020 & 2019 

 2020 2019 

Beginning Balance  (4,096) (4,962) 

Monthly Expenses (March) (32,478) (33,375) 

Monthly Income (March) 38,159 40,156 

Income (Deficit) as of the end of March 1,585 1,819 
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Office Hours 
 

During this difficult time, 
the staff are mainly 
working from home.  If 
you need access to the 
church, please email or 
call one of the church 
staff members to set up a 
time. 

 

Centering Prayer 
Group 

 
Centering Prayer is 

temporarily meeting 

online only.  For more 

information, contact 

Paula McDonald at 

paula.mcdonald@cox.net. 

 

Sydney Rohrberg……………………………..5/1 
Bill Sukstorf……………………………………..5/2 
Harper Duke…………………………………….5/3 
Rinda Howard…………………………………..5/4 
Piper Fitzpatrick……………………………….5/5 
Pastor Jim Killough…………………………...5/8 
Kelsey Ellis………………………………………..5/10 
Julie Ahrens……………………………………...5/13 
Deb Krueger…………………………………….5/13 
Dave Kohrs……………………………………...5/14 
Wendy DeBoer………………………………..5/16 
Drew Wajda…………………………………….5/16 
Jerry Wajda……………………………………..5/17 
Emily Birch……………………………………….5/18 
Jackie Leaders………………………………….5/18 
Josi Lawton……………………………………...5/19 
Alicia Glesne…………………………………….5/20 
Carla Olson……………………………………….5/22 
Michael Bridgeford…………………………...5/23 
Zach Taylor……………………………………….5/24 
Michael Ahrens………………………………….5/25 
Daniel Schneider………………………………..5/28 
Easton Schultz…………………………………...5/28 
Alan Gift…………………………………………….5/31 

Kris & Nicole Szymczak…………………………..5/6 
Kyle & Paula Sinnett……………………………….5/14 
Don & Sharon Davis………………………………..5/20 
Joe & Patti Evans…………………………………….5/23 
Troy & Cherie Schnack…………………………….5/27 
Brandon & Carrie Plummer……………………...5/31 
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