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We model Jesus’ radical love by embracing all. Created in God’s image, you  
are welcome at Christ’s table with us regardless of your ethnicity, sexual 

orientation, gender identity, marital status, age, ability, or life circumstances.  

A Reconciling in  

Christ Congregation 

4117 Terrace Drive  • Omaha, NE 68134  •  402-571-1622  •  www.HCLChurch.com 

United by Christ, we reflect God’s love 
through joyful service to all people. 

CROSS CURRENTS 
Holy Cross Lutheran Church Newsletter 

Sunday Schedule 
Sunday Worship 9:30 am 

 
 

June 2 - Ascension 
Luke 24:44-53 (Ephesians 1:15-23) 

 

June 9 - Pentecost 
Matthew 28:16-20  (Acts 2:1-21) 

 

June 16 - Lord’s Prayer—Intro 
Matthew 6:5-9a, Luke 11:1-2a (Philippians 4:6-7) 
 

June 23 - Lord’s Prayer—God 
      Matthew 6:9b-10, Luke 11:2b (Romans 8:26-27 
 

June 30 - Lord’s Prayer—Us 
      Matthew 6:11-13, Luke 11:3-4 (Psalm 86:1-7) 
 
 

July 7 - Lord’s Prayer 
 

July 14 - Youth Mission Trip 
 

July 21 - Sabbath 
Deuteronomy 5:12-15  (Matthew 11:28-30) 
 

July 28 - Sabbath 
      Genesis 2:1-3 (John 15:9-15) 
 

 
Wednesday Evening Worship  

Will Resume in the Fall 
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The Narrative Lectionary During the Summer 

 

Last Fall we began using the Narrative Lectionary for our assigned 
Sunday Scripture readings. September through November, we 
worked our way through the Old Testament. December through 
April, we read through the Gospel of Matthew. In May, we had two 
Sundays in the Book of Acts and two Sundays in Paul's Letter to the 
Romans. The first two Sundays in June, we will read the stories of 
Jesus' Ascension and the story of the first Pentecost.  

 

During the remainder of the summer, we will be doing three sermon 
series. We will have a four-week series on the Lord's Prayer, a three-
week series on the Sabbath, and then a three-week series on the Old 
Testament book of Job. Beginning next Fall, we will once again work 
our way through the Old Testament (using different readings from 
last Fall). In December, we will read through the Gospel of Mark.  

 

I hope you are finding the Narrative Lectionary interesting. I know 
that Pastor Heather and myself are enjoying the challenge of 
preaching on stories that we have not preached on before.  

 

Peace, 

 

Pastor Jim 

Holy Cross  
Tee-Shirts  

Tee-Shirts are available 
for purchase. Each shirt 
is $10. Please ask any 

staff member for 
assistance. 

The PrayGround  
The PrayGround is on 
the south side of our 
Sanctuary and is 
intended for children  
pre-school and under 
to have their own 
space to enjoy worship. 
We encourage parents 
whose children are in 
the PrayGround to sit 
on that side of the 
Sanctuary so they can 
supervise.  

 

 

Summer Worship Schedule 

There will be only one worship service each Sunday, at 9:30 
am, through Labor Day weekend, Sunday, September 1. 
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I LOVE SUMMER 
 

Summer…..the time of the year that you get to make up a more 
“casual” schedule, especially with the longer days and the patio 
chair calling your name. Who would think that digging in the 
garden would be a treat after a winter that just would not (or will 
not!) go away!   
 
For the last several weeks out on the patio around 7:00 p.m., I 
have had the pleasure of listening to the beautiful singing of a 
cardinal.  When your eyes finally spot him, he takes a big breath of 
air, his chest puffs out, and he just sings away and not for naught.  
His female companion is not far away with her replies.  He seems 
all the more delighted, and sings again!  
 
During Summer Worship, we have an opportunity to include music 
as we  sing our prayer responses and eventually sing the Lord’s 
Prayer to a beautiful melody.  I often recall the lyrics “There’s 
within my heart a melody” from the hymn of the same name.  Our 
hearts all have a melody! 
 
So, when it comes time to sing the prayer responses and the Lord’s 
Prayer, don’t be shy. Let it become part of your prayer.  Just sing 
the melody from your heart!    
 
 

Summer Worship Music 
 

With our one service at 9:30 a.m., our music rehearsals are slightly 

different.  Beginning, June 2, the assigned Cross Vision Team will 

meet at 8:15-8:45 am to prepare for worship.  Summer Choir 

meets 8:50 to 9:15 a.m.  This is a “drop-in” situation, rehearsing the 

anthem to be sung that morning. It is a fun opportunity to 

participate in worship!   If you have questions, please do not 

hesitate to call me at 402-571-1622. 

Musically Yours, 
Becky 

Centering Prayer 
Group 

Wednesdays   
1:40-3:00 pm  

 
Centering Prayer is a 

method to move beyond 

conversation with Christ 

to Communion with 

Christ and to hear His 

voice speak to us. This is 

a time of quiet listening 

and a short video. This is 

a practice that through 

listening to the Word of 

God, we can open our 

minds and our hearts to 

the Voice of God. The 

Centering Prayer Group  

meets in the Youth Room 

each Wednesday, 1:40—

3:00 pm.  
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Graduating Senior Spotlight 

Help us congratulate our 2019 seniors! 

Naomi Bybee is a graduate of Duchesne Academy of the Sacred Heart where 

she participated in swim team, cross country, volleyball, and film 

photography. Naomi is planning to attend the University of Nebraska at 

Omaha for her freshman year, transferring to the University of Nebraska at 

Lincoln her sophomore year. She plans to major in Forensic Science, and 

hopes to participate in intramural sports and be an active member of the 

Greek life.  

Delaney Dickens is a graduate of Bennington High School. During high school, 

she was a part of Skills USA, an AQHA Board Member, a NQHA Board 

Member, a NSBYA Board Member, and was a part of Student Government. 

Delaney is planning to attend Northeast Community College in Norfolk, NE 

where she plans to double major in Ag Business and Ag Communications. She 

hopes to get involved in Student Government and Leadership at Northeast. 

Christopher Grunke is a graduate of Millard North High School, where he was 

involved in swim team and athletic training. Christopher was also a member 

of National Honors Society and the German Club. This fall, Christopher will 

attend Loras College in Dubuque, IA, where he will be a member of the 

swim team and will major in Athletic Training. 

Ely Olson graduated from Omaha Northwest High School where he was a part of the 

baseball, golf, tennis, and cross country teams. Ely also was a part of the Winter Running 

Club, and the founder of the Polemic Society and Ping Pong Club. Ely is planning to attend 

the University of Nebraska at Lincoln, where he will major in Forensic Science. He hopes to 

be in the Forensic Club and participate in intramural sports.  

Lindsey Sinnett is a graduate of Omaha Northwest High School,  where she was the 

captain of the varsity soccer team. She was also a part of the powder puff football team, 

the Paw Squad, and the Mock Trial team. Lindsey will be attending the University of 

South Dakota in Vermillion, South Dakota, where she plans to major in Kinesiology and 

Sports Management. She also hopes to be a part of their competitive soccer intramurals.  
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Thank you for another wonderful year of Confirmation and Youth Group. Enjoy 
your summer, and we can’t wait to start again on September 4th, 2019! 

 

Upcoming  Summer Events/Deadlines 

Confirmation Summer Trip: June 23-27, 2019. Clear Lake, IA 

NE Synod Youth Mission Trip: July 7-13, 2019. Chicago, IL. 

 

Opportunities to Serve 

Music, Art & VBS Camp: All hands on deck! We need volunteers for group leaders, kitchen help, 

game leaders, before and after care helpers, and MORE! If you are available the week of July 15-

19—please consider helping with this super fun week! 

Henry Sukstorf is a graduate of Omaha North High school 

where he was in marching band, concert band, orchestra, 

jazz band, show choir and drumline. He will be attending 

Wayne State College in Wayne, NE, this fall, where he 

plans to major in Music. 

Ashley Taylor is a graduate of Burke High School where she 

participated in softball, swimming, newspaper, and was a member of 

Key Club. Ashley will attend Doane University in Crete, NE, this fall 

where she will be a part of the softball team and will major in Athletic 

Training.  

Congratulations to the rest of the 2019 Senior Class: Shelby Altstadt, Samantha Beck, Ben 

Dolezal, Alexandra Griswold, Nicolaus Henrich, Jack Lortz, and Delaney Schultz. 
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Table Grace Café 

nourishes hungry bodies 

and souls, and is 

supported by Holy Cross 

and other ELCA 

congregations. Table 

Grace serves great food 

to anybody who walks in 

their door, with no set 

prices, and no cash 

register! Patrons are 

instead asked to make a 

donation and encouraged 

to be generous. Diners 

who cannot pay may 

instead perform chores 

for the café. Table Grace 

also offers an internship.  

Those who enroll 

complete a two-week 

course in restaurant 

services and are then 

given job placement 

assistance. Table Grace 

also caters, so if your 

group wants to offer food 

for an event, please give 

them a call. We 

encourage everybody to 

stop by for lunch once in 

a while! Table Grace is 

located downtown at 

1611 Farnam St., and 

they’re open Mon. – Sat. 

from 11:00 am to 2:00 

pm.  

Sunday School Offering 

Our Sunday School Offering this year supported Table Grace Café, a 
community restaurant offering great food, prepared and served in a 
graceful manner, to ANYONE who walks through the door—
regardless of their ability or inability to pay.   

During the 2018-2019 Sunday School Year, we raised just under 
$300!  Great work Sunday School Kids! 

 

VBS, Music & Art Camp  
Join us for VBS, Music & Art Camp July 15-19! This camp is for Pre-
schoolers (half day) though 5th graders. We will spend our week 
learning about “A Love That Never Ends” as we walk through Old 
Testament stories together. Through the stories of Abraham, Israel, 
Ruth, Jonah, and Jeremiah, we will be reminded of God’s great love 
for us and our call to love others. Our days will be filled with Story 
Time, Outdoor Education, Music, Art, Science and MUCH more! 
Registration forms are available at the front desk, in the Narthex, or 
by email. Scholarships are available. Contact Kelsey for a registration 
form or if you are interested in volunteering: kelsey@hclchurch.com   
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Day-End   
Dough-Nation  

Program 
Holy Cross is fortunate 

to participate in the Day-

End Dough-Nation 

Program. We pick-up 

unsold bakery products 

each week. The bakery 

products are then used in 

our food pantry. We are 

proud that Holy Cross is 

a participant in this 

program. Kudos to 

Panera for not disposing 

of the unsold product, 

but rather giving it to 

people who need it. 

A special note of thanks 

to the owners of the 

Great Harvest Bread Co. 

for their generous 

donation of our 

communion bread. This is 

part of their ministry to 

several area churches in 

return for our faithful 

prayers for them and 

their employees. 

Omaha Storm Chaser Concessions 

Help us raise funds for the 2019 Youth Mission Trip and our 

future Reconciling in Christ events! We will be working Storm 

Chaser baseball concessions on the following days, and need 

your help! 

Wednesday June 5th 

Wednesday July 3rd 

Sunday September 1st 

Sign up on the back wall in the Narthex to join us for a night at 

the ball field, raising funds for two important ministries of 

Holy Cross! 
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The Holy Cross Food Pantry is June 1 from 8:00 until 10:00 am and 
June 20 from 5:00 until 7:00 pm and July 6 from 8:00 until 10:00 
am and July 18 from 5:00 until 7:00 pm. Volunteers and coupons 
from the weekly newspaper ads are needed! Contact Dave 
Magnuson at davemagnuson@cox.net. 

 General Donation Needs: family size cereal, pasta in a can, 
stewed tomatoes, tomato sauce, mandarin oranges, peaches, fruit 
cocktail, pineapple and juice. 

 Volunteers needed to help out on pantry night. Please use the 
sign-up sheet located on the east wall of the Narthex. 

Holy Cross Food Pantry envelopes are available in the pew pockets 
for monetary donations.  

Because of the increasing need for pantry volunteers, Holy Cross 
members are now being asked to please sign up for pantry duty. 
There is a sign-up sheet in the Narthex. So, please use this 
opportunity to volunteer. Questions? Contact Dave Magnuson at 
davemagnuson@cox.net.  Thank you! 

Ministry Team 

Pastor Jim Killough 
PJKillough@gmail.com 
 
Pastor Heather Grell 
HeatherGrell76@gmail.com

  
Becky Jones 
Worship & Music 
Coordinator 
Becky@HCLChurch,com 
 
Kelsey Ellis 
Director of Faith 
Formation 
Kelsey@HCLChurch.com 
 
Kelley Kennedy 
Administrative Assistant 
Office@HCLChurch.com 
 
Ed Krueger 
Technology Technician 
ed@hclchurch.com 
 
Devon Fischer 
Bookkeeper 
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Dear Friends at Holy Cross: 
 
Together is grateful for your 
generous donation of $20.67 
on 3/25/2019. Your donation 
directly helps the individuals 
and families that utilize our 
services every day. Together’s 

Horizons Program moves households out of homelessness into safe, 
affordable housing and on towards self-sufficiency. Your gift helps 
Together provide the tools and resources needed to make this happen 
which includes case management, financial assistance, and referral 
support. Thank you for supporting our mission to prevent and end 
homelessness in our community. 
 
Sincerely, 
Michael Hornacek—President & CEO—Together 
 
 
 
Dear Holy Cross members, 
 
It is with great appreciation that I write to thank you for your support 
with the donations of bread and pastry items delivered to Project 
Hope, Inc. on May 8th. These items provide much needed aid to 
families who come to us for assistance and hope. 
 
Project Hope is proud that we are able to offer our clients food, 
clothing, and personal care items at no cost and in part that is because 
of the donations such as yours. Your generosity allows us to serve the 
hungry and those in need during difficult times. 
 
Thank you so much for choosing to support Project Hope and our 
mission. 
 
Blessing to you, 
Veda Keebler—Executive Director—Project Hope, Inc. 

Bulletin  
Announcements 

 

Information for the 
bulletin announcements 
are due in the church 
office by Wednesdays at 
noon. You may email 
information to 
office@HCLChurch.com.  
 

August 
Cross Currents  

Deadline 
 

Articles for the August 
Cross Currents 
Newsletter need to be in 
the church office by July 
20. You may email 
articles to 
office@HCLChurch.com.  
 

June/July Meetings 
 

Property Committee  
   June 11, 6:30 pm 
 

Finance Committee  
   June 16, 10:45 am 
   July 14, 10:45 am 
 

Publicity Committee   
   June 17, 6:30 pm 
   July 15, 6:30 pm 
 

Council Meeting  
   June 18, 6:30 pm 
   July 16, 6:30 pm 
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Council 
 

 

Alicia Glesne 
   President    
   Term: 2017-2019 
 

Chris Hancock 
   Finance Committee 
   Term: 2017-2019 
 

Josi Lawton 
   Property Committee 
   Term: 2017-2019 
 

Jerry Wajda 
   Vice President 
   Term: 2017-2019 
 

Tracey Duke2  
    Council Secretary 
   Term: 2018-2020 
 

Eric Gitt 
  Endowment/Memorial Gifts 
  Term: 2018-2020 
 

Lindsey Kreber 
   Fellowship Committee 
   Term: 2018-2020 
 

Dennis Schwieger  
   Property Committee 
   Term: 2018-2020 
 

Sarah Duncan 
   Food pantry 
   Term: 2019-2021 
 

Alan Gift 
   Outreach 
   Term: 2019-2021 
 

Kelli Joseph 
   Outreach 
   Term: 2019-2021 
 

Elizabeth Yearwood 
   Publicity Committee 
   Term: 2019-2021 
 

Barb Kay#  
   Treasurer 
   Council Appointed 
 

Ed Krueger#  
   Financial Secretary 
   Council Appointed 
 

 

# Non-Voting Member 
2 Serving 2nd Consecutive Term 

Helping People “Gets Us Somewhere”  
 

“An eminent executive delivered a speech to a class of high school 
seniors. ‘Before I close,’ he said, ‘I would like to know what your 
goals in life are.’ He pointed to a young man in the first row and 
asked, ‘What’s yours?’ 
 
“The young man answered, ‘I’m not exactly sure, but I would like to 
try and get somewhere.’ 
 
“‘Does everyone agree?’ queried the executive. 
 
Everyone raised their hands except one young woman. “And what 
is your goal?” 
 
“‘Well,’ the girl answered shyly, ‘I would like to try to be of help to 
someone rather than just get 
somewhere….’ 
 
“‘Young woman, with that philosophy, you can’t help but get 
somewhere,’ the executive concluded.” 
[Bureau of Business Practice, Inc.] 
 
When we live life to its fullest, we live it in self-giving, not self-
getting. And the highest form of self-giving is spiritual commitment 
to Christ and His causes. We do that in many ways, but one of the 
most important of these is with our financial resources. 

As of April 30, 2019 & 2018 

 2019 2018 

Beginning Balance  1,819 721 

Monthly Expenses (April) (33,731) (32,472) 

Monthly Income (April ) 33,202 35,696  

Income (Deficit) as of the end of April  1,290 3,945 
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May Council 
Highlights 

  
 The Council set the 

date for the 2020 
Annual Meeting for 
January 26, 2020.  

  

 The 2017 Audit was 
received by the 
Council. 

 

 

 

Pop Machine  

We have a pop machine 

located in the Sunday 

School wing hallway. 

Besides soda options, 

there is also a 100% 

Juice option. All 

beverages cost 50 cents. 

Please remember to 

recycle your empty cans 

or bottles. 

Cyber Seniors & Tech Help Tuesdays at Do Space  

Do Space is a non-profit technology space located at 7205 Dodge St 
in Omaha. We have free programs for all age levels, as well as access 
to computers, high speed internet, and more! For more information 
please visit http://dospace.org Have questions about your phone, 
email, or Facebook? Can’t figure out how to download an app? Do 
Space can help! Do Space has a couple of fantastic programs that 
allow adults to sit down one-on-one with a volunteer and navigate 
technology challenges in a relaxed and non-judgmental environment. 
Tech Help Tuesdays meets from 6:30PM to 8PM every Tuesday and 
Cyber Seniors meets from 9AM to Noon every Wednesday. These 
programs are completely free. You do not have to be an Omaha 
resident to attend.  

 

 

 

Campus Ministry 
 
If you know of a 2019 high school graduate who is planning on 
attending any Omaha metro area college or university this fall, would 
you please let them know we have an active campus ministry called 
"NEMO" for undergraduates.  We have students from UNO, MCC, 
College of St. Mary's, and Iowa Western U. We meet weekly during 
the academic year and focus on Bible study, fellowship, service 
projects, fun events, and building community.   
 
Please ask recent graduates (or their families) to reach out to Omaha 
Metro Campus Ministry Pastor Jim Holthus at lootrn@hotmail.com 
and let us know a phone # to reach out to the student or an e-mail 
address to write them a note.  He can also be reached at 218-760-
2028. 

http://dospace.org
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Flood Relief Event 
 

Thrivent is hosting a Flood Relief Event  of Service with Fremont 
Area Habitat for Humanity and Orphan Grain Train on Thursday, 
June 6,  9:00 am - 3:30 pm. Types of work include yard clean-up, 
basement clean-up, and more skilled projects like painting, mold 
remediation, and even installing drywall, flooring, or appliances. 
For more information call (402) 496-0909 . 
 

 
The River City Mixed Chorus  

 
The River City Mixed Chorus has helped Holy Cross celebrate our 
decision to become a Reconciling in Christ congregation over the 
past two years.  The Chorus is also having a celebration this year - 
it is the 35th anniversary of the choir and 50th Anniversary of the 
Stonewall Uprising, which led to the modern LGBTQ civil rights 
movement.  On Saturday, June 15th, you are invited to join them 
at the Holland Performing Arts Center for a very special concert to 
celebrate these two milestones. They'll pay tribute to iconic artists 
from Broadway, film and the pop charts who have impacted the 
LGBTQ+ community over the last 30 years and also present a 
special, co-commissioned piece "Quiet No More." And, to top off 
this wonderful evening of entertainment, they're throwing a free 
after-show dance party in the Holland Center lobby. Go to 
www.rcmc.org to find a link to tickets. If you have any questions, 
please contact Deb Manning.   

 
 

Red Cross Blood Drives 
 

Type O Blood Emergency!! Right now, the Red Cross has less than 
a two-day supply of type O blood available for emergency rooms—
where it can be most critical. This is a true patient emergency!  All 
those who come to give blood or platelets will receive a $5 
Amazon.com Gift Card via email, through June 10. While type O is 
critically needed, platelet and blood donors of all types are urged 
to give now to help trauma patients and others who depend on 
lifesaving blood products. Schedule your appointment by 
contacting Tenia Wagner at 402-493-0174 for Maplewood United 
Methodist’s Blood Drive on Sunday, June 2, from 9 to 2:30.  
 

 

 

 
 

The Men’s Book Study 
meets the 2nd Tuesday 
each month at 7:15 pm. 

We are reading “The 
Apostle: A Life of Paul” 

by John Pollock. For 
information, contact 

Mike McDonald at 402-
598-3384 or 

mike.mcdonald@cox.net 

http://www.rcmc.org
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Habitat for Humanity 2019 

The family that we are building for is Ahmed and Zahra. They have 
three children and speak Arabic.  

 
The 2019 site is located at 3019 Pratt Street in Omaha. 
 

Construction kickoff will be Saturday, July 27th 2019. There will be 
a site celebration around 10am. Please feel free to stop by, see the 
build site, and meet Ahmed and Zahra.  
 

Volunteer sign-up can be accessed online at https://tinyurl.com/
faithfulbuilders2019. The construction schedule can be found on 
this link and will also be posted in the Narthex.  
 

Scheduled work days include July 27th; August 3rd, 9th, 10th, 17th, 
24th, and 31st; September 27th and 28th; October 11th, 12th, 19th, and 
26th. The dedication day is TBA. 
 

Holy Cross food day will be Saturday, August 17th. We will be 
providing and serving snacks and launch for the on-site construction 
volunteers. Sign-up sheets will be posted in the Narthex. If you sign 
up to bring food, you can leave it in the kitchen the night before. 
 

Want to help out, but you don’t have the time or physical ability? 
Habitat is always accepting donations to fund their mission to 
provide decent housing for all people. To donate, individuals can 
write a check to Habitat for Humanity with Holy Cross Lutheran 
Church in the memo, or visit https://habitatomaha.org/ways-to-
give/, select “Designate Your Gift to a Specific Project, Build or 
Service Area”, and then select the Faithful Builder Coalition and 
type in Holy Cross Lutheran Church. Any donations are welcomed 
and appreciated! 
 

For more information, contact Kiah Shaw at kiah.shaw@gmail.com 
or 402-881-2936.  

 
 

WELCA Care Kits  

Friendly reminder that 
WELCA will once again 
be collecting personal, 
baby, and school kits in 

the fall. Watch upcoming 
sales and specials at local 

stores to help support 
this wonderful cause.  

https://tinyurl.com/faithfulbuilders2019
https://tinyurl.com/faithfulbuilders2019
https://habitatomaha.org/ways-to-give/
https://habitatomaha.org/ways-to-give/
mailto:kiah.shaw@gmail.com


 

- 14 - 

Faith Journey Statements 
On May 5, at the 11:00 worship service, five of our youth affirmed their baptism and were 
confirmed. Each of the confirmands read their Faith Journey Statements as part of the worship 
service. Here are the 2019 confirmands Faith Journey Statements: 
 
Harper Duke 
My Faith Journey began the moment I was baptized. My mom has helped me on my Faith Journey 
by teaching my Sunday School, VBS and confirmation classes and always supporting me at church 
since I was a baby. My grandma taught me what it means to volunteer and help out your community 
and she always encourages me to go out and volunteer whenever I can. 
 

Conformation gave me the opportunity to volunteer over the past three years even more. Working 
with the food pantry, helping out with VBS, working on the Living Nativity and the Block Party or 
going to Youth Emergency Services, showed me something that I wouldn’t see anywhere else. 
Serving others has helped me in my Faith Journey by teaching me the importance of service work 
and has opened my eyes to helping others who don’t have as much as I do. Confirmation helped me 
get a better understanding of my faith and where I want to be. 
 

I loved going to camp like Camp Carol Joy Holing.  These weeks allowed me to be with other people 
that I didn’t know but shared the same ideas about our faith.  The summer youth trips were a part of 
my journey also and really secured the bonds with the friends I’ve made over the years here at Holy 
Cross. It was great to be with people from my church and learn and talk about our faith in a fun 
environment. 
 

In the future I see myself going to the Sr. High trips and continuing with Youth Group. I also will 
continue to attend church and volunteer for the many outreach programs. This is my Faith Journey.  
 
Alexander Howatt 
I attended Sunday School when I was in Pre School and early grades. When I was nine, my Dad 
passed away. After that my Mom read Bible Story books to me at home. My grandparents came to 
stay with us during the school year. My Grandmother is always there for me. My Grandfather 
usually takes me to confirmation and talks to me about God. 
 

I enjoy movies, especially Disney, but we also watch some Bible mini series shows often during the 
holidays of Christmas and Easter. It was my Dad’s tradition to watch the Ten Commandments, the 
one with Charlton Heston and Yul Brynner. My Dad always called it watching “Moses”.  We still do 
this every year during Easter. 
 

As I became involved with Confirmation I got to know Pastor Jim better. He has been kind and 
patient to me. My Mom helps me with homework and preparing for confirmation class. My sister 
Hannah and my brother Michael are always singing and music is a big part of our lives. 
 

About a year ago my mom married Troy Kuhlman. He has become an important part of our lives and 
he helps me enjoy life better with things like karaoke. 
I feel at home at Holy Cross.  My whole family takes part in the services and church activities.  
Thank you for helping my faith in God and Jesus grow. 
 

About a year ago my mom married Troy Kuhlman. He has become an important part of our lives and 
he helps me enjoy life better with things like karaoke. 
 

I feel at home at Holy Cross.  My whole family takes part in the services and church activities.  
Thank you for helping my faith in God and Jesus grow. 
 

          Continued on Next Page 
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Madelyn Kreber 
My Faith Journey has impacted my life tremendously. It has made me a better sister, daughter, and 
friend. My parents are mostly to thank for me getting confirmed today. They have taught me even 
from a young age that God is important. We have always attended church as a family and 
confirmation was just one more step in my Faith Journey.  
 

Pastor Jim has also been alongside me the whole way. You can tell he puts in a lot of effort into his 
teachings for Wednesday night and always has new activities for us to try. I have made friends with 
most of my peers in confirmation, which encourages me to go every week and made the year go by 
so much faster. 
 

Cooking meals for YES, acolyting on Sunday mornings, helping get the food pantry organized, and so 
much more has taught me the importance of helping others. Serving others has become something 
that’s natural for me. I’m attending the mission trip to Chicago in July and I’m also excited to serve 
others in that aspect to.  
 

My Faith Journey is far from over and I plan on continuing it through my high school years by going 
to Youth Group on Wednesdays and helping in my church community. Thank you.  
 
 
 
 
Peyton Lawton   
My Faith Journey started when I was baptized. When I was younger, I remember going to church 
every Sunday and being excited to go to Sunday School. I remember my first day of confirmation. I 
was scared at first because I was with the big kids and I thought it was more serious, but I found that 
it was fun and I got to see my friends. We always did fun activities and of course we learned about 
God, but PJ always tried to make it fun. Even when I didn't necessarily want to go to confirmation, 
I'm glad that my mom made me because I always ended up having a good time.  
 

Church trips are also something that helped shape my Faith Journey. I will always remember my first 
church trip. Even though we weren't excited to help clean or paint or whatever we had to do, we still 
had a good time and were able to find the good in it. I had such a fun time and it created a lot of 
special memories.  
 

We also did a lot of other things like make blankets, help with the food pantry, and did food drives. 
Things like that weren't always what we wanted to do, but it taught me to help and be kind to others 
that aren't as fortunate.  
 

As my Faith Journey continues, I will go to church as often as I can and go to Youth Group.  
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Myah Toscano  

I believe that a huge part of my Faith Journey has been the people who have helped me. People like 
my friends and family have had a huge influence on my outlook on life, and helped me through my 
Faith Journey. Whether it was by cracking jokes or keeping me focused, they played a huge part on 
how my Faith Journey turned out. I'm happy to say that they're here with me today to help me 
celebrate my confirmation. 

One of the more influential moments in my Faith Journey was when I went on a Mission Trip a few 
years ago. When I was there, I got to meet a lot of new people and help out around the 
neighborhood. It really helped me see how nice it was to be able to help people, even if it was just by 
doing everyday things, like gardening or watching kids. Serving others has had a huge impact on me as 
well. It's helped me see the importance of giving up my time to talk to others, even though I'm a 
normally shy person. 

In church, I've always liked the sermons. Even though it seemed like I wasn't listening, I liked to hear 
the different stories that the Bible tells, and how we interpret them. There are so many everyday 
lessons that the Bible teaches us, like to be kind, or to put your faith into something that you believe 
in. I think that the sermons helped me understand how to think about the world in a better light. 

I plan to continue my Faith Journey by continuing to help others. I'll also continue to go to the high 
school group.  I really hope to make a change in the world by spreading kindness in others. 
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Office Hours 
 

The church office hours 
are Monday through 
Friday 9:00 am to 4:00 
pm. The church staff 
meets at 2:00 pm on 
Tuesdays for a staff 
meeting so the phones 
will not be answered at 
that time and will go to 
voicemail. 
 
Occasionally, the staff 
will have lunch offsite, so 
please call before coming 
over the lunch hour to 
make sure someone is 
here. If you need access 
to the church at other 
times, please call and we 
will work with you to 
make other 
arrangements. 

Bobby Fitzgerald………………………..6/3 
Larry Kennedy…………………………...6/4 
Elizabeth Yearwood…………………..6/4 
Blythe Buckley…………………………..6/5 
Paxton Howey…………………………..6/6 
Addison Plummer……………………...6/6 
Maxwell Adams…………………………6/7 
Samantha Beck………………………….6/8 
Deb Manning…………………………….6/9 
Jim Busboom…………………………….6/12 
Mercedes Dickens……………………..6/12 
Irene Schnack…………………………...6/12 
Harry Pitner……………………………...6/13 
Riley Duke………………………………..6/14 
Deborah Killough……………………..6/15 
Rebecca Schmidt……………………...6/16 
Shar Manning…………………………...6/17 
Christopher Schmidt…………………6/18 
Paula Sinnett…………………………….6/18 
Donna McCoy…………………………..6/19 
Nicolaus Henrich………………………6/20 
Gabe Poole……………………………….6/20 
Haley Olson……………………………...6/22 
Delaney Schultz………………………..6/23 
Mia Szymczak…………………………...6/25 
Marisa Gift………………………………..6/27 
Barb How………………………………....6/27 
Tricia Taylor……………………………...6/29 
Aaron Perilo……………………………...6/30 
Debra Renken…………………………...6/30 
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Trevor & Bonnie Fitzgerald………………...6/2 
Jim & Kathleen Busboom…………………..6/5 
Jerry & Kelli Joseph…………………………...6/7 
Bob & Debra Krueger………………………...6/7 
Alan & Marisa Gift……………………………...6/9 
John & Sharon Wineman…………………...6/9 
Rick & Debra Renken…………………………6/11 
Walter & Chris Roberts……………………...6/12 
Chuck & Danna Plummer…………………..6/13 
Dennis & Cynthia Schwieger……………..6/13 
Jim & Peg Schneider………………………….6/14 
Mike & Paula McDonald…………………….6/14 
Jerry & Trish Wajda…………………………..6/17 
Brett & Heather Grell………………………..6/26 
Virgil & Charlene Pilger……………………..6/26 
Brett & Lindsay Thomsen…………………..6/27 
John & Elaine DeBoer……………………….6/30 
Kenny & Laurie McCreery………………...6/30 
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Volunteer schedule for July will be sent at a later date. Thank you for your patience! 
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Easton Larson…………………………………..7/1 
Jonathan Wellsandt………………………….7/3 
Dawn Awerkamp……………………………...7/4 
Jerry Joseph……………………………………...7/4 
Brooke Leaders………………………………….7/4 
Emma Leaders…………………………………..7/4 
Jan Swanson……………………………………..7/5 
Sharolyn Beck………………………………….7/7 
Chad Duke……………………………………….7/7 
Gwen Wellsandt……………………………….7/10 
Peyton Lawton…………………………………7/12 
Andrew Henrich……………………………….7/13 
Paul Magistretti………………………………...7/14 
Marilyn Hansen………………………………..7/15 
Stevie Hansen………………………………….7/16 
Harrison Glesne………………………………..7/18 
Norm Choat……………………………………..7/19 
Mike Henrich…………………………………...7/19 
David Howard………………………………….7/20 
Darcy Schultz…………………………………..7/20 
Ella Krueger……………………………………..7/21 
Whitney Slezak…………………………………7/21 
Aubrianna Schmidt…………………………...7/22 
Kylie Dickens……………………………………7/23 
Megan Davis……………………………………..7/24 
Becky Jones……………………………………...7/25 
Lindsey Kreber………………………………….7/26 
Troy Schnack…………………………………….7/27 
Troy Taylor………………………………………..7/29 
Rebecca Evans…………………………………..7/31 
Melissa Howey………………………………….7/31 

Weston & Terri Grunke…………………...7/2 
Eric & Jen Gitt………………………………….7/7 
Matt & Sarah Larson………………………..7/7 
Dave & Linda Kohrs………………………...7/25 
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