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We model Jesus’ radical love by embracing all. Created in God’s image, you  
are welcome at Christ’s table with us regardless of your ethnicity, sexual 

orientation, gender identity, marital status, age, ability, or life circumstances.  

A Reconciling in  

Christ Congregation 

4117 Terrace Drive  • Omaha, NE 68134  •  402-571-1622  •  www.HCLChurch.com 

United by Christ, we reflect God’s love 
through joyful service to all people. 

CROSS CURRENTS 
Holy Cross Lutheran Church Newsletter 

Sunday Schedule 
Sunday Worship 8:30 & 11:00 am 

Sunday School 9:45 am 
Adult Forum 9:45 am 

 

November 3 - Elijah at Mount Carmel (All Saints) 
 1 Kings 18:17-39, Mark 9:2-4  
 Adult Forum— Future of Holy Cross 

 

November 10 - Hosea 
        Hosea 11:1-9, Mark 10:13-14 

Adult Forum— Future of Holy Cross 

 

November 17 - Isaiah’s Vineyard Song 
 Isaiah 5:1-7; 11:1-5, Mark 12:1-3 
 Adult Forum— Future of Holy Cross 

 

November 24 -  Josiah’s Reform 
2 Kings 22:1-10, [11-20], 23:1-3 Luke 24:30-32 
Adult Forum — Future of Holy Cross 
 

 

Wednesday Evening Schedule  
 

6:00 pm   King’s Kids Choir 
6:00 pm   Confirmation Part 1 

6:30 pm   Youth Worship 
7:05 pm   Confirmation Part 2 

7:05 pm   Radical Ringers 
7:05 pm    Youth Group 
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All Saints Sunday 
November 3 

This year, we remember and give thanks for the following two 
members of our church family who have died this past year:  
 

Ida Ehlers and Marv Magistretti.  
 
The two white roses on the altar this Sunday are in honor of these 
saints of Holy Cross. 
 

 
Thanksgiving Eve Worship 

Wednesday, November 27  at 6:30 pm 
Join us for pie and coffee in the Fellowship Hall following the 
service. If you can provide a pie, please see the sign-up in the 
Narthex.  (The office will be closed Thursday & Friday, November 28 
and 29.) 
 

 

Hanging of the Greens 
Sunday, December 1  at 9:30 am 

You are invited to help decorate church for the Advent season. 
During the worship service we will decorate the tree and the rest of 
the Sanctuary. After the service, we will finish decorating the rest of 
the church building by hanging wreaths, setting the poinsettia tree 
up and other traditions. Please plan on joining your church family to 
help ready the church for the coming Messiah.  
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6th Annual  

Holy Cross  

Fall Craft Fair!   
6th Annual Fall Craft Fair 

is Saturday, November 

16, from 9:00 am to 3:00 

pm. This event is a 

fundraiser for the Holy 

Cross Youth!  Please find 

the event on Facebook 

by searching “Holy Cross 

Fall Craft Fair” and share, 

share, share!   

 

 

 

Pop Machine  

We have a pop machine 

located in the Sunday 

School wing hallway. 

Besides soda options, 

there is also a 100% 

Juice option. All 

beverages cost 50 cents. 

Please remember to 

recycle your empty cans 

or bottles. 

 

Sit, Chat, and Finish That! 

Friday, November 1 

4:00 to 10:00 pm 

Are you in need of some time to finish a craft project? Would 
you like to get a head start on writing Christmas cards? Do 
you need a night to yourself to journal, color or doodle? Join 
us for an evening of crafting, chatting, and finishing projects 
on Friday, November 1, from 4-10 pm. Bring your friends, 
supplies, your own drinks, and a snack to share! Come and go 
as you please - a soup dinner will be served around 6:00 pm. 
Sign up in the Narthex so we can plan food accordingly. 
Questions? Contact Kelli Joseph at kjose123@cox.net or 
Kelsey Ellis at kelsey@hclchurch.com. 

Community Christmas Celebration 
Sunday, December 8 

5:00 to 7:00 pm 
 

It’s a Chili, Cinnamon Rolls, Crafts, and Singing Carols kind-of-a
-night!  Children and adults alike will have the opportunity to 
make Christmas crafts while the rest of the family enjoys chili,  
cinnamon rolls, decorating cookies, and singing carols.  This 
free event for the community hosted by Holy Cross takes place 
from 5:00 p.m.-7:00 p.m.   
 
We are looking for donations of your delicious chili and 
cinnamon rolls for that night.  A sign-up sheet will be available 
in the Narthex.  This is a community event and will be 
advertised as such.  Invited your friends.  Invite your neighbors.  
Invite your community!  

mailto:kjose123@cox.net
mailto:kelsey@hclchurch.com
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All Saints Day 

What a Wonderful Way to Celebrate Life! All Saints Day is November 3.  It 
is a day to remember, reminisce, and celebrate our loved ones.  Recently, 
my Aunt Margie and Uncle Johnny (siblings of my mother) died within six 
days of each other.  Now, it is time to reminisce about them.   

My Aunt was one of the overseers of a plantation in South Carolina.  My 
family would show up to visit, and she would be coming in off the deer 
stand with the deer in the back of the Jeep.  There were times I saw her 
walk out of the chicken yard carrying the dead rattle snake.  If she didn’t 
have a gun, a big stick would do.  Aunt Margie would drive us around the 
plantation in a Jeep-all in first gear, sometimes second gear, hitting every 
unavoidable hole in the dirt road.  Ouch.  I held on for dear life for over the 
side of the Jeep were alligators floating in a pond looking at you like 
dinner.  Best of all, my aunt made me a pan of cheese biscuits every time I 
went down.  She knew I liked them  

Uncle Johnny let me stay out until 10:00 pm at night helping him graft 
camellia trees. It was so hot and miserable, but I didn’t care.  It was okay 
that my legs and arms were eaten up by platter-size mosquitoes. Uncle 
was, also,  a collector. I would follow him fearlessly through the overgrown 
cornfields (Yes, there were rattlesnakes.  I was told to be careful. HA!) 
picking up arrowheads and pottery.  His collection would be analyzed by 
the University of South Carolina and then donated to the museum in 
Hampton, S.C.  The artifacts are so invaluable that a monetary values 
could not be put on them.  What a legacy.  

Though I miss my loved ones, I have been left with so many memories that 
make me smile.  What a wonderful way to celebrate life! 

 

December 8 Music for Community Meal 

Wouldn’t it be nice to present our musical and theatrical talent as guests 
and members come to share a community meal?  That could be YOU!  
During the 5-7:00 pm event on Sunday, December 8, there will be 
continuous music (or readings of Christmas poems, stories, etc.  There will 
be caroling and ringing of the bells by Carolon Bell Choir.  No audition is 
required.  I just need the name of your piece and if you are singing, 
playing, or reading.  A sign-up sheet is now available in the Narthex.  (5th 
grade and under performers will play at the 5-5:30 pm slot.)  

 

 
Musically yours, 
 
Becky Jones  

The PrayGround  

The PrayGround is on 
the south side of our 
Sanctuary and is 
intended for children  
pre-school and under to 
have their own space to 
enjoy worship. We 
encourage parents 
whose children are in the 
PrayGround to sit on that 
side of the Sanctuary so 
they can supervise.  

Holy Cross  

Tee-Shirts  
Tee-Shirts are available 

for purchase. Each shirt 

is $10. Please ask any 

staff member for 

assistance. 
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Junior High 

Confirmation Schedule 

November 6: Worship Planning 
November 13: Other Religions 
November 20: Pantry Prep 
November 27: Thanksgiving Eve Worship—No Confirmation 
 

Mark Your Calendars! The Nebraska Synod Middle School 
Gathering will be held January 11-12 at Carol Joy Holling. 
Registrations have been sent to parents. Please return them to 
Kelsey by Sunday November 10th.  

Senior High 

November 16th—Fall Craft Fair The sign up sheet has been 
emailed out for our annual Craft Fair! All funds raised from vendor 
fees go to the Youth Fund, so please help if you can! 

 

This year in youth group, we are focusing on REST. High School can 
be overwhelming, busy, and just plain tiring. Homework, sports, 
tests, reading, college applications—the demands seem never 
ending, and it can get stressful and hard to deal with sometimes. 
Each Wednesday will be a chance for us to check in with one 
another, have conversations about where God is in the midst of all 
the chaos, and maybe even participate in restful, mindful activities 
and exercises to calm our minds and hearts.  

 

Opportunities to Serve 

Food Pantry—Nov 2 & Nov 21: Our food pantry serves the 
community the 1st Saturday and 3rd Thursday of every month, and 
they could use your help! If you have a couple free hours from 
8:00—10:00 am on Nov 2 or 5:00-7:00 pm on Nov 21, come by 
church to lend a hand! You can sign up to help on the back wall of 
the Narthex.  

Worship Assistants:  If you are interested in living your faith by 
helping lead worship on Sunday mornings, please chat with Kelsey! 
We would love to have our youth serve as Assisting Ministers, 
Communion Assistants, Greeters, Readers, and Projection. 

Centering Prayer 
Group 

Wednesdays   
1:40-3:00 pm  

 
Centering Prayer is a 

method to move beyond 

conversation with Christ, 

to Communion with 

Christ, and to hear His 

voice speak to us. This is 

a time of quiet listening 

and a short video. This is 

a practice that through 

listening to the Word of 

God, we can open our 

minds and our hearts to 

the Voice of God. The 

Centering Prayer Group  

meets in the Youth Room 

each Wednesday, 1:40—

3:00 pm.  
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“See what love the Father has given us, that we should be 
called children of God; and that is what we are.” 

-1 John 3:1 
 

Sunday School Schedule 
November 3: Fire from Heaven 

November 10: God’s Beloved Children 
November 17: Israel, God’s Vineyard 
November 24: Josiah Finds the Scroll 

 
Sunday School Offering 

Our church is in the midst of conversations about immigrants, 
refugees and what we can do to help welcome them. This year, 
our Sunday School offering will be going to Lutheran Family 
Services to aid in Refugee Reception and Placement.  
 
Nebraska’s refugee population has mainly come from Southeast 
Asia and Vietnam, the former Soviet Union, Bosnia, the Middle 
East and Africa. LFS helps resettle these refugees in Omaha and 
Lincoln.  
 
Thank you in advance for your offering to Lutheran Family 
Services! 

 
 
Communion Education 
Starting this month, Pastor 
Heather will be making her 
rounds to each Sunday 
School class for 
Communion Education. 
Parents are welcome to 
attend these classes, but 
not required (except for 
the PreK class—parents are 
encouraged to attend if 
they can) . Each class will 
meet in the Cross Center.  
Here is the schedule: 
-Nov 10: PreK 
-Nov 17: K-2nd 
-Nov 24: 3rd-5th 
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Day-End   
Dough-Nation  

Program 
Holy Cross is fortunate 

to participate in the Day-

End Dough-Nation 

Program. We pick-up 

unsold bakery products 

each week. The bakery 

products are then used in 

our food pantry. We are 

proud that Holy Cross is 

a participant in this 

program. Kudos to 

Panera for not disposing 

of the unsold product, 

but rather giving it to 

people who need it. 

A special note of thanks 

to the owners of the 

Great Harvest Bread Co. 

for their generous 

donation of our 

communion bread. This is 

part of their ministry to 

several area churches in 

return for our faithful 

prayers for them and 

their employees. 

Adult Forum 
 

What is the Future of Holy Cross? I realize this may sound a little 
dramatic, however, I think it is a question we must be asking. At our 
last Council meeting and during worship on October 27, I shared 
some surprising and disturbing statistics concerning the future of the 
church. (By “church”, I mean the broader church, specifically the 
ELCA.) Those statistics, and their ramifications, will lead us to 
discussing what we can do, and what we are willing to do in 
response. Please plan to join us for the Adult Forum throughout 
November as we discuss the future of Holy Cross. Adult Forum 
takes place between worship services, 9:45 to 10:45 in the 
Fellowship Hall. 
 

Men’s Book Study 
  

The Men’s Book Study meets the 2nd Tuesday each month at 7:15 
pm. We are reading “The Apostle: A Life of Paul” by John Pollock. 
For information, contact Mike McDonald at 402-598-3384 or 
mike.mcdonald@cox.net 
 
 

Holy Cross Midweek R & R Schedule 
 

6:00-6:25 pm  Confirmation (6th-8th grade) 
6:00-6:25 pm  King's Kids Choir (Pre-k-5th grade) 
6:00-7:30 pm  Adult Bible Study 
6:30-7:00 pm Youth Worship (All are welcome) 
7:05-7:30 pm Confirmation (6th-8th grade) 
7:05-7:30 pm Radical Ringers (K-5th grade) 
7:05-8:00 pm Youth Group (9th-12th grade) 
 
 

Holy Cross is now Recycling!  
 

We have begun working with Hillside Solutions who is providing 
weekly or biweekly pickup of the following materials: glass, 
cardboard & paper, plastic & metal, energy bags (soft plastics/
styrofoam/etc.), and landfill. Separate receptacles for each of these 
materials are located throughout the building and are each clearly  
labeled.   
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The Holy Cross Food Pantry is November 2 from 8:00 until 10:00 
am and November 21 from 5:00 until 7:00 pm. Volunteers and 
coupons from the weekly newspaper ads are needed! Contact 
Dave Magnuson at davemagnuson@cox.net. 

 General Donation Needs: family size cereal, saltine crackers, 
pasta in a can, pasta sauce, stewed tomatoes, tomato sauce, 
mandarin oranges, peaches, fruit cocktail, pineapple and juice. 

 Volunteers needed to help out during the pantry. Please see 
below for information on signing up to volunteer. 

Holy Cross Food Pantry envelopes are also available in the pew 
pockets for monetary donations.  

We are now using Sign-Up Genius to help coordinate our Pantry 
Volunteer shifts. Here is the link to sign up to volunteer—  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040B4BA8AD2BA13-
pantry 

Questions? Contact Dave Magnuson at davemagnuson@cox.net 
or Kelley Kennedy at office@hclchurch.com.  Thank you! 

 

Did you know, our food pantry served 76 families with 251 
individuals in the month of October!  Way to go Holy Cross! 

 

Table Grace Café 

nourishes hungry bodies 

and souls, and is 

supported by Holy Cross 

and other ELCA 

congregations. Table 

Grace serves great food 

to anybody who walks in 

their door, with no set 

prices, and no cash 

register! Patrons are 

instead asked to make a 

donation and encouraged 

to be generous. Diners 

who cannot pay may 

instead perform chores 

for the café. Table Grace 

also offers an internship.  

Those who enroll 

complete a two-week 

course in restaurant 

services and are then 

given job placement 

assistance. Table Grace 

also caters, so if your 

group wants to offer food 

for an event, please give 

them a call. We 

encourage everybody to 

stop by for lunch once in 

a while! Table Grace is 

located downtown at 

1611 Farnam St., and 

they’re open Mon. – Sat. 

from 11:00 am to 2:00 

pm.  

Turkey Sign-Up 

Have you noticed, there is a Turkey in the Narthex?!?!  
Thanksgiving is just around the corner and we are hard at work 
planning our Thanksgiving Pantry on November 21. We need your 
help!  We are looking for Turkey donations. If you can donate a 
turkey, please check out the Turkey and the sign up sheet in the 
Narthex. Each turkey should weigh 10 to 15lbs.  Please plan on 
bringing your turkey to church beginning November 19 but no 
later than 2:00 pm on November 21. Thank you for your 
continued support!  
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Holy Cross Lutheran Church  Book Ministry  

The new “library” is open. Take a book. Leave a book in the donation basket. It does not have to be 

the same book. Keep checking back, as what is available will change frequently. We are also hoping 

to put a “Little Free Library” out in front of the church. We are looking for volunteers to help us build 

and place this little library. Let us know if you are interested in joining us in this ministry.  

Happy Reading! 

Book Ministry Coordinators – Jonathan Wellsandt & Deb Killough 

 

Lutheran Disaster Response  (LDR)- Hurricane Dorian  

Hurricane Dorian has hit with devastating force, leading to major damage and a growing number of 
deaths in the Bahamas. With your support, LDR can provide survivors with immediate relief and can 
accompany them on the long road to recovery. Your gifts designated for “Hurricane response” will be 
used entirely (100%) for direct response until it is complete.  

Omaha Campus Ministry Updates 
 
COLLEGE STUDENTS in the Omaha area:  Go on Facebook and ask to join our group:  NeMO 
(Nebraska Ministry-Omaha) for updates on our events, calendars, etc.  We meet every Thursday 
evening at St. Timothy Lutheran Church on 93rd & Dodge from 7:00 - 8:30.   This fall we are also 
inviting Creighton students to join us in the Skutt student center two Sunday evenings each month 
and post that schedule on the NeMO FB group. 
 
YOUNG ADULTS working in the Omaha area:  Go on Facebook and ask to join the group:  "God & 
Grads".  We love to hang out at Spielbound, play trivia at Farnam House, and go out for late night 
appetizers at Applebee's. 
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Council 
 

 

Alicia Glesne 
   President    
   Term: 2017-2019 
 

Chris Hancock 
   Finance Committee 
   Term: 2017-2019 
 

Josi Lawton 
   Property Committee 
   Term: 2017-2019 
 

Jerry Wajda 
   Vice President 
   Term: 2017-2019 
 

Tracey Duke2  
    Council Secretary 
   Term: 2018-2020 
 

Eric Gitt 
  Endowment/Memorial Gifts 
  Term: 2018-2020 
 

Lindsey Kreber 
   Fellowship Committee 
   Term: 2018-2020 
 

Dennis Schwieger  
   Property Committee 
   Term: 2018-2020 
 

Sarah Duncan 
   Food pantry 
   Term: 2019-2021 
 

Alan Gift 
   Outreach 
   Term: 2019-2021 
 

Kelli Joseph 
   Outreach 
   Term: 2019-2021 
 

Elizabeth Yearwood 
   Publicity Committee 
   Term: 2019-2021 
 

Barb Kay#  
   Treasurer 
   Council Appointed 
 

Ed Krueger#  
   Financial Secretary 
   Council Appointed 
 

 

# Non-Voting Member 
2 Serving 2nd Consecutive Term 

 
How to Live a Meaningful Life 

Many Americans live with two opposite feelings. On one hand, 
they want to experience meaning and purpose in their lives. On the 
other hand, they often feel that they are running on empty. 

In his classic novel, Les Miserables, Victor Hugo tells us how to 
eliminate that second feeling. The bishop befriends Jean Valjean 
and gives him lodging. Valjean repays that kindness by stealing the 
bishop’s valuable candlesticks. After the bishop reports the theft, 
the police magistrate questions Valjean in the bishop’s presence. 
As the interrogation progresses, Valjean seems headed for jail. At 
that point, the bishop unexpectedly retracts his charges and offers 
a plausible reason for why the candlesticks are missing. 

Jean Valjean is amazed. When he and the bishop are alone, he says, 
“Why did you do that? You know I am guilty.” The bishop replies, 
“Life is for giving.” 

Why do churches receive an offering in their worship services? 
Some people say, “Because the church needs the money.” That is 
only part of the answer. Even if a wealthy benefactor fully 
underwrote our congregation’s expenses, we would still need to 
provide people with the opportunity to give an offering in our 
worship services. Weekly giving teaches us—and reminds us 
because we keep forgetting—that life without unselfish giving is life 
without meaning and purpose. 

Victor Hugo is right. Life is for giving. 

As of September 30, 2019 & 2018 

 2019 2018 

Beginning Balance (end of August) (2,787) (9,344) 

Monthly Expenses (September) (34,546) (35,045) 

Monthly Income (September) 29,604 33,796 

Income (Deficit) as of end of September (7,729) (10,593) 
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Oct. Council Meeting 
Highlights 

 The Council will 
recommend some minor 
changes to Endowment 
Board bylaws at the 
Annual Meeting.  

 The Council appointed 
Wendy Brenner, Chris 
Hancock, Mike 
McDonald and Julie 
Noteman to the 
Nominating Committee.  

 The Council appointed 
Ryan Buckley, Chris Ellis 
and Troy Schnack to the 
Audit Committee. 

WELCA Update 
WOW! Saturday the 19th, The Woman of the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church volunteers assembled 40 personal care and 20 
baby care kits for Lutheran World Relief. They are now boxed 
and ready for shipping!  
 
Many thanks to the youth group for their work in assembling and 
packing the school care kits last week and to all who donated 
money and items. Special thanks to the WELCA ladies for 
organizing this every year and spending many hours assembling 
and completing inventory year after year! 
 
In past years, these kits made their way to far-away places like 
Africa, Mauritania and Honduras, to help those in need.  
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Ministry Team 

Pastor Jim Killough 
PJKillough@gmail.com 
 
Pastor Heather Grell 
HeatherGrell76@gmail.com

  
Becky Jones 
Worship & Music 
Coordinator 
Becky@HCLChurch.com 
 
Kelsey Ellis 
Director of Faith 
Formation 
Kelsey@HCLChurch.com 
 
Kelley Kennedy 
Administrative Assistant 
Office@HCLChurch.com 
 
Ed Krueger 
Technology Technician 
Ed@Hclchurch.com 
 
Devon Fischer 
Bookkeeper 
 
 

Habitat for Humanity Update 

Dedication: 

Please note the upcoming Faithful Builder home dedication on 
Saturday, November 9 at 10:00 am at 3019 Pratt St. We hope you 
are able to join! 

 

 Volunteer Appreciation Event: 

Also on Saturday, November 9 is our annual Volunteer Appreciation 
event. This year will be at Baxter Arena from 5:00-9:00 pm. We 
appreciate everything you do alongside our team, and want to say 
thank you! Join us as we cheer on our volunteers AND the UNO 
Mavericks Hockey Team! Admission for you and a guest is on us 
when you reserve your spot (first come, first served).  To reserve 
your tickets, please visit https://oss.ticketmaster.com/aps/uno/EN/
promotion/home.  We’ll have open ice skating on the Mavs practice 
rink and food/drinks starting at 5 PM. Awards will be given out 
during a brief program at 6:30 p.m.  

 

https://oss.ticketmaster.com/aps/uno/EN/promotion/home
https://oss.ticketmaster.com/aps/uno/EN/promotion/home
https://oss.ticketmaster.com/aps/uno/EN/promotion/home
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Bulletin  
Announcements 

 

Information for the 
bulletin announcements 
are due in the church 
office by Wednesdays at 
noon. You may email 
information to 
office@HCLChurch.com.  
 
 
 

December 
Cross Currents  

Deadline 
 

Articles for the 
December Cross 
Currents Newsletter 
need to be in the church 
office by November 20. 
You may email articles to 
office@HCLChurch.com.  
 
 

November Meetings 
 

Finance Committee  
   Nov 17, 12:15 pm 
 

Publicity Committee 
   Nov 19, 6:30 pm 
 

Council Meeting  
   Nov 19, 6:30 pm 



 

- 14 - 

Office Hours 
 

The church office hours 
are Monday through 
Friday 9:00 am to 4:00 
pm. The church staff 
meets at 2:00 pm on 
Tuesdays for a staff 
meeting so the phones 
will not be answered at 
that time and will go to 
voicemail. 
 
Occasionally, the staff 
will have lunch offsite, so 
please call before coming 
over the lunch hour to 
make sure someone is 
here. If you need access 
to the church at other 
times, please call and we 
will work with you to 
make other 
arrangements. 

Harper Schaefer ..................................... 11/1 
Jacque Petersen ..................................... 11/3 
Joe Evans ................................................. 11/5 
Elaine Hanson ......................................... 11/5 
Ely Olson .................................................. 11/7 
Madison Wajda ...................................... 11/8 
Andrew Westenburg ............................. 11/8 
Bradley Yearwood ................................. 11/9 
Richard Klabunde ................................... 11/10 
Jonah Adams ........................................... 11/11 
Isabelle Bissell ......................................... 11/12 
Sharon Kelley .......................................... 11/12 
Tracey Duke ............................................ 11/13 
Chris Ellis ................................................. 11/13 
Emersen Ellis ........................................... 11/13 
Sienna Gift ............................................... 11/14 
Al Thomsen ............................................. 11/14 
Delores Altstadt ..................................... 11/16 
Ashley Lawton ........................................ 11/16 
Alexandria Petersen .............................. 11/16 
Margaret Black ....................................... 11/19 
Madelyn Kreber ..................................... 11/19 
Cynthia Schwieger ................................. 11/20 
Phyllis Choat ........................................... 11/21 
Sophia Kennedy ..................................... 11/23 
Wendy Brenner ...................................... 11/26 
Judy Howard ........................................... 11/28 
Geno Roberts .......................................... 11/28 
Dean Bissell ............................................. 11/30 
 

Josh & Akemi Adams ............................. 11/1 
Andrew & Anne Schmidt ...................... 11/30 
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