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We model Jesus’ radical love by embracing all. Created in God’s image, you  
are welcome at Christ’s table with us regardless of your ethnicity, sexual 

orientation, gender identity, marital status, age, ability, or life circumstances.  

A Reconciling in  

Christ Congregation 

4117 Terrace Drive  • Omaha, NE 68134  •  402-571-1622  •  www.HCLChurch.com 

United by Christ, we reflect God’s love 
through joyful service to all people. 

CROSS CURRENTS 
Holy Cross Lutheran Church Newsletter 

Sunday Schedule 
Sunday Worship 8:30 & 11:00 am 

Sunday School and Adult Forum 9:45 am 
 

March 1: First Last and Last First—Mark 10:17-31 
  Pray Ground Meeting  
 

March 8: Following Jesus—Mark 10:32-52 
         Red Cross Blood Drive 
 

March 15: Cleansing the Temple - Mark 11:12-23 
  Adult Forum—Moving into the Future 
  

March 22: Conflict with the Scribes - Mark 12:28-34, 38-44 
  Adult Forum—Moving into the Future 
 

March 29: Jesus is Anointed—Mark 14:1-11 
  Adult Forum—Moving into the Future 

 

 

Wednesday Evening Schedule  
 

6:00 pm   King’s Kids Choir 
6:00 pm   Confirmation Part 1 

6:30 pm   Lenten Worship 
7:05 pm   Confirmation Part 2 

7:05 pm   Radical Ringers 
7:05 pm    Youth Group 

 

Mid-Week Lenten Worship 
Wednesdays, 6:30 - 7:00 pm, Holden Evening Prayer 
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Ministry Team 

Pastor Jim Killough 
PJKillough@gmail.com 

 
Pastor Heather Grell 

HeatherGrell76@gmail.com

  
Becky Jones 

Worship & Music 
Coordinator 

Becky@HCLChurch.com 
 

Kelsey Ellis 
Director of Faith 

Formation 
Kelsey@HCLChurch.com 

 
Kelley Kennedy 

Administrative Assistant 
Office@HCLChurch.com 

 
Ed Krueger 

Technology Technician 
Ed@Hclchurch.com 

 
Devon Fischer 

Bookkeeper 
 

Mid-Week Lenten Worship 
During the five Wednesdays of Lent, March 4 through April 1, we 
will have worship during its regular time slot, 6:30 to 7:00 pm. We 
will be using Holden Evening Prayer, with communion, as our liturgy. 
The rest of the Wednesday evening programming (confirmation, 
King's Kids Choir, and Radical Ringers) will take place as usual. 
 

Easter Egg Hunt  
Mark your calendars for Saturday April 4th at 10:00 AM for our 
annual Easter Egg Hunt! If you’d like to help with the event, please 
sign up on the back wall in the Narthex. Under the sign-up sheet, 
you’ll find baggies of empty Easter eggs that need filled. If you are 
willing, please take a bag and fill them with prepackaged candy or 
small toys (toddler appropriate). Clearly label your bag CANDY or 
TOY, and return them by March 29th. Questions? Contact Kelsey at 
kelsey@hclchurch.com. 
 

Prayer Vigil/Labyrinth 

In the past during Holy Week, there has been an opportunity to 
participate in an all-night Prayer Vigil and walk the Prayer 
Labyrinth.  However, it takes someone with a passion to organize 
these self-led activities.  Are you that person?  Please contact Becky 
or Pastor Jim here at Holy Cross, 402-571-1622, to let us know if 
you would like to take the lead.    

 
Adult Education 

Sunday Morning Adult Forum  
 

March 1: No Adult Forum due to Pray Ground meeting. 
March 8: No Adult Forum due to the Blood Drive. 
March 15, 22 & 29: We will continue the discussion we started back 
in November regarding reaching unchurched people, the secular age 
we live in, and how to adjust our ministry as we move into the 
unknown future. 
 

The Adult Forum takes place between worship services, 9:45 to 
10:45 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall.  
 

BUNCO Is Back!  
Join us Sunday, March 15 in the Fellowship Hall.  Everyone is invited 
for an evening of fun, food and shenanigans!  Bring an appetizer or 
dessert to share. Food begins at 5:00 pm. We will play Bunco from 
5:45 to 8:00 pm.  What the Narthex for a sign-up sheet soon.  
 

Lutheran Disaster Response  (LDR) 
With your support, LDR can provide survivors with immediate relief 
and can accompany them on the long road to recovery. Your gifts 
designated for “Hurricane response” will be used entirely (100%) for 
direct response until it is complete.  

mailto:kelsey@hclchurch.com
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Pop Machine  

We have a pop machine 

located in the Sunday 

School wing hallway. 

Besides soda options, 

there is also a 100% 

Juice option. All 

beverages cost 50 cents. 

Please remember to 

recycle your empty cans 

or bottles. 

 

 

 Election of Officers: 
Alicia Glesne was 
elected president. 
Jerry Wajda was 
elected vice 
president. Tracey 
Duke and Eric Gitt 
were elected to the 
Executive 
Committee. 

 
 Plans for the Council 

Retreat on March 20 

& 21 were discussed. 

  Dear Holy Cross Endowment Fund: 
 

Greetings to all from Nebraska Lutheran 
Campus Ministry! And Thank You for 
helping us to serve Christ by serving 
others through your support and prayers. 
We received your generous gift of $425 

for those we serve together. Thank you to all of Holy Cross—your 
prayers and support are a blessing in the lives of all we serve 
together.  
 

Sincerely, 
 

Jon Fredricks—Executive Director Nebraska Lutheran Campus 
Ministry, Inc 
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We Can Make A Difference 

Aldi Food Market is where, it seems, I am met with life and thought 
provoking challenges and my “ah-ha!” moments. (I find it strange, 
also!)  This time, it was in the parking as I was loading my car with 
groceries.  A man approached me and asked me for one dollar to 
help him with a bus ticket.  The person asking me for a dollar was 
the same person that asked me the same question over a month 
ago while I was shopping at another store in the area. I remembered 
him, but he did not remember me.    
 

Recollecting our previous encounter, I noticed that he had the same 
hat, coat, and worn shoes.  I don’t know his story, but I will make an 
assumption that he was homeless. This time, I did not have a dollar. 
As he turned to leave, I asked if he was in need of food.  He said he 
was not.  Honestly, I would have walked back in, taking him with 
me, and bought him groceries.  However, he said that he did not 
need food.   
 

Still, I felt there was something else to do.  I opened my purse, 
pulled out my business card, and wrote down our pantry times here 
at Holy Cross.  A line of communication had been opened.  He 
asked where we were located, and I gave him directions.  I, also, 
told him to tell his friends.  I spoke to him not as a homeless person, 
but just as a person---no adjectives needed.  Initially, he seemed 
confused because I doubt that anyone ever engaged him (especially 
in a parking lot) in conversation.  
 

My “ah-ha!” moment was how our actions make a difference.  
Rather than being dismissive, I gave information out on the Food 
Pantry Ministry here at Holy Cross that continues to touch and 
reach out to many in the community.  So, rather than giving 
something up for Lent, I have challenged myself to be more about 
action and less about words:  If I am going to “talk the talk”, I better 
“walk the walk!”  I am proud of Holy Cross Lutheran.  I am proud of 
the people that make Holy Cross Lutheran Church a community in 
which I want to belong.   I leave you with the lyrics to this song… 
 

We can make a difference.  We can make a change.  
We can make the world a better place. 

We can make a difference.  We can make a change.   
We can make the world a better place. 

Shine on through the rain! 
 

Musically yours, 
 

Becky Jones  

The PrayGround  

The PrayGround is on 
the south side of our 
Sanctuary and is 
intended for children  
pre-school and under to 
have their own space to 
enjoy worship. We 
encourage parents 
whose children are in the 
PrayGround to sit on that 
side of the Sanctuary so 
they can supervise.  

Holy Cross  

Tee-Shirts  
Tee-Shirts are available 

for purchase. Each shirt 

is $10. Please ask any 

staff member for 

assistance. 
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Junior High 

Confirmation Schedule 

March 4: Revelation 21 & 22 
March 11: Open 
March 18: Pantry Prep 
March 25: Open 
 

Senior High 

Easter Breakfast: Mark your calendars for Sunday April 12th! The 
high school youth group will serve our annual Easter Breakfast in 
between services. Assignments will be send out later this month! 
 

Youth Group Coffee Break 

Do you need a break from homework? Want to connect with your 
youth group friends quick before the weekend? Stop by the 
Scooter’s Coffee at 102nd & Maple on Fridays any time between 
3:00 and 4:30 PM, and Kelsey will buy you a coffee! 

Summer Trip 

Registrations for our 2020 Jr/Sr High Summer Trip to Lake of the 
Ozarks were due Feb 23rd. Keep an eye out for further information 
regarding our trip!  

Pancake Man 

Thank you to everyone who donated to or helped with our Silent 
Auction & Pancake Man fundraiser! We raised $2,275 for the Youth 
Fund! THANK YOU! 

Opportunities to Serve 

Food Pantry—March 7 & March 19 Our food pantry serves the 
community the 1st Saturday and 3rd Thursday of every month, and 
they could use your help! If you have a couple free hours from 
8:00—10:00 am on March 7 or 5:00-7:00 pm on March 19, come by 
church to lend a hand! You can sign up to help on the back wall of 
the Narthex.  

Worship Assistants:  If you are interested in living your faith by 
helping lead worship on Sunday mornings, please chat with Kelsey! 
We would love to have our youth serve as Assisting Ministers, 
Communion Assistants, Greeters, Readers, and Projection. 

Centering Prayer 
Group 

Wednesdays   
1:40-3:00 pm  

 
Centering Prayer is a 

method to move beyond 

conversation with Christ, 

to Communion with 

Christ, and to hear His 

voice speak to us. This is 

a time of quiet listening 

and a short video. This is 

a practice that through 

listening to the Word of 

God, we can open our 

minds and our hearts to 

the Voice of God. The 

Centering Prayer Group  

meets in the Youth Room 

each Wednesday, 1:40—

3:00 pm.  
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“See what love the Father has given us, that we should be 
called children of God; and that is what we are.” 

-1 John 3:1 
 

Sunday School Schedule 
March 1: First Last and Last First 

March 8: Following Jesus 
March 15: Cleansing the Temple 

March 22: Conflict with the Scribes 
March 29: Jesus is Anointed 

 
Sunday School Offering 

Our church is in the midst of conversations about immigrants, 
refugees and what we can do to help welcome them. This year, 
our Sunday School offering will be going to Lutheran Family 
Services to aid in Refugee Reception and Placement.  
 
Nebraska’s refugee population has mainly come from Southeast 
Asia and Vietnam, the former Soviet Union, Bosnia, the Middle 
East and Africa. LFS helps resettle these refugees in Omaha and 
Lincoln.  
 
Thank you in advance for your offering to Lutheran Family 
Services! 
 

Children’s Program 
Mark your calendar for our upcoming Children’s Program on April 
26th! The children of Holy Cross will lead worship at both 
services, and along with Kiah Shaw, will invite you to throw on 
your hard hats, pick up your hammer, and get to work!  There 
will be a rehearsal for the kids on Saturday (4/25) morning at 
10:00 am. 

Holy Cross Midweek 
R & R Schedule 

 
6:00-6:25 pm   
Confirmation (6th-8th) 
 
6:00-6:25 pm   
King's Kids Choir (Pre-k-5th) 
 
6:30-7:00 pm Lenten Worship 
(All are welcome) 
 
7:05-7:30 pm  
Confirmation (6th-8th) 
 
7:05-7:30 pm  
Radical Ringers (K-5th) 
 
7:05-8:00 pm  
Youth Group (9th-12th) 
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Scholarship Applications  
 

The Holy Cross Endowment Board is accepting applications for 
$500 college scholarships for HCLC members for the Fall 2020 
semester. 
 

In 1999, Mr. Cliff Moyer gave a substantial gift in memory of his 
wife, Martha, to support “outreach to the community.”  This gift, 
along with similar gifts is maintained in the Holy Cross Endowment 
Fund. This fund is used to benefit the missions of the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in America, the missions of Holy Cross Lutheran 
Church, other worthy causes, and scholarships for members of 
Holy Cross Lutheran Church. 
 

The purpose of this college scholarship is to remind the recipient of 
the love of Christ and their church family with the hope that it will 
encourage higher education, personal growth, witness of faith in 
Christ and service to others. 
 

Scholarship application forms can be obtained at 
www.hclchurch.com under the Endowment Board tab or paper 
copies are available in the office. Eligible applicants are encouraged 
to apply, and all applications must be received in the office on or 
before the deadline of Sunday, March 31. Questions? Please 
contact Walter Roberts at 402-468-4107 

The Holy Cross Food Pantry  

Holy Cross Food Pantry is March 7 from 8:00 until 10:00 am and 
March 19 from 5:00 until 7:00 pm. Volunteers and coupons from the 

weekly newspaper ads are needed! Contact Dave Magnuson at 
davemagnuson@cox.net. 

 General Donation Needs: family size cereal, saltine crackers, pasta 
in a can, pasta sauce, stewed tomatoes, tomato sauce, mandarin 
oranges, peaches, fruit cocktail, pineapple and juice. 

 Volunteers needed to help out during the pantry. Please see below 
for information on signing up to volunteer. 

Holy Cross Food Pantry envelopes are also available in the pew 
pockets for monetary donations.  

We are now using Sign-Up Genius to help coordinate our Pantry 
Volunteer shifts. Here is the link to sign up to volunteer—  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040B4BA8AD2BA13-pantry 

Questions? Contact Dave Magnuson at davemagnuson@cox.net or 
Kelley Kennedy at office@hclchurch.com.  Thank you! 

Bulletin  
Announcements 

 

Information for the 
bulletin announcements 
are due in the church 
office by Wednesdays at 
noon. You may email 
information to 
office@HCLChurch.com.  
 
 
 

April 
Cross Currents  

Deadline 
 

Articles for the April 
Cross Currents 
Newsletter need to be in 
the church office by 
March 20. You may email 
articles to 
office@HCLChurch.com.  
 
 

March Meetings 
 

 

Finance Committee  
    March 15, 12:15 pm 
 

Publicity Committee 
   March 17, 6:30 pm 
 

Council Meeting  
   March 21 
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Why Is Money So Dangerous?  

John Wesley said, “I fear, wherever riches have increased, 
(exceeding few are the exceptions) the essence of religion, the 
mind that was in Christ, has decreased in the same proportion. 
Therefore do I not see how it is possible, in the nature of things, for 
any revival of true religion to continue long. For religion must 
necessarily produce both industry and frugality; and these cannot 
but produce riches. But as riches increase, so will pride, anger, and 
love of the world in all its branches.” [Selections from the Writings 
of John Wesley, Herbert Welch, ed.] 

Ironic, isn’t it? The more God blesses us financially, the more 
difficult our decision to keep putting first in our lives the God who 
blesses us. What kinds of choices are you making with your 
money? 

As of January 31, 2020 & 2019 

 2020 2019 

Beginning Balance  00 00 

Monthly Expenses (January) 35,995 (33,949) 

Monthly Income (January) 36,209 28,639 

Income (Deficit) as of the end of January 214 (5,310) 

Council 
 

 

Tracey Duke2  
    Council Secretary 
   Term: 2018-2020 
 

Eric Gitt 
  Endowment/Memorial Gifts 
  Term: 2018-2020 
 

Lindsey Kreber 
   Fellowship Committee 
   Term: 2018-2020 
 

Dennis Schwieger  
   Property Committee 
   Term: 2018-2020 
 

Sarah Duncan 
   Food pantry 
   Term: 2019-2021 
 

Alan Gift 
   Outreach 
   Term: 2019-2021 
 

Kelli Joseph 
   Outreach 
   Term: 2019-2021 
 

Elizabeth Yearwood 
   Publicity Committee 
   Term: 2019-2021 
 

Alicia Glesne 
   President    
   Term: 2020-2022 
 

Peter Sukstorf 
   Term: 2020-2022 
 

Jerry Wajda 
   Vice President 
   Term: 2020-2022 
 

David Wellsandt 
   Term: 2020-2022 
 
 

Barb Kay#  
   Treasurer 
   Council Appointed 
 

Ed Krueger#  
   Financial Secretary 
   Council Appointed 
 

 

# Non-Voting Member 
2 Serving 2nd Consecutive Term 
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Office Hours 
 

The church office hours 
are Monday through 
Friday 9:00 am to 4:00 
pm. The church staff 
meets at 2:00 pm on 
Tuesdays for a staff 
meeting so the phones 
will not be answered at 
that time and will go to 
voicemail. 
 
Occasionally, the staff 
will have lunch offsite, so 
please call before coming 
over the lunch hour to 
make sure someone is 
here. If you need access 
to the church at other 
times, please call and we 
will work with you to 
make other 
arrangements. 

Michael Howatt……………………………….3/3 
Paula Breese……………………………………3/4 
Judy Glesne……………………………………..3/5 
Bonnie Fitzgerald…………………………….3/6 
Marie Pitner…………………………………….3/6 
Nadyne Millar…………………………………..3/7 
Bobbie Dawes………………………………….3/8 
Emma Evans……………………………………..3/9 
Grady Schultz…………………………………...3/9 
Sydney Hancock……………………………….3/11 
Deb Breitkreutz………………………………...3/12 
Andrew Schmidt………………………………..3/12 
Hannah Howatt…………………………………3/14 
Derek Schultz…………………………………….3/14 
D’Nae Simmons…………………………………3/14 
Brett Grell………………………………………….3/15 
Jack Lortz…………………………………………..3/15 
Michael Hansen…………………………………3/17 
Molly Rashleigh………………………………….3/19 
Sean Bridgeford………………………………….3/20 
Ashton Thomsen………………………………...3/22 
Bill Turley……………………………………………3/23 
Nicholas Dolezal………………………………….3/24 
Ashley Taylor………………………………………3/25 
Edie Nabity………………………………………….3/26 
Taylor Thomsen…………………………………..3/28 
Cindy Bridgeford………………………………….3/29 
Muriel Kuckler……………………………………..3/29 
 

 
 

Chris & Carissa Grunke………………………...3/13 
Dustin & Lisa Jones………………………………3/21 
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402-571-1622 
www.HCLChurch.com 


