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“God wants to give you a message. One minute is enough,” say the signs in Coxen Hole, Roatán, Honduras. Adults, youth and 
children of Emmanuel Episcopal Church hit the streets recently to stop vehicles and pedestrians for a moment of prayer. It turned 
out to be a spirit-filled mission that blessed many in the community. Read more about the mission in Roatán on page 7.
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One minute for God

How 
do you 
define 
youth ?
The definition  
of a synod youth 
delegate prompts 
debate in the  
diocese
By Gisele McKniGht

 
“i move that the constitution be 
amended to lower the age ceiling 
for youth delegates from 35 to 
25.”

This is the notice of motion 
put forth by the rev. Dan Mc-
Mullen, 26, who serves as priest 
in the Parish of upper kennebe-
casis and missioner to the ken-
nebecasis Valley. it will be dealt 
with at the next diocesan synod 
since it missed the constitutional 
deadline this year.

last year, synod approved a 
change that dropped the stan-
dard number of synod delegates 
from each parish from three to 
two.  
     The only way to maintain 
three delegates was for at least 
one of them to be a “youth.” it 
was an attempt to bring more 
youth into the decision-making 
process of the church.

last year’s synod then set the 
ceiling for this “youth” designa-
tion at age 35, which prompted 
a lot of debate and a vote of 138 
for, 118 against.

But in the intervening 12 
months, some people have ex-
pressed regret with that age defi-
nition. in fact, the dissatisfaction 

Bishop-elect dies in NL
By Gisele McKniGht 

The Diocese of western New-
foundland has suffered a great 
loss with the death of the Ven. 
John Meade, Bishop-elect. he 
died Nov. 29 at the age of 45. 

Meade was elected bishop 
in June 2017, but illness post-
poned his consecration. he was 
hospitalized throughout the fall 
as his health worsened. he was 
diagnosed with crohn’s dis-
ease as a child, but had been in 
remission. 

he had been executive arch-
deacon of the diocese, under 
Archbishop Percy coffin, for the 
past four years. 

Meade had big plans for the 
diocese, all built on his years as 
the executive archdeacon, ac-
cording to an Anglican Journal 
story published June 5 after his 
election.

“Being one with the folks and 
building up the congregations 
right from the pew on upwards, 

Bishop continued on page 2

The Ven. John Meade, left, and the Rev. Eli Evans enjoy dinner at St. 
John the Evangelist Church, Fredericton, during Provincial Synod held 
here in June 2015.
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Youth continued on page 2
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as opposed to from the synod 
office downwards…that is how i 
see things, and that is just really 
a continuation of a ministry that 
i have observed and been a full 
participant in,” he said after the 
election.

Meade was born in Port 

aux Basques in 1972, and at-
tended Memorial university and 
Queen’s college, from which he 
graduated in 1998 with a Mas-
ters of Divinity. 

he was ordained a deacon the 
same year. 

he leaves behind his wife of 
15 years, kelly; his mother; two 
sisters and one brother; many 

nieces and nephews; and a large 
circle of extended family, friends 
and colleagues.  
     his funeral took place at the 
cathedral of st. John the evan-
gelist, corner Brook, Nl on Dec. 
1, with burial at the Anglican 
cemetery in sally’s cove the fol-
lowing day. 

Meade had plans for the diocese

began at synod last year.
“The change in definition 

of youth delegate struck me as, 
with respect, only beneficial to 
large congregations wishing to 
add another delegate without 
sacrificing ‘life experience’ of 
their delegate,” said colton scott, 
18, from the Parish of hampton, 
in a story published after last 
year’s synod. “i believe anyone 
over 25 cannot accurately repre-
sent youth of the diocese.”  

Nat Fetter, who worships 
at christ church cathedral, 
agreed.

“i have questions about 
whether someone in their mid-
30s will be able to relate to and 
represent the concerns felt by an 
18-year-old accurately,” he said.

These concerns reached Dan, 
and through the year, he’s heard 
from many about the designa-
tion.

“i was having conversations 
with both youth and adults who 
thought this was odd,” he said. 

“They felt this amendment 
was, in itself, a way to avoid a 
major problem in the diocese, 
the problem being ‘we don’t have 
very many young people, so let’s 
change the definition of young 
people.’

“honestly, i felt there was 
some truth to that,” he said.

Dan’s motivation is not to 
rid the diocese of older “youth” 
delegates, stack a synod with 
teenagers or even get tied up 
in numbers. he’s on a different 
mission.

Debate over youth definition 
began during Synod 2016
Youth continued from page 1

Bishop continued from page 1

“i don’t really care that much 
about age, but i do care about 
hearing the voice of young 
people. we assume we know 
what young people think or we 
don’t ask them. god’s not done 
with them, and they’re not done 
with god. so this is a statement.

“This is on behalf of young 
people and youth leaders whom 
i have interacted with,” he said. 
“i haven’t met any young people 
or youth leaders who want to 
keep the age [ceiling] as is.”

it was after yet another 
conversation with young people 
recently that he was struck 
with the notion that he was in a 
position to do something about 
it. he could make a motion to 
change the age.

But by the time that thought 
struck him, it was too late for 
this year. constitutional changes 
require six weeks’ notice, and 

diocesan synod was five weeks 
away.

At first he was disappointed, 
“but i started to talk to people 
and pray about it. This way it 
gives all parties time to think 
and pray about it,” he said. 
“Maybe there’s even a better 
solution. There’s a lot of room to 
be creative.”

Dan is encouraged by the 
number of people behind him 
who have expressed their sup-
port.

“we started a Facebook group 
around this idea — and the buzz 
that was created! My phone was 
super busy over the next few 
days. 

“kids and lots of parents 
were contacting me. even clergy 
contacted me to say ‘what can i 
do to help?’”

Dan recalls attending a hugh 
halter mission lab in Moncton 
earlier this year, along with the 
bishop and several others from 
the diocese, that Dan recounts 
here.

“One thing has stuck in my 
head all this time. he said, ‘i 
don’t need church to be awe-
some for me anymore. i just 
need it to be awesome for our 
kids.’”

Dan believes that ultimately, 
his motion is for the betterment 
and the future of the diocese.

“i know this will hurt some 
parishes. i’m well aware of that. 
But at this point, i’m more 
focused on the king and his 
kingdom.”

Dan’s notice of motion will 
be voted on at the next Diocesan 
synod. 

“I haven’t met any young people or youth leaders 
who want to keep the age [ceiling] as is.”

The Rev. Dan McMullen

While many would agree the 2017 Diocesan Synod had a large number 
of youth delegates,  the Rev. Dan McMullen has proposed a motion for 
the next synod to lower the upper age of youth from 35 to 25. ABOVE: 
William Ross (Parish of Moncton), Matthew Snelgrove (Parish of 
Rothesay) and James Snelgrove (Parish of Riverview).  BELOW: The 
Rev. Terence Chandra, Jason Smith, Allyson Caldwell. 
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January 1 
Christ Church  
Cathedral, with 

bishop’s reception

January 7
Parishes of  

Waterford and  
St. Mark

January 14
Parish of East 

Saint John

January 27
Diocesan Council

January 28
Parish of  
Rothesay;

Ordination of 
James Appleton - 

Holy Trinity,  
Nasonworth

February 11
* Parish of the 

Nerepis  
and St. John

* Confirmation

t h e   b i s h o p ’ s   p a g et h e   b i s h o p ’ s   p a g e

p r i n c i p a l    
e n g a g e m e n t s

David Edwards is  
Diocesan Bishop of Fredericton.

Take a risk for God in 2018

WHEN YOU ... listen with all your heart • honour your elders • encourage young people to take over the church often and 

loudly • choose good over evil • welcome the stranger • write the government about the issues that matter • invite a  
co-worker to church • help your dad do housework • get messy with your Sunday school kids • say “Thank you Lord” 

and mean it • Tweet your blessings one by one • introduce your grandchildren to nature • read and share God’s 
word •   ...THEN YOU ARE LIVING THE MARKS OF MISSION  www.anglican.ca/marks

Annual reflection on stewardship

Michael Briggs

“Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, 
where moth and rust consume and where thieves break 
in and steal; but store up for yourselves treasures in 
heaven, where neither moth nor rust consumes and 
where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your 
treasure is, there your heart will be also. 

i am sure most of you will recognize the above 
words from Matthew 6. As i write this it is almost 
Advent and the start of a new liturgical year in 

the church. it is a time to reflect on the past year and 
look forward to the year to come.  
     By the time you read this christmas will have 
come and gone and 2018 will just be beginning and 
the start of a new calendar year where some of us 
make resolutions. 
     Jesus’ message is warning us not to worship money 
and become obsessed with it to the exclusion of our 
spiritual life. This is the core message in the book i 
referenced last month written by the Archbishop of 
canterbury.  
     in it he explores the need to make money serve 
grace, not mammon. yes, we all need a certain 
amount of money to live and plan for the future, but 

there is a balance between what we need, what we 
save and what we give. 

Are you storing up gifts in heaven by using your 
talent, time and treasures wisely? Advent was a time 
of reflection and anticipation as we awaited the birth 
of Jesus.  
     i hope that the New year will reinforce in you 
the realization that we should all use the gifts god 
has given us wisely. This is so important that Jesus 
references it in several parables so that the message is 
reinforced — the parable of the talents, the wise and 
foolish bridesmaids, the widow’s mite.  
     it is not the time nor amount that is important as 
we all have different gifts; what matters is that you 
give of yourself to the betterment of humanity by 
serving others as Jesus served others. what also mat-
ters is being generous with your treasures, whether 
it is to your own parish or diocesan initiatives or 
organizations like PwrDF. 

in closing i thank those parishes who invited me 
to speak to them in 2017 and i look forward to speak-
ing to more of you in 2018.
Michael Briggs is the diocesan stewardship officer. He 
lives in Moncton. 

Bishop David and the  
Diocesan Spiritual  

Development Team are 
recommending Bishop 
Bill Hockin’s new book 
“PRAY, Reflections on 
the Lord’s Prayer” for 

the 2018 diocesan 
Lenten study.  

The book includes five 
chapters, each with a  
reflection and group 
study questions. $10 
each, available at the 
Diocesan Synod Office

One of the important 
aspects of Judaism is 
that the people are 

instructed by god to remember 
the ways in which he has acted 
amongst them as a people.  
     This is done in various ways.      
The escape from egypt is often 
spoken of in the Psalms. They 
also have the great festivals of 
the year such as Passover, to re-
mind them of when god passed 
over their houses on the night 
the Angel of Death killed the 
first born egyptians, to persuade 
Pharaoh to let the people go.  
     Or Purim which celebrates 
the role of Queen esther in stop-
ping the killing of the Jews in 
Babylon. 
     At this time of year many of 
us spend time reflecting upon 
the past year and perhaps think-
ing about what is to come. Too 
easily we forget to recall god’s 
part in our lives and to be thank-
ful for his provision.  
     During the last few months i 
have been made aware of many 
of our parishes where, both indi-
vidually and corporately, people 
have been reaching out into the 

communities around them. 
     Many of us are involved in 
helping with breakfast programs, 
assisting foodbanks, enabling 
sports events to go ahead and 
volunteering at service clubs. 
The list is endless. 
     One of the most remarkable 
events of the last 12 months in 
our diocese is the decision of 
Mission church in saint John to 
return to its roots in the up-
town.  
     when Bishop Medley found-
ed the mission, he faced much 
opposition from some existing 

parishes, but he had a determi-
nation to see a different type of 
ministry, which would reach out 
to the poor and marginalized in 
the city.  
     when the re-development 
of the city took place in the late 
1960s and early 1970s, the site 
of the old building, on Paradise 
row, disappeared into the new 
highway. The congregation 
moved to a new building in Mil-
lidgeville and was amalgamated 
with st. clement’s.  
     we could spend a great deal 
of time debating the merits of 
the move and we certainly know 
that for many years the new 
church served the community in 
which it was set.  
     But early in 2017 it became 
clear that ministry could no 
longer be sustained in the exist-
ing buildings. A great deal of 
heart searching went on among 
the congregation, and after 
considering several alternatives, 
including closure, they decided 
to move to the Outflow Men’s 
shelter building on waterloo 
street.  
     in a sense it was a decision 

which looked to the past and 
pointed to the future. we cannot 
tell whether this move will lead 
the congregation to thrive. we 
must pray that it does.  
     what it shows is that a small 
group of faithful people can 
seek god and be willing to take 
a risk.  
     As we go into the New year 
i ask each one of us to consider 
taking a risk for god. One of the 
ways we can do that is to com-
mit ourselves to being a blessing 
to others as we travel through 
our daily lives. 
     it is not always an easy thing 
to do, but when we look back on 
2018, we will be able to celebrate 
the faithfulness of god as we 
have been faithful to him.    
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A soldier 
and a priest

By Gisele McKniGht 

This year, the rev. Major 
Dwayne Bos, senior base chap-
lain at 5cDsg gagetown, spent 
christmas with his wife, Peggy, 
and their five children.

But it’s hard not to think 
about christmas 2009, which 
he spent deployed in kandahar 
city, Afghanistan.

“i was right in the middle of a 
city that appears to be in biblical 
time,” he said, adding he was the 
only christian cleric for miles.

it was an eventful celebration. 
half-way through the christmas 
eve service, a huge explosion 
rocked the region, “and 70 per 
cent of the congregation dashed 
out,” he said.

They were members of the 
Quick reaction Force, respond-
ing to an attempted prison break 
in the city. 

his preferred carol to end 
christmas eve services, Silent 
Night, was a bit of a stretch that 
evening. 

THe CallinG
Maj. Bos, from the water-

loo region of Ontario, began 
his New Brunswick posting in 
July. he’s been in the canadian 
Armed Forces for 20 years. 
Besides a Masters of Divinity, he 
earned a BA in social develop-
ment services and is a graduate 
of huron college. he is one of 
about 200 military chaplains in 
the regular Forces. 

The call to be both a priest 
and a soldier is a unique one and 
it began with a stint as a student 
chaplain while in the reserves. 

he was the rector of a small 
parish in the Diocese of hu-
ron while in the reserves until 
deciding that full-time ministry 
within the canadian Armed 
Forces was the right path for 
him.

“i was looking for ministry that 
engaged young people and i wasn’t 
sure i was called to parish ministry 
because of the age,” he said. 

it was a good decision, he 
said.

“The diversity of what the 
military will throw at you in a 
day, the potential to assist people 
in need — internationally or 
domestic — being able to walk 
with soldiers and talk about 

Meet Major Dwayne Bos

their faith and spirituality” is 
what confirms that decision.

he made the move to the 
regular Forces in 2004 with a 
posting to shilo, Manitoba. After 
his deployment to Afghanistan, 
he served again in shilo, then 
Borden, and most recently, 
to the cFsuO, the canadian 
Forces support unit Ottawa, 
where he was chaplain to the 
National Defence headquarters 
until last summer. 

“here my job is team leader 
for 12-13 chaplains in the regu-
lar Forces,” he said. “The pri-
mary role is the spiritual fitness 
and wellness of the canadian 
Armed Forces personnel and 
their families. 

“we are one of the few, if 
not the only military trade that 
ministers to both the family and 
the solider.”

Among his duties — provid-
ing religious advice to the chain 
of command. As the senior 
chaplain on the base, he spends 
a good deal of time on adminis-
trative tasks, but he still has the 
opportunity for pastoral care. 
he takes his turn along with all 
the chaplains conducting regular 
services. The base has two cha-
pels. 

CHaPlainCY PROGRaMS
“One of our key chaplaincy 

programs is the sentinel pro-
gram,” said Maj. Bos. 

it trains willing volunteer 
soldiers on how to listen to oth-
ers and keep watch for those in 
distress, pointing them to the 
proper resources. 

Military chaplains are pos-
sibly more relevant than ever 
these days, with deployments 
to regions of the world where 
religion plays a huge role in both 
the culture and the conflict. 

To address this, chaplains 
are now involved in religious 
Area Assessment and religious 
leader engagement, two addi-
tions to the chaplaincy role.

“religion will have a ma-
jor impact in any place we go 
into,” he said, adding the rAA 
involves chaplains researching 
the religious makeup of the the-
atre and briefing soldiers before 
deployment.

“we believe preparing sol-
diers can help with their spiri-

tual resiliency and better prepare 
them for the mission.”

The rle program is in-the-
atre and is much more hands-
on.

“it allows chaplains to build 
up a relationship with the local 
religious authorities, to build a 
culture of trust, with the intent 
to help the mission,” he said. “it’s 
also made very clear that it’s not 
for gathering intelligence. it’s a 
way to build bridges.”

Both programs were in their 
infancy when he was in Afghani-
stan.

his time in Afghanistan in 
2009-10 was with the Provincial 
reconstruction Team, deployed 
with 2PPcli (Princess Patri-
cia’s canadian light infantry), 
mostly responsible for infra-
structure building. They linked 
with local officials to find what 
they needed, including schools, 
wells and so on — nation-build-
ing projects, he called them.

it was during his seven 
months there that canadian 
journalist Michelle lang was 

killed while reporting on the war 
in Afghanistan on Dec. 30, 2009. 

she died with four soldiers 
when they hit a roadside bomb. 
several other deaths followed, 
and it was a particularly trying 
time for canadian soldiers, Maj. 
Bos included.  

eaSTeR in aFGHaniSTan
easter 2010 was a treat in 

Afghanistan. he used a nearby 
palm tree to make authentic 
palm crosses and he still has his 
in a scrapbook. 

he also presided over an au-
thentic seder meal with about 40 
soldiers. This symbolic meal is 
borrowed from the Jewish tradi-
tion of Passover and leads up to 
the eucharist.

“i booked off a section of the 
kitchen tent and we celebrated 
the seder meal with real lamb, 
naan bread, bitter herbs, salt wa-
ter,” he said, adding the kitchen 
officer was most helpful. 

The easter vigil service, 
though, was memorable for an-
other reason. The Major’s chapel 

was right next to a helicopter 
pad, and as he was setting up for 
the service, a huge amount of 
activity was going on at the pad.

“President [hamid] karzai, 
president of Afghanistan, arrived 
a half-hour before i started the 
easter vigil service,” he said.

Any hope of a quiet vigil was 
dashed with the president’s sud-
den visit to the base. even so, the 
major was humbled to have been 
able to observe and celebrate 
Advent, christmas, lent and 
easter in a country that looks an 
awful lot like a biblical setting, 
though not one that particularly 
reveres the saviour.

“if not for these walls, what i 
was doing would not be permit-
ted,” he recounted of his time 
there.

All things considered, Major 
Bos is enjoying his career as 
both a solider and a priest. 

“Being able to celebrate key 
events in our church calendar 
is quite unique in terms of the 
setting and what we’re able to 
provide our soldiers,” he said. 

The Rev. Major Dwayne Bos is the senior chaplain at 5CDSG Gagetown and an Anglican priest who, before 
joining the Canadian Armed Forces full time, served in the Diocese of Huron. 

mcknight photo
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A d v e n t    T a l k s 

Hockin, Craig lead Advent Talks for 17th year

Dr. Barry Craig, left, and retired Bishop Bill Hockin, above, speak during 
Advent Talks on Dec. 4 and Nov. 27. mcknight photos

By Gisele McKniGht 

last year, retired Bishop Bill 
hockin had to sit out his own 
Advent Talks program due to 
knee replacement surgery. This 
year he returned to applause as 
he began his talk Nov. 27 at the 
crowne Plaza in Fredericton.

each year at this time, he and 
the rev. Dr. Barry craig present 
Advent Talks over three Mon-
days in Advent. 

A large crowd always turns 
up to hear their short talks on 
various aspects of christmas. 
This year’s program was called 
“A christmas reset — Finding 
the DNA of the holiday sea-
son,” and the first talk was called 
“A serious walk Down stable 
street.” 

The following Monday Dr. 
craig presented “reading the 
Magi Diaries.” The final week, 
Bishop Bill returned with “Per-
fect People Need Not Apply.” 

“it’s been 17 years since we 
began this,” Bishop Bill said on 
Nov. 27, adding the talks have 
been held in The Playhouse, the 
New Brunswick sports hall of 
Fame and the crowne Plaza.

he began by talking about 
what he calls the broken Bethle-
hem connection as a product of 
a secular society. 

“Most of us love christmas,” 
he said, citing the get togethers, 
gift-buying, eating and family.

But some have severed the 
connection to Bethlehem, or 
had it severed by others through 
rough times or maybe unpleas-
ant christmas memories. 

he recalled a store cashier 

wearing a santa hat, prompting 
him to comment.

“is that comfortable?” he 
asked, pointing to her hat.

her response: “i hate the 
thing. i hate all it stands for and 
i can’t wait for it to be over.”

she is like a desperate pris-
oner in an isolation cell, who 
finally hears tapping on the wall, 
he said. it’s the key to freedom, 
but the problem is, she’s forgot-
ten the code. she’s lost her con-
nection to Bethlehem. 

Bishop Bill spoke on four 
points found on stable street: 
the story of Bethlehem; miracles 
in our lives; gratitude; and a set 
of values to live by. 

“Things changed with the 
coming of a baby in Bethlehem 
— a new seed of goodness and 
the value of human life is born. 
it started on stable street,” he 
said.

god asked cain: ‘where 
is your brother?’ his answer, 
after killing Abel, was, ‘Am i my 
brother’s keeper?’

“god doesn’t say it, but he 
probably would have said, 
‘darned right, you are!’” said 
Bishop Bill.

he quoted a globe & Mail 
piece last christmas by athe-
ist Arthur cockfield, a Queens 
university professor who noted, 
genuinely, the birth of Jesus for 
the “lasting and positive impres-
sion he’s had on my heritage 
and value system…christ’s life 
stands as a template for accep-
tance, tolerance and generosity.”

But christian values are 
nothing without action, said the 
bishop, quoting New Brunswick 

novelist and now sen. David 
Adams richards who said, 
“Nothing diminishes humanity 
more than intelligence without 
compassion.” 

Bishop Bill spoke of an inci-
dent last spring in the Toronto 
subway where an employee saw 
a man on the tracks. 

he shut down the power so 
no trains would arrive, and then 
sat down on the edge and started 
listening to the man. 

he encouraged him to say, “i 
am strong,” and in fact, bystand-
ers began repeating those words 
as well. 

The man climbed off the 
tracks to safety in a shared mo-
ment of despair turned to hope. 

• • •

Dr. craig, for the past 18 
months, has been principal of 
huron university college, which 
is part of western university in 
london, Ont. Before that he was 
vice-president, academic, at st. 
Thomas university in Fredericton.

he began his talk with a story 
of his past. his first semester at 
the university of kings college 
in halifax was about to end, and 
he went out carousing. 

By 4:30 a.m. all four tires on 
the dean of students’ car were 
flat; the chapel had been broken 
into (because he knew where 
the key was hidden) and the key 
had been broken off in the lock, 
among other things.

By 7:30 a.m. the dean was at 
the foot of his bed telling him 
to leave campus. whether he 
would be allowed to return was 

another matter. 
A couple of weeks later, on 

christmas eve at st. luke’s in 
woodstock, he discovered the 
god he vaguely knew required a 
commitment from him.

“A conversion took place,” he 
said. “That night it became clear 
to me.” 

The god he had never really 
taken seriously became real, and 
had a mission for him. Because 
on Dec. 27, Dr. craig was in 
Fredericton telling his godfather, 
Bishop harold Nutter, that he 
wanted to be a priest. it was no 
surprise to the bishop.

Dr. craig read the verses in 
Matthew that describe the jour-
ney of the Magi and a poem by 
T.s. elliot called “The Journey of 
the Magi.”

conversion, he said, means a 
change of direction, somewhat 
like the change of direction the 
Magi took after seeing the Mes-
siah.

“The greek word is metanoia 
— a changing of the mind, a re-
orienting of thinking. your mind 
is different now,” he said. 

Metanoia — the conversion 
— has been so spectacularly 
strong that it changed the course 
of history.

“The roman empire fell be-
cause of Jesus,” he said, explain-
ing that christians were willing 
to die for their beliefs. “The 
empire that was built on fear lost 
its power.”

But the gospel, the good 
news, is not condemnation, nor 
is it finger-pointing.

“what should we say? ‘re-
pent, you sinner!’ or ‘come and 

see?’”
There are many images of the 

church in the scriptures — the 
salt of the earth, the mustard 
seed, the yeast, but “we have 
ceased being the leaven and 
become the loaf,” he said.

Just as Bishop David edwards 
said in a recent column, the 
church should no longer con-
sider itself the lighthouse.

“we have to go on rafts to 
find people — to the rinks, to 
Tim hortons,” he said. 

Finally, he said, “it’s much 
easier to look at the sins of oth-
ers, to be angry, than to love. But 
that’s not what we’ve been called 
to do.”

During a short question and 
answer period, Dr. craig gave an 
update on something he dis-
cussed last year. 

During his first semester at 
huron, he announced a program 
change whereby its students 
would be required to devote 
time to public service in order to 
graduate.

“it could be in a transi-
tion house, a soup kitchen or a 
refugee camp,” he said, adding 
huron is the first university in 
canada to do this.

he was unsure of whether 
this innovation would be re-
jected or embraced by prospec-
tive students, but the first wave 
of applications for next year are 
in, and they represent a 130 per 
cent increase domestically, and 
a 550 per cent increase interna-
tionally. 

The final Advent Talk, by 
Bishop Bill, took place after the 
press deadline. 
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c o m m e n t a r y

Does Canada tolerate religion?
Editor’s note: During a speech to 
scientists Nov. 1, new Governor-
General Julie Payette said the 
following: 
     “And we are still debating and 
still questioning whether life was 
a divine intervention or whether 
it was coming out of a natural 
process let alone, oh my goodness, 
a random process. 
     “And so many people — I’m 
sure you know many of them — 
still believe, want to believe, that 
maybe taking a sugar pill will 
cure cancer, if you will it!”
     Her tone, said one CBC 
opinion writer, was skeptical and 
theatrical. One week later, after 
much criticism of her comments, 
she said the following in a speech 
during her visit to New Bruns-
wick. 
     “Our values are tolerance and 
determination, and freedom of 
religion, freedom to act, oppor-
tunities, equality of opportunities 
amongst everyone and for all,” she 
said. 
     Diocesan vice-chancellor Kelly 
VanBuskirk had this response:

when her excellency, 
governor-general 
Julie Payette, smirked 

off a foundational belief of 
several religions during a Nov. 
1 speech, she inadvertently 
reminded us of the importance 
of demonstrating respect for 
the characteristics and beliefs of 
others.   
     As a nation that values and 
purports to promote diversity, 
we know that we will not agree 
on every subject, nor should we 
strive for agreement.  
     yet, the right of canadians to 
exercise their freedoms, includ-
ing the freedom of religion, 
without being belittled and 
mocked by our government 
leaders is fundamental, and on 
that point we should be unani-
mous. 
     in that context, religious be-
lievers should carefully consider 
the implications of our gover-
nor-general’s expressed amuse-
ment regarding a foundational 
tenet of numerous faiths. 
     in her introductory remarks 
at the canadian science Policy 
conference in November, the 
governor-general observed 
incredulously that, “we are still 
debating and still question-
ing whether life was a divine 
intervention or whether it was 
coming out of a natural process 
let alone, oh my goodness, a 
random process.”   
     By “we”, she clearly meant 
members of monotheistic reli-

Gov. Gen. Julie Payette, a former Canadian astronaut, participates in Remembrance Day ceremonies at 
the National War Memorial. Within one month of her appointment to the vice-regal position, she made a 
speech to scientists, deriding those who believe in creation, among other things. She was roundly criticized 
for her comments. 

art babych / shutterstock

gions who believe in divine cre-
ation, including Jews, Muslims 
and christians.   
     For a government leader 
whose own website describes her 
duties as including “a key role 
in promoting national identity 
by supporting and promoting 
canadian values, diversity, in-
clusion, culture and heritage,” it 
was likely unwise to have risked 
alienating even some of the 
world’s 3 billion-plus monothe-
ists.
     That list includes courageous 
world leaders (Barack Obama, 
the Pope and Archbishop Des-
mond Tutu, as easy examples), 
big thinkers (including canada’s 
award-winning philosopher 
charles Taylor) and some who 
have made incredible contribu-
tions to science (such as Dr. 
Francis collins, u.s. director of 
National institutes of health; 
Dr. colin humphreys, a director 

of research at the university of 
cambridge, and more than 100 
Nobel laureates in the sciences).   
     it was also likely bad form to 
pit canadian religious believ-
ers against non-believers in a 
manner that encouraged (and 
generated) derision of religion 
and defensiveness on the part of 
believers.  
     For the representative of the 
church of england’s supreme 
governor and Defender of the 
Faith to put her Majesty, the 
Queen, in a position of having to 
actually defend the faith, how-
ever, was clearly ill-conceived.

At least on paper, canada’s 
protection of religious belief is 
fundamental. 

The charter of rights and 
Freedoms insists on it, as do 
federal and provincial human 
rights statutes.  so too does 
the universal Declaration of hu-
man rights, to which canada is 

a signatory.   
     in the face of all of that 
protection, there is a temptation 
to say that religious believers 
are entitled to their beliefs and, 
similarly, the governor-general 
is entitled to hers.   
     That’s true, but the governor-
general has responsibilities, as 
well, including fostering national 
unity. 

By disparaging a foundational 
belief of numerous religions and 
millions of canadians, she has 
encouraged division over unity, 
and that should be a matter of 
grave concern for all canadians.  

if we are to cling to our ideal 
of a broad-minded society, our 
leaders cannot indulge in divi-
sive commentary.  
     The governor-general is a 
leader who, by virtue of her po-
sition as her Majesty’s represen-
tative, should exercise particular 
caution against flouting religion, 

particularly given her Maj-
esty’s position in the church of 
england.   
     in her coronation oath, her 
Majesty promised to maintain 
the laws of god and the true 
profession of the gospel and to 
preserve inviolably the doctrine, 
worship, discipline, and govern-
ment of the church.   
     That doctrine expressly 
promotes the concept of divine 
creation that her Majesty’s rep-
resentative in canada has now 
debased.     
     On Feb. 15, 2012, the Queen 
made the following observation 
regarding the individual and 
societal significance of religions: 
Faith plays a key role in the 
identity of millions of people, 
providing not only a system of 
belief but also a sense of belong-
ing. it can act as a spur for social 
action. indeed, religious groups 
have a proud track record of 
helping those in the greatest 
need, including the sick, the 
elderly, the lonely and the disad-
vantaged. They remind us of the 
responsibilities we have beyond 
ourselves. 
     At a time when intolerance, 
discrimination and even hate are 
rampant, canadians and cana-
dian leaders have an opportunity 
to demonstrate true leadership 
on the world stage.  
     Our leaders first have to 
decide if they actually adhere 
to our stated national values 
regarding tolerance of religious 
beliefs.  
     if so, the governor-general, 
the Prime Minister and all of our 
government officials have to not 
only espouse those values but 
must act on them, as well.   
     in canada, there are clear 
signs of mounting religious in-
tolerance. in the case of Quebec’s 
recent Bill 62 and also in the 
case of the governor-general’s 
Nov. 1 comments, there appears 
to be a well-seeded misrecogni-
tion of religious belief in our 
country, in some instances 
encouraged by our government 
leaders.      
     if they were the leaders of a 
particular neighbour of ours to 
the south, public response would 
undoubtedly be far less muted. 

• • • 
 
Kelly VanBuskirk, Q.C., Ph.D, 
C.Arb. (P.C.), practices law at 
Lawson Creamer in Saint John. 
He is also an author, teacher, 
musician, legal commentator, 
husband, father and hockey 
coach.

At a time when intolerance, discrimination and 
even hate are rampant, Canadians and  

Canadian leaders have an opportunity to  
demonstrate true leadership on the world stage. 
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An update from Roatán, Honduras
From the Episcopal Church of 
Roatán, the Nelson and Kara 
(Thompson) Meija ministry in 
Roátan, Honduras: The latter 
glory of this house shall be greater 
than the former, says the Lord of 
hosts. And in this place I will give 
peace, declares the Lord of hosts. 
Haggai 2:9 

For the past 11 years we 
have had the privilege of 
serving our people in the 

Bay island of roatán, watch-
ing stephen (grade 10) and 
kelly (grade 5) grow, and being 
involved in ministry. year after 
year, our lord has blessed us 
with joy and satisfaction in his 
service.

we are so grateful for all of 
you individuals, parishes and or-
ganizations that have contribut-
ed to our ministry and continue 
to partner with us in the church 
in roatán.

Our deputation time is com-
ing next year (possibly May and 
June); this is an opportunity for 
you and us to see each other 
after three years and share what 
the lord has been doing.

Please continue to support us 
financially as we are planning 
our home ministry time. right 
now we are especially focused on 
paying for the flights to canada. 

Our travel agency was cele-
brating their anniversary and let 
us know about a great discount, 
so we managed to put down half 
the ticket price ($2,800 usD); 
this way we will save about 
$2,000. This was great. Thanks 
be to god!

we always celebrate baptisms 
on the beach (it is very hard 
to say no) so we went to las 
Palmas, a few minutes from our 
church, to baptize nine parishio-
ners — adults and children. 

emil, Antonio, Andrea, Jeimy, 
Joarys, Jafet, Marisol, wendy 
and Tania became new chris-
tians and a part of the great 
family of god. congratulations 
to all of them as they continue 
growing and serving the lord 
our saviour.

One of the greatest activities 
that the youth, adults and chil-
dren have experienced was to go 
out on the streets in coxen hole 
with banners to stop the auto-
mobiles, motorcycles, bicycles 
and people walking around and 
pray with

 them for a minute. 
we were surprised how many 

cars and people stopped to 
receive prayer. The request was, 
“give me one minute for god!” 
we went for just two hours and 
it really touched our congrega-

tion. Praise the lord.
“The latter glory of this house 

shall be greater than the for-
mer.” This was the theme as we 
celebrated the 4th anniversary of 
our congregation. 

A band came from the church 
in Tegucigalpa to lead the wor-
ship, and our dean, the rev. 
Nery Varela, preached. Norbeli-
za garcia shared a great testi-
mony. Both are from the church 
in la ceiba, across the ocean. 
we experienced a really good 
weekend in god’s presence.

On the last sunday of sep-
tember we participated in the 
Bible Day parade and walked 
around coxen hole. 

we met all the different 
denominations on the walk 
that day and, at the end, wor-
shipped in a united service at the 
stadium. The church needs to be 
one in serving the lord. 

m i s s i o n  

Mission Opportunity at the 
episcopal church in Roatán

you are still invited! Now is 
the time to prepare, spiritually 
and financially, for a short-term 
mission. 

if god is calling you and your 
church to mission, the episco-
pal church in roatán formally 
invites you to organize a team, 
come down and experience the 
same god in a different cul-
ture, but especially to come and 
spend time with many of our 
parishioners.

There is opportunity to 
minister or work in construc-
tion, VBs, teaching, evangelism, 
home visitation, jail visitation, 
dump visitation and other areas.

Please contact rev. Nelson 
and kara Mejia (revnelsonme-
jia@yahoo.com) who are ready 
to help you begin the process 
and decide what kind of project 
you can do. 

Please continue to pray for:
1. continued financial support 
as we are planning our deputa-
tion time, especially paying for 
the flights to canada.
2. continued financial support 
for the next years as we continue 
to serve the lord on roatán, 
honduras.
3. The ongoing construction in 
coxen hole. Pray for the re-
maining installation stages: walls 
to be stuccoed, cement concrete 
for the floor and ceramic tiles.
4. Our congregations: st. Peter 
by the sea in Brick Bay, and em-
manuel in coxen hole.
5. gerardo, our youth leader, 
that god will continue to use 
him to guide the young people.
6. short-term mission teams 
from canada who plan to come 
to roatán in the near future.
7. spiritual and practical out-
reach in the local communities.
8. The episcopal church in hon-

duras, for the process toward 
self-sufficiency by the end of 
2019.
9. kara, who was selected with 
another priest to represent the 
Diocese of honduras at an event 
in the usA. This is to work on 
a three-year program for youth 
ministry in our province, which 
includes honduras, ecuador, 
colombia, Puerto rico, Venezu-
ela and the Dominican republic.
10. For leadership for the church 
in roatán.

Thank you very much for 
your prayers and continued sup-
port that enable us to continue 
in this ministry. May god con-
tinue to richly bless you.

Nelson and Kara Mejia are 
Anglican priests serving in 
Honduras. Kara is originally from 
New Brunswick, the daughter 
of the Rev. Gordon and Bell 
Thompson. 

The Revs. Nelson and Kara lead a busy missional life in Roatán, Honduras. Above, at right, they pray a blessing on the water for a baptism, 
with the happy participants pictured below. At lower right, the team going into the streets to pray with motorists and pedestrians prays before 
heading out.

submitted photos
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By Gisele McKniGht 

“Food truck! Food truck!”
Those screams of delight greet a 

dedicated team of three as the salvation 
Army emergency disaster response truck 
pulls up to the carleton community 
centre on the lower west side of saint 
John.

There is no emergency tonight, but 
there are dozens of hungry kids flocking 
to the food truck for supper — a supper 
they might not get elsewhere in this 
priority neighbourhood where poverty, 
single-parent families and unemploy-
ment are sadly the norm. saint John was 
recently cited as having the highest child 
poverty rate in the country.

Feeding people is a passion of the 
westside Anglican Mission. They do it 
every sunday afternoon at their george’s 
café. in fact, 51 weeks a year, this little 
mission of about 25 people feeds their 
neighbours. 

WAM uses a borrowed food truck to  
feed its neighbours in one of Saint John’s 
poorest neighbourhoods

And since september, their latest food 
mission has been literally on the streets. 
This is a partnership with the salvation 
Army — using their food truck to bring 
a meal to those in need.

For the first few weeks, when the 
truck was not available, they used a 
mini-van, but the food truck is well-
equipped with a stove, fridge, micro-
wave, sink, prep space and serving 
window. it’s a 90-minute outreach that, 
on a recent evening, fed 90 people.

“About 90 per cent of the people com-
ing to the window are children,” says Jeff 
edison, who, with the rev. rob salloum 
and Judy Mae gallant, mans the truck 
each wednesday evening.

The work, though, begins much 
earlier in the day with sandwich prepa-
ration — chicken salad, egg salad, ham 
and cheese, tuna and the hands-down 
favourite, bologna. homemade cookies 
add to the meal, and when the sand-
wiches are gone, there are hot dogs. 

Donations and willing hands come 
from the wAM congregation and its 
partner, carleton kirk united church, 
where wAM and rob are headquar-
tered.

As evening falls, the truck pulls up at 
Queens square west, overlooking the 
saint John harbour. Judy puts out a big 
box of winter hats and mittens, donated 
by the salvation Army, for anyone who 
needs them. it isn’t long before kids and 
parents start coming.

“we’re definitely making relation-
ships,” says Judy. “People recognize us.”

she points to an apartment building 
across the square: “we usually feed 10 
people in that building.”

Judy makes a point of talking to every 
person who comes near, inviting them 
to take a sandwich and cookie. This is 
where Judy lives — and these are her 
neighbours. Do they need mittens, a 
winter coat, a hat? Judy makes sure to 
ask, because many are not dressed for 

the weather. 

On this night, she has coat requests 
from one teenager and one woman. 
she’ll find and deliver them in the next 
few days. 

Back in the food truck, almost all the 
pre-made bag lunches of sandwiches 
and cookies are gone, with the last ones 
going to a single working dad and his 
two children. it’s time to move on to 
the next stop — the parking lot at the 
carleton community centre. 

it’s just getting dark at the community 
centre, and technically, the children’s 
programs don’t start for another 45 min-
utes, but there are plenty of kids milling 
about already.

“They don’t go home because there’s 
no supper for them,” says Jeff, adding 
that some have probably been here since 
school ended a couple of hours earlier.

The hot dogs in the slow cooker are 
almost ready, and a line forms in wait. 

‘THIS
IS WHAT  
IT’S ALL  
ABOUT’

Clockwise from top left: the Rev. 
Rob Salloum talks to the kids 
who flock to the food truck each 
Wednesday at supper time; Judy 
Mae Gallant hands out a bag 
lunch of a sandwich and cookies; 
Jeff Edison and Rob work in the 
food truck; Rob takes orders for 
hot chocolate; Rob at Queens 
Square West, the food truck’s first 
stop of the evening. 
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Jeff makes the hot chocolate. Tupper-
ware containers filled with homemade 
goodies are opened and it’s supper time.

“hands up, who wants hot choco-
late?” asks rob, and a half-dozen hands 
shoot into the air.

some kids come back for seconds and 
thirds, but they’re never turned away. 
rob want to try serving chili and grilled 
cheese sandwiches soon, but all this is 
still a bit new. some weeks, they’ve had 
leftovers, which are given to Outflow 
Ministries, a nearby shelter, but tonight, 
they give out everything they’ve pre-
pared. 

while Judy is working the crowd, 
making sure they have what they need, 
and rob is busy handing out hot dogs, 
it’s Jeff who’s working away quietly in the 
background. But when asked why he’s 
here, he has plenty to say.

“i love this,” he says. “i like talking to 
the kids. i live in this neighbourhood, 
and there are so many underprivileged 

kids who don’t have supper here.”
After almost an hour, the crowd is 

waning and the hot dogs are gone, but 
still a few more kids turn up, getting 
cookies and bottles of water. Tonight has 
been their busiest so far, and they expect 
in the coming weeks, as word travels, 
they’ll get even busier. 

“it’s sort of a learning experience for 
us,” says rob. “we’ve sensed what god 
is doing and are trying to catch up. The 
need is obvious.”

rob always wears his collar, and even 
on this chilly night with the temperature 
around zero degrees, his coat is open.

“They recognize me,” he says. “They 
know who i am and what i stand for.”

some of the kids know rob from the 
ball hockey program wAM has been 
running after school. Others have met 
him at george’s café or during their 
summer prayer walks. 

“we’ve got street cred now,” he says, 
noting that only a few weeks before, he 

offered a sandwich and the answer was 
no. Then, recognition: ‘hey wait! That’s 
rob from ball hockey!’

As rob is talking, a kid yells, ‘see you 
in church, rob.’

“People have been coming to church 
as a result of floor hockey and this,” he 
says. “This truck fits in with the mission 
of the Mission. it’s quite literally a vessel 
for relationship-building.”

it was last winter that rob’s wife, 
Jennifer, was musing over how to serve 
the community and said, ‘why can’t we 
make sandwiches and pass them out?’

“That went dormant for awhile, and 
then in June, i saw this van parked at 
carleton kirk. so i talked to them and 
gave them my card.”

That led to a meeting and the devel-
opment of a partnership, and now the 
truck is theirs to use every wednesday 
evening.

it takes about $70 a week to run this 
outreach food program — $30 in gas to 

run the truck and equipment, plus food, 
although again, it’s wAM and carleton 
kirk united church members who step 
up and donate. There is no fee to use the 
truck. it’s truly an ecumenical endeav-
our, with three different denominations 
pulling together. 

so is this what rob signed up for 
when he answered the call to become an 
Anglican priest?

“i never expected this, but it’s exactly 
what Jesus would be doing, and what 
he did,” he says. “i really enjoy this. This 
gives me life. This is what it’s all about, 
and i would do this every day of the 
week!”
Editor’s note: WAM is a mission that was 
once the parish of West Saint John, an 
amalgamation of the parishes of Victoria 
and Carleton. Dissolved in 2015, it has 
no building, using worship space at the 
Mission to Seafarers facility and space at 
Carleton Kirk United for outreach and 
other events. 

mcknight photos
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a r o u n d   t h e   d i o c e s e

Plans for a graceful death
By Gisele McKniGht 

A discussion about death is not likely 
to draw a large crowd, but about 40 
people came out to christ church 
cathedral Nov. 23 to hear a talk called 
A graceful Death For Ourselves and 
Those we love.

Parish nurse kathleen snow orga-
nized the event, and Dean geoffrey 
hall spoke on the christian spiritual 
perspective. with a lot of material to 
cover, there will be at least one more 
session in January. 

Besides the spiritual aspect, this 
health information program did and 
will discuss funeral planning, under-
standing death and dying, dealing with 
emotions, and available support.

kathleen began by telling the crowd 
about helen, a fellow Mothers’ union 
member from Britain she befriended. 
in June she got an email telling her 
helen had been diagnosed with liver 

cancer. Opting for no treatment, helen 
died in september.

“sometimes we can anticipate death 
and sometimes we cannot,” she said. “At 
times we cannot comprehend someone 
is gone. it’s so final.”

geoffrey used his time to talk about 
death from a biblical and cultural point 
of view.

“The end and the beginning are not 
so different,” he said. “The end is really 
just a new beginning. it’s not denial, it’s 
life as it really is. god encompasses our 
beginning and end… Our life isn’t a 
timeline, it’s a circle.

“we need to see our death as it is — 
a natural part of life — and encourage 
others to see it that way too,” he said. 
“That way they can draw strength, wis-
dom and courage from you too.”

geoffrey drew a parallel between 
science and scripture. 

“There is growing evidence of other 
dimensions, other universes existing on 

another plane of reality,” he said. “we’re 
limited to seeing the world through five 
senses. some are now saying we have 
far more senses — upwards of 40 or 50.

“To think this is all there is — i’m 
sorry — is arrogant. isn’t it what Jesus 
said over and over to his disciples? 
There is another place, another king-
dom, an eternity. ‘i go to prepare a 
place for you.’”

“As christians we have nothing to 
fear. god who made us is with us, and 
if we want, even in death and beyond, 
there he will be. There’s a room pre-
pared for us.”

geoffrey offered some practical tips 
on planning a graceful death:

let your death reflect your life. if 
your life was marked by generosity and 
giving, let that be your legacy. “There 
are creative ways we can manage our fi-
nances to create high-impact gifts upon 
death,” he said.

Plan a funeral in advance. A very 

Kathleen Snow and Dean Geoffrey Hall were speakers at the first session of a health 
ministries program at Christ Church Cathedral called A Graceful Death. It deals 
with being ready in every way — planning for a peaceful end, a funeral and spiritual 
readiness. The second session takes place in January.

mcknight photos

small percentage of the funerals he has 
led were planned, he said. “Plan for a 
celebration, not a death. All sorts of 
people will appreciate it.” 

have a funeral. A funeral is for the 
living, not the dead, and the living need 
closure. without a service, “you cut 
people off from the opportunity to give 
thanks for your life and [express] the 
grief they are feeling.”

kathleen and geoffrey passed out a 
form to help with funeral pre-planning. 
Fill it out, save it and send a copy to 
others, including your priest or pastor, 
your funeral home and your family, 
geoffrey said. it will help eliminate the 
anxiety one might feel when arrange-
ments are left undone.

kathleen will lead the next session, 
called griefshare, at the cathedral 
later in January. it will deal with grief 
and the supports available within the 
church and the greater community. 

Bairdsville church celebrates its past
On sunday, Oct. 29, an anniversary 
service celebrating the benefactors 
and ancestors was held in st. georges 
church in Bairdsville, Parish of Den-
mark. This celebration has been carried 
out for more than 60 years. 

The day began with holy com-
munion celebrated in the church, after 
which the people were encouraged to 

take flowers provided and place them 
on the graves of loved ones in the 
cemetery. 

This was followed by a luncheon and 
fellowship in the sunday school hall 
next door to the church. 

some of the prominent names men-
tioned during the service were Mr. wil-
liam and Mrs. Margaret Browning, Mr. 

emery and Mrs. Marietta Baird, Mr. 
scott, Mrs. Ada roy, and Mr. chester 
and Mrs. Verna Plant. 

The church was built in 1847 and the 
sunday school hall in 1967.

This information is thanks to parish 
warden Beverly Johnson and church 
historian ray Anderson.
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The Celebration of New Ministry of the Rev. Paul A. Rideout as 
rector of St. Paul’s Church, Rothesay took place Sunday, Nov. 
12, with Bishop David Edwards as the officiant and preacher. 
Among the more than 100 in attendance were Archdeacon Rob 
Marsh and many clergy from the archdeaconry. The service was 
followed by a sumptuous dinner at the church hall. From left: 
Fr. Paul Rideout and wardens Peter Irish and Pam Iype. 

The Women of Worship group 
at All Saints Church, Keswick 
Ridge, Parish of Bright, rolled 
up their sleeves Nov. 10 for the 
annual soup making event — 
made with love and distributed 
to many friends, family and 
neighbours in the community. 
A light lunch with a tea tasting 
by Kate Gollings made for great 
fun and  fellowship. From left: 
Ashley Watson, Pam Hyson, 
Violet McLaughlin, Kate 
Gollings, Debbie Edmondson, 
Sharon McKeen, Crystal 
Gilmore, Mavis Jones, Helen 
Travers, Lois Poore, Jean 
Coburn.    

mary lou price photos

submitted photo

DIOCESAN &  
PARISH NEWS



12  /  The New BruNswick ANglicAN january 2018

c o m m e n t a r y

By ROB sallOuM
 
in November, we remember and think 
about those who paid the ultimate sac-
rifice so that we might be free. 
     Amid the horror and suffering of 
conflict, stories of heroism and self-
sacrifice often emerge.   
     Maximillian kolbe was born in Po-
land at the turn of the 20th century. he 
was a roman catholic priest known for 
his care for the needy.  
     when the second world war broke 
out, he sheltered refugees and became 
a wanted man by the german gesta-
po.  soon enough, kolbe was arrested 
and transferred to Auschwitz in 1941.   
     At Auschwitz, a man from kolbe’s 
barracks vanished, prompting the 
commandant to select 10 men to be 
starved to death as penalty.  
     One of the men chosen, Francis 
gawanichek, cried out for his life. 
immediately, kolbe stepped forward 
shouting: “Take me, commandant. i 
am old and alone. i have no family. let 
me go in his place.”  
     so, along with the others, Fr. kolbe, 
was taken into a holding cell. The time 
in that confinement was astonishing. 
rather than loud laments being heard, 
the men were encouraged and led in 

Standing  
for him

songs and prayer by kolbe.  
     Bruno Borgowiec, an eyewitness of 
those last terrible days, wrote: “in the 
cell of the poor souls there were daily 
loud prayers, the rosary and singing, in 
which prisoners from neighboring cells 
also joined. 
     “Fervent prayers and songs resound-
ed in all the corridors of the Bunker. i 
had the impression i was in a church. 
Fr kolbe bore up bravely, he did not 

beg and did not complain but raised 
the spirits of the others. Two weeks 
passed in this way.” 
     After all the others had died, Fr. 
kolbe, himself gave his arm to the 
one who took his life. Through love, 
encouragement and hope, kolbe had 
extended and enriched the lives of the 
others. Maximillian kolbe’s self-sacrifi-
cial life was never forgotten.  
     On Oct. 10, 1982, he was canonized 

Auschwitz stands as a memorial to the millions of people who died at the hands of 
the Nazi regime during the Second World War. The sign, ironically says, “Attention. 
High Voltage. Risk of Death.”

morguefile.com

Insights, inspiration at CYWC
By JasOn sMith 

Thirteen Anglicans from the Diocese of 
Fredericton participated in the fourth 
annual canadian youth worker con-
ference in Moncton Nov. 24-25.  
This year’s theme was discipleship. 
cywc travels across canada to vari-
ous cities like Montreal, Vancouver, 
winnipeg, kelowna, saskatoon and 
calgary. Moncton is their only east 
coast visit. 

Friday’s sessions included keynote 
Marv Penner, one of the organizers 
of cywc and with almost 50 years 
of experience in youth ministry. his 
research and experience led the day’s 
session on discipleship. he shared his 
working definition of discipleship:

“A disciple of Jesus christ is an 
individual who has trusted him for 
salvation and out of a growing love for 
him, has chosen to align their values, 
priorities, attitudes, behaviours and 
relationships with the example and 
teaching of Jesus as expressed in his 
life and as recorded in his word...and 
is committed to inviting others to the 
same journey.” 

Penner shared his results from 
recent research that surveyed the five 
per cent of faithful youth disciples. 
Over 250 youth from across canada 
participated, including a few from our 
diocese. The results ranged from daily 
bible reading, to praying and christian 
identity, how their faith was shaped and 
the homes they came from. 
     some results were very surprising and 
revealed what we consider our top five 
per cent of faithful youth; the numbers 
would be quite different if all youth were 
surveyed. if you are interested contact 
the yig team for the results.  
     saturday’s session began with key-
note Jason Ballard from youth Alpha 
who discussed different ways we can 
disciple. he provided some great in-
sights and stories.  
     The rest of saturday was split into 
various workshops around the disciple-
ship theme. Personally i attended how to 
lead Discussions in your group, how to 
be in youth Ministry for the long haul 
and relational Discipleship.  
each one-hour session was very valuable, 
insightful and practical to start using in 
my ministry right away. some sessions 

were geared towards camping ministry or 
community-based ministry as well.  
     cywc is a high quality conference 
that provides great content, speakers 
and value. The yig team looks forward 
to this conference each year, and every 
year we are adding new people to join 

us. Our team included four youth un-
der 20 years old.  
     Next year’s conference is again in 
Moncton on Nov. 23-24.
Jason Smith is chair of the YIG (youth 
and intergenerational) team. He lives in 
Grand Bay-Westfield.

by Pope John Paul ii in the presence of 
Francis gajownicze — attending with 
his children and grandchildren. 
     Friends, as we have been remember-
ing loved ones who gave their lives for 
us in the world wars or other conflicts, 
we may wonder if there is hope for 
peace.  
     The words of the revelation to John 
were of great encouragement to kolbe 
and for us. we are reminded of the 
truth that god is preparing a place 
where there will be only peace, joy and 
where hope will be realized. it is a place 
that we can enjoy if we trust Jesus.  
     “i am the Alpha and the Omega, the 
Beginning and the end. To the thirsty 
i will give water without cost from the 
spring of the water of life. Those who 
are victorious will inherit all this, and 
i will be their god and they will be my 
children.” 
     so, what was it that enabled Fr. 
kolbe to endure? was he superhu-
man? was he a positive thinker? 
     kolbe put his hope not in his own 
good thoughts or ability to stand up in 
the face of torture. rather, he allowed 
god to work in him and he put his 
hope in the One who paid the ultimate 
sacrifice for him 2,000 years before.  
     while you or i may never share a 
similar experience to kolbe, we do 
have the opportunity to allow Jesus to 
grow and mature in us such that we can 
stand up in whatever opposition we 
face.
The Rev. Rob Salloum is the priest and 
rector of the Westside Anglican Mission. 
Reprinted with permission from his 
blogpost found on hiswestsidestory.ca .

The diocesan delegates at work during the Canadian Youth Worker Conference in 
Moncton in November. 

jason smith photo
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Monday morning drop-in: Sharing 
Christianity outside the church walls
By ann Deveau 

Tasty sandwiches and warm socks 
aren’t the only things handed out to 
people in need at the Monday morning 
drop-in run by the cathedral’s outreach 
committee.

Archdeacon Pat Drummond always 
gives a blessing of praise and thanks-
giving to start the morning’s activities. 
At first, the clatter of dishes and chatter 
of voices would continue. But now 
everyone stops respectfully to listen to 
her.

later, amid the hubbub of people in 
the great hall who are enjoying refresh-
ments, live music and a selection of 
used clothing, she announces a Bible 
study will begin shortly in the nursery.

she first offered such a session in 
the autumn of 2015. Only one or two 
people took part at first, but now sev-
eral usually attend weekly.

“Those who participate say they 
really enjoy it and would miss it if it 
didn’t happen,” Pat said.

last year they read the gospel of 
Mark, but now they are examining 
genesis. On a recent Monday they 
read about the birth of Jacob’s sons, the 
ancestors of the 12 tribes of israel.

“we always look at a bit of back-
ground for the story we are about to 
read,” she explained. 

“we talked about the language spo-
ken by the people of the day, since the 
names of Jacob’s sons have meanings in 
hebrew. we talked about the position of 
women in that society. Then we read the 
story in a modern translation such as 
the Message.”

some of the people in the group are 
regular churchgoers, some had a reli-
gious foundation in childhood, while 
others are curious seekers. Pat involves 
everyone in the discussions.

“we discuss things in our own lives 
which have impacted us and bear rela-
tion to the story,” she said. “Today, for 

example, it was how many children 
were in our own families and our posi-
tion in the family. we talk about issues 
in the story such as the relationship 
between Jacob’s wives and the slaves 
who also bore his sons. And we discuss 
how we solve or have solved our own 
family issues.”

Bishop David edwards has said that 
the church needs to look for new ways 
to share the presence of god in com-
munities where it has traditionally been 
established.

“we need to be where people’s hopes 
and fears intersect with those of god, 
and to provide ways in which people 
can connect with god when they need 
to,” the bishop wrote in a recent column 
in the NB Anglican.

charles Ferris from the cathedral 
regularly attends the Monday morn-
ing drop-in as a friendly visitor. he has 

found that many living in poverty have 
health or social problems, and they can 
either be extremely withdrawn or very 
eager to tell their troubles. he often 
joins Pat’s Bible study.

“The quiet space and the learning 
opportunity Pat provides is like church 
for some of these people,” charles said. 
“They’re searching for a sense of com-
munity and spiritual connection, and 
they find it here.”

After the Bible passages have been 
covered, Pat always goes around the 
circle to see who would like prayer and 
for what purpose.

“i think they particularly enjoy 
finding out more about their comrades 
through our talks,” she noted. 

“They appreciate the prayers for 
forthcoming doctor’s appointments, 
surgeries, moves, etc. we pray and 
always finish with the lord’s Prayer.”

The Bible study is not the only 
beyond-handouts activity the outreach 
committee has supported. Members 
have accompanied some Monday 
morning guests to court and visited 
others in the hospital. 

The pastoral care committee has also 
done the latter.

“we like to reach out compassion-
ately to people where they are, which 
won’t necessarily be in a pew in the ca-
thedral on sunday morning,” outreach 
committee treasurer Doug Milander 
said. 

“The weekly Bible study Pat prepares 
and offers here is an important aspect 
of efforts to share god’s love beyond 
the church walls. her time is greatly 
appreciated by those who attend and by 
this committee.”
Ann Deveau is a member of Christ 
Church Cathedral.

Enjoying bible study and discussion on a recent Monday morning were, from left: Evelyn Greene, Barbara Johnston, Wendy 
Wallace, the Ven. Pat Drummond and Canon Charles Ferris. 

mcknight photo

Not your typical accountant
By Gisele McKniGht 

leanne Perrin, cPA, cA, loves num-
bers, but she loves adventure just as 
much.

she’s a scout leader and a scuba 
diver with a rescue diving designa-
tion. she and husband corey, also an 
accountant, spent their early married 
life living and working in Bermuda. she 
crafts just about anything.  

And the whole family, sons carter, 8, 

and spencer, 5, included, love camping.
“i spent the summer with my boys 

hauling a 24-foot trailer — by myself,” 
she said. “The opportunity was there so 
i grabbed it. i guess you could say i’m 
adventurous.”

leanne began work with the diocese 
in early December. For now she is 
training under treasurer irene Ad-
ams, but as of March 1, leanne will be 
diocesan treasurer and irene will be 
enjoying retirement.

so far, so good, she says.
“i am working with people in a 

family environment. i like to surround 
myself with good people,” she said. 

“i wanted to be challenged in my 
job, and my trust background applies 
here.”

leanne has worked in public prac-
tice and industry for the past 20 years. 
she and her family live in Douglas. 

she is a graduate of Fredericton 
high school and the university of New 
Brunswick where she earned a bach-
elor of business administration. she is 
a member of the Nashwaaksis united 
church. 

This busy mom, wife and scouter 
looks forward to meeting people from 
all the parishes over the next few 
months. Leanne Perrin
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Become a volunteer 
reading mentor 

All it takes is 2 hours/ week 
for 10 weeks.  

Register Now!

elfnb.com 
1.855.898.2533

• ST. ANDREWS – Jan. 30, 7 p.m. at Church of the Good Shepherd (snow date:  
   Feb. 1) 
• SAINT JOHN – Jan. 30, 7 p.m. at St. Mary and St. Bartholomew (snow date:  
   Feb. 6) 
• WOODSTOCK – Jan. 30, 7 p.m. at Trinity, Andover  (snow date: Feb. 6) 
• KINGSTON & THE KENNEBECASIS – Jan. 31, 7:30 p.m. at St. Paul, Hampton   
   (snow date: Feb. 7) 
• FREDERICTON – Feb. 1, 7 p.m. at Christ Church (Parish) Church (snow date:  
   Feb. 8) 
• CHATHAM – Feb. 3, 10 a.m. at St. Alban, Salmon Beach  (snow date: Feb. 10) 
• MONCTON – Feb. 3, 10 a.m. at Parish of Shediac Hall   (snow date: Feb. 8, 7  
   p.m.) 

Mark your 2018  
calendars for 
future Greater  

Chapter Meetings

  B E S T .  J O B .  
E V E R .  

  S U M M E R  2 0 1 8  C A M P  S T A F F

APPLY ONLINE NOW AT 
WWW.CAMPMEDLEY.CA

Enjoy a holiday retreat with  
a difference on Lake Como
if in the past you have visited 
lake como, popular from the 
grand Tour onwards with visi-
tors from the uk and ireland 
and from many other coun-
tries, you may have visited 
the Anglican church of the 
Ascension at cadenabbia (next 
to the passenger and car ferry 
terminal).  
     cadenabbia is in the central 
lake area, which includes the 
beautiful towns of Bellagio, 
Menaggio, Tremezzo and Va-
renna, to name a few. 
     The church was built in 
1891 by a group of english-
speaking residents; today it 
still provides a place for visi-
tors and residents to worship 
or simply to stop and have a 
few moments of quiet in its 
beautiful interior. 
     it is also a cherished place 
to celebrate a wedding.  
     The Anglican church is 
hosting a retreat Oct. 7-12, 
2018, centred at cadenabbia, 
but giving participants the 
opportunity to spend time at 
some beautiful and signifi-

cant sites which Trip Advisor 
doesn’t mention. 
     The retreat will be led by 
experienced spiritual direc-
tor, the rev. lyn Philips. lyn 
is a retired church of england 
priest originally from cardiff.  
Retreat theme – what can 
you expect? 
     how can we refresh our 
discipleship and be willing to 
move forward on our journey 
of faith? how can we cope 
with changes in ourselves, our 
circumstances, the church and 
the world? 
     in what ways can we let 
god breathe new life into us 
when our spirituality feels 
tired or stuck, especially as we 
get older?   
     These are some of the ques-
tions we hope to address in 
this holiday retreat through 
daily worship, bible study on 
events in Jesus’ own lakeside 
ministry, spiritual exercises 
and resources, discussion 
groups, times of meditation 
and reflection, visits to sacred 
places, as well as through 

relaxation and companionship, 
enjoying the inspiring panora-
mas of lake como itself.  
     For some this retreat could 
form a part of a longer holiday 
in the area. 
     A very special time is as-
sured for this small group of 
approximately 25 participants. 
There will also be time for you 
to explore the beauty of the area 
and visit some of the towns on 
the spectacular lake como. 
     An average level of fitness 
and health is required, as some 
of the sites involve walking. 
There will also be optional 
yoga sessions with a qualified 
teacher, Mina weight. 
     The cost for the program, 
with five night’s half-board 
accommodation, is 750 euros; 
travel to and from cadenabbia 
is not included. 
     Please contact Jeannie wil-
lan (jeanniewillan@btinternet.
com) for more details. 
     should you want more 
information visit  
churchonlakecomo.com or our 
Facebook Page. 

morguefile.com

Lake Como,  
northern Italy
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The Rev. Chris Hayes is a 
musician as well as a priest 
serving in the Parish of 
Salisbury and Havelock. 

m u s i c   c o l u m n

Mortality, hope, grace in new U2 album

Soup’s On
Every Thursday  

11:30 a.m. – 1 p.m.  
St. John’s Parish Hall,  

58 Broad Rd. Oromocto.  
A variety of  homemade 

soups, rolls and desserts  
~by donation only~

The Rev. Dan McMullen, priest in the Parish of Upper Kennebecasis  
and missioner to the Kennebecasis Valley

Favourite book of the Bible - Right now, Ezekiel  
Birthplace - Charlottetown, P.E.I. 
What you love most about God – He became one of us! 
Favourite place on Earth - Camp Ashram or Camp Medley (or in a tent anywhere, really)
Farthest you’ve been from home - Israel 
Favourite meal or dessert - Anything seafood 
Biggest fear – Modern country music 
Hidden talent – If I said, it wouldn’t be hidden 
Favourite movie or book – Movie: Fantastic Mr. Fox by Wes Anderson; book Fantastic 
Mr. Fox by Roald Dahl 
Your hobby – Ping pong 
Three things always in your fridge – Bread, butter, and cheese (what else does one 
need?) 
Favourite sports team - Arsenal Football Club (don’t tell the bishop)

i wish i could simply print 
the lyrics of all the songs 
on this album for you to 

read (but copyright laws have 
something to say about that!).   
     if u2 had not possibly 
said everything they had to 
say in 16 studio albums, they 
are ripping down any walls 
that remain with this new 
album. This is stripped down, 
raw music, and perhaps more 
accessible, than any other u2 
album since 2000’s All you 
can’t leave Behind, which fea-
tured “Beautiful Day,” “walk 
On” and others.   
     This is a beautiful, exciting, 
inspiring album filled with 
poignant observances and 
some very challenging ques-
tions.  
     Typical for u2, in my opin-
ion. i believe this album can 
touch people in a way that can 
bring tears and rage, maybe 
despair at times, but patient 
and careful listening will also 
bring sure and certain hope, 
and some joy along the way.  
     This album is only truly 
understood when the listener 
knows that it is a companion 
album to 2014’s songs of in-
nocence. The pairing mirrors 
poet william Blake’s great 
work, songs of innocence and 
experience.  

     like the poetry project, 
the second album recalls lines 
from the first (i.e., “American 
soul” quotes sOi’s “Volcano”).  
Bono has had a brush with 
death of some kind, and it has 
affected him greatly, though he 
has said very little about it (he 
also cites the passings of leon-
ard cohen, Prince and David 
Bowie has having affected him 
deeply).   
     last thing to know is that 
irish poet Brendan kennelly 
recommended that for Bono 
to get to the core of what 
he really is trying to say, he 
should “write as if you’re dead.” 
Accordingly, this album has 
become a series of love letters 
— to his spouse Ali, to his chil-
dren, to friends, to America, 
to people who influenced the 
band.  
     Now, to the music… 
     This album came easier for 

u2, it has been said, and it 
shows. There is a lack of ‘heavi-
ness’ to the music this time 
around, even though they are 
consummate perfectionists.  
     There are some beautiful 
moments, some loud, angry 
moments, and lots of energy 
throughout.  
     The album begins with 
“love is All we have left,” 
(reminiscent of “Mlk”) and 
ends with “love is Bigger Than 
Anything,” so you know what 
runs throughout the music and 
texts.   
     The first single, “you’re the 
Best Thing About Me,” has 
done very well on the charts, 
and shows a more playful 
Bono when he sings, “shooting 
off my mouth/ That’s another 
great thing about me.” 
Bono has no problem with 

humility, or pointing the finger 
at himself.   
     later, in the “The show-
man,” he wrote, “walk through 
the room like a birthday cake 
/ when i am all lit up, i can’t 
make a mistake / And there’s 
a level of shallow that you just 
can’t fake…”   
     The hard-driving rock songs 
are here, including the fuzz-
box laden “American soul,” 
and the plea for true democ-
racy in “The Blackout.”   
“get Out of your Own way” 
and “The little Things That 
give you Away” are hauntingly 
beautiful songs that are simple, 
sung without overdubs and 
layers of background music, 
and show that these four men 
are very good musicians.  
     For the christian thinker, 
there is much here in the texts 
of the songs, and how they are 
presented. This aspect of u2’s 
music has compelled me for 
decades, and continues to do 
so now. 
     Books can, and have been 
written about this aspect of 
their music, their lives, and 
how they live their faith.  
in writing about refugees, and 
the world’s response to their 
crisis, we are reminded that 
christ dwells in them, just as 
in us.  

     “let it be unity / let it be 
community / For refugees 
like you and me / A country 
to receive us / will you be my 
sanctuary / refu-Jesus?”  
     But perhaps most compel-
ling, and most challenging, 
and cause for thought are the 
“re-imagined” Beatitudes that 
are presented on the album by 
rapper kendrick lamar.             
     i will close with these 
words, and strongly encourage 
to give the album as listen: 
Blessed are the arrogant, for 
theirs is the kingdom of their 
own company; 
     Blessed are the superstars, 
for in the magnificence of their 
light we understand better our 
own insignificance; 
     Blessed are the filthy rich, for 
you can only truly own what 
you give away… like your pain; 
     Blessed are the bullies, for 
one day they’ll have to stand up 
for themselves; 
     Blessed are the liars, for the 
truth can be awkward.

Episcopal announcements
The appointment of the Rev. 
steven scribner as priest-in-
charge of the Parish of saint 
John (Trinity) has been ex-
tended on an on-going basis. 

The Rev. Debbie edmondson 
has resigned as vocational dea-
con in the Parish of Bright. she 
will continue as the diocesan 
representative of the Anglican 
Fellowship of Prayer, and as 
duty chaplain at the Dr. everett 
chalmers regional hospital.  

James appleton, of the Parish 
of New Maryland, has been 
accepted as a postulant and 
candidate for ordination in the 

diocese. his ordination to the 
transitional diaconate will take 
place sunday, Jan. 28 at 4 p.m. 
at holy Trinity, Nasonworth.
 
The Rev. canon Keith Os-
borne is appointed Archdea-
con of saint John, effective Jan. 
1 for a three-year term.
 
The Rt. Rev. George lem-
mon has resigned as priest-in-
charge of the Parish of Freder-
icton Junction.
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parish  
news

St. Marks Anglican Church, Mt. Whatley in 
the Parish of Westmorland was the scene for 
the celebration of New Ministry on Sunday, 
Nov. 26 for the Rev. Lid Haugen-Strand. 
Front row from left:  Skyler Nigh, the Rev. 
Thomas Nisbett, Greg Martin. Back row: 
the Rev. Lid Haugen-Strand, Bishop David 
Edwards, Archdeacon Brent Ham.

Archdeacon John Sharpe and diocean layreader Mary Lou Price 
place their poppies on the cross of Remembrance during the 
Service of Remembrance held at All Saints’ in Keswick Ridge on 
Sunday, Nov. 5.

submitted photos

Holy Trinity Hammond River’s Canada 150 project was a Canada-themed 
luncheon and photo session in which photos, using a variety of fun props, were 
taken of members of the congregation and guests. Then the photos were fitted into 
a frame made by parishioner Jim Eastwood. Lynn Browne took on the big job of 
the photography, identifying everyone (some were non-parishioners), printing 
and arranging the pictures, adding the names, and then Jim finished the job by 
framing it with glass. The framed photo will be on display at the church; everyone 
was given a copy of their individual photo as a keepsake.




