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The first ever Camp-On-The-Road project was a big success in the Parish of Gagetown, as 22 
children, a dozen volunteers from the parish, plus four leaders-in-training and two LIT directors 
from Camp Medley gathered during the week of July 11 for VBS. Here they are ending their day 
with campfire songs, stories and an indoor campfire of orange, red and yellow tissue paper in a 
bucket. Seated, in black top, near the top left, is LIT Michelle Cheverie, and in black top, standing at 
top right is LIT Chris Setchell, with LIT assistant director Kyle McGraw (white top) at bottom right. 
Read more about Camp-On-The-Road, and how it went at a second parish, on page 15.
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Diocese welcomes 
8 priests, deacons

Around the campfire

By gisele mcknight

christ church cathedral was 
full to capacity as family, friends 
and supporters worshipped to-
gether at the ordination service 
June 26. 

Bishop David edwards pre-
sided at the ordination of Brenda 
Fowler to the vocational dia-
conate; Dan mcmullen, David 
peer, David Alston and kevin 
mcAllister to the transitional 
diaconate; Ann Fairweather and 
Thomas Nisbett to the priest-
hood, and the reception of 
orders of Neil Osiowy.

The rev. Allen Tapley 
preached on the 21st chapter of 
John, where Jesus appeared to 
seven disciples who were fishing 
on lake Tiberias.

“i felt strongly that this is 
what i needed to talk about 
today,” said Allen.

After peter denied christ 
three times in the lead-up to the 
crucifixion, “the Bible says peter 
wept bitterly,” said Allen, adding 
peter realized his boasts that he 
would die for Jesus were hollow.

“peter had a lesson the night 
of Jesus’s arrest that he would 
never forget.” 

in this text, after the resurrec-
tion, Jesus is on the shore, with 
a fire going, as the disciples are 
fishing. with divine interven-
tion, the men begin to catch 
dozens of fish, and John recog-
nizes Jesus. That prompts peter 
to jump into the water and race 
to shore.

After the men eat breakfast, 
Jesus has a lesson — and some 
redemption — for peter, asking 
him three times, ‘Do you love 
me?’

“John says peter got a little 
upset, saying ‘You know i love 
you.’”

Allen cautioned the eight 
priests and deacons, saying, “we 

can think we’re invincible, as 
peter thought.”

Jesus, asking peter if he loved 
him, was really telling peter, 
‘it’s Ok. i want you to love me 
unconditionally. sometimes you 
won’t be able to, but what’s im-
portant is you try,’ said Allen.  

“You’re not going to have an 
easy ride. people all around you 
will make mistakes. You will 
make mistakes,” said Allen.

“You will think your calling 
was all in your imagination, 
and you should never, ever have 
done this. when you feel that 
way, listen to the dialogue of 
Jesus christ saying, ‘it’s Ok.’

“Don’t think you can do it 
all. You can’t. Today you’ve been 
called into a wonderful work in 
christ, for christ. his grace will 
be sufficient for you.”

Dozens of clergy joined in the 
laying on of hands for the con-
secration of Ann and Thomas. 
each ordinand has people 
designated to vest them in their 
stoles.

The building erupted in loud 
applause as the eight new clergy 
were welcomed to the min-
istry of the diocese, although 
Bishop David called the applause 
“somewhat delicate” — missing 
the “whoop whoop” of last year’s 
ordination.

All eight newly ordained 
priests and deacons admin-
istered holy communion to 
several hundred worshippers. 
Attendance was estimated at 
365, with chairs and speakers 
outside for the overflow.

After the service, the focus 
moved to cathedral memorial 
hall, where a reception was held. 
Bishop David presented certifi-
cates of ordination to all eight, 
and licences to the four who are 
beginning their ministry ap-
pointments.
See ordination photos on page 11

Open House draws a crowd
By gisele mcknight

when sandra craft, vice-chair 
of Diocesan council, began 
planning the first Diocesan 
Open house, she didn’t know 
what to expect. would anyone 
be interested? how many people 
would attend? Did people want 
to know about the buildings and 
ministries of the diocese?

her questions were answered 
with a resounding yes on satur-
day, June 18 in Fredericton.

“i was really pleased — for 
the first time we have done such 
a thing!” she said. “i had hoped 

for around 50-60 and that seems 
to be about right. we had folks 
from all over the diocese.”  

people visited from chatham, 
moncton, kennebecasis pen-
insula, richmond corner and 
even Ottawa.

There were five buildings 
open for visitors: Farraline place, 
the synod Office, Bishop’s court 
to learn about Discipleship 
house, christ church cathedral 
and cathedral memorial hall, 
where visitors found more than 
two dozen ministries on display.

Throughout the afternoon, 
there was a steady flow of people 

to check out the sites, talk with 
exhibitors and enjoy fellowship.

“i never sat down!” said 
verger hank williams at the 
cathedral. “Around 2 p.m. people 
started arriving and they never 
stopped. it exceeded my expec-
tations and people seemed to 
enjoy it.”

One piece of cathedral trivia 
was particularly enjoyable and 
memorable, he said. The stained 
glass windows arrived from 
england perfectly intact. so 
how did they survive an Atlantic 

Open House continued on page 2
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crossing? They were shipped in 
molasses, which provided the 
perfect buffer from the rolls 
and storms of an ocean voyage. 
(There is no information on 
what happened to the molasses!)

colin rayworth worships at 
christ church cathedral, but 
had never seen Bishop’s court or 
the synod Office.

“i wanted to see,” he said, 
while admiring the bishop’s 
residence. “i was always curious 
to get inside these buildings. i’m 
happy i came. i’m impressed.”

At the synod Office, sandra 
had arranged to have visitors 
leave notes of encouragement 
for Bishop David edwards, and 
visitors did not disappoint.

most of the action was at 
cathedral memorial hall, where 
visitors took the opportunity 
to learn about many ministry 
activities around the diocese. 
Among them were members of 
lucy’s sewing group, busy dem-
onstrating their craft through 
the afternoon. They make and 
repair altar linens for christ 
church cathdral.

“i spoke with several display-
ers in the hall and they were 
quite happy with the interest 
shown in their particular dis-
play,” said sandra.

Brenda Arbeau, of st. marga-
ret’s in Fredericton, and her sis-
ter, karen Arbeau of st. mary’s 
in the parish of chatham, took 
in all the sites.

“i’m enjoying myself,” said 
Brenda. “we learned a lot about 
the cathedral,” adding she’d 
never been in the synod Office 
until now.

karen was eager to make the 
two-hour trip to the event after 
walking with Bishop David on 
his pilgrimage earlier in the 
month.

“i wanted to know where 
they make decisions,” she said. “i 
knew nothing about the synod 
Office and i wanted to see it.”

she was not disappointed she 
came, she said.

gina and eddie Quann and 
holly gallant set up their ragdoll 
workshop display to educate 
visitors on the plight of human 
trafficking. 

They did a workshop in 
cambridge-Narrows in April 
and have another planned for 
Quispamsis in the fall.  

“we’re hoping people will 
take it and run with it,” said 
holly. 

erin hodge set up a booth 
to illustrate the work of inner 
city Youth ministry in saint 

John, which works with at-risk 
children in the city. 

“it’s a great idea to know what 
else is going on in the diocese,” 
she said. “Being new, it’s great to 
connect with people.”

The Diocesan Open house 
could become a more regular 
event, considering year one’s 
success.

“maybe this will lead to more 
such events as attendees go back 
to their parishes and spread the 
wonderful news of how great it 
all was,” said sandra.

The following ministries par-
ticipated in the exhibition:

cathedral matters guild; 
guild of st. Joseph; canadian 
Bible society; cathedral Quil-
ters; Threshold ministries; inner 
city Youth ministry; holy Trin-

ity After school sunday school 
program, hammond river; 
Anglican Diocese of Fredericton 
layreaders; NB parish Nurs-
ing; Diocesan choir school; 
central saint John commu-
nity ministry (the chandras); 
creation matters working 
group; Diocesan stewardship 
committee; A Foundation For 
life; Yig – youth and inter-
generational ministries team; 
Diocesan mother’s union; 
spiritual Development Team; 
ragdoll project; Acw; Anglican 
Fellowship of prayer; Diocesan 
Archives committee; camp 
Brookwood; camp medley; Fire 
watch ministries; companion 
Diocese of ho; lucy’s sewing 
group; refugee sponsorship 
program.

Open House continued  
from page 1

Lots of interest shown in diocesan ministries, buildings

Clockwise from top left: 1. Gina Quann and Holly Gallant of 
Miramichi looked after the ragdoll table. Their ministry instructs 
groups how to make a ragdoll as a reminder to pray for victims of 
human trafficking around the world. 2. Wendy Smith of St. Margaret’s 
in Fredericton had good news at the refugee sponsorship Program 
table — a family of four from Liberia had been chosen to come to 
Fredericton under the sponsorship of several local Fredericton 
parishes. (They arrived July 27.) 3. Enid Gardner, wife of well-known 
bible teacher and former rector of Stone Church A. LeDrew Gardner, 
was given the piano as a youngster. She played it for many years in 
the service of the Lord. Upon her death the piano was given to her 
niece-by-marriage, Pat Gardner, who in turn gifted it to Stone Church, 
seeing that the hammers and the lovely cabinet of the piano were both 
restored. When Stone’s Parish Hall came down last fall, the piano 
was regifted, with Pat’s blessing, to Bishop’s Court in Fredericton. 
During the open house tour at Bishop’s Court, Bea Mealey (seen here) 
“visited” the piano that she heard so many times during hymn sings 
and Bible studies at the Gardner home.  4. On duty at the Camp 
Brookwood table was the Rev. Bob LeBlanc, seen here talking to 
Canon Bill MacMullin. In background at left is Carolyn McAuley of 
Fire Watch Ministries, and at the far right is Rita Cyr Bonga of Lucy’s 
Sewing Group.   

mcknight photos
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September 10   
Diocesan Council

September 11 - 14    
Diocese of 
Moosonee

September 15    
Clergy Day, 

Fredericton

September 17   
Gathering of 

Synod

September 18   
Ordination - 

Christ Church 
Cathedral

September 22 - 27   
House of Bishops

September 29   
Celebration of  

New Ministry of  
Thomas Nisbett

October 1          
Diocesan 

Communications 
Workshop

October 2         
Parish of 

Campobello *

October 4         
Celebration of  

New Ministry of  
Paul Ranson

October 9         
Parish of St. Mark 
(Stone Church) *

October 15       
See Through the 

Scriptures -  
Saint John

* Confirmation

t h e   b i s h o p ’ s   p a g et h e   b i s h o p ’ s   p a g e

p r i n c i p a l    
e n g a g e m e n t s

David Edwards is  
Diocesan Bishop of Fredericton.

Speaking a language people understand

WHEN YOU ... listen with all your heart • honour your elders • encourage young people to take over the church often and 

loudly • choose good over evil • welcome the stranger • write the government about the issues that matter • invite a  
co-worker to church • help your dad do housework • get messy with your Sunday school kids • say “Thank you Lord” 

and mean it • Tweet your blessings one by one • introduce your grandchildren to nature • read and share God’s word • 
 ...THEN YOU ARE LIVING THE MARKS OF MISSION  www.anglican.ca/marks

The Five Marks 
of Mission 
series, # 2: 
To teach, 
baptize and 
nurture new 
believers

i know it may be difficult 
to believe, but i strongly 
disagree with this mark of 

mission. 
To be accurate, i think there 

is one word which needs to be 
changed, “new.” i think it should 
read “all believers.” let me ex-
plain why. 
     The idea of teaching and 
nurturing is something that we 
all need throughout our chris-
tian lives. 

i think during the more 
than 40 years that i have been a 
christian my level of faith and 
understanding of what it means 
to be a follower of Jesus has 
deepened. 

i am in constant need of 
teaching and nurturing. 
     it could be argued that this 
mark only applies to new con-
verts, therefore it is about “get-
ting them in and starting them 
off.” After all, isn’t that mission?  
     well, yes and no. The results 
of the evangelism of the church 
are received by a person and 
they respond positively or nega-
tively. 

 That being said, once we have 
decided to follow Jesus, we then 
become part of the continuous 
mission of god. i would suggest 
that we need to be taught and 
nurtured into that role. 
     please bear in mind what 
i have written above as i now 
explore the second mark of mis-
sion. i will be looking at it as it 
relates to evangelism rather than 
the broader idea of mission.  
     evangelism is part of mission. 
put simply, it is the proclamation 
of the gospel of Jesus in word 
and action, with the intention of 
seeing people becoming believ-
ers in him and being baptized. 

mission is the whole work of 
the church as we seek to bring 
the values and actions of the 

kingdom of god/heaven into 
the world. proclamation is part 
but not all of this. 
     During the last few genera-
tions our culture has changed 
dramatically from essentially 
christian to one where there is 
no dominant belief system. 

Therefore, it is more and 
more difficult for the church to 
engage the culture even when 
we try to teach the basics of the 
faith. 
     let me illustrate from min-
istry with children. i am told 
that during the 1950s (i was 
not born!) in outreach min-
istry to the under 10s, pretty 
much any question about Bible 
stories could be asked and a sea 
of hands would go up with the 
right answer.  
     By the time i was heavily en-
gaged with the same age group, 
in the 1970-90s, the answer had 
to be god or Jesus; otherwise 
there was no response. Today 
even that could be a stretch. 
     Now the easy thing to do here 
is to blame the children and the 
parents of past generations. 

This is wrong. we do not 
blame the customers for the 
demise of the once great F.w. 
woolworth or eaton’s, we say 
they did not keep up with the 
times.  
     i could go on to examine 
some of the reasons for this, but 
that is not my purpose here.      

what we have to face is that 
over the past several generations, 
people have lost contact with the 
church and we now face the is-
sue of how to teach, baptize and 
nurture people: adults, youth 
and children who do not really 
understand what we are talking 
about. 
     There are several things we 
can do, but we have to face a 
basic question first. 

Do we want to see men, 
women, boys and girls come into 
a living relationship with Jesus 
and then discover what it is to 
be a member of his kingdom for 
the rest of their days? Journey-
ing with him, guided by the 
holy spirit, living lives which 
are hugely fulfilled and making a 
difference for and in their com-
munities? 
    On the other hand, do we 
want people to come into our 
building on a pretty regular basis 
in order to help us keep things 
going for the next few years and 
hopefully longer?  
     As i have said before, we can 
answer “yes” to either of these 
questions. The only thing i ask is 
if our yes is to the latter, let’s be 
honest enough to name it.  
     Fundraising for buildings and 
such requires a very different 
set of skills than those needed 
for mission. As Bishop i need to 
know what we all need. 
     if our response to the first 
question is yes, then in the 
remainder of this article i am 
going to flesh out some basic 
thoughts, which are by no means 
an all-you-need-to-know kit.    

They are, however, the result 
of serious thought i have given 
to this subject.  
     To enact them will take 
considerable time and we may 
only be beginning to see the first 
fruits when paul ranson, Jas-
mine chandra and that genera-
tion of clergy are coming up to 
retirement. 
     The fundamental issue we 
face is learning to speak a “lan-
guage” people understand. This 
does not merely mean a spoken 
language like english or French, 
though it can include them.  

rather it is about attitudes, 
actions, welcome, authenticity, 
involvement, community, the list 
could go on.  
     it is more likely to happen 
outside our buildings than 
inside. it will almost certainly be 
lay-led and clergy facilitated.  
     Once we have been seriously 
willing to accept the above, then 
we have to be educated and 
experiment at the same time. it 
is rather like going to mexico on 
vacation.      

For most people who go 
south we sit in our resorts, do 
not interact with the locals, 
other than in english, and come 

home having learnt little or 
nothing about mexico.  
     Other people stay outside 
the resort, learn a little span-
ish before they go, try their 
best to connect and in the first 
year, come home wondering if 
they should have stuck with the 
resort. 
     if they persevere, they 
discover that they can do it. per-
haps they take spanish classes at 
home and eventually are able to 
communicate well — not like a 
mexican, but enough to be able 
to exchange ideas, visit people in 
their homes. 

some even go to live in 
mexico permanently. 
     what i am suggesting is that 
we have to identify or create 
places where we can have con-
versations. Not come-to-church 
conversations, but conversations 
without an agenda. Not talking 
to people in order to tell them 
what they ought to do, but com-
ing to know who they are and 
how they tick. 

will this be awkward? Yes, 
but people want to be known. 
     i have been wracking my 
brains, and with the exception of 
several lepers (this was neces-
sary for them to be declared 
ritually clean), i have no recol-
lection of Jesus telling anyone to 
go the synagogue.  
     what he did was say “come 
follow me on this foolish adven-
ture, which leads to death, but 
you will be so amazed by what it 
is that you will be fired up by it 
for the rest of your lives.” 
     The second mark of mis-
sion is simple and complex, but 
ultimately it involves introduc-
ing people to Jesus and saying 
“come walk with us, Jesus is 
leading the way.”

Creation Matters 
Working Group is 

looking for your stories 
about parish gardens: 

community,  
meditation, herb, 
flower and so on. 

Have you made your 
grounds peaceful and 

inviting? Have you 
added benches?  

Tell us! Email:  
cinder46@bellaliant.net
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a r c h d e a c o n r y   s e r i e s

This is the fifth in the series on archdeaconries 
in the diocese. This month we feature the  
Archdeaconry of Chatham

Commission 
report 
continues 
to shape 
archdeaconry

Bishop David Edwards and Archdeacon Richard Steeves on the 
pilgrimage in June. 

PARISHES:

• Bathurst 
• Chatham  
• Derby and 
Blackville 
• New Bandon 
• Newcastle-
Nelson-Hardwicke 
• Restigouche

 

Archdeaconry  
of Chatham  
quick facts

Number of: 
Parishes: 6

Congregations: 12  

Church buildings: 14

Adults: 1,863

Children: 303
2015 statistics

By Gisele McKniGht

The Archdeaconry of chatham 
is large in size and small in num-
ber — a challenge not uncom-
mon in the Diocese of Frederic-
ton. in the past three years, it has 
shrunk from 10 to six parishes.

The archdeaconry is divided 
into three distinct geographic 
areas: the restigouche river Val-
ley, the Bay of chaleur area and 
the miramichi river Valley.

responsibility for the region 
rests with Archdeacon richard 
steeves. his job also includes 
looking after its six incumbents: 
Ann Fairweather in the parish of 
restigouche, sandy macpherson 
in Bathurst, richard mccon-
nell in New Bandon, Thomas 
Nisbett in Newcastle-Nelson-
hardwicke, gordon Thompson 
in chatham and gerry laskey 
in Derby & Blackville, plus three 
other deacons and one honorary 
assistant.

while he’s not been a parish 
priest for three years, he’s been 
the archdeacon for seven — but 
only for two more months.

“i’ve had two, three-year 
terms and a one-year extension, 
but that runs out the end of 
October,” said richard. “Then it’s 
retirement.”

like many clergy, richard 
had a first career before becom-
ing a priest. 

“i was a travelling salesman,” 
he said, adding it was in indus-
trial sales in New Brunswick and 
prince edward island.

richard was born in cape 
Breton and raised in riverview. 
his clergy career has been spent in 
plaster rock, petitcodiac, london, 
Ont. and the miramichi area.

richard was archdeacon 
when Bishop claude miller’s 
Archdeaconry commission 
reports were written, and that 

document has been the guiding 
force in chatham for the past 
three years. it contains some 
startling facts, sobering predic-
tions and tough recommenda-
tions.

“That was big,” he said. 
“There was a lot of disagree-
ment. people thought it was a 
good idea — but don’t touch my 
church.”

The facts showed that the top 
five supporters in all the parishes 
were elderly, complicated by the 
out-migration of young people 
and declining industry in the 
region.

richard remembers speak-
ing to parishioners across the 
archdeaconry about the report, 
and that helped to bring people 
around, he said, “but the process 
following the recommendations 
has been a bit of a challenge.”

still, it has been a necessary 
step in the evolution of the arch-
deaconry, he said.

“i celebrate that report and 
what is taking shape,” he said. “i 
personally believe the future of 
the church in this area depends 
on people accepting the report.”

he believes amalgamations 
and shared ministries are the key 
to staying alive and relevant.

“i see more implementation 
of the commission report in 
the future. i feel it’s necessary 
for them to survive and thrive. 
it might take time and a few 
nudges,” he said.

But the upside, for example, 
of several parishes sharing a 
couple of priests, is they get 
more variety and skills.

“No one person has all the 
gifts needed in a parish. You get 
more talent with more people. i 
think we need more of that.”

These changes he wants to see 
will have a big impact on rich-
ard, because he and his wife, the 

rev. rose steeves, will remain in 
miramichi.

“we bought a house here 
three years ago, and rose is stay-
ing on as deacon with Thomas 
(Nisbett).”

richard will continue to be 
the chaplain at the miramichi 
senior citizens home. he’s 
already there three or four 
afternoons a week, visiting every 
resident several times a month.

“it’s like having a congrega-
tion,” he said, although it’s clear 
this is where his heart is.

sometimes he brings along 
one of the instruments he plays: 
a guitar, mandolin, ukulele or 
banjolele — a cross between a 
banjo and a ukulele. rose plays 
the guitar, so they sometimes 
perform together, what he calls 
an eclectic repertoire of gospel, 
campfire and old songs, with an 
emphasis on funny tunes that 
put a smile on people’s faces.

As he nears retirement, rich-
ard has been looking back at the 
15 years spent in the miramichi.

“i’ve enjoyed it immensely,” 
he said, other than the travel that 
an archdeacon has to bear. “i’ve 
enjoyed being part of the discus-
sion, sharing ideas.”

As an archdeacon, “i got 
a greater appreciation of the 
archdeaconry, all the churches 
and where our archdeaconry 
fits into the diocese. i had no dif-
ficulty because i’ve always had a 
broader view beyond the parish 
level.”

This year, the highlight has 
been the bishop’s pilgrimage 

through the archdeaconry.
“The bishop’s pilgrimage was 

a spiritual journey not only for 
him but also for those who have 
walked beside him. There were 
dozens of people who had the 
opportunity to walk and talk 
with our bishop and get to know 
him better,” said richard.

“we felt christ’s presence 
through our bishop and were 
blessed to be able to participate. 

he was a great example of being 
a humble servant of christ. 

“his humility and servant-
hood were shown at our hope 
café, which is a meal served 
every week for the under-
privileged, where one indi-
vidual spilled a glass of juice. 
Our bishop got paper towel and 
got on his knees and wiped up 
the spill. Now that’s what christ 
would do.”

submitted photo
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Final Safe Church component approved by Diocesan Council
By Gisele McKniGht

Diocesan council approved 
the third and final part of safe 
church at its may 19 meeting in 
sussex.

Diocesan safe church is a 
program that deals with every-
thing from protecting indi-
vidual rights to privacy, to safer 
buildings and the creation of an 
environment where everyone, 
especially children, youth and 
vulnerable adults are safe from 
harm.

Not only have many other 
Anglican dioceses adopted 
similar programs, but other non-
profits like scouts canada have 
taken similar measures as well. 

And as Bishop David ed-
wards said at the April wardens 
and Treasurers Day, this diocese 
is a bit late in implementing the 
program.

“we’re being required to catch 
up. whatever we think about 
it, i know how important and 
vital this is,” he said. “it’s how 
we’re laying a foundation for the 
future.”

The program has three 
components: the safe church 
regulation, related policies 
(misconduct, privacy and police 
record checks) and risk manage-
ment, the part Diocesan council 
just approved.

A summer student was hired 
to develop training modules to 
be used throughout the diocese, 

which will be delivered in early 
fall.

Treasurer irene Adams, a 
member of the human re-
sources committee, which has 
worked for three years on the 
program, explained the timeline 
and the necessity of the pro-
gram. 

 “we must do everything in 
our power to implement safe 
church and work to identify and 
reduce risk,” she said.

 “we’re facing a short timeline 
for implementation. we need all 
parishes and all clergy to help 

make that happen.
“it’s necessary to protect our 

church and the people working 
in our parishes, including vul-
nerable adults and children.”

At both wardens and Trea-
surers Day and Diocesan coun-
cil, some expressed concerns 
about the work required to get 
the program in place at their 
parishes.

however, several people 
spoke on the necessity of safe 
church.

“The hope is to educate peo-
ple and move them along,” said 

mcknight photo

Summer student Aidan Ingalls was tasked with breaking down 
the Safe Church program into several training modules. Here he is 
testing the modules on diocesan staff in July. Safe Church training 
will roll out to parishes this fall.

Archdeacon Brent ham. “we 
put ourselves in very vulner-
able positions with the best of 
intentions… but it [safe church] 
makes us a safer place.

“This is the world we’re living 
in. we need to come on board.” 

indeed, st. John the evange-
list warden michael clark re-
ferred to safe church as “smart 
church” during a report to the 
congregation after wardens and 
Treasurers Day.

“The term smart church truly 
does apply,” he said.

he noted that he and the oth-
er church warden are involved in 
scouts and guides, and much of 
the safe church program has al-
ready been implemented within 
scouting.  

“All of these rules really are a 
smart thing to have in place,” he 
said. 

“knowing these practices are 
in place is not only comfort-
ing for the family of the youth/
vulnerable adults who you are 
entrusted with, but also com-
forting to those in these posi-
tions as it gives them a sense 
of security that these rules are 
in place to protect everyone, 
including them.

“we walked away from the 
[wardens and Treasurers Day] 
meeting thinking that a lot of 
these practices should already be 
in place by a ‘smart’ church. 

“Nothing that was brought 
up should really have been a 

surprise to anyone; it is more 
common sense than anything.  

“A smart church should be a 
safe church and a safe church 
is a smart church.”

At Diocesan council, rose-
marie kingston, president of the 
Diocesan Acw, noted we are far 
behind other groups, including 
minor hockey associations in the 
province.

“Once i got off the defence 
and got on the offence, i found 
it was protecting me. i know it’s 
going to be hard, but we have to 
accept this,” she said.

During the council meet-
ing, youth and intergenera-
tional ministries director colin 
mcDonald noted that in his 
previous work, he has met a lot 
of young people who had been 
abused by people in positions of 
trust.

“A whole pile of that [abuse] 
could have been prevented by 
people inconveniencing them-
selves with such a program,” he 
said.

later in the fall, an audit 
will be conducted to ensure the 
program has been implemented 
in the parishes, said irene. 

The potential for risk is a key 
factor in determining liability 
insurance coverage and its cost, 
which is why the intent is to 
have safe church implemented 
throughout the diocese before 
the next insurance renewal pe-
riod commences.

ABOVE LEFT: On June 4 it was a full house at St. Mary’s in Fredericton during the annual country gospel concert to raise money for Bishop McAllister College in Uganda. 
More than $1,000 was raised. The Copper Kettle Bluegrass Boyz, seen here, include, left to right: Wendall McLaughlin, Ricky Smith, Calvin Brewer, Mark Fisher, John 
Jeffries. Others who took part: Charlene and Sam Johnson; Eileen Hanlon and Al Sherwood, accompanied by Bubs Brown and John Jeffries.

ABOVE RIGHT: A wonderful service very evidently blessed by the Holy Spirit was enjoyed by parishioners of Christ Church in Pennfield on May 1 when Bishop David 
Edwards confirmed several people. Front row, from left: Makayla Hanley, Eve MacDougall, Skye Russell, Sadie Dakai, Landon Thompson (kneeling), Jaden Campbell and 
Sarah LeBlanc. Back row, from left: Bishop David, Canon Keith Osborne, Jeffrey Campbell and Christina Mahar.

submitted photos

Parish happenings
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Results of the 2nd annual bishop’s performance review
The right reverend David ed-
wards, Bishop of Fredericton, 
underwent a second annual 
performance review in may, 
conducted by two lay people, 
one deacon, one archdeacon 
and three synod staff, as well as 
the bishop.
     in keeping with Diocesan 
policies, the intent of the 
review is to assess the bishop’s 
performance, recognize 
achievements and identify 
areas in which further work is 
recommended. 
     here are excerpts from the 
review.     

is the bishop actually doing 
what the job description or 

expectations indicate? 
in reviewing the responsibili-
ties of a bishop, he has the role 
of being ‘the chief pastor of all.’

David is doing an excellent 
job in fulfilling his call and vo-
cation as our diocesan bishop. 
it is clear that he is a person of 
deep prayer and he is 100 per 
cent committed to the spiritual 
health of our diocese. 

he clearly articulates his 
desire to work with the clergy 
and laity to bring about the 
vision and mandate set out 
by those who have a hand in 
shaping the key priorities. 

his dedication to traveling 
around the diocese to support 
clergy and parishes is very 
much appreciated and bearing 
good fruit. 

The level of trust and 
co-operation has significantly 
improved and this is a result of 
David’s ability to communicate 
clearly and be the shepherd 
that we need. 

David feels that he has not 
been able to care for some 
clerics by offering pastoral care 
through visitation. 

he also feels that some 
things are moving too slowly 
and that at times he is treating 
the diocese like a parish. he de-
sires to have more time to pray. 

Are his gifts, talents  
and training what the  

bishop and synod need? 
David’s hands-on approach 
with the diocese ensures he is 
very knowledgeable about any 
current issues and he is always 
working towards resolution. 

David’s gifts for teaching 
and proclaiming the word of 
god are very much needed and 
appreciated. This continues 
to be demonstrated through a 
hands-on approach to teaching 

(e.g., “see through the scrip-
tures” courses, preaching and 
speaking in parishes, diocesan 
events like Acw and layreader 
meetings, community events 
such as the week of prayer for 
christian unity). 

his pastoral support has 
been exemplary and he is 
willing to tackle some of the 
struggles and conflicts in our 
diocese. 

Being a well-educated indi-
vidual and knowing that we will 
be facing a divisive doctrinal 
issue (same-sex marriage), his 
leadership and insight is what is 
needed at this time. 

David feels that he is 
missing some tools, particu-
larly an ability to teach and 
lead people to engage with an 
entrepreneurial edge. 

he did a collaborative 
leadership course through edX 
free online courses and would 
like to do a week-long course 
in entrepreneurial thinking 
somewhere if available. 

Does the bishop have the 
ability to plan for the future, 

be realistic, organize, and 
share plans and visions with 

others effectively? how is this 
demonstrated? (if not, what 
do i feel would be helpful?) 

David clearly has a vision in 
mind for the Diocese and 
shares his plans frequently. 

The Bishop’s charge to 
synod set out a path for getting 
back to the basics of what it 
means to be christian. 

it is encouraged that the 
archdeacons’ abilities be used 
more in supporting his work 
in the different regions of our 
Diocese. 

David feels his vision and 
plan is realistic; however, 
wonders if this is realistic in 
the Diocese of Fredericton. 
we have a significantly aging 
church and it is difficult to 
see how to change this. The 
question is how to move things 
forward. 

The bishop’s major accom-
plishments this past year 

‐ Dealing with difficult pastor-
al situations. 
‐ Dealing effectively with legal 
issues. 
‐ Bishop’s charge, synod 2015 
and study guide. 
‐ Dealing with amalgama-
tions, building closures, and a 
dissolution (all of which were 
handled appropriately and 
with great care). 
 - pilgrimage through the 
Archdeaconry of st. Andrews. 

‐ worshipped with a different 
congregation each week. 
‐ spoke and participated in 
numerous diocesan and parish 
gatherings, events and meetings. 
‐ supported numerous clergy 
and provided pastoral care to 
both clergy and laity. 
‐ Being a responsible leader 
and encouraging this of others. 
‐ encouraging diocesan wide 
fundraising effort in support of 
colin ranson’s medical needs. 
‐ participating publically 
against physician assisted 
death. 
‐ identified god’s call of 
people and supported them in 
continued discernment. 
‐ promoting stewardship. 
‐ revamping synod meet-
ings to have more dialog and 
interaction. 
‐ provided facilitation and 
leadership to two 12 12 12 
groups. 
‐ responded to the vision 
and encouraged the creation of 
a ministry Development Fund. 
‐ Volunteering weekly at 
Outflow by mopping floors. 
‐ making significantly 
difficult decisions and living 
by them...... and on and on 
and on. ‐ “see Through the 
scriptures” days in 5 Arch-
deaconries. 
‐ encouraging diocesan wide 
participation in engaging with 
the “meditative prayer” study 
and supporting clergy to share 
in the leadership. 
‐ NB Anglican Articles. 
‐ pastoral visitations in the 
parish and one on one inter-
views with the clergy. 
‐ Appointment of an excel-
lent warden of layreaders. 
‐ improving the team work 
and efficiency at the synod 
office. 

Areas that need to be  
improved next year

it is wondered if David may 
need to be taking more down-
time for himself to recharge as 
he is consistently on-the-go. it 
is felt that he needs to be care-
ful not to burn out. 

Diocesan council needs to 
be looked at to determine how 
the time and resources could 
be best spent. At times it seems 
like it is a “rubber stamp” 
meeting and is a duplication 
of the faithful work that has 
already been completed at the 
committee level. 

he has also expressed his 
desire to do more teaching. 

Opportunities for  
training, development 

‐ possibly ‘Bishop school’ 
type of activities and ongoing 
meetings with house of Bish-
ops. continued learning from 
other Diocesan Bishops who 
would most likely be a good 
source of encouragement and 
experience. Being a new Bish-
op he has done an outstanding 
job but people are always most 
supportive in the “honey-
moon” period. 
‐ continue to look for a 
week-long entrepreneurial 
study/training opportunity. 
‐ study leadership skills aca-
demically and systematically. 

is the bishop positive in his 
approach, treats his co-

workers in an open, respect-
ful manner? Does he work 
collaboratively toward the 

mission of the Diocese? 

Yes to all. he is very open and 
treats staff with respect. he is 
certainly driven in his work 
toward the mission of the 
Diocese. 

Bishop David gives clear 
messages to congregations and 
clergy as to the responsibility 
and ownership by all mem-
bers, including the bishop, for 
the growth of the church; a 
message consistently delivered 
during celebrations of New 
ministries. 

it is important to remember 
to check in with the clergy that 
may not be as direct with their 
concerns. David feels that he 
tends to miss some people who 
aren’t vocal and desires to be 
more intentional in this area. 

Further comments 
‐ i find David to be a strong 
and capable leader. he is 
knowledgeable, focused and 
willing to work with minimal 
downtime. 
‐ Bishop David is a natural 
leader with significant leader-
ship and management skills. 
‐ The diocese is well served 
by David; he has the vision and 
attitude to move us forward in 
a prayerful christian manner 
so we can continue to spread 
the good news of the gospel. 
‐ it is quite obvious that 
David is continually seeking to 
be faithful to our lord’s calling 
of him as bishop. his very 
presence, his actions, his words 
said and not said, are a gift of 
experiencing the grace of god 
amongst us. 

mcknight photo

Bishop David Edwards, right, serves sandwiches to Bonnie Dean, 
wife of the Rev. David Dean, during the Retired Clergy Tea at 
Bishop’s Court in May. 

“David is doing an excellent job 
in fulfilling his call and vocation as 
our diocesan bishop. It is clear that 
he is a person of deep prayer and 
he is 100 per cent committed to the 
spiritual health of our diocese.” 

B i s h o p’ s   r e v i e w  
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Retired Clergy Tea brings old friends together
By Gisele McKniGht

About 30 retired clergy, their 
spouses and clergy widows 
attended the annual retired 
clergy Tea at Bishop’s court 
may 17.

The event used to be held 
in the fall, but was changed to 
spring time this year. 

The rev. canon howard 
and carol Anningson made a 
special trip from their home in 
Niagara Falls.

“we got the invitation, and 
it’s a long way to come, but 
there was a model train show 
happening as well, and how-
ard likes that,” said carol.

They are also visiting family 
and friends, and are heading 
back to Ontario this week.

howard served from 1990 
until his retirement in 2012 — 
in Bay du Vin, grand manan, 
and the lower west side of 
saint John.

For carol and the rev. 
Bruce glencross, attending a 
diocesan event includes a lot of 
new faces. Bruce retired from 
the Diocese of montreal 18 
months ago. 

Both have strong New Bruns-
wick family connections and 
spent many vacations in kent 
county over the years. Bruce 
inherited the family home in 

clairville in the parish of kent 
and they are enjoying what they 
call their piece of paradise.

“All occasions in the diocese 
are ‘get to know you’ occa-
sions,” said Bruce. 

“it’s a wonderful oppor-
tunity to meet other retired 
clergy,” said carol. “it’s a very 
special feeling to be invited 
and welcomed in.”

Archdeacon patricia Drum-
mond enjoys meeting up with 
many of her colleagues from 
years past.

“This is a lovely annual 
event,” said pat. “i heard sev-
eral people say how it is the 
only time they get to re-con-
nect with old friends and how 
much they look forward to it.

“cheryl Jacobs (the bishop’s 

secretary) and the cathedral 
Acw did a great job of mak-
ing the tea both delicious and 
delightful to look at!”

pat did, however, note that a 
few clergy were not in atten-
dance — for good reason.

“i noticed that several of 
our more recent retirees were 
missing,” she said. “This could 
be because so many of them 

are still filling in in vacant 
parishes.”

Dottie maxwell loves visit-
ing Bishop’s court and was 
enjoying the company of old 
friends during the tea.

“it’s so nice to come and be 
invited to Bishop’s court,” she 
said. “i love it here. it’s lovely to 
be reacquainted with people we 
haven’t seen for a year or two.

“And we love hearing from 
the bishop. he lets us know 
what’s going on in the diocese.”

Bishop David edwards, 
always the humble servant, 
answered the doorbell, greeted 
guests, served platters of food 
and made the rounds, speak-
ing with visitors throughout 
the afternoon.

“having the opportunity 
to meet with retired clergy is 
something i enjoy,” said Bishop 
David. “There are always 
stories which fill in gaps in my 
knowledge and give me a better 
understanding of our diocese. 

“it was a joy to have so many 
people at Bishop’s court, espe-
cially the Anningsons visiting 
from Ontario and Anne marie 
legrand from cape Breton. 

“i am told that those who 
have retired appreciate the 
opportunity to renew acquain-
tances, relive memories and 
meet new people.”

Dottie Maxwell, Archdeacon Pat Drummond, Carol Glencross and her husband, the Rev. Bruce 
Glencross enjoy the food and fellowship at the Retired Clergy Tea May 17 at Bishop’s Court.

mcknight photo

Cleo Cyr, warden of layreaders,  
member of the Parish of Hammond River

Favourite book of the Bible - Proverbs 
Birthplace - Grand Falls, N.B. 
What you love most about God – That He knows each of us 
individually and loves us personally 
Favourite place on Earth - Wherever my grandchildren are 
Farthest you’ve been from home - Hawaii 
Favourite meal or dessert - My mother’s strawberry shortcake 
made with homemade biscuits and fresh whipped cream! 
Biggest fear – Not remaining calm through chaos 
Hidden talent – Remaining calm through chaos 
Favourite movie or book – Historical fiction books are my 
favourite, i.e. Ken Follett’s The Pillars of the Earth 
Your hobby – Cooking and baking 
Three things always in your fridge – Eggs, milk, cheese 
Favourite sports team - Jennifer Jones’ curling team

DIOCESAN SYNOD 2016  
 

Saturday, November 5  
Christ Church (Parish) Church  

245 Westmorland Street, Fredericton  
8:45 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.  

Registration begins at 8 a.m.

Greater Chapter Meetings
• Archdeaconry of Woodstock, Oct. 5  
• Archdeaconry of St. Andrews, Oct. 6  
• Archdeaconry of Chatham, Oct. 11  

• Archdeaconry of Saint John, Oct. 17  
• Archdeaconry of Moncton, Oct. 18  

• Archdeaconry of Fredericton, Oct. 19  
• Archdeaconry of Kingston &  

The Kennebecasis, Oct. 26 

DELEGATES AND ALTERNATES,   
plan to attend your meeting!

Visit our website for 
synod details:  

anglican.nb.ca/synod/
sessions

r e t i r e d   c l e r g y   t e a 
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Diocesan council May highlights
By Gisele McKniGht

Diocesan council met at 
Trinity Anglican church in 
sussex on may 19. here are the 
highlights.

Bishop David spoke on the 
Trinity, using russian artist 
Andrei rublev’s painting The 
Trinity from about the year 
1400 to illustrate the three-
person concept, and the table 
that appears between them. 

“That empty space invites 
us to sit, engage, partake in the 
eucharist,” he said. 

Discipleship house
cheryl Jacobs reported that 

a local support committee has 
been formed to oversee opera-
tions at Bishop’s court (Dis-
cipleship house). The commit-
tee includes kimberly ranson, 
paul ranson, peter Jacobs, 
catherine macdonald and 
kurt schmidt.

house mentors have been 
interviewed and approved. 
Tom pettigrew is team leader 
of inter-Varsity christian 
Fellowship of canada for the 
New Brunswick and prince 
edward island region, and 
matt piamonte will graduate 
as a doctor in a few weeks and 
begin working locally. The lo-
cal committee will be advertis-
ing for residents soon for the 
fall. 

Finance report
gil carter, chair of the 

Finance committee, made sev-
eral motions during Diocesan 
council. All were approved.

The parish of musquash has 
been granted approval to rent 
its rectory, provided the lease 
agreement is revised to address 
some concerns.

The parish of grand manan 
was granted approval to pro-

ceed with the sale of its rectory.
The parish of east saint 

John was granted approval 
for the withdrawal of $12,000 
from its rectory fund for the 
repair of the roof at All saints, 
east saint John.

The parish of Nerepis and 
st. John was approved for a 
$12,000 Diocesan ministry 
Development Fund grant sub-
ject to certain conditions.

council approved an appli-
cation to the Anglican Foun-
dation from the companion 
Diocese team for $15,000 that 
would allow up to eight young 
people from the Diocese of ho, 
ghana, to visit camp med-
ley and camp Brookwood in 
2017. 

canon amendments
chancellor David Bell has 

been working on amendments 
to canons for the past few 
months, and outlined some of 
the suggestions to Diocesan 
council. 

he described most of the 
amendments as a tune-up 
rather than a fundamental 
rethinking of legislation.

One of the amendments 
deals with episcopal incapac-
ity, how a bishop would be des-
ignated as incapacitated, and 
who would act on his behalf. 

“it will likely never be 
needed and never used, but 
the risk to the diocese is still 
there,” said the chancellor. “we 
need this remote safeguard.”

council approved in prin-
ciple amendments to canons 
2, 3 and 5 and recommended 
them to the synod for enact-
ment.

AcW & youth and  
intergenerational Ministries 
reports

rosemarie kingston re-

ported on the Acw annual 
meeting, held in early may at 
the church of the good shep-
herd in saint John. 

it was a successful and 
enjoyable event for the 119 
women who attended.

colin mcDonald spoke 
about camping ministry and 
its importance as the season 
begins.

“it’s incredibly important 
that everybody be praying for 
camp,” he said. “There are all 
kinds of opportunities to share 
the gospel at camp.”

he urged anyone who has 
kids in their community who 
want to go to camp, to contact 
camp medley director maren 
mclean persaud or mary lee 
philips at camp Brookwood.  

Play park

The $12,000 granted to 
the parish of Nerepis and st. 
John will go towards produc-
ing professional architectural 
and engineering plans for a 
play park as a new ministry in 
grand Bay-westfield.

earlier, the church of 
the resurrection sent out a 
community survey to gauge 
interest in an indoor play park. 
The 275 responses were over-
whelmingly positive.

“The hall space is not 
needed and their plan is to 
develop a children and youth 
play space,” said the bishop. 

The church is working 
with a Vancouver group that 
specializes in accessibility for 
children with disabilities.

“This will be a place for 
families to go,” said colin. 
“The goal is to bless the com-

munity with this. The com-
munity doesn’t care if we build 
more churches. They want 
something that will serve the 
community.”

The money requested will 
also help to illustrate the 
project’s plans to potential 
funders. colin anticipates 
much of the funding will come 
from outside sources such as 
government.

lunch
A delicious chicken breast 

and dressing dinner was 
served by the Acw kitchen 
crew at Trinity Anglican 
church in sussex. 

They even managed to 
top that with a scrumptious 
dessert: angel food cake with 
bumbleberry sauce. lunch was 
thoroughly enjoyed!

Finance Committee chair Gil Carter delivers his report, with Susan Jack, Cheryl Jacobs and Canon 
David Barrett at right.

mcknight photo

For the past six years (in honour 
of both Mother’s and Fathers 
Day) members of All Saints’ 
Church in Keswick Ridge have 
brought pictures of their mothers 
and grandmothers, fathers and 
grandfathers and placed them on 
a table at the front of the church 
for the Sunday service. At the 
end of the service Archdeacon 
John Sharpe remarks on the value 
and importance of parents and 
remembrances of them and follows 
with a prayer. This Mother’s Day 
children handed out red roses to all 
the ladies. 

Austin kendAll photo

Remembering Mom & Dad

Stewardship  
Reminders 

Saturday, Oct. 22  
Stewardship  
Workshop
•••

Sunday, Oct. 23  
Stewardship  

Sunday 

Watch eNews for details.
stewardship@diofton.ca 

D i o c e s a n   c o u n c i l 
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Diocesan Council June highlights
By Gisele McKniGht

Before hosting the diocesan 
open house on June 18, Dioc-
esan council met one last time 
before the summer break. The 
highlights are below:

Bishop David edwards 
spoke briefly on the story in 
luke 8 where a demon-pos-
sessed man is healed and the 
demons driven into a herd of 
pigs that subsequently dies.

“Jesus demonstrates his 
power over sickness, nature 
and the supernatural,” he said. 
“The other interesting part is 
what happens later when he 
returns to gadarenes.”

After he drove the demons 
out, the man wanted to go with 
Jesus, but Jesus told him to go 
to his home and tell others of 
this miracle.

“Jesus was told to get out 
[of town] the last time, but 
later Jesus returns and receives 
a tremendous welcome,” said 
Bishop David, adding that 
clearly, the healed man had 
spread the news of the miracle.

“This idea of telling what god 
has done is very important,” he 
said. “Too often we don’t do that. 
we run through our christian 
week, our christian services 
without an opportunity to tell 
what Jesus has done.” 

Appointments  
Diocesan council approved 

motions that the rev. canon 
Tom stradwick, parish of sus-
sex, be appointed to the board 
of the Anglican church homes 
inc.; and that the Ven. cathy 
laskey be appointed to the 
godly play maritimes board as 
the diocesan representative. 

Approvals
Diocesan council approved 

motions granting the parish 
of Denmark and the parish of 

Fundy & the lakes approval for 
rental of rectories not currently 
required to house parish clergy. 

The parish of salisbury & 
havelock was approved for 
a grant, from the ministry 
Development Fund, of up 
to $20,000 for a proposed 
playground, subject to certain 
stipulations.

council approved the ex-
tension of a loan guarantee for 
the inter-parish loan between 
the parish of Fredericton 
and the parish of Nerepis & 

st. John, which was renewed 
for an additional three-year 
period.

council approved a request 
from the parish of upper ken-
nebecasis to accept an offer re-
ceived for the former st. luke’s 
church and lot in Norton. 

Archives update
council approved amend-

ments to the Diocesan pri-
vacy policy B-4, Appendix 
3 – Archives records Access 
requirements. canon David 

Barrett, chair of the Diocesan 
Archives committee, ex-
plained that record availability 
will comply with guidelines of 
the provincial government. 

canon amendments
Diocesan council, after 

much discussion, approved 
in principle and will recom-
mend to synod for enactment, 
proposed amendments to 
canons Four, six and seven. 
some of these amendments 
deal with new wording, formal 
recognition of lay ministers, 
the election of a bishop and 
the appointment of a diocesan 
administrator. 

This motion was simply to 
forward the proposed amend-
ments to synod for discussion 
and enactment in November. 

Performance review
The bishop’s second annual 

performance review took place 
this spring, with the report was 
forwarded to Diocesan coun-
cil for review. The highlights 
include his achievements over 
the past year, his gifts, his vi-
sion for the diocese, his desire 
for more professional develop-
ment and training, and a con-
cern that he take more time for 
himself to avoid burning out. 

You can read more about 
his review on page 6.

Chancellor David Bell addresses Diocesan Council on June 18 at Cathedral Memorial Hall. He outlined 
various proposed amendments to canons, which will come before Diocesan Synod on Nov. 5.

mcknight photo

After her ordination to the priesthood on June 26, the Rev. 
Ann Fairweather presided over her first Holy Communion, 
which was cause for celebration in the Parish of Restigouche. 
A reception and barbecue were held after church on July 10 
to mark the occasion. 

Marking the occasion

submitted photo

Saturday, September 17   
10 a.m.-4 p.m.   

A meeting of all delegates and ex-officio members of Synod has 
been scheduled for Christ Church (Parish) Church,  

245 Westmorland St., Fredericton. Registration begins at 9 a.m. 
As Bishop Edwards shared in his recent pastoral letter, all dioceses 

have been asked to enter into a study of same sex marriage in  
preparation for General Synod in 2019. This gathering of delegates 

and ex-officio members of Synod is to begin this process.  
Registration deadline is Sept. 13. 

Register online: anglican.nb.ca/register/

What you’ll learn:  PCO guidelines  •  social media  •  men-
torship  • website creativity   •  privacy policy  •  interview-
ing skills  • writing & photography
Who should attend:  Parish communications officers, parish 
administrators, clergy, wardens, ministry leaders  and any-
one with an interest in  learning how to communicate their 
parish’s  and group’s news, events and activities.
Location/register: St. John the Evangelist Church, 75 Main 
Street, Fredericton North;  anglican.nb.ca/register

Communications 
Workshop

Saturday, Oct. 1

9 a.m. - 4 p.m.
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General Synod was a 
learning experience

This July, i was one of 
the eight delegates who 
attended general synod 

in richmond hill from the 
Diocese of Fredericton. 

As the youth delegate from 
our diocese, my week began 
a day early, on wednesday 
the 7th, when the youth got 
together to prepare for the 
upcoming week. 

During this time, we prayed 
together, got to know each 
other, and learned the ropes 
for synod meetings. 

it was during this time that 

i began to form friendships 
with the other youth delegates 
and learn more about the other 
dioceses. 

Throughout the week, all of 
the delegates met together to 
discuss many different topics, 
and i was able to hear from 
all the different perspectives 
regarding different challenges 
and steps forwards in parishes 
across the Anglican church of 
canada.  

As most people will know, 
the two greatest topics of dis-
cussion at general synod 2016 

were regarding indigenous 
ministries and the amendment 
to the marriage canon. 

Although these two items 
did take up a significant 
amount of our meeting time 
throughout the week, my 
primary takeaway from synod 
was a greater understanding 
of how the Anglican church 
functions at a national level. 

Overall, i found general 
synod to be a very eye-open-
ing experience from which i 
gained a new perspective on 
the Anglican church. 

Youth delegate Rachel Barrett reports on her time in Toronto

Rachel Barrett, right, youth delegate to General Synod from the 
Diocese of Fredericton, is interviewed  on the first Wednesday of 
Synod for an Anglican piece on youth delegates. 

simon chAmbers photo

• Our General Synod delegates included Bish-
op David Edwards, the Rev. Mary Anne Lang-
maid, the Ven. Robert Marsh, the Rev. Chris-
topher VanBuskirk, Rachel Barrett, Gil Carter, 
Shara Golden and Nancy Stephens. General 
Synod ran from July 7-12.  
• At their provincial caucuses July 9, General 

Primate calls for humility, ‘patience’ after marriage vote
By tAli FOlKins 

Archbishop Fred hiltz, pri-
mate of the Anglican church 
of canada, is asking canadian 
Anglicans to display humility 
and love for one another in the 
wake of the divisive vote on 
same-sex marriage.

hiltz says he prays that the 
church not be riven, but that 
canadian Anglicans strive for 
the “unity of the spirit in the 
bond of peace” mentioned by 
st. paul.  
“more than ever we must make 
efforts not to turn away from 
one another but rather, to one 
another, not to ignore but to 
recognize one another, not to 
walk apart but together,” the 
primate says.  
“we need as a church to work 
hard at maintaining our com-
munion in christ, for in his 
reconciling love is our hope 
and our life.” 
in a statement released July 
14, hiltz said that in light of 
the previous monday’s appar-
ent decision and its reversal 

Tuesday, he prayed the church 
would take seriously a plea 
made by st. paul in his letter to 
the ephesians:

“i beg you to lead a life 
worthy of the calling to which 
you have been called, with 
all lowliness and meekness, 
with patience, forbearing one 
another in love, eager to main-
tain the unity of the spirit in 
the bond of peace” (ephesians 
4:1-3).

when the results were an-
nounced monday, they seem-
ingly rejected the resolution to 
allow same-sex marriages.

The primate then related 
how a resolution was subse-
quently passed to make the 
results public, whereupon it 
was revealed that one vote did 
not end up being recorded as 
falling in the Order of cler-
gy—a pivotal discovery, since 
the vote had initially appeared 
to fail only in that order, and 
by only a fraction of a percent-
age point.  
when he announced the 
resolution had in fact passed 

its first reading, the primate 
said, “The pastoral implication 
was that a number of members 
of synod were disappointed 
and saddened. many wept. The 
synod sat in silence.”

hiltz noted that the is-
sue has “deeply divided” the 
church for a long time, and 
that the division remains de-
spite the vote.  
“in the midst of this division, 
i need to take to heart paul’s 
counsel and i encourage our 
whole church to do the same,” 
he says.  
paul, the primate said, also 
reminds us that as christians 
we are “the Body of christ, 
members one of another,” and 
that, in hiltz’s words, “we, in 
fact, need each other, and need 
to find ways to make room for 
one another.”

canadian Anglicans, he 
said, must now ask themselves, 
“For what kind of pastoral and 
prophetic witness can and will 
we be known?”

hiltz also noted that, while 
the resolution to change the 

marriage canon will be before 
the next general synod, in 
2019, in the meantime it is to 
be considered by diocesan and 
provincial synods.

The primate also said he 
commends a resolution passed 
by general synod Tuesday 
morning, July 12, that reaf-
firmed the 2004 general synod 
statement on the integrity and 
sanctity of same-sex relation-
ships and also called on the 
church to “engage fully...at 
every level” with This holy es-
tate, the report of the commis-
sion on same-sex marriage.

“i call the church to seize 
this opportunity,” the primate 
said, adding that he will ask 
the council of general synod 
(cogs) to look into translating 
at least its executive summary 
and frequently asked ques-
tions, and consider “what 
other resources might be help-
ful” for canadian Anglicans 
pondering the issue.  
he will also, hiltz said, ask 
the bishops to consider how 
the church might encourage 

members to engage more with 
the matter, and ask them also 
to “show strong leadership 
in their dioceses in hosting 
events, dialogues, and studies.”

hiltz said he wants to 
encourage members of the 
church to engage much more 
with lgBTQ2s [lesbian, gay, 
Bisexual, Transgender, Queer/
Questioning, Two-spirited] 
people. 
“we have spent a lot of time 
talking about them. i believe 
we need to take much more 
time to talk with them and to 
learn of their lived experience 
of covenanted love in relation-
ships that are monogamous 
and life-long,” hiltz says. 
“i know that will require of all 
of us a good deal of courage 
and grace.”

hiltz’s statement concluded 
with a request that canadian 
Anglicans pray for one another 
with paul’s words to the ephe-
sians in mind.
Originally published in the 
Anglican Journal online on July 
14.

i greatly enjoyed the op-
portunity to meet other youth 
delegates from across the 
county, and form friendships 
with many new people.  

i would like to thank ev-
eryone for their prayers and 
encouragement for me and 
the other delegates as we met 
together. 

General  
Synod  
notes

Synod members chose their representa-
tives to Council of General Synod (CoGS), 
the Anglican Church of Canada’s governing 
body between General Synods. Those elect-
ed as CoGS members for the next triennium 
(2016-2019) include our own Rachel Barrett 
as a youth member. Congratulations, Rachel!

g e n e r a l    s y n o d



The New BruNswick ANglicAN  /  11    SEPTEMBER 2016SEPTEMBER 2016

Ordination, June 26 
Christ Church Cathedral

Left to right, top to bottom: Procession; laying on of hands as the Rev. 
Ann Fairweather and the Rev. Thomas Nisbett are ordained; group 
photo, back row, the Rev. Kevin McAllister, Canon Leo Martin, the Rev. 
Dan McMullin, Bishop David Edwards; the Rev. Neil Osiowy; front row, 
the Rev. Ann Fairweather, the Rev. David Peer, the Rev. Brenda Fowler, 
the Rev. David Alston, and the Rev. Thomas Nisbett; David Garland 
leads the procession into the cathedral; the Rev. Allen Tapley was the 
preacher; cutting the cake, from left: Kevin McAllister, David Peer, Neil 
Osiowy, Bishop David, Dan McMullin, Thomas Nisbett, Brenda Fowler, 
David Alston, Ann Fairweather; the Rev. Canon Jon Lownds in the dish 
pit; and The Parish of Waterford and St. Marks sent a sizable delegation 
to support its rector, Allen Tapley and assistant curate, Thomas Nisbett. 

mcknight photos
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The bishop’s musings on pilgrimage 2.0
Bishop David edwards began his sec-

ond annual pilgrimage may 29 in the 
Archdeaconry of chatham, beginning 

in Blackville with a community hymn sing and 
ending in campbellton on June 12. his fellow 
pilgrim, Trevor Fotheringham, was with him 
every step of the way and acted as chief route 
planner.

each evening the bishop posted his 
thoughts on the day’s journey. here is a selec-
tion of those posts:

Day 2: Today has been a day of firsts: my 
first fishing trip and first fish. we completed 
the walk from Blackville to grey rapids in just 
under two hours. it was great to be accompa-
nied by about eight people. we decided to fish 
from various wharves up and down the river. 
we had a fine time and i only managed to 
catch a tree with my hook once.

At our second stop, wilson’s point, i hooked 
a striped bass and managed to land it. The 
method here is catch and release, so my captive 
is now happily back in the river swimming 
away. i have to say that if i managed to snag 
him he cannot be very bright.

Day 4: Today we walked from millerton 
to Newcastle. it was a lovely day for walking 
and we were joined by several people, which is 
always a joy. we had a great feast this evening 
and an opportunity to share evening prayer 
with about 30 people.

Day 6: Today was a different day, this morn-
ing we walked from st. paul’s Bushville to st. 
mark’s Nelson, not a long journey. we then 
attended the hope café held in st. Andrew’s 
hall, Newcastle. This is a meal served every 
Friday to folks who live in the area, today there 
were about 35 present for a ham salad and 
dessert. 

whilst i was sitting at one of the tables i had 
the opportunity to speak to one of the men 
waiting for his meal. he said, “i love the smell 

of lilacs at this time of year. it is like the love of 
god all around us.” 

As we have walked over the last few days i 
have noticed the fragrance becoming greater 
and greater, filling the air yards away from 
every bush. 
i have reflected upon the words of my lunch-
time companion for much of the rest of the 
day. The love of god is everywhere within and 
beyond his creation. 

Day 7: Today as we have moved from one 
venue to another i really believe i have had a 
sense of what christian community should be 
like. This morning at 7 a.m. we had breakfast 
with the pastor’s support group in the parish of 
chatham. This is a group of men who meet on a 
monthly basis to share needs, pray and support 
the rector, the rev. gordon Thompson. 

since my induction they have sent me a 
card every time they gather to remind me that 
they are praying for me too. it was good to 
meet with them this morning. They prayed for 
Trevor and me, laying hands on us as we left. 
During the walk over the bridge and beyond 
we had numerous people with us, and others 
joining along the way. There was a wonderful 
atmosphere of togetherness as we walked and 
joked en route. 

Day 8: we have had a wonderful day here in 
Bathurst. Today we came together to celebrate 
holy communion; it was good to have both 
Archbishop miller and Archdeacon Tom 
crowther in the congregation. After lunch we 
took an 8 km circular walk around part of the 
parish. in all 40 people joined us and i was able 
to try out my new walking stick.

This evening i received a wonderful gift. 
last fall when i came to visit Bathurst i took 
home communion to mrs. Thelma Jamieson. 
As it happens Thelma is the mother of one of 
my former parishioners from stone church. 

whilst i visited i admired the beautiful af-
ghans she makes. well today, she brought one 

for me at supper time. i was bowled over by 
both her work and her generosity.

Thelma told me that when life gets tough i 
am to wrap myself in the afghan and take the 
time to be with god as he works things out. 

we have had a wonderful day here on this 
part of the North shore. god has been very 
present.

Day 9: some of the folks from Bathurst 
walked with us pretty much until the city limit. 
we anticipated that we would be walking alone 
for the rest of the way to st. Alban’s church, 
but no, we were met by people from the parish 
of New Bandon, just before the Bathurst crew 
left us. walking with people from the parishes 
has been one of the joys of this journey.

Day 11: This evening we prayed together 
in the church of st. mary. There were 25 of us 
altogether and it was a very uplifting experi-
ence. As i reflect on the pilgrimage so far the 
most encouraging aspect has been the quality 
of worship we have shared along the way. There 
has been a very real sense of the holy spirit 
being present among us in the various venues 
where we have come together.

i truly believe that god is speaking to us as 
we travel and speaking into the communities 
we are visiting. 

Day 12: we made it, a walk of 25 kms, lon-
ger than anything i walked last year. it shows 
that training makes a difference. we travelled 
from Dalhousie to campbellton.

For most of the way it remained dry, but as 
we entered the city it began to rain steadily, 
not as much as much as yesterday, but enough. 
sadly, the plans for tomorrow’s trip along the 
river have had to be shelved, as the water is too 
high for us to be safe.

One of things which has become clear 
today is that things can move quickly and it is 
necessary to respond to them as best we can. 
The plan to travel the river is impossible, hence 
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The bishop’s musings on pilgrimage 2.0
for me at supper time. i was bowled over by 
both her work and her generosity.

Thelma told me that when life gets tough i 
am to wrap myself in the afghan and take the 
time to be with god as he works things out. 

we have had a wonderful day here on this 
part of the North shore. god has been very 
present.

Day 9: some of the folks from Bathurst 
walked with us pretty much until the city limit. 
we anticipated that we would be walking alone 
for the rest of the way to st. Alban’s church, 
but no, we were met by people from the parish 
of New Bandon, just before the Bathurst crew 
left us. walking with people from the parishes 
has been one of the joys of this journey.

Day 11: This evening we prayed together 
in the church of st. mary. There were 25 of us 
altogether and it was a very uplifting experi-
ence. As i reflect on the pilgrimage so far the 
most encouraging aspect has been the quality 
of worship we have shared along the way. There 
has been a very real sense of the holy spirit 
being present among us in the various venues 
where we have come together.

i truly believe that god is speaking to us as 
we travel and speaking into the communities 
we are visiting. 

Day 12: we made it, a walk of 25 kms, lon-
ger than anything i walked last year. it shows 
that training makes a difference. we travelled 
from Dalhousie to campbellton.

For most of the way it remained dry, but as 
we entered the city it began to rain steadily, 
not as much as much as yesterday, but enough. 
sadly, the plans for tomorrow’s trip along the 
river have had to be shelved, as the water is too 
high for us to be safe.

One of things which has become clear 
today is that things can move quickly and it is 
necessary to respond to them as best we can. 
The plan to travel the river is impossible, hence 

something had to be done. we now have a new 
tomorrow which will bring us things we had 
not anticipated.

in our following of Jesus, it is easy to be-
come complacent or unprepared to accept a 
fluid situation. in the Bible we see great fluidity 
when people have real encounters with Jesus. 
some of the disciples were minding their own 
business when Jesus appeared on galilee’s 
shore and said “Follow me.” 

Our christian lives have become very reli-
ant upon institutional ways of doing things. we 
do not respond well to the changing circum-
stances in which we find ourselves. if we can-
not learn to be quicker on our feet we will miss 
the possibilities which a changed situation will 
bring.

Day 13: we have had an excellent day 
touring around different parts of the area and 
walking about 16 kms in total. There was also a 
good crowd of people with us and this evening, 
in fact st. Andrew’s church was nearly full.

Day 14: we conquered sugarloaf mountain 
today. i have to say that for me it was hard 
work. Although it is only a walk of 0.9 kms, it 
is very steep and rugged. i was reminded of a 
song we used to sing in sunday school, “when 
the road is rough and steep fix your eyes upon 
Jesus.” There were a couple of times climbing 
that i thought i might be doing that rather 
more quickly than anticipated!

Today’s journey reminded me that in our 
christian walk we always face paths of relative 
ease and also steep sections which require all 
that we can give in order to get over them.

There were times on the mountain today 
when i thought i would not make it. Oddly the 
worst of these was coming down. 

As i left the summit i lost my footing on the 
steep, worn rocks there. suddenly i was falling 
forward towards jagged stones. i struggled to 
have my walking stick get a grip. At the third 
attempt, when i was sure i was going to come 

crashing down, it locked against a rock and i 
steadied myself.

During the next few years as a diocese we 
will continue to face the rough and the smooth. 
There will be times when we think we are not 
going to make it and there will be times of joy 
as we look back to where we have come from. 
we can rely upon Jesus if we are willing to risk 
the mountain. in the light of that i finish where 
i began today remembering a line of a hymn 
from childhood, this time, from school, “my 
faith it is an oaken staff, oh let me on it lean.”

Day 15: Today we celebrated holy commu-
nion in christ church, campbellton. it was a 
fitting end to the journey, because the eucha-
rist is about thanksgiving. primarily we give 
thanks for god’s love for us and his actions in 
sending Jesus to give a way back to him.

There has been no greater act in the history 
of the world than this. Jesus’ death and resur-
rection mean that we can find our true, intend-
ed identities as children of god. we are able to 
go beyond what we have known towards what 
was meant to be.

without god’s action in Jesus there would 
be no church and no pilgrimage. it is because 
of god’s gracious work through his son that 
we can be thankful for the blessings we receive 
in this life. 

This morning as i celebrated the sacrament, 
i was grateful to god for all he has achieved 
over the last two weeks of walking. it has been 
a great privilege for me to have a glimpse of 
how god is working his purpose out among us.

it is with thanksgiving that i end this series 
of blogs. i look forward to the journey continu-
ing during the next year as we continue to walk 
the walk god has called us to as a diocese. 

i also hope that, god willing, i will be on 
the road again walking with and meeting many 
others from another part of our province 12 
months from now.
To read the bishop’s pilgrimage blog in its 
entirely, visit anglican.nb.ca/wp/pilgrimage/

# 1 - Day 2   Bishop David goes fishing for the first time in his life, catches and 
releases a fish in the Miramichi River.
# 2 & 3 - Day 3  Trevor and David were rarely alone on the pilgrimage. Only a 
handful of kilometres were spent alone — a marked difference from last year when 
several days were spent alone.  The bishop and Trevor at the Miramichi Folklore 
Park with parishioner Marshall Curtis.
# 4  Day 4  Walking in the Chatham area.
# 5 & 6- Day 5 Lobster lunch at St. John the Evangelist in Bay du Vin. Walking in 
the Miramichi region, with the Rev. Rose and Archdeacon Richard Steeves, and 
parishioners.
# 7 - Day 6  Rainy day in Miramichi
# 8 - Day 7  Turkey supper at St. Georges, Bathurst.
# 9 - Day 8  At the memorial to Irish Settlers, Bathurst
# 10 - Day 14  The Bishop and entourage arriving at the top of Sugarloaf Mt., 
Campbellton.
# 11 - Day 14  The bishop and Trevor Fotheringham having a well-earned rest at the 
end of the pilgrimage in Campbellton.7
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The blessings  

By Gisele McKniGht

if the truth were known, carter 
scott did not want to go to Tec 
(Teens encounter christ) at all. 
But his youth minister, Jessie 
gowan, was persistent.

“she was really pushing me to 
go, but i thought it didn’t sound 
so great,” said carter, 17, a mem-
ber of st. paul’s in hampton. 

in the end, he went, reluc-
tantly.

As a camp medley summer 
student, he wasn’t so sure that 
going to such a familiar place as 
a participant rather than a leader 
was going to feel right, and at 
first, it didn’t.

“i was out of my element as a 
camper.”

But he settled in and even the 
first session had him hooked.

“we started right in talking. 
There were no ice breakers. we 
went right into it, in-depth.”

Tec is an annual weekend 
away from the demands and 
distractions of the world where 
no topics, no questions are off 
limits. 

it’s a place for young people 
16-21 to discover the mystery of 
salvation and have their mis-
givings and doubts about god, 
Jesus and christianity addressed. 

Tec began in October 1965 
in the roman catholic church in 
michigan.  it was brought into 
the Anglican church in 1979.  

it started in the Diocese of 
Fredericton in 1995 after some 
youth from here attended a 
weekend in Newfoundland.

By the end of the Victoria 
Day long weekend, carter’s hesi-
tation had evaporated. he spoke 
at the final service about what 
the weekend had done for him.

“it was one of the best deci-
sions i ever made. it was an 
amazing experience,” he said.

it turns out that Jessie — and 
god — knew that carter needed 
a new christian experience.

“i was kind of going through 
the school year, thinking this 
was more like a chore,” he said of 
his christian life. 

“Tec really pulled me back 
to the path of christ. it’s not a 
chore at all. it’s a lifestyle.”

what appealed to carter was 
the way the program helped him 
discover new ways to express 
christianity.

“The rest of the weekend was 
like the first day — eye-opening, 
thought-provoking,” he said. 
“it opened up many avenues of 
what christianity can be.”

what stands out for carter 
is the final night, which he said 
kids talked about for long after.

“it was a night of worship and 
prayer. They got rid of the tables 
and everyone could sit or stand 
or whatever. we were just sing-
ing and praying. 

“people would just come up 
to you and ask if they could pray 
for you. whole groups were 
praying with hands on a person. 
it was very emotional.”

what has stayed with carter 
months later is the lesson that 
church and worship can be done 
in many different ways.

“it doesn’t always have to be 
sitting in pews,” he said.

his plan is to return next year 
as a helper.

what carter scott and Anna 
caines have in common is the 
multitude of blessings each has 
received by attending Tec. 

Anna has been involved for 
much of the last two decades, 
first as a teen and since then, 
fulfilling various leadership roles 
as an adult.

“it’s something i’ve par-
ticipated in for a long time and 
something i definitely support,” 
she said.

her first encounter with Tec 
happened when she was 16.

“it was one of the first times 
god really moved powerfully in 
my life,” she said.

she made many connections 
and friends that made the week-
end complete.

Nowadays, she is happy to see 
many teens in her own church, 
the church of the resurrection 
in grand Bay-westfield, attend 
and make similar discover-

ies about god, Jesus, the holy 
spirit and christianity that she 
experienced.

“i’ve been walking with teens 
for several years and one of them 
this year made a faith decision,” 
she said. “There is story after 
story of that.”

But she realized it’s not just 
teens who can benefit. she 
encourages adults to go as well 
to help lead the weekend and 
experience their own blessings.

 

Teens Encounter Christ 

of   
TEC

“One adult i know went to 
be part of the prayer team. After 
Tec, her prayer life just took off. 
it’s awesome to see.”

Tec’s appeal for Anna is the 
freedom to experience god.

“You give god space to 
speak,” she said. 

“we can be so busy that there 
isn’t always that space. it’s creat-
ing that environment — giving 
space so you can hear god.”  

Anna says she always comes 

away feeling blessed, and she’s 
seen the same thing happen 
to many, many others over the 
years.

“every year is different but 
what stays steady is the bless-
ings,” she said. “The fruit from 
Tec in this diocese has been 
good.”

Tec takes place every may 
on the Victoria Day long week-
end. plan to attend next spring.
Visit the website: http://tecnb.ca/

Friendship is one of the lasting benefits of TEC.  At TEC, organizers arrange a special meal called the Agape 
Supper. When entering for supper some of the team pass out flowers to those in the conference room — just 
as a simple expression of love. Here, the Rev. Paul Ranson received a rose during a previous TEC weekend. 
The event is held each year at Camp Medley for young people ages 16-21 on the Victoria Day long weekend 
in May. 

submitted photos

i n t e r g e n e r a t i o n a l   m i n i s t r i e s
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CAMP-ON-THE-ROAD 
IS A HIT!

i n t e r g e n e r a t i o n a l   m i n i s t r i e s

By Gisele McKniGht

last winter when camp medley 
director maren mclean-persaud 
began to develop the camp On 
The road summer program, she 
had three aims: bring a unique 
ministry program to parishes; 
bring camp to kids who may not 
be able to go to camp; and give 
the teenaged leaders-in-training 
and staff a unique, hands-on 
learning experience outside of 
camp.

camp On The road has 
completed its first week, and she 
is happy to report the objectives 
have been met.

“The growth i’ve seen in them 
alone is amazing,” she said of the 
liTs. “every night i see some-
thing different in them.”

The program trains prospec-
tive camp counsellors, then 
sends them out to operate vaca-
tion bible school to apply the 
skills they’ve learned at camp. 
There are two groups of liTs at 
camp this summer.

During the week of July 
11-15, two liT directors and 
four liTs visited the parish of 
gagetown. For four days, they 
operated a vacation bible school 

for 22 local children aged 6-12, 
with the help of a dozen parish 
volunteers. 

maren chose the parish of gag-
etown for two reasons: it’s closest 
to the camp, allowing the staff 
to return there each evening to de-
brief and sleep. And her husband, 
the rev. christian persaud, is the 
deacon-in-charge there.

Both were in and out all 
week, making sure this pilot 
project was going smoothly, but 
they need not have worried.

“The young people came and 
helped us set up, and the kids 
have really responded to them,” 
said margie cruickshank, the lo-
cal VBs co-ordinator. “it’s been 
a great team. we’re so happy to 
have them! god has blessed us 
in so many ways.”

“it’s been going very well and 
the energy is high,” said liT 
director Allyson caldwell. 

“This has exceeded my expec-
tations. i was nervous the first 
day and the liTs were nervous, 
but they’ve really stepped up.”

This is the eighth year that 
margie and others in the parish 
have operated a VBs. The need 
became apparent after they did 
community visits in 2007 and 

found the common response was 
there weren’t enough activities 
for children in the rural com-
munity.

The parish believes this com-
munity outreach is vital for area 
children.

“They certainly relate to the 
love of god,” she said. “it’s been 
a real blessing to the community. 
we’re helping to plant seeds and 
see them grow.”

As with many parishes, most 
of the volunteers are older, so 
the addition of several young 
people to lead the activities has 
been welcome, said margie.

At the river road lions club 
in upper gagetown, the parish 
team took care of the snacks and 
the facilities, while the camp 
team led the mud painting, tree 
planting, science experiments, 
tie dying and the sports.

each day they closed the 
session with an indoor camp-
fire, complete with a bucket of 
red and orange tissue paper to 
simulate a fire, and sang their 
campfire songs.

There is a good reason for 
all the songs, activities and the 
campfire — it helps nurture a 
desire to attend real camp as the 

children get older.
“most of the kids who go 

through VBs usually go to camp 
medley, and a lot go through on 
our program,” said margie.

Their program is the Betty 
hamilton scholarship Fund, 
which, in recent years, has sent 
75 kids to camp. 

“This place and camp medley 
might be the only places they 
hear about Jesus,” said margie. 
“This is the avenue by which you 
reach lives.”

christian agrees with margie, 
saying, “some of the kids have 
relatives in the parish, but a lot 
of them have no church affilia-
tion.” 

On the last day, the parish-
camp team, children, parents 
and grandparents gathered for 
a barbecue and short ceremony, 
with each child receiving a Bible, 
courtesy of canon Bill mac-
mullin and the canadian Bible 
society, and a card with a photo 
of themselves taken during VBs, 
as a reminder of their week. 

The camp On The road team 
included liT director Allyson 
caldwell and assistant director 
kyle mcgraw, and liTs louanna 
webb, michelle cheverie, cam-

eron hoyt and chris setchell. 
The second and final camp 

On The road for 2016, with a 
new group of liTs, took place at 
christ church (parish) church 
in Fredericton Aug. 2-5. it part-
nered with st. margaret’s, which 
ran a successful VBs last year. 

One of the parish organizers, 
Nancy robinson, was pleased 
with how the week went, adding 
there were 18 kids in attendance.

And the new group of liTs 
were demonstrating their 
talents, skills and training with 
the kids. They included caitlin 
mason, Adam Young, emily mi-
flin, robinson cassidy matthew 
pittman and keenan chandler. 

“They’re doing very well,” 
said Allyson. “The two groups 
[of liTs] are totally different — 
different personalities, differ-
ent skills — but it’s been really 
good.”

with the liT pilot project go-
ing so well this summer, maren 
hopes for an expansion of the 
program next year, with more 
liTs and more parishes partner-
ing with them to offer a VBs 
program. she also hopes that 
will include parishes that are far-
ther away from camp medley.

mcknight photos

VBS, using Camp Medley’s Camp-On-The-Road program at Christ 
Church (Parish) Church, left, and in the Parish of Gagetown, above.

LEFT: Leader-in-training assistant 
director Kyle McGraw and LIT 
Caitlin Mason help with crafts at the 
Christ Church (Parish) Church - St. 
Margaret’s VBS program Aug. 4. 

RIGHT: The Rev. Christian Persaud, 
deacon-in-charge in the Parish of 
Gagetown, presented each VBS 
participant with a bible and photo of 
themselves taken during the week. 
Here, he and local VBS organizer 
Margie Cruickshank present a bible 
and photo to Reanna Smith. 
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‘Singing 
is alive 
and 
well in 
church’

By Gisele McKniGht

Diocesan choir school, in 
its 59th year, had an excellent 
week at rothesay Netherwood 
school July 3-10. its final per-
formance saw a choir of 110 
at Trinity Anglican church in 
saint John.

“As we prepare for our 60th 
year, there is every indication 
that singing is alive and well 
in church,” said the rev. chris 
hayes, administrative director. 
“we look forward to many 
more years.”

A team of a dozen helped 
plan the week, which saw 35 
junior choristers, nine young 
adults, 41 adults and a sup-
port staff of 27. Among the 
staff were spencer Belyea and 
christopher lane (music dir-
ectors); Nhat-Viet phi (Toto) 
(accompaniest); and kevin 
parks (adult clinician).

“i’d like to send a special 
thanks to cleo cyr, who 
stepped in at the last minute to 
serve as nurse,” said chris.

This was a special year for 
the hayes family, which saw 
all six of them at choir school, 
with chris’s wife, christine 
and their four children, laura, 
stephen, sarah and patrick as 
participants.

To celebrate Diocesan 
choir school’s 60th anniver-
sary next July, the festal choral 
evensong, the finale of the 
week, will take place at christ 
church cathedral in Frederic-
ton. 

Diocesan Choir 
School celebrates 
59th year

Top photo: The Procession at St. Paul’s, 
Rothesay, with members sporting the blue 
T-shirts for 2016; Middle left: Music directors 
Christopher Lane and Spencer Belyea; Middle 
right: Waiting for rehearsal: front row - 
Sebastian Vanicek, Logan Cunningham. Back 
row -  Greg Vanbuskirk, Joel Robertson. Above: Adult choristers Caroline Brittain, Heather Hynds and Donna Dobbin; Above right: Adult clinician Kevin Parks, 

with accompanist Nhat-Viet (“Toto”) Phi in background. 

submitted photos
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A summer confirmation: ‘It’s never too late!’
By Gisele McKniGht

everyone has very personal 
reasons for choosing to be-
come confirmed. For Judy 
kendall, it was gratitude.

“Over the last 20 years, i’ve 
had a lot of health problems — 
including four back surgeries,” 
she said.

“Now i’m always thanking 
god for all his help in getting 
through these years, and i 
wanted to reconfirm and show 
my faith again,” she said.

she had been confirmed as 
a child in the united church, 
but switched to Anglicanism 
along the way. when a refresh-
er course was offered recently, 
she jumped at the chance.

“i thought that would be 
wonderful and i was very glad 
that i did.”

Bishop David edwards con-
firmed Judy and three others at 
st. george’s Anglican church 
in moncton on July 17. it was 
an unusual mix of people: Judy 
at 63; brother and sister David 
and Namrata Jacobie, immi-
grants from india; and irene 
Arthur, in her 80s.

namrata Jacobie

The Jacobie family had lived 
in the u.s. for several years, 
but when Namrata’s father’s 
job ended, they wanted to stay 
in North America. when a 
job came up in canada, they 
happily moved to calgary, and 
more recently, to moncton. 

The family had been Angli-
can in india, but with all the 
moving around, Namrata had 
never been confirmed.

“i’d always wanted to do it, 
but we were never in one place 
long,” she said, adding they 
left india when she was 5. “But 
now the timing was perfect. i 
just felt i wanted to learn more 
and understand and know 
more of the scriptures.”

when her father arrived in 
moncton last year for work, 
he discovered st. george’s and 
began attending. Namrata, 19, 
arrived earlier this year, and 
found the spiritual home she’d 
always wanted.

“when i first came here, 
i was so surprised,” she said. 
“i’ve never had a pastor who 
knew my name! it’s so friend-
ly!”

sadly, time is short for 
Namrata’s stay in moncton. in 
the fall she will leave for the 

university of British colum-
bia’s Okanagan campus for 
studies in human kinetics. 

David Jacobie
A computer engineering 

student at the university of 
Victoria, David Jacobie’s story 
is similar to his sister’s

“i’ve always wanted to 
be confirmed,” he said. “i 
originally planned to do it in 
calgary, but the bishop wasn’t 
available so i wasn’t able to do 
it before i left there.

“Once my whole family was 
in moncton and i was back 
from Victoria, i was hoping to 
get it done.”

The timing was perfect. Da-
vid was home from university 
and was able to take confirma-
tion classes and achieve his 
goal. 

One of the reasons he 
wanted to be confirmed was 
because he could not take holy 
communion without it.

“At first i mainly wanted it 
to receive holy communion, 
but my reasons changed,” he 
said. “i decided it’s a really im-
portant process. And i simply 
wanted to have a better under-
standing of the scriptures.”

The whole experience has 
been new and enlightening for 
David.

“i didn’t really think the 
classes would teach me any-
thing i didn’t know,” he said. 
“But once i attended the first 
class i learned the importance 
of confirmation.

“i’m glad i did it when i was 
older and have a better under-
standing. it was different than 
i expected, but the classes were 
fun and i learned a lot.”

irene Arthur
rounding out the confirma-

tion group is irene Arthur, age 
86.

Over the years, irene had 
made a few attempts to be con-

firmed, but they never worked 
out.

“i tried in 1953,” she said, 
but she had just started a new 
job at eaton’s and couldn’t get 
the time off to attend classes.

Another attempt in the 
1970s didn’t work out either. 

“many sundays have gone 
by since then,” she said. 

so when she heard about 
confirmation classes this year, 
she talked to chris.

“i was so nervous, but it was 
now or never!” 

The classes proved easy for 
her, because, as she says, “i go 
to church every sunday.”

irene has achieved a lifelong 
goal and she couldn’t be hap-
pier, saying chris was her 
support and Bishop David was 
wonderful.

she has a message for those 
who think their opportunity 
for confirmation has passed: 
“it’s never too late.” 

For the rev. chris Van Bus-
kirk, holding a confirmation in 
the summer might have been 
ill-advised, but it all worked 
out.

“catechism classes were 
held for the candidates at 
peoples’ park Tower/ camden 
Terrace chapel on monday af-
ternoons, and, thankfully 
we were joined by six of our 
amazing seniors,” he said. “Ac-
tually, not only did they join in 
the classes as ‘refreshers,’ they 
even hosted a reception for the 
newly confirmed on our last 
day.”  

he is especially grateful and 
blessed by the bishop’s willing-
ness. 

“Bishop edwards’ visit to 
st. george’s church in monc-
ton was special. it was the last 
free sunday on his summer 
schedule, and he generously 
offered it up. we give thanks 
and praise be to god for his 
gracious providence.”

July 17 was a joyous celebration 
at St. George’s Anglican Church 
in Moncton as four people 
were confirmed by Bishop 
David Edwards. At top left is 
Namrata Jacobie; at top right 
is her brother, David Jacobie. 
At left is Judy Kendall, and 
at right is Irene Arthur, who 
at 86, seized the opportunity 
to be confirmed after several 
attempts to take confirmation 
classes throughout her life, 
proving, as she says, ‘it’s never 
too late!’

submitted photos

‘I was so nervous, but 
it was now or never!’
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Layreaders’ Day with the Bishop focuses on doctrine
christ church (parish) church 
was the host venue for the 
layreaders’ Day with the 
Bishop held may 14. 
     in attendance were 95 dioc-
esan and parochial layreaders 
as well as layreaders-in-train-
ing. A number of clergy were 
also present.  
     The day began with a cel-
ebration of eucharist followed 
by a time of fellowship. 
     cleo cyr, warden of 
layreaders, presented  an over-
view of the layreader train-
ing program highlighting the 
layreader and clergy resource 
sites located on the diocesan 
website and the layreader 
update document distributed 
at the event and also available 
on the website.   
     For the remainder of the 
morning Bishop David ed-
wards gave a dynamic presen-
tation of what church doctrine 
is and isn’t and why doctrines 
are necessary. 
     he described church doc-
trine as the container of beliefs 
in which we hold our christian 
faith. we need doctrine: 
• for structure  and unity 
• to keep us on a certain path 
while helping to define who we 
are as Anglicans and chris-
tians 
• to allow us to discuss ideas 
and validate our beliefs. 
     Doctrine is scriptural and 
open to interpretation. how-
ever, there are core doctrine 
that shape our christian faith 
and assert our beliefs as neces-
sary for salvation. 
     examples of core doctrine 
include: 

• The Bible is God’s Word (all 
66 books) 
• God is Three-in-One  (the 
Trinity) 
• Jesus is ‘fully God’ (He was 
there from the beginning) 
• We are saved by faith (salva-
tion) 
• There is life after death (eter-
nity) 
• God’s love for us is without 
question 
• Repentance is necessary 
     Bishop David also described 
adiaphora as another type of 
doctrine where some of our 
beliefs are not necessary for 
salvation. 
     in christianity adiaphora 
means that something is debat-

able and spiritually neutral.   
     “There are essentials of the 
christian faith such as the 
deity of christ, monotheism, 
christ’s physical resurrection, 
etc. that are core.  
     “however, there are also 
topics that deal with issues 
that are non-essentials. so in 
a general sense, adiaphora 
means those christian teach-
ings which are neutral, things 
that are neither commanded 
nor forbidden in scripture.   
     “An example of this might 
be what time of the day a 
service should be held,” said 
Bishop David. 
     A problem arises with what 
lies on the ‘edges of core.’ The 

Warden of layreaders Cleo Cyr, above, addresses the gathering on May 14. Bishop David Edwards taught the importance of church 
doctrine to the group.

mArk jAcobs photos

space between descriptions of 
core and adiaphora doctrine 
may lead to conflict.  
     Bishop David concluded 
the day helping participants 
understand the practical ways 
our beliefs are expressed as 
members of the Anglican 
communion. 
     in summary he described 
doctrine as a “container of be-
liefs in which is contained our 
faith, not to restrict us but to 
help us understand the nature 
of god in the world so we can 
be imitators of christ.” 
     evaluations from those who 
attended the day were ex-
tremely positive and filled with 
commentary that will be used 

to help plan future training 
events.  
     layreaders are encouraged 
to check the layreader site   
< anglican.nb.ca/wp/layread-
ers/ > to learn where ongoing 
training sessions are being 
held.  
     heartfelt thanks are 
extended to peter and mark 
Jacobs for providing video and 
technical support for layread-
ers’ day, and the host church 
for much appreciated lunch 
and snacks. 
     The warden of layreaders 
can be contacted at any time 
at 506-647-8170 or cleocyr1@
gmail.com.

Episcopal announcements

The Rev. Dana Dean is retir-
ing from his ministry as rector 
of the parish of richmond, 
effective Oct. 1. 

Barbara Richards has re-
signed as Diocesan miscon-
duct Officer, effective imme-
diately. 

The Rev. Thomas nisbett has 
been appointed priest-
in-charge in the parish of 
Newcastle-Nelson-hardwicke 
effective Aug. 1. 

The Rev. Daniel McMul-
len has been appointed to a 
shared ministry working as 
a missioner / Deacon in the 
kennebecasis Valley and in the 
parish of upper kennebecasis, 
beginning sept. 1. 

Bishop David edwards has 
licensed the Rev. Brenda 
Fowler as Deacon in the parish 

of upham and the Rev. David 
Alston as Deacon in the parish 
of st. philip’s.

Bishop David edwards has 
licenced Robert Pitman as 
evangelist with Threshold 
ministries (formerly church 
Army) within the Diocese of 
Fredericton. 

The Rev. canon Richard 
Mcconnell’s appointment as 
interim priest-in-charge of 
the parish of New Bandon has 
been extended to Aug. 31. 

The Rev. Debbie edmond-

son has been granted a six-
month leave of absence from her 
ministry as deacon in the parish 
of Bright, beginning July 1. 

The Rev. Gordon Thompson, 
rector of the parish of chatham, 
will retire effective Nov. 30. 

The Rev. ellen curtis has been 
appointed honorary assistant 
in the parish of Fundy and the 
lakes. 

David Peer has been appoint-
ed deacon-in-charge of the 
parish of east saint John, on a 
half-time basis, effective sept. 
1. David was ordained to the 
diaconate on June 26 at christ 
church cathedral.
 

Kevin McAllister, who was 
ordained to the diaconate on 
June 26, has been appointed 
deacon in the parishes of 
marysville and minto and 
chipman, effective July 1. 

canon Kevin stockall, rec-
tor of the parish of st. mary 
(York), will continue as interim 
priest-in-charge of the parish 
of marysville and is appointed 
interim priest-in-charge of the 
parish of minto and chipman, 
in both cases until June 30, 
2017. 

The Ven. stuart Allan has 
been appointed interim 
priest-in-charge to the parish 
of millidgeville from June 1 – 
Dec. 31.

d i o c e s a n    n e w s
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ANGLICAN JOURNAL APPEAL: BRINGING THE CHURCH TOGETHER 
 
For decades, The New Brunswick Anglican and the Anglican Journal have partnered 
to bring stories that matter to us as a diocese and as the Anglican Church of Canada. 
Together, we have given voice to Anglicans from coast to coast to coast, and shared 
thoughtful coverage of religious and secular news that informs, inspires and enrich-
es our Christian lives and prepares us for the mission God is calling us to.

IT’S YOUR PAPER 
 
We can’t share the Good News without you. Even a $10 contribution can help give 
voice to the stories that matter most to Anglicans here in New Brunswick and across 
the country. These funds go directly back into making it possible to continue to pro-
duce the paper. 
 
THANK YOU FOR HELPING SHARE THE ANGLICAN STORY!

THREE WAYS TO DONATE:
 
 • Complete and return the enclosed postage-
paid donation card.  
• Call 416-924-9199 ext. 259 to make your 
contribution by phone.  
• Visit canadahelps.org and search for “The 
General Synod of the Anglican Church of 
Canada” and select where you wish to direct 
your donation.

TOP: The Ecumenicals from McAdam joined folks at St. Thomas Anglican Church in the Parish of Stanley on July 31 and brought a lovely ministry of hymn singing. 
The members represent four denominations. After the service, everyone enjoyed a meal together. Here they are with Canon Bonnie LeBlanc and Parish Warden 
Maxine Fullarton. Layreader Donna Moss is in the background. The group members are Donna Currie, Rose Clifford, Ruth Lounder and Judy Robertson.
ABOVE LEFT: After serving 33 years as a church organist Ann McAdam retired on May 30. For the past 20 years Ann shared her gift of music with parishioners and 
visitors at Holy Trinity Anglican Church in the Parish of Hammond River. However, over her career she played wonderful music in 14 different churches and chapels 
under the direction of 15 different clergy. On June 5 people from far and wide attended an open house in Ann’s honour in the Holy Trinity church hall. Letters were 
read from Bishop David Edwards and Archdeacon Cathy Laskey and a plaque was presented on behalf of Mayor Gary Clark. Ann was also presented with a photo 
book of pictures taken over the years; a framed picture signed by parishioners and a quilt made by the Calico quilters. We wish her many happy years of restful 
retirement.
ABOVE RIGHT: Bonnie Hunt, former director of the Inner City Youth Ministries is seen at left with Erin Hodge, who has replaced her. Bonnie is now the Dean of 
Community with Threshold Ministries in Saint John. She spent a few months training Erin, who took over fully at the end of June. Both had booths at the Diocesan 
Open House June 18 in Fredericton.

Events 
around 

the  
diocese
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h a p p e n i n g s   i n   t h e   d i o c e s e
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Ministry, mission abound  
at Clergy Spouses’ Retreat
 By eVA MORtOn

Our theme and inspiration 
for our retreat this year was, it 
is well with my soul. As we 
sang this grand old hymn 
together, i really felt that god 
was blessing us, and that in-
deed, our souls were well and 
safe in our Father’s care.  

This theme was expressed, 
not only by the speakers, 
but among ourselves, as we 
hugged, prayed and shared 
together. As we always say, it’s 
the people, not the presenta-
tions, which bring us back year 
after year.

some of us can’t make it ev-
ery single time, and that makes 
the opportunities to be there 
all the more precious. it is 
always a joy to re-connect and 
spend time with our cherished 
friends and confidantes.  

we had several speakers, 
beginning with Debbie ed-
mondson, vocational deacon 
and spiritual director. Debbie 
shared her faith journey, and 
offered tools to enable us to 
explore our own histories in 
creative ways. we did an exer-
cise in which we used our five 
senses to describe memorable 
moments in our lives.  

many of us were surprised 
at how evocative these turned 
out to be, and i think some 
discovered they may have a 
gift for poetry and short story 

writing!
On our free afternoon, 

many chose the optional 
yoga and music workshops, 
which were really appreciated 
by those who attended. The 
remarks i heard in response 
were, “refreshing” and “Just 
what i needed.”

we had three presenta-
tions from the saint John 
inner city ministry Team. The 
first was by rob and Jennifer 
salloum. Jennifer gave each 
table group a canvas and some 
crayons, then asked us to draw 
a picture to describe “what is 
mission?” Besides being a lot 
of fun, the results were creative 
and thought-provoking. 

rob had us read stories 
from scripture about elijah 
and the samaritan woman’s 
encounter with Jesus. These 
were jumping off points for his 
depiction of the changes and 
challenges their ministry has 
experienced.  

caroline and John paul 
westin talked about the de-
mands of meeting the needs 
of differences in ministry and 
liturgical traditions, and the 
disheartening decline in some 
worshipping communities. 
John paul used the phrase 
“travelling light” to describe 
the church of the future. 

caroline drew a circle 
diagram describing the process 
they’ve been experiencing: 

Awareness, Acceptance, An-
ticipation (of what god is go-
ing to do), and Action. i think 
we all felt encouraged by the 
opportunities for ministry that 
god reveals when we are open 
to his leading.  

And this brings me to the 
presentation by Terence and 
Jasmine chandra, because this 
is just what has been happen-
ing with them.  when they 
committed themselves to be 
available for wherever god was 
leading, opportunities for min-
istry were all around them. 

They have partnered with 
already existing services 
which have a common vision 
and tools to share, as well as 
developing their own unique 
offerings.  As they described 
their experiences, it was obvi-
ous that we all have roles to 
play if we just look around us: 
transportation, companion-
ship, education, child care and 
so on.

in fact, several of us had 
already been sharing experi-
ences about volunteering with 
refugee resettlement, educa-
tion, pastoral care to seniors 
and others. it’s inspiring when 
god so clearly has us all on the 
same page!

we’re already looking for-
ward to next year, which is al-
ready booked. clergy spouses, 
mark your calendars: April 
27-29, 2017. 
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Vivian Osborne, Anne MacMullin and Joan Pain enjoy catching up at the annual Clergy Spouses’ 
Retreat.  In the background: Caroline Van Buskirk and Eva Morton.

Threshold Ministries 
opens new avenues  
to membership
By AnDRé FORGet  

Threshold ministries, the 
saint John, N.B.-based evan-
gelism organization formerly 
known as the church Army, 
has decided to move toward a 
“missional community” model 
of organization to open up 
more avenues of membership, 
says newly appointed dean of 
community, Bonnie hunt.

“we’re looking for an in-
crease in our numbers,” hunt 
explained, “and also just to 
increase the feeling of commu-
nity amongst our evangelists, 
that they aren’t lone riders out 
all on their own.”

in the previous organiza-
tional model, people could 
become members of Threshold 
only by undergoing formal 
training to become com-
missioned evangelists, hunt 
explained in an interview with 
the Anglican Journal. with 
the new model, there are three 
other levels of membership 
involving various levels of 
commitment.

Those who support the 
ministry through prayer and 
giving can become compan-
ions, those who work for 
Threshold or Threshold evan-
gelists in supporting capaci-
ties can become co-workers, 
and project volunteers and 
non-commissioned ministry 
staff can become covenanted 
members.

According to hunt, one new 
covenanted member has joined 
the organization since the 
decision to become a missional 

community was announced 
in February 2016. Another 
72 commissioned evangelists 
work in churches, prisons and 
marginalized communities 
across canada.

The decision to move to-
ward a new model of organiza-
tion came after two years of 
discernment, hunt explained. 
in doing so, Threshold min-
istries follows its sister orga-
nization, the church Army in 
the u.k., which underwent a 
similar process in 2006.

shawn c. Branch, Thresh-
old’s national director and 
mission leader, noted in a 
February 19 press release that 
the change in structure would 
allow the organization to 
expand on its vision to “wel-
come and support people who 
are passionate about sharing 
the gospel, seeing communi-
ties transformed and lives 
changed.”

As a result of the orga-
nizational shift, the dean of 
community position was 
created to encourage and sup-
port Threshold members in 
their ministry. hunt, who was 
commissioned by Threshold in 
1997 and has worked in youth 
ministry in New Brunswick 
and Alberta for the past 19 
years, expressed her enthusi-
asm for the new role.

“i’m excited about the 
change,” she added. “it’s hard 
to leave working with youth…
but i really feel that this is god 
calling me to this next step.”
Reprinted from anglicanjournal.
com, May 31, 2016

mcknight photo

Episcopal visitor Terry Buckle, head of the Streethope Whitehorse 
project and retired archbishop of Yukon, with Shawn Branch and 
Bonnie Hunt during the missional community launch May 12. 
Shawn and Bonnie were installed as mission leader and dean of 
community, respectively.
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An exciting month in 
the Parish of Portland
By MARilyn McleOD

Two memorable events took 
place in the parish of portland 
during may 2016.

Following a highly success-
ful lobster dinner last October, 
st. luke’s presented its second 
event in support of its capital 
campaign, moving Onward – 
st. luke’s revival. 

This took the form of a live 
auction held on sunday, may 15. 

A wide variety of items 
were available including 
autographed Doug gilmour 
memorabilia, over four dozen 
gift certificates for restaurants 
and businesses, preserves and 
home baked goods, montreal 
canadiens hats autographed 
by guy lafleur and stéphane 
richer, furniture, china and 
glassware, framed prints and 
an autographed tie from for-
mer premier Bernard lord.  

The large crowd was happy 
to dig into their pockets and 
the end result netted $6,779!

Also during the month, 

a team of church volunteers 
worked feverishly at the rec-
tory, preparing it for the arrival 
of a refugee family. 

The building had been vacant 
for over four years and needed 
sprucing up, as well as some 
work done to bring it up to code.  

church members also 
stepped up and donated many 
necessities such as dishes, 
glasses, bedding and towels. 

On may 26 our welcome 
team drove to the airport to re-
ceive a family of 10 from Demo-
cratic republic of the congo. 
After spending several nights in 
a hotel, the family moved into 
the rectory on June 1. 

The team has been busy 
helping the family get ac-
quainted with the community, 
driving them to appointments, 
and so on, all while trying to 
overcome the challenge of 
communication as the family 
members speak only French 
and swahili. 

Thankfully, several mem-
bers of the congregation speak 

French and are able to help 
with translation – the lord’s 
provision at work! 

however, sometimes words 
aren’t even necessary. For ex-
ample, the first time the family 
stopped by the rectory to see 
their future home, someone 
discovered a soccer ball that 
had been left behind.  

within a few minutes, the 
newly arrived children and 
some children from the parish 
were on their way to find a 
place to play. 

soon there was a game 
afoot at shamrock park with 
three different languages being 
spoken on the field amidst a 
group of children sharing joy 
and laughter.  

words aren’t always neces-
sary, and the family’s smiles 
speak volumes about how 
happy they are to be here, just 
as we are thrilled to have them!
Marilyn McLeod is the 
administrative assistant at St. 
Luke’s Anglican Church in the 
Parish of Portland.

A refugee family from Democratic Republic of Congo now lives in S St. Luke’s rectory in the Parish 
of Portland, Saint John. They have found friends in the neighbourhood, plus a soccer field and are 
settling in nicely: Pacifique Atibu (in green), Joseph Kabusimbi (in gold), Katherine Holder (in pink), 
William Kabusimbi (in blue), Debora Assani (in tan), and David Assani (in orange). 

submitted photo
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Mike Briggs: our 
new diocesan  
stewardship officer

mike Briggs began a new min-
istry in January as diocesan 
stewardship officer. 
     he is also a parochial 
layreader serving the parishes 
of st. Andrew sunny Brae, st. 
James, hillsborough riverside 
and st. philip’s in moncton 
(Apsm) under the guidance of 
rev. Douglas painter and rev. 
rod Black.

mike and his wife, Judy, are 
retired from paid work but 
keep busy with volunteer work 
and singing in the choir at st. 
philip’s. 

They attend Diocesan choir 
school each year and help or-
ganize the moncton Deanery 
service of lessons and carols 
each year. 

he is treasurer of st. philip’s 
and is chair of the joint Apsm 
Finance and Administration 
committee. 

mike is also a member of 
the Diocesan Finance com-
mittee and a member of the 
Diocesan stewardship Team 
so he’s well versed in some of 
the financial challenges facing 
the Anglican church in New 
Brunswick.

mike was born in england 
and moved to the British 
channel island of Jersey while 
young and completed his 
schooling there. 

he went on to work for 14 
years for a major uk bank 
where he picked up a working 
knowledge of personal trusts, 
as Jersey is an offshore tax 
centre. 

he moved to canada in 
1984 to marry his fiancée, 
Judy, at st. philip’s. he worked 
for scotia Bank for five years, 
finishing as a branch manager. 

After that he worked for an 
insurance company for three 
years where he acquired know-
ledge of estate planning. 

After an 11-year period as 
head of iT for a trucking com-
pany, he moved to moncton 
where his wife grew up. They 
ran their own business which 
they sold in 2013 and then 
retired.

mike and Bishop David 
started a dialogue in 2015, 
and after some discussion he 
accepted the position of stew-
ardship officer, effective Jan 1, 
2016. 

mike has had an interest in 
stewardship for some time. he 
believes there are opportun-
ities and has already met with 
the clergy in some deaneries 
and one parish, and has fur-
ther clergy meetings scheduled 
to promote stewardship. 

he will also be contributing 
columns to the NB Anglican 
on different aspects of stew-
ardship. 

he believes most parishion-
ers are generous and just need 
to be asked in the right way to 
contribute of their time, talent 
and treasure. 

he says that as Anglicans, 
we are sometimes reticent to 
talk about money or volunteer-
ing and it is his belief that we 
have a tremendous resource in 
our members that is untapped.

he takes inspiration from 
the generous bequeath of 
Dorothy wilkes and her uncle, 
george Bartlett, that will fur-
ther the work of the Anglican 
church in New Brunswick. 

it is a confirmation of words 
from the funeral service: 
“we bring nothing into this 
world, and it is certain we take 
nothing from it.”  Dorothy and 
her uncle will live on in their 
generous bequest.

mike is guided by 1chron-
icles 29: 10, 11, 14 and also by 
1Timothy 6: 17-19. we are all 
given gifts by god and it is up 
to us to use these gifts wisely. 

mike thinks of it as the three 
Ts: time, talent and treasures. 
part of treasures is things, and 
mike has a Bcp that was given 
to a great uncle to celebrate his 
confirmation in 1896. 

As he finishes his visits to 
deanery clergy, he will be start-
ing presentations for congrega-
tions in the diocese. 

he can be reached by email 
at stewardship@anglican.
nb.ca. 

Mike Briggs
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God, working through his people, onstage
A journey which started out as 
“joining a group for something 
to do” has led to becoming a 
playwright for mary wolfe of 
Bathurst.

growing up in Bathurst 
and worshiping at st. george’s 
Anglican church created a 
comfort zone for mary during 
her childhood. prior to return-
ing to Bathurst, she followed 
her husband to many min-
ing communities and finally 
settled in Truro, Nova scotia to 
raise their two daughters and 
give them a similar experience. 

while there, she became 
program director for the col-
chester YmcA. when asked 
what she felt was the highlight 
of her 15-year career, it was the 
development of a children’s 
Theatre school called NOscO. 
Attended by students from 
all over the maritimes, the 
children participated in theatre 
workshops that included dance, 
movement, improvisation and 
voice which were all led by well 
known professionals.

At the end of the two-week 
sessions, a stage production 
was presented to the com-
munity. it was through this 
experience that mary became 
hooked on the emotion and 
joy of acting. A seed was 
planted.

Deciding to retire to 
Bathurst, mary returned to 
st. george’s. Then came the 
church bulletin announcement 
that a group was to present a 
dinner theatre with helpers 
needed. Jumping in with plans 
to be in the background help-
ing, mary soon had a part on 
stage. 

The script was purchased 
from a christian bookstore and 
along with the end result of a 
community stage show, it was 
obvious that an unexpected and 
unspoken magic occurred - an 
amazing and strong congrega-
tional development! 

could this have been god 
working through his people? 
Actors and background work-
ers became good friends and 
cherished each other’s roles 
and joy through the practices 
and performances, knowing 
that they were doing a com-
munity service and a spectacu-
lar hot turkey dinner to boot. 
A bonus was the great fund-
raiser potential. 

After working on three 
store-bought scripts, mary 
had an awakening and felt 
that she could perhaps write 

a script of her own. similar to 
the purchased ones, each one 
had three acts that not only 
involved st. george’s congrega-
tion but many others in the 
community. 

Over 70 people became 
involved. many of the volun-
teer actors started out with 
little or no stage experience 
and surprised themselves more 
than anything. 

mary remembers speaking 
with the minister at that time 
who, upon reading and ap-
proving the script,  announced 
that it was very good but... did 
she think she could put more 
reference to god in it! Quite 
a challenge, she thought, but 

it was remarkably easy. is this 
how god works — speaking 
through others? 

since the first produc-
tion, This is Not the Christmas 
Story (Just Another Night at 
the North Pole), mary has 
penned five more scripts. The 
first three were centered at the 
North pole and the second 
trilogy was at the fictional st. 
Bartholomew’s church of the 
good shepherd (st. Bart’s).  

Asked where she comes up 
with the ideas, she said, “i hon-
estly am equally puzzled. per-
haps god is working through 
me?  it seems i sit at the 
keyboard and it all pours out 
— and usually with a strong 

christian message. regardless 
of our circumstance, everyone 
needs to love someone and be 
loved by someone.”

The first trilogy takes place 
in the fictional North pole with 
titles Just Another Night At The 
North Pole, And Yet Another 
Night At the North Pole and 
pulling it all together, The Final 
Curtain.

The st. Bart’s trilogy is 
loosely based on the events 
and daily goings-on in most 
churches. The first one is called 
Third Pew From the Pulpit, 
followed by Sense and Non-
sense, and this year’s produc-
tion called Sleepy Hollow. The 
plots are humorous and full of 

laughter, song and dance. 
mary believes many of 

the characters resemble any 
“someone in any church” 
community and that looking 
closely enough, we can pick 
out one that seems familiar. 
No names here to protect the 
innocent!

All the endings have big fina-
les that reflect a strong christian 
message. if we listen, we can 
hear god speaking to us. 

mary is ready for the next 
step. if your church is looking 
for an action activity to de-
velop a closeness with parish-
ioners, she welcomes inquiries. 
reach her here: mDwolfe@
Onchaleur.net

All photos are from the 2011 production of Just Another Night 
At The North Pole. All costumes are from the private collection 
of Sharon Derouaux of St. George’s Anglican Church. Clockwise 
from top left: Angela Bardeezy, Peggy Sproul and Nancy Pitre as 
the Wiserwomen; Sarah Decoste and Myrna Ainslie as Snowball 
and Frosty; playwright Mary Wolfe;  George McGillivray, Edgar 
Frenette and Murray Sealy as shepherds.

submitted photos
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m u s i c    c o l u m n 

Rev. Chris Hayes is a musician 
as well as  a priest serving  in 
the Parish of Salisbury and 
Havelock. 

A trio of summer releases to consider… and then some

like all music markets, 
summer album releases 
have been unheard of, as 

the summer has been reserved 
for tours, music festivals and 
the like. Not this year.  

in a year that has seen a 
shift from Tuesday being the 
release day for music, video 
and books to Fridays, this 
summer has also had its share 
of new music launches.  

TFk, house of heroes, and 
skillet (more on them next 
month) have all released new 
projects, in addition to the 
three you’ll hear about here: 
leeland, switchfoot and Need-
tobreathe.

when word of a new 
leeland project first came 
out, many long-time fans 
rejoiced. since their first proj-
ect, sound of melodies, took 
the christian world by storm, 
leeland mooring, the band’s 
lead singer and songwriter, 
became cemented as one of 
this generation’s truly great 
songwriters in the genre.  

with great song hooks, 
strong melodies and a beauti-
ful lush sound, leeland was 
a band on the rise. This time, 
however, word came out the 
band had signed a new con-
tract with Bethel/sony, which 
was bound to constrict some 
aspects of creativity, as labels 
are wont to do.  

Then we learned that the 
rest of the band was gone. No 
announcement, or even Face-

book update to explain why 
this was so.  

it was only leeland himself, 
along with newcomer casey 
moore, that was “the band.”  
The result on this album, Invis-
ible, shows. gone is the layered 
sound and strong musicality; 
gone are the interested back-
ground vocals.  

even leeland’s own strong 
songwriting, for some reason, 
has been reduced to clichés and 
tropes. The album comes off 
very weak, and will likely send 
leeland fans searching for their 
old cDs. i wanted to like this 
album, but just couldn’t.

“Float” was the first single 
off the new switchfoot al-
bum, Where the Light Shines 
Through. For fans of switch-
foot’s former dirty, grunge-gui-
tar drive groove, you may be 
disappointed, for that is gone 
from this album.  

That is not always a bad 
thing, for as switchfoot 
celebrates 20 years together, 
a change in sound, and a ma-
turing musical expression are 
rather par for the course. Do 
not fret at this!  

There is a still a great deal 

of energy, grooves and strong 
writing on this album.  some-
how, a trademark “switchfoot 
sound” transcends style and 
substance. 

rather than calling listen-
ers to stay strong, the album 
seems to present a choice of 
encouragement and hope on 
the one hand over victimhood 
and regret on the other.  

This takes on great sig-
nificance considering the band 
ministry to orphans in society, 
and the downtrodden.  

standout songs include the 
title track, “i won’t let You 
go,” and “holy water.”  men-
tion must also be made of lead 
singer Jon Foreman’s strong 
writing on the song, “The Day 
i Found god.” 

The message of the album 
might be summed up by his 
words at a recent TeD talk: 
“when you hit the wrong 
notes, the song continues. i 
dare you to forgive yourself; 
ask for forgiveness when you 
hit the wrong note, and forgive 
the people that wrong note 

against you. Don’t let past 
mistakes rob the present of its 
potential for beauty and joy.”

And finally we come to 
Needtobreathe’s latest ef-
fort, Hardlove. After the brave 
decision of writing and releas-
ing their last album after the 
trials of touring and sibling 
rivalry (rivers in the waste-
land”), this album continues 
that look back, though with 
the advantage of a little more 
time and space.  

it isn’t meant to duplicate 
or serve as a “part ii” of that 
album, but a continued growth 
and journey of a band that has 
gone through much, and pro-
duced some really great and 
faithful music along the way.  

This album does that in 
spades, with a lot of great 
songs, and a couple of truly 
memorable ones. while the 
title track, with its 80s-era 
synths and heavy bass, recalls 
the heavy heart that arguing 
can bring, the album’s new 
ground is trod with some 
much lighter fair.  

with the brilliant addi-
tion of a horn line (trumpets, 
saxes, and trombones), songs 
like “happiness,” “money and 
Fame,” and “when i sing” 
get the toes tapping, and the 
listener humming alone. 

 “Testify” is like this, too; 
don’t let the song make you 
think they preach in any in-
your-face kind of way! All of 
these songs are gems, and might 
represent what Needtobreathe 
does best — writing songs with 
very singable melodies and 
strong, simple messages that 
don’t preach, but encourage.  

They are a band that you’d 
love to have at your commu-
nity hall on a Friday night.  

This is a really great album. 
Fans and newcomers alike will 
discover why Needtobreathe is 
so loved and followed as a band 
by people from all walks of life.

By JAsOn sMith 

On Oct. 1, the church of the 
resurrection, parish of the 
Nerepis and st John in grand 
Bay-westfield will host the 
Youth and intergenerational 
ministries Team’s (Yig) sec-
ond annual Diocesan Youth 
ministry conference. 

This conference is open 
to all youth leaders, sunday 
school teachers, clergy, volun-
teers and anyone with a heart 
for youth. 

Details are still being 
worked out but the overall 
conference will include a key-
note speaker (whose identity 
is still confirmed at press time) 
and two workshops.

mission & Youth will cover 
how youth can be plugged into 
community and international 

mission opportunities; and 
church vs sports: some ideas of 
how to deal with the over-sched-
uling of our youth, especially in 
sports, and how we as a church 
can play a role. 

There will also be a youth 
panel where participants will 
ask a panel of youth of various 
ages questions about ministry 
and what they are looking for 
in church in the 21st century. 

The conference will also 

provide time for archdeacon-
ries and deaneries to meet 
together as a group. 

registration is available on 
the Diocese of Fredericton 
website with a fee of $10 to 
cover lunch. 

For further information 
please check eNews and Yig 
Facebook’s page www.face-
book.com/Yigfton regularly, 
or you can email: <yigfton@
gmail.com>.

YIG preps for fall conference “When You 
Pray,  

Say. . . .”

A weekend seminar on 
The Lord’s Prayer 

with Bishop Bill Hockin

Friday, October 14, 7 - 9 p.m. &  
Saturday, October 15,  
9:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m.
Crowne Plaza Hotel,  

Queen Street, Fredericton

     Register online at  
billhockinministries.com 
or by calling 455-2494

• Meeting a Gracious God • Fixing a Broken 
World • Satisfying the Hungry Heart • Healing  

a Wounded Family • Facing Our Worst Fears

Help raise awareness about   
human trafficking with  

the Ragdoll Project
Saturday, October 1, 9 a.m.- noon,  

Lunch to follow
Holy Trinity Anglican Church

2 Hammond River Road, Quispamsis
Information / register: Cleo Cyr,  

506-647-8170 or cleocyr1@gmail.com
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Life is busy at  
St. Margaret’s 

ABOVE LEFT: On June 5 at St. Margaret’s the Rev. Canon Neville Cheeseman and the Rev. John Harvey celebrated their 30th and 29th years, respectively, as 
deacons. Here they are pictured co-celebrating Eucharist, where Rev. John, at right, is assistant pastor. In the background are Rev. Rick Robinson and layreader 
Jeffrey Mills.  

ABOVE RIGHT: St. Margaret’s offered the St. John Ambulance Workplace Standard First Aid with CPR course on April 9 and 16. This was to comply with 
upcoming safety standards that will be implemented in the Diocese. The course was given by Faith Cormier, instructor with St. John Ambulance and layreader /
member of St. Margaret’s. On June 5, the Rev. Rick Robinson and Faith Cormier presented certificates to the following participants; from left: Leslie Dunnett, Ben 
Dunnett, Cathy Lutes, Faith Cormier (instructor), Krista Dean, Peggy Boucher and Deborah Smith. Absent was Kevin Smith. The two-day course was held at St. 
Margaret’s. If any church is interested in having the course, contact Faith at <cormierf@nbnet.nb.ca> . 
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St. Margaret’s in Fredericton continues to offer a Parents & 
Tots group on Wednesday mornings from 9:30-11:30 with 
many as 12 children in attendance. During the summer 
older siblings were welcomed to join in. Nancy Robinson 
offers a craft session. This photo shows Elizabeth Greenland, 
Rebekah Greenland and Hailey Trifts showing off their 
Canada Day banks, with Isaac Greenland looking on. The 
playgroup welcomes parents and tots (birth to school age) 
to join the group. There’s a safe open area for the children 
to play and healthy snacks are offered to both parents and 
children. Contact Nancy at 450-2639 or Cathy Lutes at 459-
3265 for information. 

The Health Team at St. Margaret’s in Fredericton organized a Mother’s 
Day Tea on May 7.  Standing are health team members Mary Louise 
Luck and Nancy Wiggins, with (sitting) a mother-daughter from St. 
Margaret’s, Doe Fitch and her daughter, Leanne Fitch, who is chief of the 
Fredericton Police Force.
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