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Title: A Present-Future Hope 
Primary Text: John 14:1-3

Expanded Reading: Philippians 3:20-21; I Thessalonians 4:13-18; 1 Peter 1:3-9 
Big Idea: Because Jesus has secured our future, we can trust Him in the present.

______________________________________________________________________________


Engage      Most of us don’t like to wait. Think of a time you were forced to wait…	 	
	 	      what got you through? 

This question shouldn’t take too much time, but should open people to 
conversation. Validate people’s stories and gently invite responses.


a. Have someone briefly review what they remembered from the 
sermon? (You may want to be pre-prepared with the main points 
to supplement if your group is not able to) 

b. What  stood out to you/challenged you/ made you think in the
sermon? (this question could be moved to the deepen section) 

Learn    Read the Primary Text 

 
1. In verse 1 Jesus speaks the following command, “Do not let your 

heart be troubled.” Why are our hearts so frequently troubled? What 
does your heart tend to be troubled by? What are you troubled by 
these days? How does trust in Jesus (vs. 1b) help us in our 
troubles?


2. Read and discuss the following texts/questions:


• Read Philippians 3:20-21. In one respect, we are all “dual citizens;” 
how does being a citizen of heaven affect our citizenship on earth? 

• Read 1 Peter 1:3-9. What does Peter say about the things that we 
treasure here on earth? What does he say about the reward Jesus 
promises?
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• I Thessalonians 4:13-18. How does this text help you to think about 
the separation that is caused by death?


3. Mark talked about “insala”—an experience of Jewish, communal, 
living—and related it to Jesus’ teaching in vs. 2-3. “There is more 
than enough room in my Father’s home…When everything is ready, I 
will come and get you, so that you will always be with me where I 
am.”


	 	          How does this future reality affect your perspective of community in 		
	 	          the present? How might this future reality affect our experience of 	 	
	 	          church?


Deepen    What questions did you want to ask when listening to the sermon? 
Leaders, allow people to wrestle with the text. Don’t feel like you need to have 
all the answers, but in your preparation think about the questions that will 
arise and be prepared to point toward Jesus and the Scriptures for answers.   

What Scripture passages might inform these unanswered questions? 


Live 	 	     

• Take time to share the places where you are experiencing a troubled heart. 
Bear these burdens for one another in prayer.


• In what way might your group take a step towards deeper community? 

• Is there a need within the group that could be addressed/met?
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