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In some respects my wife and I are two peas in a pod. We’re both 
committed to following Jesus, we share the same values, and our 
family backgrounds are similar. Both of us are physically active, we 
enjoy the outdoors, and when it comes to food and fashion, our tastes 
are simple.  

But in other respects we are opposites. She is an extrovert and I am 
an introvert; she is a verbal processor while I am an internal 
processor. She is more focussed on the present and I am more future-
focussed. This last characteristic became clear, in the area of 
finances, shortly after we were married.  

A year and a half earlier, before we had even met, the two of us 
graduated and began working at roughly the same time; she was 
living in North Van and I was in Calgary. While she was buying cute 
sweaters from The Gap and going out to dinner with friends, I was 
purchasing Life Insurance and investing in mutual funds.  

After we were married, I wanted to begin saving for a downpayment; 
she wanted to go to Hawaii. Both then and now, Naomi and I have 
found a way to learn from one another and to make things work. An 
unhealthy future-focus can be a problem; we end up missing the 
moments right in front of us. But living entirely in the present, with 
no thought to the future, creates a different set of problems. 

If you are like me, at times you feel the tension of being stuck in the 
present, somewhere between the past and the future. The word for 
this in-between-reality is liminality;  it comes from the Latin root, 
“limen,” which means “threshold.” We can think about liminality in 
terms of a journey—we leave a place behind but we haven’t yet 
arrived at our destination. Alternatively, we might think of liminality 

in terms of one thing ending and waiting for something new to begin. 
Think about the transition between High School and University, 
between singleness and marriage, or pregnancy and parenthood.  

When Naomi went into labour, I had rehearsed the plan many times 
over. Her bag had been pre-packed, I knew the most direct route to 
the hospital, and that we needed to leave for the hospital when there 
was 5 minutes between contractions. When that moment came, I 
grabbed Naomi's hand saying, “It’s time to go!” She looked at me 
with fear and said, “I’m not ready to be a mom.” To which I 
responded, “I’m afraid it’s a bit too late for that…our son is coming 
whether we’re ready or not.” 

Being stuck in the present, between the past and the future is often 
uncomfortable, confusing, and frightening. We can’t quite see what’s 
next, or anticipate what it will be like; we feel out of control or in 
over our heads. Waiting is not for the faint of heart. 

This morning we come to John 14:1-3. Jesus and His disciples were 
in an Upper Room, eating the Last Supper; in a matter of hours, Jesus 
would be arrested, convicted, and crucified by the authorities. In the 
three days that followed, Jesus’ body rested in Joseph’s tomb—
between death and resurrection. Jesus experienced liminality 
firsthand and so too will every disciple who chooses to follow Him.  

As we examine Jesus’ words this morning, I believe we will find a 
framework for understanding the present-future shape of our lives. 
And I trust that with the Holy Spirit’s help, each of us will grow in 
hope, trust, and patience. If you have a Bible with you, please turn 
with me to John 14:1-3; I will be reading from the New Living 
Translation. 
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“Don’t let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God, and trust also in me. 
2 There is more than enough room in my Father’s home. If this were 
not so, would I have told you that I am going to prepare a place for 
you? 3 When everything is ready, I will come and get you, so that you 
will always be with me where I am.” 

Verse 1 begins with a command, “Don’t let your heart be troubled.” 
The fact that Jesus begins this way tells us something about the 
mental and emotional state of the disciples. In order to understand the 
context, we need to go back to John 13:33, 37. At the Last Supper, 
hours before His crucifixion, Jesus said: “My children, I will be with 
you only a little longer…Where I am going, you cannot come…Peter 
asked, ‘Lord, why can’t I follow you now? I will lay down my life for 
you.’” 

When the disciples heard that Jesus was leaving them, they became 
anxious; they didn’t understand where He was going or why He was 
leaving. They had left everything to follow Jesus and they had set 
their hope upon Him as Israel’s Messiah and Saviour. Jesus was 
leaving and they couldn’t follow? What would they do? Where 
would they go? They began to panic.  1

Remember, they didn’t understand that Jesus would die on the cross 
for the sin of the world. At a time when Jesus needed their support, 
they were falling apart, and so Jesus spoke to their fears, giving them 
a framework through which to process what they were feeling and 
thinking. This framework served them then, and it still serves His 
disciples today.  

I don’t know about you but sometimes the advice that people give 
isn’t very helpful. For example, if we’re addicted to nicotine, or 
caffeine, how helpful is it when someone says,“You should just quit”?  
Thank you so very much…why didn’t I think of that? If it was easy to 
quit, many people would. The fact is, it’s really hard, and it’s even 
more difficult to control the inner impulses of worry and fear. 

“Don’t let your heart be troubled.” Jesus is not saying, “Toughen up,” 
or “Ignore what you’re feeling.” Instead, He is saying, “Don’t let 
yourself be overwhelmed by the trouble you feel.” And how are they 
(or we) to manage emotional turmoil? The second part of verse 1 
shows us the way. 

Trust in God, trust also in Me. In one sense, fear is a natural reaction 
to situations beyond our control; we feel afraid precisely because we 
don’t know what’s going to happen, or what to do. But from another 
perspective, fear is a foreign invader; it does not belong in us, or in 
this world. When Adam and Eve first walked in the Garden, before 
sin entered the world, they were no more in control that we are—they 
were just as fragile as we are—and yet they felt no fear. Why? They 
trusted God implicitly. Faith is stronger than fear; the key is to allow 
faith to speak directly to our fears. 

What I’m trying to say is that Jesus is utterly trustworthy—like the 
God the Father, and God the Holy Spirit—what He says He will do. 
Now, I don’t have to tell you that we live in a broken world; you 
know this truth firsthand. Jesus doesn’t promise a life free from pain. 
He says, “Trust Me.” With what? With the whole of our lives. He 
invites us to trust Him with our fears and wounds; to trust Him with 

 Leon Morris, The New International Commentary on the New Testament: The Gospel According To John, 566.1
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our sin and failures; to trust Him with our singleness (or marriage); to 
trust Him to pursue our children, our friends, and parents; to trust 
Him with our sexuality; and with our finances. 

Why should we trust Jesus? He claims that He is every bit as 
trustworthy as God the Father, and in so doing, Jesus claims equality 
with God. But there’s more to it than that. The internal logic of John 
14:1-3 goes something like this: because Jesus has secured our 
future, we can trust Him in the present. Let’s take a closer look at 
verse 2 and 3.  

Jesus said, “There is more than enough room in my Father’s home. If 
this were not so, would I have told you that I am going to prepare a 
place for you? 3 When everything is ready, I will come and get you, 
so that you will always be with me where I am.”  

Jesus wasn’t leaving the disciples because He was frustrated or bored  
with them; His leaving had everything to do with securing a future 
for them and for all of us. “I am going,” Jesus said, “to prepare a 
place for you.”  

The question is, what kind of place is Jesus preparing? If you are my 
age or older, you may be familiar with the King James translation of 
verse 2: “In my Father’s house are many mansions”. When the Bible 
was translated from Latin (the Vulgate) into King James English, the 
word mansion (from the Latin, mansione) communicated a modest 
dwelling.  Language changes over time, and this word—mansion— 2

has come to mean a large, private, extravagant, home. This is not 
what Jesus was saying. 

In fact, Jesus’ personal experience of house and home should inform 
our understanding of this particular promise. A good friend of mine 
has done some research into this matter and I’d like to share some of 
what he has taught me. Most of Jesus’ ministry took place in the 
region of Galilee, among three cities—Capernaum, Korazin, and 
Bethsaida. In this region, communal living—known as insala—was 
the norm. 

Forget what you know about our city: wide streets, individual homes 
divided by hedges, and people heading off in the morning to their 
various jobs. Instead, picture communal living and common industry. 
Envision small rooms that whole families share, which open into 
common courtyards, and common living spaces. 

One of the rabbis in Jesus’ day (Akheba) once said, “there is no such 
thing as a childless woman in an insala.” Life together means that 
every woman, at some point or another, is a daughter, a sister, and a 
mother. Family, community, relationship—this is how Jesus lived. 
Most of his disciples grew up in these three cities and would have 
had the same experience of family, community, and work. 

Listen to Jesus’ words again: My Father’s house has many rooms… I 
am going to prepare a place for you. The words, “My Father’s 
house” is a clear reference to heaven, and the implication is that there 
is enough room for all who place their faith in Jesus Christ. The word 
“room” itself implies a permanent dwelling. Note the play on words: 
Jesus is leaving His disciples temporarily, but when He returns, He 
will bring them to a permanent dwelling.  

 Gary M. Burge, The NIV Application Commentary: John, 391.2
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The focus is less on the size of the room, or the location of heaven, 
and more on the immediacy of Jesus’ presence. Vs. 3, “When 
everything is ready, I will come and get you, so that you will always 
be with me where I am.” In a few moments I want to speak briefly 
about the return of Jesus but before I do, let me say a few words 
about His reason for leaving. 

I am going to prepare a place for you. It sounds like Jesus is going to 
strap on a tool belt and begin a construction project; is this what we 
are meant to understand? No, when Jesus spoke about “going” He 
was referring to His death, resurrection, and ascension; it is these 
three acts that prepares a place for us, and, prepares us for this place. 
As we will see next Sunday, Jesus is the way to the Father’s house. 

So let’s talk about the second-coming of Jesus. It’s from vs. 3 and 
many other New Testament Scriptures that Christians speak about the 
return of Christ.  Christ’s return will be personal, physical, visible, 3

and triumphant.   4

Phil 3:20-21, "20 But our citizenship is in heaven. And we eagerly 
await a Saviour from there, the Lord Jesus Christ, 21 who, by the 
power that enables him to bring everything under his control, will 
transform our lowly bodies so that they will be like his glorious 
body.” 

Titus 2:13 says, “we look forward with hope to that wonderful day 
when the glory of our great God and Saviour, Jesus Christ, will be 
revealed.”  At present, we find ourselves on the threshold between 5

past and future, waiting for Jesus’ return—no one knows when He 
will come. But He will return, and so, our waiting is marked by trust, 
patience, and hope-filled anticipation. 

Implications: As I draw my sermon to a close, I want to offer two 
implications from Jesus’ words. Here’s the first: 

1. Because Jesus has secured our future, we can trust Him with 
our present. Trust isn’t easy or immediate; it’s something that grows 
over time. Perhaps, these days, your heart is troubled; whatever the 
source of these troubles, I want to encourage you to bring them to 
Jesus. He sees you, knows you, and loves you.  

What difference does it make, facing uncertainty in present, knowing 
that our future is secure? Almost everything we have (in the present), 
can be taken from us. Relationships, status, possessions, and dignity
—they can perish, spoil, or fade. But Jesus will return for us and 
what He has promised cannot be taken from us; we will be Him and 
nothing will separate us from His love. 

It’s faith in Jesus that leads to hope, and hope allows us to be patient 
in the face of uncertainty, affliction, and loss. We are patient  

 C.f. Matthew 24:30; 25:31; Acts 1:11; 1 Corinthians 15:23; Philippians 3:20-21; 1 Thessalonians 4:16; Titus 2:13.3

 Millard J. Erickson, Christian Theology, 1188-190.4

 New Living Translation.5
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because we know that it won’t always be like this. One day, fear will  
will be gone. One day, pain will be gone. One day, we will be 
reunited with those we have lost to death, and to be with them—in 
that moment—will be sweeter, and deeper, and better, than every 
moment we shared with them in this life.  

Until that day, we find ourselves in a liminal place—waiting, 
praying, trusting. Can I ask you to do something this morning? Invite 
Jesus to speak to your fears; allow Him to reframe your situation 
from His perspective. Let faith lead you to hope. 

2. In certain respects, heaven is already touching earth. 

Rabbi Akheba made a bold claim—in a Jewish insala, there is no 
such thing as a childless woman. I wonder, could we say similar 
things about the local church?  

The analogy Jesus spoke of—His Father’s house, and many rooms—
provides us with more than a picture of heaven, it gives us a vision 
we can begin to realize now. In the church there ought to be no such 
thing as a childless women, but neither are we without brothers, or 
sisters, or fathers, or mothers. We are the family of God! The church 
is the one place on the earth where no one should stand alone and 
where everyone is seen and heard.  

My friend writes, “[the Jewish insala] communicates something 
about [God], heaven, and what He intended for the church.” In order 
to follow Jesus, we need the support of sisters and brothers, fathers 
and mothers; we are not meant to follow Jesus by ourselves. 

Our western world values privacy and independence but many are 
perishing because of these values. This way of living robs us of what 
we need; we were made to rely on one another, look after, help, and 
guide one another. Even when surrounded by others, most of us live 
alone. We build walls, keep people at a distance, suffering our losses 
and failures in silence. We tell ourselves that dignity is preserved in 
this way, but we’re only fooling ourselves. There is no dignity in 
suffering alone, there is only a crippling and unbearable burden.  

Every church is far from perfect—all of you can attest to this fact—
but are we not meant to be the place where heaven touches earth? A 
place where the life that awaits us all is increasingly taking root? Can 
we not be a community of sisters, brothers, fathers, and mothers, 
walking together in joy and sorrow, in life and death, in faith and 
hope? This is what I am praying for us.  

The Lord’s Supper: “The Lord Jesus, on the night he was betrayed, 
took bread, 24 and when he had given thanks, he broke it and said, 
‘This is my body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of me.’ 
25 In the same way, after supper he took the cup, saying, ‘This cup is 
the new covenant in my blood; do this, whenever you drink it, in 
remembrance of me.’ 26 For whenever you eat this bread and drink 
this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.”  6

Of course we do more than proclaim His death; we proclaim that His 
death on the cross has brought life to the world—sin forgiven, death 
defeated. We proclaim that He is the Risen and Ascended Lord. We 
proclaim that on the day He returns for us, all will be made well.  

 1 Corinthians 11:24-26.6
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The body of Christ was broken for you; the blood of Christ was shed 
for you. Even so Lord Jesus, come and minister your peace to our 
troubled hearts. Let us eat and drink together. 

Worship 

Benediction: “Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in 
prayer.” 
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