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“Sharing hope & help”

Parish sees 
COTR as an 
investment
By Gisele McKniGht 

For several weeks this past sum-
mer, staff from Camp Medley’s 
Camp On The Road program 
visited parishes in the diocese 
to present a daily camp experi-
ence for children ages 5-12. 
Miramichi, Gagetown, New 
Bandon and Saint John hosted 
COTR, as did St. Stephen during 
the last week of July. The NB 
Anglican visited St. Stephen to 
see how COTR was going.  

The Parish of st. stephen was 
unsure if they could swing 
cOTr, but the rev. Julian Pillay 
really wanted to try it.

“when we looked at host-
ing, the cost was a struggle,” he 
said. “we took a step of faith to 
say, ‘let’s do it.’ we’ve had a good 
response from parishioners to 
support it.”

Teaming up with Julian were 
Derwin gowan, Darlyne hastey 
and elizabeth Matheson, who 
pitched in to provide transpor-
tation, snacks and clean-up, 
as well as the venue of christ 

MISSION IN MOTION:   children

More than a dozen children from the Parish of St. Stephen were part of Camp On The Road during one of the hottest weeks of the summer in 
July. Here they are playing an outside water game, a welcome chance to beat the hot temperatures. Camp On The Road is a weekly visit from 
counsellors of Camp Medley, who run a camp-style program to bring the camp experience to parishes all over the diocese, while also helping to 
build up camper interest for the future. 
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COTR continued on page 2
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“Sharing hope & help”

church.
“we’re trying to be the church 

in the community,” said Julian. 
“This is an opportunity. we are 
an aging population and we 
need new life. it’s an investment, 
and children need to know Jesus 
and hear the gospel.”

They hosted eight kids the 
first day and that number rose 
each day throughout the week, 
with 90 per cent of them having 
no association to church life. 

“we like to see the kids come 
to our church,” said Derwin. 
“we have to make sure the doors 
are open.”

Three camp Medley staff 
members, billeted by cecille and 
roger ruddock, led cOTr in 
st. stephen: kathlene carpenter, 
Abby caldwell and emily Mif-
flin. emily’s a veteran, though 
the other two were new to camp 
Medley this year.

“You have to be very adapt-
able,” said emily, 18, of the 
cOTr job. “There are different 
kids each week, the space is dif-
ferent every week. But i never 
get tired of it. One week can be 
challenging and then next week 
it’s not so.”

emily’s plans for fall are as a 
first-year student in the Faculty 
of Nursing at the university of 
New Brunswick.

Abby is 16 and she specifi-

cally applied to work for cOTr. 
“i volunteered before and got 

a taste for it. i loved it,” she said. 
“i’ve been going to camp [Med-
ley] for five summers. camp 
was always the highlight of my 
summers. i love this. it’s been a 
blast!”

Abby hopes this summer job 
will strengthen her understand-
ing of how to work with chil-
dren, and has a teaching career 
in mind.

kathlene graduated from 
Belleisle regional high school in 
June and will attend New Bruns-
wick community college in st. 
Andrews this fall. she was look-
ing for a summer job that wasn’t 
in retail, and her mother, who 
had been to camp Medley long 
ago, suggested she check it out. 

“i love how it’s different every 
week,” she said. “i’d never been 
to Miramichi or Bathurst before. 
i like how we get to travel, get 
to know all the kids and spend 
the whole day with them. The 
kids go from not knowing you to 
hanging off you in two days!”

The cOTr curriculum is 
somewhat like a VBs, but it 
seeks to go further — to emulate 
the experience of camp, with 
games, crafts, campfire songs 
and bible stories. it helps to 
cultivate a new crop of campers 
while also spreading the gospel.

“we try to make it like camp, 
with worship songs, bible stories 

and sessions like we have at 
camp, with times for playing and 
talking,” said emily.

This summer the theme was 
peace, and they explored a daily 
“word of the day.” On this day, it 
was agape — god’s reconciling 
love. The games and stories rein-
forced the theme and the word.

“Today we were washing each 
other’s feet. They loved that,” 
said emily.

One of the keys to a success-
ful cOTr is parish follow-up 
once it’s over. keeping in touch 
with the children is vital to get-
ting the most out of the cOTr 
investment. The st. stephen crew 
was busy brainstorming how to 
go about that, with the idea of 
using canada Post to keep the 
links between the parish and 
kids going strong.

“we don’t want to email 
them,” said Julian. “That’s not 
personal,” adding that the thrill 
of getting real mail, perhaps 
with a photo of them at cOTr, 
would be a great reminder of 
the fun they had at church. That, 
of course, would come with an 
invitation to return. 

The highlight of the day for 
many at cOTr, including the 
children, was a cake the parish 
provided to celebrate kathlene’s 
18th birthday. 

“This is so sweet of you! i’ll 
never forget today!” she said as 
she blew out the candles. 

COTR continued from page 1

St. Stephen’s investing in children, future 

ABOVE:  Camp On The Road counsellors Emily Mifflin and Abby Caldwell, standing, prepare the table for 
clay sculptures. 
TOP RIGHT:  The parish team included the Rev. Julian Pillay, Derwin Gowan, Elizabeth Matheson and 
Darlyne Hastey.
BOTTOM RIGHT:  COTR counsellor Kathlene Carpenter celebrated her 18th birthday with a cake provided 
by the parish.  Here Elizabeth Matheson presents the cake, which the children got to share.
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September 29 
Parish of  

Saint Stephen;  
parish of  

St. Andrews

October 3 
Deconsecration of 
St. Mary the Virgin, 

New Maryland

October 6 
Parish of  

Madawaska

October 12-20 
Completion of  

Pilgrimage -  
Kingston & the 

Kennebecasis

October 13 
Parish of Hampton

October 20 
Parishes of  

Waterford and St. 
Mark’s, and Sussex;  

Celebration of 
New Ministry - Rob 

Montgomery,  
Parish of Gondola 

Point

October 22 
Bishop’s Counsel

October 24 - 26 
Council of  

Provincial Synod

October 26 
Parish of Sussex 

dinner

October 27 
Induction - Craig 
O’Brien, Parishes 

of Sackville & 
Dorchester

October 29-30 
Inter-Diocesan 

Learning  
Community

November 2 
Diocesan Synod

November 3 
Parish of St. Peter, 

Fredericton;  
Celebration of  
New Ministry - 

brent Ham,  
Parish of Shediac
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p r i n c i p a l    
e n g a g e m e n t s

“Sharing hope & help”

Lift up your heads! 

David Edwards is  
Diocesan Bishop of Fredericton.

Moving and decluttering

Mike Briggs

The 2018-19 soccer season 
ended very comfort-
ably for me. My beloved 

wolves finished 7th in the 
Premier league and qualified for 
european competition for the 
first time in nearly 40 years. 

As i watched the final wrap up 
of the season the presenter said 
“TsN has enjoyed being the go-
to network for Premier league 
soccer for the last 25 years, but 
this is the end for us.”  
     what? My ordered world was 
shattered in one sentence.!

where was soccer going? 
could i access it?  
     The answer was DAZN, a live 
streaming service, which for a 
fee would give me what i needed 
and more.  
     All i can say is the transition 
has not been smooth.

This is what some would call a 
“First world Problem.” in other 
words, if all i have to worry 
about is the poor streaming 
quality of Premier league soccer, 
then really, i live a very privi-

leged life with few issues. 
i fully agree with this assess-

ment. i thank god almost every 
day for the blessing it is to live 
in our beautiful country, with all 
the benefits that brings.

This year at general synod 
we were reminded that not all 
canadians have the relatively 
easy life that i enjoy. 

The majority of these, but not 
all, are members of our indig-
enous communities, who live 
both on and off reserve. 

Their access to quality hous-
ing is limited. education is not 
always good. Drinking water can 
be an issue. 

Many of the services we take 
for granted — fire protection, 
health care and so forth — are 
not as plentiful as they are fur-
ther south. 

Food prices can be high 
because of the inaccessibility of 
some communities. The list is 
long.

Various governments have 
sought ways to deal with the 
issues and have had limited suc-
cess. 

At general synod our church 
took a significant step in recog-
nizing the autonomy of indige-
nous Anglicans. This will enable 
them to develop their own ways 
of being the church. 

hopefully it will have an 
impact way beyond the church 
walls. we should pray that whole 
communities will benefit as 
congregations find new roles in 
their areas.

in addition to this, the gener-
al synod passed motions around 
global initiatives concerning sus-
tainable development, matters 
about our climate and human 
trafficking. 

This made me realize more 
fully that we are in a global 
network of humanity, in which 
the church has a significant role 
to play.

The challenge of the synod 
for me was to lift my head from 
personal irritations, in order to 
be more aware of the huge issues 
which face our world — locally, 
nationally and globally.

Now that might seem a 
strange heading for a 
stewardship column, 

but bear with me as i explain. 
The rev. rob salloum, my 

incumbent, writes a weekly 
‘curate’s corner’ which we 
include with our bulletin, and 
he wrote on this subject shortly 
after he moved from saint John 
to Moncton. 

i will give my take on that. 
rob, thank you for the ‘corner’ 
that inspired this column.

when Judy and i moved from 
Toronto to Moncton in 2005, we 
moved from a small lot that was 
30 feet wide to a two-acre lot, so 
we had more space for the first 
time in over 20 years. 

earlier this year we decided to 
sell our house and move into a 
rental apartment, no more yard 
work, no more snow blowing, no 
worries about the house when 
we travel. 

we had a great realtor and the 
house sold in six weeks. 

Before it went on the mar-
ket we had it repainted while 
we were travelling in B.c .and 
Alberta. To do this we had to 
remove a lot of stuff from the 
rooms. 

i made a lot of trips to the 
dump with paper as with tech-
nology now some of the books 
we moved with us from Toronto 
had no value or use. 

Most people use google, not 
encyclopaedias, and my pro-
gramming books were all online. 
All this went into a recycling 
hopper to be pulped down and 
reused.

when you move and have 
to decide on priorities as you 
downsize, it is a wonderful 
feeling as you declutter and get 
rid of stuff. 

some went to Value Village, 
some went to restore (part of 
habitat for humanity), some 
went to a local Moncton com-
pany. 

enviro Plus takes used items 
and employs people with chal-
lenges to restore or repair them 
and then sell at a reduced price 
compared to new. 

so we got rid of stuff and 
the community benefited as all 

three organizations enable those 
on limited income to purchase 
items at a much lower cost than 
at a regular store. 

in the case of enviro Plus 
they also give meaningful em-
ployment to people who would 
otherwise find it difficult to 
obtain work. 

we spoke to some of them 
who came to pick up what we 
gave them and the pride they 
had in working was obvious.

it is refreshing to review what 
you have and what you actually 
need and get rid of items that are 
not important to you anymore.  
     how many of us are so busy 
in our day-to-day lives that we 
simply accumulate stuff instead 
of keeping it simple. i know i 
was guilty of this. Purging as we 
moved was a great experience. 

so by now you are probably 
thinking ‘how does this relate 
to stewardship?’ well, here is my 
take on it. 

we have given items away 
that have benefited the com-
munity as a whole. By enabling 
people to retain employment 
and keep a sense of pride in 
what they do, we enable people 
to afford items they need at a 

lesser cost. 
we also looked at our own 

lives and realized what we need-
ed — and more importantly, 
what we did not need. 

stewardship is not only talent, 
time and treasure. it is also 
taking care of those less fortun-
ate and helping to maintain the 
environment. 

Doing an exercise in declut-
tering enables you to focus on 
what is important in your lives 
and focus on what matters, not 
accumulating stuff, and instead 
making a conscious effort to 
help those who need it.

As we move towards the 
start of a new liturgical Year in 
December, i ask you to look at 
your own lives. is there a way 
you can declutter and focus 
on what is important - loving 
god, spreading the good news, 
helping those less fortunate and 
preserving the earth by keeping 
items out of the landfill?

some of these points are part 
of the 5 Marks of Mission and an 
expression of good stewardship.

Michael Briggs is the diocesan 
stewardship officer. He lives in 
Moncton.
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“Sharing hope & help”

Giving back to those who have given
By the Ven. Keith OsBOrne 

it is gratifying when we as a 
church discover an outreach 
or ministry which proves to 
have great effect and influence 
for good upon those who are 
to be its recipients.   
     in the summer of 2017 our 
then Archdeacon stuart Allan 
had the vision of reaching 
our Anglicans in the Deanery 
of saint John who had been 
isolated from the church.   
    These were members of our 
church family in long-term 
care facilities, losing their 
freedom and their access to 
worship as they faced a dif-
ficult transition to a different 
way of life. 
     upon retirement that year, i 
was blessed to have been asked 
by our bishop to take on this 
pilot project, and so the senior 
Ministry was formed, which 
began in October of that year.   
     i have been visiting 11 care 
facilities, including three private 
special care homes, on an ongo-
ing rotation for 10 hours a week.   
     During that time, i have 
been blessed with the recruit-
ment of seven lay ministers 
representing four different 
parishes in the Deanery.  

     These people visit at their 
own convenience and have 
found the encounters with our 
seniors to be both rewarding 
and a great benefit to those 

who have lost so much con-
nection with the outside world. 
     we seek to build friend-
ships, to do a lot of listening, 
and to show true empathy for 

their feelings and whatever 
situations or conditions our 
people find themselves in. 
     These are people who have 
given their lives to the service 

of the church and it is now 
our pleasure to be able to give 
back and show that they have 
not been forgotten but are still 
remembered, prayed for and 
given a sense of meaning and 
importance in god’s plan for 
us all. 
     we are grateful to have a 
number of committed clergy 
who fill in a roster for month-
ly services to be conducted at 
these places.  
     As chaplain, i participate 
in some of these, as well as 
leading a monthly bible study, 
hymn sing and responding 
often when a resident becomes 
palliative. 
     Often i have had contact 
with non-Anglicans when other 
pastors were not available. 
     The longer we do this, the 
more evident it becomes that this 
is a dire need we are meeting. 
     Our residents and staff alike 
open their hearts to us when 
they see a willingness to come 
and visit, something which is 
often hard to find.  
     it is my hope that such 
a ministry may be in time 
established in other deaneries 
as well, that we may build his 
kingdom further for those who 
tend to be forgotten. 

The Ven. Keith Osborne, Archdeacon of Saint John, with residents at a monthly bible study and praise 
time at Rocmaura Nursing Home in uptown Saint John.
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“Sharing hope & help”

By Gisele McKniGht

After a couple of hot and 
sunny weeks, the forecast said 
showers, but that did not deter 
the staff at Farraline Place 
from aiming for an outdoor 
garden party on Aug. 8.

“we prayed and prayed for 
a good day, and everything is 
perfect,” said home adminis-
trator Judy O’Donnell.

indeed, the day was perfect 
for a garden party — light 
winds, low humidity and a 
cloud cover that kept the heat 
at bay. The annual party was 
well attended with residents 
and their families, board 
members, volunteers, staff and 
Acw members from all over 
the diocese.

Farraline Place is an 
Acw-owned seniors’ home 
in downtown Fredericton. it 
offers private room and board 
to seniors who want to live in a 
community setting.  

The garden party is a much-
anticipated event each sum-
mer for residents. staff work 
very hard in the lead-up to the 
party to make the day perfect, 
said Judy. 

The theme this year was 
summer carnival, with bright-
ly coloured games for everyone 
to enjoy, a popcorn machine, 
a Polaroid camera for shots 
of residents and family, and 
a barbecue with hamburgers, 
potato salad and coleslaw, fol-
lowed by cake and ice cream. 

councillor eric Megarity 
brought greetings from the 
city of Fredericton. 

David coon, leader of the 
green Party of New Brunswick 
and the MlA for the down-
town riding, was away attend-
ing the funeral of lt.-gov. 
Jocelyne roy Vienneau, but his 
mother, iris, and brother, Bill, 
were on hand to represent him.

Board chair sharon simms 
addressed the crowd.

“i want to thank the resi-
dents, family and friends,” she 
said. “without them there 
would be no need to have this 

garden party.”
she also thanked the North 

side lions club for their an-
nual donation that helps fund 
the garden party, but even so, 
the budget at the home is tight.

“we are a non-government 
funded organization. Our 
rental rates are modest, which 
means we rely on donations,” 
said sharon. “i want to thank 
the Acw for their donations 
to help us meet our expenses.”

The Very rev. geoffrey 
hall, dean of christ church 
cathedral just around the 
corner, greeted the guests and 
prayed a blessing on the food 
and the day.

Diocesan Acw president 
linda Fury was a first-time 
visitor to the garden party.

“The food is delicious,” she 
said. “i’m very glad i came. i 
loved the entertainment. i’m 
very impressed.”

The calithumpians, a sum-
mer theatre group, provided 
the entertainment. Ten young 
musicians performed sev-
eral songs for the crowd, who 
seems to love the music.

Most of the songs were 
familiar tunes from the past 
50 years, with new lyrics to 
suit such events as the 50th 
anniversary of bilingualism in 
New Brunswick, and the 100th 
anniversary of women winning 
the right to vote. 

For example, they took the 
shania Twain hit, “Man, i feel 
like a woman” and changed the 
last word to “voter.”

The troupe used tambou-
rines, ukuleles, a keyboard, a 
dulcimer, bongos, a cowbell 
and a base guitar for their 
music, with many performers 
playing multiple instruments 
during the performance. 

At the end of the party, Judy 
was very pleased with how the 
afternoon had unfolded.

“The residents enjoyed it,” 
she said. “i always watch their 
faces.”

A summer 
garden party 

at  
Farraline 

Place

TOP: The Very Rev. Geoffrey Hall, centre, brings greetings from Christ Church Cathedral 
and asks a blessing on the troupe of performers, who are at left. The 10-member 
Calithumpians gave a lively performance that everyone enjoyed.

ABOVE:  The afternoon was perfect for a garden party at Farraline Place.

mcknight photos

LEFT: Staff members Kathy 
Lavigne, Sue Andrew, Kellie 
Steeves and Isabelle Hobson 
dish up the salads and 
hamburgers for guests. 
 
BOTTOM LEFT: Diocesan 
ACW president Linda Fury, 
at left, enjoyed the day at 
Farraline Place. This was her 
first visit to the garden party. 

BOTTOM RIGHT: Guests, 
residents and their family 
members enjoyed a pleasant 
afternoon. 
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“Sharing hope & help”

hooked  
on SMYC 
By Gisele McKniGht

st. Michael’s Youth conference is a 
success because everyone involved 
cares so much about it. That’s the con-
clusion one can easily draw from those 
who experience it — the instructors, 
the camp counsellors, the conferees 
and the organizers. The NB Anglican 
made its annual visit to sMYc in late 
August.

sMYc, a week-long summer camp 
held at camp wildwood near Buc-
touche, has fewer conferees this year, 
but no less enthusiasm among them 
and the staff. This annual diocesan 
camp advertises a good balance of the-
ology, church doctrine and fun. There 
are plenty of returning conferees and 
staff — an indication of the love and 
support it enjoys.

Olivia lipton is an example of 
that support. This was her fifth year 
at sMYc and her first on staff as a 
counsellor.

“There’s a tight bond here,” she said. 
“counsellors and staff are so influen-
tial. everyone’s focus is to make the 
week awesome for conferees and house 
kids. it’s very special.”

house kids are the children of staff 
who enjoy the important role of cabin 
inspection, and at lunch each day, a 
report on exactly who is pulling their 
weight with regard to neatness. it’s a 
big deal at sMYc!

Organizer the rev. canon kevin 
stockall illustrated the strong bonds 
and loyalty with this story. clara west-
haver was a house kid, then a conferee, 
and this year, a counsellor. she’s moved 
back to the uk during those years, 

but has returned, this year with her 
younger sister as a conferee, and with 
her boyfriend, who is a counsellor. 

“Memories of her sMYc experience, 
and what it meant to her, were suf-
ficient for her to travel from the uk,” 
said kevin. 

The staff are varied, from priests in 
the diocese, to professors and authors, 
who all, “see this as important enough 
to book a week off,” said kevin.

This is the second year on staff 
for the rev. Terence chandra, who 
brought his son, sam, and nephew, 
griffen, with him as house kids. he 
describes himself as a big fan of dioc-
esan camps, and he especially likes the 
traditions that sMYc is built upon.

“i like the day starting with Morning 
Prayer and then there’s evening Prayer 
— the bookends of the day.”

At chapel, he noticed the boys strug-
gling with the Prayer Book.

“i told them about my mother going 
to school in British guyana. she did 
Morning Prayer and evening Prayer 
every day at school. Their eyes went 
wide!”

Terence taught a course on the di-
vinity of Jesus, which he was enjoying.

“i get the same thing out of this as i 
do [being] at camp Medley or camp 
Brookwood. i feel i’m helping lay 
the foundation for a lifelong faith in 
christ.”

The rev. chris ketch, in whose par-
ish the conference takes place, is in his 
second year on staff teaching a course 
called Diving into Baptism.

“i started out in youth ministry and 
this is an extension of that,” said chris. 
“i have a love for teaching the faith and 

being involved in the spiritual forma-
tion of young people.”

After only one conference, chris 
was hooked on sMYc.

“in terms of christian formation, 
sMYc is top notch,” he said. “The 
study is rigorous. it’s not dumbed 
down. The expectations are high, but 
in a good way.

“Young people really love it here. it 
seems there’s a hesitancy — that maybe 
it’s boring because we have all these 
courses, but kids have a lot of fun.

“we need to acknowledge god 
is already at work in their lives. The 
teaching reflects that here.”

For kevin, the pay-off is in what he 
sees happening all around him.

“i continue to be amazed in the 
ways god continues to bless the con-
ference,” he said. “god sees the confer-
ence as a blessing to the church.”

Read more about  
St. Michael’s 
Youth  
Conference on 
page  7

MISSION IN MOTION:   children

sue careless photo

sue careless photo

mcknight photos

TOP: Water games are a big part of the 
fun at St. Michael’s Youth Conference.
MIDDLE: Blowing bubbles during 
some down time. From left: Amanda 
Moir, Boiestown; Charlotte Westhaver, 
Oxford, UK; Melanie Betts, Lutes Mt; 
Kim Grant, Sackville; Trust Kanoel, 
Pennfield.
BOTTOM: Olivia Lipton, long-time 
conferee, is enjoying her first year on 
staff.
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Who is Nicholas Saulnier?
BY giSele MCKnight

Nicholas Saulnier has been a long-time conferee and now coun-
sellor at St. Michael’s Youth Conference — so long, in fact, that 
he’s lost count.

“I consider it almost a home to my upbringing in faith,” he 
said. “I’ve learned a lot here.”

This past summer was a season of great change in his life. 
A captain in the Royal Canadian Air Force, Nicholas was an air 
battle manager stationed in Rome, New York as part of the 
North American Aerospace Defense Command (NORAD). God, 
though, had other plans.

This fall, Nicholas is a student at Wycliffe College in Toronto, 
where he is pursuing a masters degree in Divinity. The path 
before him is three years in college and two years at Bishop 
David Edwards’ discretion. Then the plan is to serve as a military 
chaplain with the Canadian Armed Forces.

“It will be very different going from defence to pastoral care,” 
he said of the plans before him. “It’s been in the back of my 
head for a long time. Now it’s slowly come to fruition — after a 
long period of discernment. I’m trusting in God to lead me.”

Nicholas’s tie to St. Michael’s is so strong that he’s repeat-
edly made the trip from New York just to be there. But did SMYC 
have any bearing on his new path?

“I definitely think so,” he said. “It exposed me to different 
aspects of faith that I wouldn’t otherwise have seen.”

His home church is St. George’s in Moncton. 

mcknight photo

“Sharing hope & help”
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By Gisele McKniGht 

The cabins are small, the bathrooms are 
in one central building and the dining 
hall is definitely retro in its décor. if you 
were hoping for a wifi connection, you 
might be out of luck.

if we’re being honest, camp Brook-
wood looks like something out of the 
1970s. And that’s just fine with camp-
ers, staff, and its many supporters.

The much-loved diocesan camp near 
Florenceville-Bristol has wrapped up 
another successful summer, with a total 
of 152 campers enjoying the simple 
pleasures of walks in the woods, games 
of soccer-baseball, tie-dying shirts, 
home-cooked meals and stories from 
the bible. 

“The idea behind Brookwood is to 
give kids an experience,” said director 
Ally green. “we’re willing to support 
that [financially].” 

This summer, 65 per cent of campers 
were sponsored, meaning someone or 
some organization — a generous donor, 
a parish or an organization — paid the 
$200 fee that allowed them to come for 
a week to be immersed in games, crafts, 
bible stories, camp fires, silly camp 
songs, hearty meals and uncomplicated 
fun.

This summer, Ally estimated that 70 
per cent of the kids who attended were 
unchurched. There’s a line on the reg-
istration form that asks for the child’s 
church or parish, and in most cases, it’s 
left blank.

That’s one week a year to hear the 
gospel. Most campers are from the 
north-west area of the province, where 
it’s mostly rural and churches some-
times don’t even have a youth group for 
them to attend, said Ally.

As has been the case each summer, 
the inner city Youth Ministry brought 
a bus load of 24 children from saint 
John, all of whom were sponsored.

each of the seven weeks, there is 

Nostalgia is big  
at Camp Brookwood  

a chaplain who oversees chapel. This 
could be a priest, a layreader, a youth 
leader or just a mature christian com-
fortable with sharing their faith with 
children.

To pull off a successful camping 
season, there is a small army of sup-
port behind the scenes, which begins 
with Mary lee and Dwight Phillips, 
who have been the camp’s nearby go-to 
people for a number of years. 

“whenever i need something, i 
call them,” said Ally. “i don’t think the 
camp would still exist without them.”

The staff are mostly former campers 
who age out but keep coming back to 
work year after year, said Ally. it be-
comes a family tradition, with multiple 
siblings camping and then working at 
Brookwood.

And there are generous individual 
donors and a number of parishes, An-
glican groups and community groups 
that raise money annually for camper 
sponsorships and camp upkeep. 

“even if organizations don’t have 
kids to send, they often drop off items 
— not necessarily cash, but toothbrush-
es, personal care items, shoes, food 
donations,” said Ally. “Mccains donates 
a whole chest freezer full of food.”

The extra pairs of shoes, and rubber 
boots, are needed for brooking — walk-
ing, splashing and discovering what’s in 
the brook that runs through the camp. 
it’s a long-time, much-enjoyed tradition 
at Brookwood.

The games are also a big feature of 
summer camp. “Ollie Ollie Oxen Free,” 
the origin of which is a mystery, is 
basically hide and seek. “Museum” is 
a game where participants run around 
while the ‘security guard’ is not look-
ing, but must become statue-like when 
he or she is near them.

“Pirate” requires absolute silence. 

Camp continued on page 9

mcknight photos

MISSION IN MOTION:   children

“Sharing hope & help”
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someone is blindfolded and sits on a 
bench, under which a first-aid kit is 
placed. This person listens closely for 
movement. when heard, he or she 
‘shoots’ at the noise makers with their 
fingers. if you get shot, you’re out. But 
if you manage to sneak up and steal the 
kit, you’re the pirate — and the winner. 

capture the Flag is another big fa-
vourite. wikipedia’s rules say there are 
two teams, each of which has a flag. The 

objective is to capture the other team’s 
flag, located at the team’s “base,” and 
bring it safely back to their own base.

“The kids get right into it,” said 
Ally. “They’re creeping up through the 
woods. we’ve had to set some pretty 
harsh rules — ‘Ok kids, you’re not in 
the military!’”

Meals are another highlight of camp 
life. stacy carmichael has been the 
cook for seven of the last eight years. 
what keeps her coming back? 
     “The staff, the campers,” she said. 

“My children came here. we have a 
history, and quite possibly god keeps 
bringing me back.”

The camp is rather small by modern 
standards. it can accommodate about 
40 people at a time, including staff. 
Most camp weeks see about two dozen 
campers, for a total annual capacity of 
182. This year, the camp operated at 84 
per cent capacity. 

late in August, two former staffers 
who met at Brookwood — claire ride-
out and griffin Broad — were married 

there by the rev. chris ketch, who is a 
popular camp chaplain each summer 
and the priest-in-charge in the Parish 
of kent. 

Next year will likely be Ally’s last 
year at camp Brookwood, as she hopes 
to launch a teaching career by 2021. 

You can support camp Brookwood 
by visiting the diocesan website and 
clicking on donate at the top right. 
From the drop-down menu, choose 
camp Brookwood.  
www.anglican.nb.ca

Camp continued from page 8

Multi-generations both camp and work here

PHOTO CAPTIONS:
OPPOSITE PAGE:  Stacy Carmichael dishes out macaroni & cheese, the 
favourite meal at the camp; everyone gathers at meal time for food and fun.

THIS PAGE, CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT:  Clair Rideout and Griffin 
Broad held their August wedding at Camp Brookwood, where they met; 
lining up for lunch; every week has a theme; Morgan Edwards (in red) and 
Ally Green (in blue) lead a craft session.

This year’s staff: 

ally Green, director 

Hannah Macleod, assistant director 

Charles Green, activities co-coordinator 

Lauren Schriver, activities co-coordinator 

Emily Sprague, crafts counsellor 

andrew Crabbe, nature counsellor 

Morgan Edwards, lifeguard and facilities manager 

elliot Derrah, groundskeeper 

Stacy Carmichael, cook 

Plus several counsellors-in-training and chaplains

Favourite meal, according to Stacy: 

Macaroni and cheese; individual banana breads 

 
Favourite activities, according to Ally: 

Tie-dying t-shirts; campfires; evening chapel; slip & 

slide; Capture The Flag; soccer baseball; brooking

Brookwood facts

Jamie bard dube photo

“Sharing hope & help”
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Arguments for  
child communion
There are several reasons for 
child communion in the An-
glican church.

1. The same criteria Apply 
to the eucharist as to Baptism

Anglicans already baptize 
infants when they are too 
young to know the significance 
of the sacrament, nor will 
they remember it afterwards. 
Neither the Bible nor other 
ancient christian source sets 
down qualifications for holy 
communion that do not apply 
equally to baptism.

2. no Ageism in the Bible
Neither the Bible nor the 

witness of the earliest churches 
marks any distinction on ac-
count of age as to benefits or 
entitlements for christians. 

except for needy seniors, 
elders governing the church, 
military service, and child-
parent relations, scripture 
does not consider age any 
ground for different rights and 
responsibilities of individual 
members of god’s people. god 
simply does not regard it as a 
factor.

3. no Ageism in christian 
Antiquity

The Didache 9.1 says, “But 
let no one eat or drink of your 
eucharist, unless they have 
been baptized into the name of 
the lord; for concerning this 
also the lord has said, ‘give not 
that which is holy to the dogs.’”  
     here the crucial qualifica-
tion was whether a person had 
been baptized, rather than age 
or ability to understand. The 
Didache was a church manual 
written in the first century AD.

in the middle of the third 
century AD, Bishop cyprian 
of carthage speaks of ad-
ministration of the chalice to 
a christian child too young 
to talk, as a matter of regu-
lar church practice (On the 
lapsed 25).

communion was appar-
ently not delayed on account 
of age until the year 1215, at 
the Fourth lateran council of 
the roman catholic church.

4. eastern Orthodoxy
The eastern Orthodox 

pride themselves on hav-
ing kept apostolic practices 

unimpaired through the ages. 
From time immemorial, the 
eastern Orthodox church has 
given the eucharist regardless 
of age as soon as possible after 
baptism.  
     The consecrated elements 
are placed together in the 
chalice, and the priest ad-
ministers them with a spoon. 
infants typically receive a small 
amount of consecrated wine; 
older children receive the con-
secrated bread as well.   
     There is no theological 
reason for withholding the 
bread from babies, only the 
concern of not giving solid 
food to those not ready for it. 
(wikipedia)

5. extending the eucharist 
to infants is a current trend 
in Protestantism today

in recent years, giving 
communion to young chil-
dren has gained considerable 
support in denominations with 
western european roots.  
     All congregations of the 
Federation of reformed 
churches and the commu-
nion of reformed evangelical 
churches practice it. 

The christian reformed 
church (the main Dutch 
reformed church in North 
America) and the reformed 
episcopal church (a conserva-
tive Anglican break-off) also 
accept the practice.  
     Many conservative Presby-
terians favour it (wikipedia). 
These organizations are all 
calvinist, which stress Biblical 
literalism and impose restric-
tions more readily than do 
mainline Anglicans.

6. Onus of Proof
The silence of scripture 

and the foreignness of ageism 
to it, and its great antiquity, 
the onus is on opponents to 
prove that children are not to 
be given the eucharist, rather 
than on anyone to prove that 
they ought to.
Dr. David W. T. Brattston 
is a retired lawyer residing 
in Lunenburg, N.S. His five 
books and over 300 articles 
on early and contemporary 
Christianity have been 
published by a wide variety of 
denominations in every major 
English-speaking country.

 
• • •

letters tO the eDitOr

A check-in from  
Yukon Territory
hello dear friends,

i just want to let you all 
know that i am now living a 
delightful life in my new-to-me 
cabin in carcross, about 65 km 
south of whitehorse, just north 
of the border with B.c. it is a 
dream come true!  
     i have always dreamed of 
a cabin in the woods. This is 
what i now have, with more 
blessings than i ever dreamed 
of!   
     My cabin is 12 feet by 16 
feet, built of logs, with windows 
on all sides. i also have a loft, 
which is presently the delight 
of my cat, who likes to race up 
and down the ladder!   
     i am situated on the top of 
a small hill, surrounded by 
evergreens (mainly lodgepole 
pines) and by trembling aspens, 
which are presently changing 
to their beautiful fall golden 
colour.  
     what a joy it was to do my 
final unpacking, and to be able 
to know that my stuff now had 
a relatively permanent place!  
     i also look out on moun-
tains on both sides — cariboo 

Mountain on the left and 
Needles Mountain on the 
right. sometimes i can see Dall 
sheep on cariboo Mountain.  
     The peace and quiet of my 
place is one of my joys. i listen 
to the wind in the trees, or 
the drumming of the rain on 
my roof, and the birds, too, of 
course. 
     At my cabin you would 
never know it, but i have 
friends and neighbours fairly 
close. My friends linda and 
keith are down the hill about a 
five minute walk away, or two 
minutes by car. There are about 
a dozen cabins in the commu-
nity, but i seem to be the only 
person in the woods! 
     That means i have safety but 
my dream is intact. i am totally 
off grid. i bring my water in 
and carry wood, both of which 
will keep me active and fit. 

For lighting i have a 
marvelous head-lamp, a good 
flashlight, and a hanging leD 
light. 
     Darkness is gradually 
increasing these days. Now at 
the beginning of september 
it is dark by about 10.30 p.m., 
and gets light about 6.30 a.m. 
in the winter, we will have 
darkness from about 3 p.m. till 

10 a.m.  
     i have a great wood stove, 
which will keep me snug in the 
winter time.  
     My love and best wishes, 
and a happy Thanksgiving to 
all! 
The Rev. Brenda McKnight

A note of thanks 
from the retired 
primate

Aug. 12, 2019 
Dear David,

Thank you for your kind 
words at the gathering mark-
ing my retirement during the 
March meeting of the house of 
Bishops.

Thank you for your dioc-
esan share in the monetary gift 
from the Province of canada.

with much respect, i assure 
you of my prayers for you 
and all whom you lead in the 
service of christ and his gospel 
for the world.

ever grateful for our abid-
ing friendship in him,

i am,
sincerely Yours,

Fred (Hiltz)

• • •
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Greetings  
from Roatán
An update from the episcopal 
church of roatán - Nelson and 
kara Mejia ministry:

i thank my god every time 
i remember you. in all my 
prayers for all of you, i always 
pray with joy because of your 
partnership in the gospel from 
the first day until now. (Philip-
pians 1:3-5, NiV)

we give all glory and honor 
to the lord for your partnering 
with us. without your support 
and especially your prayers, 
our ministry would never have 
been possible.  we give our 
heartfelt special thanks to all of 
you for your sacrificial giving. 

youth Activities 
On sunday, Aug. 18, the young 
people had the opportunity to 
lead the sunday service, it was 
a great experience for them.      

They led the liturgy, chose 
the music and sang, read the 
readings. Jennifer was the 
preacher, charon directed the 
liturgy, and prayed for different 
situations that are affecting our 
country and the island of roa-
tán such as education, health, 
church, authorities, children 
and young people. 

There was also a time to 
pray for the members of the 
congregation. i can say the 
young people did an excellent 
job and there is great leader-
ship potential. To the eternal 
god be all glory and honor. 

emmanuel church  
6th Anniversary  
in late August we celebrated 
our sixth anniversary. several 
activities were planned. 
     we had a special preacher, 
the band “Proclaims” came 
from Tegucigalpa to help us 
with praise. every day we had 
activities during the night and 
sunday morning we had a 
spiritual retreat especially for 
the congregation.

we are happy to celebrate 
the progress we have made in 
the last six years, and i also 
want to say it would not have 
been possible without your 
prayers and financial help. 
Thanks again for your com-
panionship.

Family news
This oncoming year, there will 
be some family changes and 

we are learning and preparing 
for it. Our children, stephen 
and kelly, started classes on 
Aug. 19. 

For stephen it will be his 
last year in roatán and then he 
will go to university. we pray 
that he can go and study in 
canada. he will start applying 
for scholarships at different 
universities. we are asking for 
direction from god and where 
he goes is according to god’s 
purpose.  
     kelly happily started on the 
seventh grade and we are sure 
it will be a great year for her. 
Please have us in your prayers 
and may god guide us in 
everything we do in ministry 
and family.

Financial support 
On the financial side, we con-
tinue to be very positive and to 
pray and praise god with faith 
and thanksgiving. 
     we also ask you to continue 
to pray about our finances and 
that for the rest of the year our 
support will stabilize and be 
sufficient to cover our needs. 
     At the moment our balance 
is very low. Therefore, please 
consider sending a special 
offering to cover our expenses 
and needs.

To donate now, please click 
on the following link: https://
www.canadahelps.org/en/
dn/13778

Or you can visit the Diocese 
of Fredericton website (www.
anglican.nb.ca) then go to 
“Donate” for various ways to 
give online. Be sure to select 
“honduras Mission Fund.” 

cheques should be made 
payable to “The Diocesan 
synod of Fredericton” and sent 
to: Anglican Diocesan 
synod of Fredericton, 115 
church street, Fredericton, NB 
e3B 4c8

Phone: (506) 459-1801. All 
cheques should have “hon-
duras Mission” noted on the 
reference line.

we greatly appreciate your 
prayer and financial support 
to date and trust that you will 
continue to support us. 

Please continue to pray for:
• Continued and stable 

financial support for the next 
three years as we continue 

to serve the lord on roatán, 
honduras.

• The ongoing construction 
in coxen hole. Pray for the 
remaining installation stages: 
cement concrete for the floor 
and ceramic tiles.

• Our congregations: St. Pe-
ter by the sea in Brick Bay, and 
emmanuel in coxen hole.

• The Rev. Robert Brown-
ing and for his ministry to 
english-speakers at 
eastern roatán.

• Youth leadership, that 
god will provide someone to 
minister to and guide the 
young people.

• Spiritual and practical 
outreach in the local commu-
nities.

• For leadership for the 
church in roatán.

• The Episcopal Church 
in honduras, for the process 
toward self-sufficiency by the 
end of 2019. 
     • Please pray that crisis in 
our country will end. Pray that 
our president, Juan Orlando, 
will agree with teachers and 
medical professionals and 
others groups to bring balance 
and peace to honduras.

Thank you to all who have 
faithfully prayed and faithfully 
given to support this incred-
ible work of ministering to the 

people in our congregations.
Matthew 25:40: 

“whatever you did for one of 
the least of these brothers and 
sisters of mine, you did for 
me.”  
     Your prayers and continued 

support enable us to continue 
touching people’s lives with 
Jesus’ love.

Nelson and kara Mejia
https://nelsonandkara.

wordpress.com/

CLOCKWISE FROM TOP:  Anniversary worship band together with Emmanuel band during the sixth 
anniversary celebrations; Kara and Nelson; Jennifer Guzman preaches; Stephen and Kara.

submitted photos

MISSION IN MOTION:   international

My name is Jennifer guzman, from san Pedro del Mar epis-
copal church in Brick Bay, and i would like to share with 
you about my experience at the episcopal Youth event 19 in 
Panama.

Thank god i was one of those chosen to participate in 
the episcopal Youth event in Panama. (eJe) it was a very 
beautiful experience and full of learning. i met about the 
different cultures in latin America. 

in this event they taught us how to walk on the path 
of love, we receive very wise words from The Most rev. 
Michael Bruce curry the Presiding Bishop and Primate of 
The episcopal church, as well as we receive them from the 
organizing committee and especially from the young people 
in the whole team.  
     without a doubt, this has been one of the best experience 
of my life, not only for having met and shared with different 
people and cultures, but also because they showed us the 
reality of how we are as a planet, as well as the way forward 
and try of giving and doing the best to help. 
     i am delighted that the different youth of the churches 
are taken into account to mark a positive change on our 
planet. Young people are not the future of the church, we 
are the present and if we are given the opportunity we can 
develop our potential. To god be the glory. 

Testimony
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Deep Roots makes a deep impact
By Gisele McKniGht 

Editor’s note: The Deep Root diocesan 
gathering was a 24-hour event, with 
three keynote addresses, two messages 
from the bishop and two special guest 
speakers. In the interest of brevity, this 
article deals mainly with the second 
keynote address and guest speakers. 

The Deep roots diocesan gathering, 
held June 14-15 at uNB, Fredericton, 
opened its second day with keynote # 2 
from guest Michael Frost, of “surprise 
the world” fame.

establishing yourselves in your com-
munity as the authentic hands of christ, 
doing his work for the poor, the hungry, 
the downtrodden will get your noticed, 
he said.

“when you lead in this way long-
term… they’ll eventually call on you to 
serve the community,” he said.

he recounted his experience when an 
official called him for help. in his com-
munity outside sydney, Australia, the 
downtown had been made a pedestrian 
mall, filled with bars and restaurants. 
As a result, there was a great deal of 
alcohol-fueled violence on the weekend 
nights, and it was costing the city a for-
tune to police it and clean up the mess.

“My city realized it was broken and 
they were coming to the church for 
help!” he said.

he quickly agreed to help, and 
booked a meeting to present his ideas. 
But he hung up feeling utterly lost. he 
had no idea what to do. The pastors of 
the town got together and came up with 
nothing of substance, so he turned to 
google and found a program in the uk. 
Volunteers, wearing T-shirts that read 
“street Pastor,” infiltrated the troubled 
area as a calming presence, and it 
worked.

so they gave it a go. Volunteers would 
take turns walking the area from 11 
p.m. to 5 a.m. — a tough assignment for 
pastors expected to preach a few hours 
later. 

The police chief was all for it, the 
mayor bought the T-shirts and 200 
people volunteered. within six months, 
violence was reduced by one-third.

eight years later, violence had 
dropped by 75 per cent, “just by the 
presence of people listening, helping and 
caring.” They also learned that women 
over 55 were the most effective volun-
teers — perhaps the grandmother effect.

The ‘street pastors’ suffered their 
fair share of abuse — you molest little 
boys; you hate gays — but by the early 
morning hours, there were often a few 

stragglers who wanted to talk.
“You sit down and explain the reign 

of Jesus, where no little children are 
abused,” he said. 

BellS
After the story, Michael recapped the 

Bells mission — bless, eat, listen, learn, 
be sent. 

A good christian is expected to go to 
church, tithe, meet for a bible study mid-
week, “but do these things propel me out 
into the world?” he asked.

The ‘blessing others and eating with 
others’ parts of his missional habits are 
vital places to focus, he said. 

“if i could just make people do it, it 
would turn your church upside down,” 
he said. “Blessing and eating have rich 
effects.” 

he told a story of his act of blessing 
on another. he was at an art exhibit and 
struck up a conversation with another 
man, a stranger. he mentioned he’d just 
come back from the state of georgia, 
which the stranger found interesting, 
because that was where his favourite 
author, Flannery O’connor, was from.  
     They had a great conversation and 
Michael thought that was the end of it 
until, a few days later, he found a used 
copy of the collective works of Flannery 
O’connor. he bought it, and as god 
would have it, the opportunity to bless 

came about very soon.
“i saw him again, and said, ‘hey look 

what i found for you.’ i was really skirt-
ing the edges of male culture!” he said.

it was a bit awkward, and the man 
wanted to pay him for it, but no. in fact, 
Michael had written a blessing for him 
on the first page, which he showed him.

“he was definitely weirded out!”
Months later he was at another 

art opening, with a lot of guys sitting 
around a table, including the Flannery 
O’connor fan. One of the men asked 
Michael, ‘Aren’t you with that group 
called small Boat, Big sea? what is 
that?’

“we are all trained to say it’s not a 
church. we’re just ‘a collective of neigh-
bours who orient our lives around Je-
sus,’” he said. “if i’d said ‘it’s a church,’ he 
wouldn’t have asked ‘what do you do?’”

he did ask, so Michael explained they 
live by the Bells model — blessing, eat-
ing together, etc.

‘is that what you were doing when 
you gave me the book?’ asked the Flan-
nery O’connor fan.

“Yes, but i’m sorry. i didn’t mean to 
make it weird,” was Michael’s answer.

The man then proceeded to explain 
the impact of the book. he had com-
pletely ruined his marriage and was go-
ing through a terrible divorce. everyone 
had turned against him. he sought 

therapy and recounted all the horrible de-
tails, but his therapist said, ‘surely there must 
be someone who affirms you.’

That’s when he remembered Michael’s 
blessing inside the book. it was all he had to 
answer the therapist’s question. After that he 
had ripped the page out and carried it with 
him everywhere, a constant reminder of 
positivity.

As a result of the story around the table at 
the art opening, one of the men said, ‘i’d like 
to do that.’

Michael is part of a small group of men 
who meet each week for breakfast to hold 
each other accountable for their work with 
the Bells model. so he told the guy to show 
up, which he did. 

“i thought he’d be gone in a week or two, 
but months later, he was instructing us, read-
ing scriptures. i said, ‘Dude, i think you’re 
a christian!’ we baptized him in sydney 
harbour.”

Michael cautioned that the constant in all 
his exploits is the holy spirit.

“listening is absolutely essential in mis-
sion. The holy spirit helps me to know— do 
i stay here or go, am i in danger, am i com-
plicit in what’s happening, do i press in or 
walk away, talk or listen? The holy spirit tells 
me,” he said.

GaRBaGe
Michael told a final story during his 

second keynote address about his experience 
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Deep Roots makes a deep impact

therapy and recounted all the horrible de-
tails, but his therapist said, ‘surely there must 
be someone who affirms you.’

That’s when he remembered Michael’s 
blessing inside the book. it was all he had to 
answer the therapist’s question. After that he 
had ripped the page out and carried it with 
him everywhere, a constant reminder of 
positivity.

As a result of the story around the table at 
the art opening, one of the men said, ‘i’d like 
to do that.’

Michael is part of a small group of men 
who meet each week for breakfast to hold 
each other accountable for their work with 
the Bells model. so he told the guy to show 
up, which he did. 

“i thought he’d be gone in a week or two, 
but months later, he was instructing us, read-
ing scriptures. i said, ‘Dude, i think you’re 
a christian!’ we baptized him in sydney 
harbour.”

Michael cautioned that the constant in all 
his exploits is the holy spirit.

“listening is absolutely essential in mis-
sion. The holy spirit helps me to know— do 
i stay here or go, am i in danger, am i com-
plicit in what’s happening, do i press in or 
walk away, talk or listen? The holy spirit tells 
me,” he said.

GaRBaGe
Michael told a final story during his 

second keynote address about his experience 

at an emerging church conference. The 
final event was at a beautiful church 
where all the furniture had been re-
moved and the floor covered in garbage. 

“Two men came out in cassocks and 
led us,” he said. “it was a beautiful ser-
vice, but they never mentioned this pile 
of garbage.”

Then they undid their robes to reveal 
speedos, and walked deep into the 
garbage pile. 

“One reached in and pulled out a 
bottle of wine. The other pulled out a 
loaf of bread,” he said.

Then one said: ‘if you choose to 
celebrate holy communion with us, you 
are also celebrating the central miracle 
of history — incarnation. god waded 
into the ... brokenness of this world: Just 
as the Father sent me, so i send you…’

“i had to think long and hard. can i 
cope with this garbage? can i say, ‘send 
me? wherever you choose, i will go.’ i 
was quaking!”

Then Michael challenged those in the 
audience.

“To whom have you been sent? can 
you name them? see them? can you go 
where they are? can you wade into the 
brokenness of their lives? Because you 
are god’s gift to those people.”

DEEP DivES - LiSA vAuGhN oN 
leaDeRSHip

The rest of the morning included two 
speakers, the rev. lisa Vaughn, parish 
vitality co-ordinator with the Diocese of 
Nova scotia and Prince edward island, 
and the rev. renée embree, director 
of youth and family ministries - cana-
dian Baptists of Atlantic canada.

“i grew up in a box,” said lisa. 
“Things have certainly changed and 
they’re going to stay that way. That box 
is coming apart, the tape is coming off 
and the cardboard is wet! But there’s 
something happening and it’s exciting to 
be part of it.”

The current trend in congregations 
is part-time incumbency, with fewer 
paid ministers, she said, adding about 
one-third of the clergy in her diocese are 
part time.

“But the gifts of the laity! My gosh, 
they’re gifted! we need to be encourag-
ing and empowering,” she said.

in Matthew 9:35-38, we read that 
Jesus saw the desperation of the people, 
but that the labourers are few. 

“what’s the desperation in your com-
munity? There is no lack of mission op-
portunity,” she said, adding that in rural 
areas, you may be the last church left to 
take those opportunities.

“clericalism” is the idea among clergy 
that ‘i’m the one they pay, the burden on 
the budget, so i have to lead the charge, 
and be at everything,’ she said.

“But it chokes the ministry. There are 
lots of clergy having heart attacks, burn-
ing out and leaving ministry forever,” 
she said. 

Then she told the clergy present to 
put their hands over their ears. 

“i want to say something to the laity. 
if you hear the clergy saying no to a 
ministry opportunity, go ahead and do 
it. No one could stop you holding some-
thing in your back yard,” she said.

To clergy: “give them the ball and let 
them run. will someone die? No. Ok, so 
release people to do!” 

DEEP DivES - RENéE EMbREE oN 
nexT GeneRaTiOn MiniSTRy

“Youth culture changes incredibly 
rapidly,” she said, citing flossing as the 
latest dance craze. “By the time us old 
people learn it, it won’t be cool any-
more!”

Our young people are the show Me 
generation, she said. ‘i love my neigh-
bour. Oh yeah? show me,’ is the re-
sponse. 

“They are skeptical. They’ve seen so 
many fail and fall,” she said.

 “This generation is attracted to 
vulnerability, truth, substance, authen-
ticity,” she said. “churches that are the 
best neighbours are growing younger, 

Part II

PHOTO CAPTIONS:

The crowd joins in worship 
during the Deep Roots 
diocesan gathering; 

Keynote speaker and 
Surprise the World author 
Michael Frost speaks on 
Saturday;  

Renée Embree during her 
presentation;

The Anglican Foundation 
was a financial supporter of 
the diocesan gathering.

Deep Roots continued on page 18

mcknight photos
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Surviving — dare we say thriving? — 
in rural new Brunswick

Editor’s note:  This is Part III in
a series on rural parish ministry
in the diocese. There are two
common beliefs held by some
that this series on rural parishes 
will challenge: that rural
parishes are one step away from
dying, and that mission work is
predominately done in urban
areas.
     The New Brunswick Angli-
can visited with members of
the Parish of Salisbury and 
Havelock. This two-point
parish was well on its way to 
being a one-point parish only 
seven years ago, but in the 
intervening years, it’s learned 
the meaning of mission and has 
thrived as a result.

By Gisele McKniGht 

it’s the first Thursday of the 
month and the rev. chris 
hayes and a dozen choir mem-
bers make their way to the 
Jordan lifecare centre on the 
back roads between salisbury 
and Petitcodiac.

chris is animated and 
enthusiastic as he presents 
a short service of scripture, 
songs, homily and prayer.

“god is here all the time,” 
he tells the crowd of residents. 
“Not just during the services.”

As the service ends, he 
shakes every hand in the 

‘We’re playing a long game’
room.

sharon hopper of salisbury 
supports chris at the service 
by singing. 

“The people here seem to 
enjoy having us,” she said. “You 
think sometimes they’re not 
listening, but then the music 
starts and their eyes light up. it 
gives you joy to bring some joy 
into their day.”

The Parish of salisbury & 
havelock is one of those rural 
parishes that has worked hard 
to redefine itself. while it still 
does the expected — like the 
monthly nursing home service 
— it has a long list of recent 
endeavours that are quite non-
traditional and some would 
say, unexpected. it all came 
about after near extinction.

seven years ago, three of its 
four churches were not in use. 
st. Andrew’s in Petitcodiac had 
a For sale sign on the front 
lawn. Only the congregation in 
salisbury remained.

chris and his family arrived 
not quite knowing what was 
ahead for them.

“we asked the vestry to re-
open [st. Andrews] for a year 
and try it,” said chris. “when 
we re-evaluated it after a year, 
it became obvious. Our parish 
had all but doubled.”

Now the place is thriving — 
preschool and playgroup, yoga, 

soap making classes, community 
craft sales, dinner and a movie 
nights, family fun days, VBs, 
Nativity lunches, a new play-
ground on the front lawn and 
very popular elementary school 
dances three times a year.

“The elementary school 
allows us to send a pamphlet 
home,” said chris. “we had 
125 last time but we’ve had 
150.”

They were overwhelmed by 
the dance response and have 
become a lot more knowledge-
able about what not to do, 
particularly with their canteen 
at the dances.

“we learned not to sell 
starburst candy,” said chris. “it 
sticks to the floor.

“But the great thing is par-
ents trust us. This is an event 
they can send kids here with 
a $5 bill. That’s admission and 
candy.”

even the community sup-
ports the dances with prizes 
and supplies.

At first, the question was 
why? why put on a dance for 
elementary school children? 
how was that the work of the 
church?

“One reason we do it is 
that parents said there’s not a 
lot for kids to go to socially,” 
said chris. “This is something 
Rural continued on page 15

 A visit and worshipping with seniors at care homes is a win-win 
situation, says the Rev. Chris Hayes, shown here at the Jordan 
Lifecare Centre in June.

mcknight photo
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where there is no goal, other than to 
just have fun. it also helps make church 
not a scary place.

“No, it’s not preaching, it’s not giving 
out tracts. it’s a step in a relationship. 
we’re playing a long game here.”

he tells the story of a parent who 
has family connections to the church, 
who is now thinking of having his chil-
dren baptized because ‘any church that 
would hold dances for kids is one that’s 
listening to people’ and is one he would 
choose, said chris.

Therein lies the vision chris and his 
parish have caught — the heart of mis-
sion is the relationships you build in 
your community.

it’s the reason they built a play-
ground on church grounds — not at 
the back, but right on the front lawn 
where kids can easily find it.

They had financial support from the 
diocese, the N.B. children’s Foundation, 
the salisbury lions club and the Petit-
codiac kiwanis club, plus a grant from 
the Anglican Foundation. The rest of the 
funds were raised or donated. it’s been a 
positive investment and it’s well used.

“it’s for the community, not just the 
church,” said chris, listing its virtues: 
“it was a good use of land because it’s 
just a big lawn. And being in front of 
the church shows what the church is.”

some people ask why a church 
would build a playground. But the 
relaxed environment has led to lots of 
questions about christianity that par-
ents have asked as their children play. 

“we intended all along to use it as 

a means of outreach,” said chris. “it’s 
amazing the number of casual conversa-
tions at the playground. it’s doing what 
we hoped and it’s gathering traction.”

rebecca stewart leads the preschool 
and play groups that meet at the church 
hall in Petitcodiac. she and her hus-
band are also heavily involved in the 
elementary dances.

“we want to be involved in the com-
munity, even if people don’t come to 
services,” she said. “we do things for 
the community and we enjoy it.” 
     right now they’re working on devel-
oping a youth group for kids 10 and up, 
funded in part by the lucrative dances. 

“As our kids grow, it will be another 
option for families in the community.”

At st. John’s in salisbury, the parish-
ioners there wanted to reach out to the 
community and began holding a “base-
ment café” as a safe place for people 
to gather on wednesday mornings. 
it turned out that only people from 
church attended, but that in itself was 
valuable.

“During those times, we talked a 
lot about the mission and role of the 
church, and that was unexpected,” said 
chris. “if we’d stuck to the original idea, 
it might have been deemed a failure, 
but it was a success in other ways.

“it was a chance to talk about what 
was going on. That forum didn’t exist in 
any other way.”

it will continue in the fall.
The congregation also held camp 

On The road VBs last summer for 30 
mostly non-church kids, and it contin-
ues to provide a breakfast program for 
elementary school students in the vil-

lage. They also hold a huge christmas 
auction which is well-received in the 
community.

chris recently heard a comment 
from a newcomer to st. John’s who said, 
‘i feel more at home here than i should 
already’ — an affirmation that goes a 
long way.

while the dances help fund the youth 
program, money in the parish was still 
tight. They used to do a takeout meal to 
raise funds, but it became taxing.

“we were killing ourselves with the 
takeout dinner and we needed a week 
to recover,” said chris. “we were put-
ting our energy and time into fundrais-
ing and not mission.”

so he made a bold proposal: “if 40 
envelope holders gave $5 a week extra, 
then we wouldn’t need to fundraise. 
And they did it.

“it’s a form of faith, and it’s also 
made people think about what they 
were putting in their envelopes.”

That measure of faith is part of the 
parish’s willingness to try new things, 
like the playground.

“god is giving the vision and ideas. 
when i explained what the vision 
was — to get out to the people — the 
church caught onto it. i think we’ve 
turned a corner in the parish and 
people realize it.”

it’s beginning to pay off. New fami-
lies are starting to attend services.

“They’ve come to check us out 
because they’ve heard about the church 
from others,” said chris. “Numbers 
have increased. Not by a great deal 
because you lose people too, but now 
we’re at about 60 in the two churches 

on sunday.”
last year things in the parish crys-

talized somewhat after studying the Mi-
chael Frost book, Surprise the World. 
The parish provided every household 
with the book. And in reading it, they 
realized many were already doing out-
reach by visiting and calling folks who 
weren’t at church — things they’d been 
doing for years. it was further affirma-
tion of god’s vision for the parish.

“As a parish, we now understand 
what christian mission can look like,” 
said chris. “it’s not all or nothing in 
any one moment. we’re not as worried 
about our immediate future as we have 
been at times in the past.

“even if people can’t ‘do,’ the mind-
set is shifting. i’ll credit David edwards, 
Michael Frost and shawn Branch for 
their example.”

so what’s in the parish’s future? 
chris experimented with a free hot 
chocolate pop-up stand last winter, 
and he plans to repeat it. he also has 
an idea for a dog and human water sta-
tion since st. Andrews is on a popular 
dog-walking route. There is also a plan 
for pop-up barbecues downtown at 
lunchtime, similar to the hot chocolate 
give-aways. And they plan to hold a 
games night for kids.

“we heard from grandparents that 
there isn’t much for middle school stu-
dents if they’re not into sports, so in the 
fall we’ll be doing board games nights 
in both villages,” he said.

“All this further establishes our 
willingness not to be in here,” he said, 
referring to the confines of the church 
building. “Or not only in here.”

Rural continued from page 14

The  
long  
game

Youth activities such as summer drop-in nights, 
elementary school dances, Sunday School, and 
playground play days are great ways to meet kids, 
and tell them about Jesus. This soft outreach 
is starting to make hard gains in the Parish of 
Salisbury and Havelock.

At top right, Rebecca Stewart and Sarah Taylor 
decorate the hall in preparation for the night’s 
preschool graduation event.  

chris hayes photos

mcknight photo
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q u i l t i n g

By lynDA DuPlisseA 

when i read Bishop David ed-
ward’s “god’s gift of commu-
nity” in the september issue of 
the New Brunswick Anglican, i 
smiled.  
     his thoughts about the 
impact of the church and a 
sense of community, with all 
of its richness, reminded me 
of the recent quilt show my 
friends and i coordinated and 
hosted at my church, st. Peter’s 
Anglican in the Parish of st. 
stephen.  
     “woven in Time 2019” took 
its title from a book by Bill 
eagan. As an oral history of 
the Milltown (st. croix) cot-
ton Mill, the book featured an 
interview with st. Peters’ most 
senior member, Alpha wil-
son, and mentioned in several 
places the Todds who held a 
special place in the community 
as well as our church.

For readers who are not 
familiar with my church, st. 
Peter’s is a quaint, homey 
church that is reminiscent of 
the kind of churches you might 
find dotting the countryside of 
our province.  
     its benefactress, the widow 
of the long since deceased 
partner of the long since 
demolished cotton mill that 
employed hundreds in the 
community many years ago, 
left provisions in her will 
to support the church. The 
stained glass window behind 
the altar is in memory of her 
husband.

recently, the cotton mill has 
been in the news because NB 
Power has decommissioned 
the generator powered by the 
st. croix river’s salmon Falls 
and wishes to remove the dam.  
     The river, the falls, and the 
mill are all woven into the 
community and its sense of 
place. For many, a sense of 
place is more than geographi-
cal or architectural; it is part of 
one’s identity.  
     A strong sense of identity 
and community are developed 
visually, culturally, socially 
and environmentally. it can be 

fostered in one’s home and in 
one’s church. it can take root in 
the form of place attachment, 
which is why Bishop David’s 
reflection on god’s gift of com-
munity prompted me to write.  

This past winter took its 
toll on st. Peter’s, and during 
the spring some unbudgeted 
repairs had to be done. Our 
numbers, and therefore our 
weekly offerings, are not as 
they once were, and interest 
rates on the endowment are 
low as well.  
     with the upcoming inter-
national Festival celebrating 
years of friendship between the 
communities of st. stephen, 
N.B. and calais, Maine, each 
of which have a section of their 
municipalities named Mill-
town, i pitched the idea that 
some of my quilting friends 
and i host a quilt show at st. 
Peter’s with admission by free-
will donation to be used to 
help preserve the building and 
its maintenance needs.  
     warden Jim higgins and 
rector Julian Pillay were com-
pletely on board but wondered 
if we could fill the church with 
quilts and have enough people 
to help. A fellow parish mem-
ber, Joan Perry, and i were 
certain we could.

Joan reached out to helen 
Dumont and i to carmelle ga-
rant. we resurrected the name, 
st. croix cotton Mill Quilters, 
enlisted the help of our parish 
hand quilters, and tapped a 
few of our quilting friends 
(who identified with other 
denominations or none at all) 
to become a ‘small gang’ who 
assembled a variety of quilts as 
well as a private collection of 
character dolls for display.  
     As piece makers, we set 
out to put on a one-day show 
in order to help preserve st. 
Peter’s. 

Jim higgins promised to 
warm up the barbecue and 
peddle hot dogs, and 15-year-
old ian curran (a member 
of our parish whose great-
grandparents worshiped at 
st. Peter’s) agreed to open the 
show with his bag pipes and 

return twice more during the 
day to play. 

we welcomed more than 
125 people on the day of the 
show. Many came because they 
love the sound of bag pipes, 
others because they had grown 
up in Milltown and attended 
st. Peter’s as children. They 
were not aware that the church 
still held services and they 
came to reminisce.  
     Most came for the quilts 
and commented on how warm 
and inviting the church was. 

They had a chance to talk 
with quilters like lynda cof-
fey whose remembrance Day 
quilts were featured at the 
119th iODe National Meet-
ing in saint John earlier in the 
year. 

Another quilter, gail Malo-
ney, loaned us her Tree of life, 
hand embroidered, queen-size 
quilt that we Anglican Par-
ish hand quilters helped her 
complete. 

The free-will donations to-
taled $500. A raffle quilt made 

by carmelle garant and won 
by ella Acheson allowed us to 
provide an honorarium to ian 
curran and make a donation 
to the international Festival.      
     Bill eagan is donating the 
profit from the sale of his book 
at the quilt show to st. Peter’s 
Parish Outreach and Building 
Fund.

god’s gift of community 
was apparent that day and if 
we are able, we will do it again 
next year.

TOP:  Jane Smith and Marilyn 
Wimmagrin examine a YoYo 
quilt on display.

ABOVE:  15-year-old Ian 
Curran plays the bag pipes at 
St. Peter’s Anglican Church.

RIGHT:  George Barnes 
watches as Jim Higgins grills 
hot dogs for some of the 
attendees.

lynda duplissea photos

Milling  
around  

St. Peter’s

“Sharing hope & help”
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Mary Whiteway Wright 
shared the following on how 
she got started on the beauti-
ful flower garden in front of 
St. Luke’s Anglican Church, 
Woodstock. This is Mary’s 
story. 

i am the custodian at st 
luke’s Anglican church. i 
worked for my sister when 
she had the contract, so i 
have worked there for years.     
     she retired and the rector 
at the time asked me to take 
over as an employee for the 
parish. This was in 2007 or 
2008.

i was groundskeeper for 
the church, so i trimmed the 
small front garden. it had 
two trees, some lilies and 
a shrub. it was about half the 
size it is now. 

The back garden had a 
small tree and a couple of 
lilies. i believe that rosalie 
Brown planted the hos-
tas along the church wall in 
front and some youth planted 
the two crab apple trees on 
the side of the church. One 
had quite a bit of dead in the 
branches and in the main 
trunk, so we removed it.  
     every year i trimmed the 
front, but it needed some 
color. One year the youth 
planted some small flowers 
and it looked nice. 
     in 2011 my mom, Muriel 
Palin, passed away. she was 
a devout Anglican who at-
tended the Anglican church 
in hartland, and she loved 
flowers!  
     late in her life she devel-
oped allergies and couldn’t 
have real flowers around. she 
really missed them. i started 
doing artificial flower ar-
rangements for her.   
     when she passed away, i 
wanted to do a pretty garden 
for her, something as beau-
tiful as her soul. i thought 
i’d do a pretty garden at the 
woodstock church, where 
she had many friends!  i have 
expanded it and added peren-
nials, more shrubs and more 
pots. 
     The first year i noticed that 
the flowers looked droopy 
in August, and i discovered 
slugs in the garden.  if i put 
the plants in pots, they looked 
much better and lasted lon-
ger! 
     so the garden is eight years 
old and in memory of my 
mom. My mom was low key 
and liked to work behind the 
scenes, never drawing atten-
tion to herself. she wouldn’t 
have wanted a sign or a 
plaque, just the flowers and a 

A garden planted with love

armin hackelsperger photos

smile on people’s faces. 
     something that started as 
being therapeutic for me as i 
dealt with my grief blossomed 
into a place where people 
could smile and it would make 
a difference in their day.   
     everyone stops and says 
that it is beautiful and thanks 
us. People from other areas 
make a point of coming to the 
garden when they come back 
each year. 

Others pick a favourite 
pot. some look to see if we 
changed the pots around.   

     we get upwards of a dozen 
or more positive comments 
each night! One Ontario 
couple told me that the white 
flowers are pretty at night 
when the streetlight shines on 
them, so we added some little 
solar garden lights this year. 
     My friend, Patty connors, 
helps me water the plants. she 
thought a lot of my mom as 
well. she has become quite a 
gardener. 

recently i went to Toronto 
and Patty and Annette wilson 
looked after the garden. They 

did a great job! 
     Patty likes to carry water, 
even though we have a long 
hose.  she says it keeps her in 
shape and gives her a work-
out. she hates to deadhead the 
flowers, though, and doesn’t 
understand why you have to.

i planted more perennials 
this year in the ground. They 
will look nice next year. The 
flowers also attract bumble-
bees. it is nice to see them. 

last year there were but-
terflies. A bench or small 
fountain has been considered 

as well. 
     This year the Atlantic 
superstore donated a lot of ge-
raniums at their closing. Alex 
from the superstore garden 
center was great.  he dropped 
off a bunch of pots. 
     Thank you to Mary and 
Patty for this labour of love. You 
have given a glorious gift to our 
church and community! God 
bless you as you continue to 
bless others!
Submitted by the Rev. Shirley 
Noseworthy, rector of the Parish 
of Woodstock.

TOP:  Patty Connors, the 
Rev. Shirley Noseworthy  
and Mary Whiteway 
Wright are seen in the 
background of St. Luke’s 
gardens.

RIGHT:  Patty Connors  
and Mary Whiteway 
Wright in front of the 
gardens at St. Luke’s 
Anglican Church in the 
Parish of Woodstock

MISSION IN MOTION:   creation

“Sharing hope & help”
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not older.”
she offered these tips for 

missional living as a church:
• Create places of belong-

ing — more like living rooms 
than theatres, because kids 
feel abandoned by the adults 
in their lives. They are looking 
for places to be loved, accepted 
and valued. “They are longing 
for mentors in their lives,” she 
said.

• Involve kids in the service 
and the mission — before 
they believe! renée cited the 
example of Tidal impact, a 
christian summer rally for 
kids. 

The organization used to 
ask that churches send only 
‘teenagers who are serious 
about their faith.’ “involve 
them now before they know 
Jesus,” she said.

• Start being the best 
neighbours. Pick a pocket 
of neighbours — a school or 
community group, for example 
— and be their friend. Adopt 
a school and take treats to the 
teachers’ lounge, buy sports 
equipment, organize the end of 
the year party for students. 

Adopt a community centre 
and have a clean-up day, plant 
flowers, ask what their needs 
are. “Do you have any con-
gregational connections to a 
group?” asked renée?

• Trust youth with real leadership and real authority. 
“i read somewhere recently 

where some of Jesus’s disciples 
were likely between 15-18 

DEEP ROOTS HAS DEEP IMPACT, PART II
Deep Roots continued from 
page 13

years old, leading his church!”
• Involve the younger 

generation in your rhythms, 
where you study, live and play 
— in your own homes. eat 
with them, invite them to do 
their laundry in your house, 
take them grocery shopping. 
Those are practical and highly 
appreciated acts of kindness 
for university students away 
from home.

“One church in Nova scotia 
has a bulletin board of notes 
from people offering services 
to university students,” she 
said. “laundry, meal, drive. 
Take a note and text the num-
ber on it.

“it’s amazing what hap-
pens when we give away our 
rhythms,” she said.

The third part of the Deep 
roots Diocesan gathering was 
held saturday afternoon. You 
can read about it in a coming 
story.  

• • •

Michael Frost is an Australian 
missiologist, vice-principal 
of Morling College and the 
founding director of the Tinsley 
Institute, a mission study centre 
located at Morling College 
in Sydney, Australia. He has 
authored or edited 12 popular 
Christian books, including 
“Surprise the World.” He is a 
teacher, international speaker 
and church planter, launching 
the missional community, Small 
Boat Big Sea, in Sydney in 2002.

The Rev. Lisa Vaughn, left, parish vitality co-ordinator with the Diocese of Nova Scotia and Prince 
Edward Island, lines up for a snack during a break. She was one of the Saturday speakers at the Deep 
Roots diocesan gathering.
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m o t h e r s’   u n i o n

Men in Mothers’ Union — really?
By MAry stOne  

Men as Mothers’ union mem-
bers? well, why not?  
     is it the name? Yes, the 
name is a bit of an issue, but it 
is hard to change the name of 
a 140-year-old christian orga-
nization active in 83 countries 
around the world.  
     The name is legally bound 
by a constitution and to change 
it would require mountains of 
time and money for legal work, 
and the final approval of the 
Privy council of the united 
kingdom.  
     so far no one has ventured 
into that quagmire. some 
people have dipped their toes 
in but quickly withdrew when 
they saw the damage it could 
do to the well-oiled machine of 
Mothers’ union. 
     There are several male 
members in our Maritime 
provinces and dioceses. some 
are diocesan members who 
pay dues, and support Moth-
ers’ union in various ways, but 
do not attend branch meetings.  
     Others are active members 
at both the branch and dioc-
esan levels and hold various 
offices. 
     There are also non-mem-
bers who, because of their 
relationship with Mothers’ 
union members, offer much 
time and effort to the causes of 
Mothers’ union — be it com-
puter, music, editing, spiritual, 
or physical skills. 
     They all contribute to what 
is the bigger picture of Moth-
ers’ union. 
     so what about those men 
who have committed to being 
Mothers’ union members? 
     i asked a few about why 
they made that decision. some 
came to Mothers’ union via 
chaplaincy, some came because 
of familial connections, some 
came from a knowledge of the 
organization, and some out of 
curiosity. 
     John Dossantos, of christ 
church cathedral in Frederic-
ton, was attracted to Mothers’ 
union because of the aims and 
objectives, and due to that ap-
preciation, he was immediately 
welcomed, not as a man but as 
a person. 
     John has held several posi-
tions on the executive and is 
now the co-branch leader of 
the cathedral group. 
     gerry Nelson said, “i 
wanted to become a dioc-

esan member because i was 
impressed by the variety of 
services the members provide 
in our churches and communi-
ties here and around the world, 
and i wanted to support that.   
     “The motto, ‘christian care 
for families,’ is inclusive, since 
care, training and supplies 
are given to any person in 
need regardless of religion or 
nationality. 
     “The way Mothers’ union 
works for gender equality 
matches my own feelings.   
     “i am also aware of and 
applaud the local members’ 
response to social justice issues 
such as the vigil on violence 
against women and the pre-

sentation to the provincial 
government about the white 
ribbon campaign.’’ 
     Paul sherwood decided to 
be a diocesan member “as a 
commitment to my church and 
to join a worldwide group of 
individuals (women) who are 
making a difference. The fact 
that they welcome all genders 
without prejudice made the 
choice even easier.’’

Father charlie Black had 
this to say: “Over the years, 
Mu has made the shift from 
a gender-based organization 
to an inclusive organization, 
encouraging the strength of 
marriage and family in a much 
broader basis that more re-

flects the breadth of the human 
condition, without losing sight 
of its christian origins.” 
     John stone felt that, to 
his knowledge, there was no 
Anglican group for men that 
pursues current family issues 
the way Mothers’ union does 
at home and abroad. 
     The rev. Tom stradwick, 
rector in the Parish of sussex 
and Mu’s canadian chaplain, 
will continue to be a member 
because, “i see Mu as promot-
ing relationships and mis-
sion...’’ 
     These are some of our male 
members, either branch or 
diocesan. They are not intimi-
dated by the name Mothers’ 

union. They see beyond the 
name to the purposeful work 
being done.   
     in this wonderful age when 
so many men embrace the 
ideals of feminism, it is easier 
to see why men would feel 
comfortable joining a group 
called Mothers’ union. 

Focusing on families and 
relationships and what influ-
ences them around the world 
is not a ‘women-only’ job. it is 
not women’s work, it is people’s 
work. 
Mary Stone has been a member 
of Mothers’ Union for 34 years 
and is president of the Diocese of 
Nova Scotia and Prince Edward 
Island Mothers’ Union.

ABOVE:  The Rev. Tom 
Stradwick, Canadian chaplain 
of MU and rector of the Parish 
of Sussex; and John Dos 
Santos, co-branch leader at 
the Christ Church Cathedral 
MU in Fredericton.

RIGHT:  The installation of 
MU members Lloyd Snyder, 
Gerald Nelson and John Stone 
at St. George’s Church in the 
Parish of French Village, N.S.

submitted photosMISSION IN MOTION:   family



20  /  The New BruNswick ANglicAN october 2019

m i s s i o n   &   o u t r e a c h

“Sharing hope & help”

By GeOrGie Keith

what is wiener wednes-
day? 

hot dogs, Freezies, water 
— all free, all summer long 
on wednesdays at O’connell 
Park in sussex — provided by 
the salvation Army commu-
nity church, Trinity Anglican 
church, and st. Mark’s and 
waterford Anglican churches.  
     lance gillard and his wife, 
Monika gillard, lieutenants 
of The salvation Army, were 
invited to a fellowship break-
fast at Trinity Anglican church 
several months ago. 

The need for the school 
breakfast and lunch programs 
was evident.  
     The Mission and Outreach 
committee invited them to 
attend a meeting to discuss 
how Trinity could partner with 
them to provide a once-a-week 
free lunch during the summer 
months.  
     lance and Monika ex-
plained the program they tried 
last summer and the decision 
was made to expand the pro-
gram and invite all community 
churches to participate if they 
wished.  
     supplies would come from 
volunteers and be cooked at 
Trinity Anglican church and 
taken to nearby O’connell 
Park. 

Posters were tacked to com-
munity bulletin boards and 
radio and church announce-
ments were made. 
     An average of 10 dozen hot 
dogs and countless Freezies 
were distributed to anyone 
who dropped by. 

Not only is the school’s 
breakfast and lunch program 
being supplemented, but the 
opportunity to meet new 
people and build relationships 
with the community is tre-
mendous.  
     god is leading us to witness 
to our community in a most 
loving and tangible manner. 

sharon tabor branscombe photo

Wiener 
Wednesday 
is a hit in 
Sussex!

TOP:  Children gather for lunch at O’Connell Park in Sussex, provided by a joint effort of three churches in the community.
ABOVE: The Weiner Wednesday group from two parishes in the Sussex area and the Salvation Army. From left:  Mid Davis, Carol 
Ann Makepeace, Carol Branscombe, Dave Bean, Diane MacKay, Joyce Bean, Jean Main, Julie Dearman and Pat Bell.

submitted photoMISSION IN MOTION:   community

Not only is the school’s breakfast and lunch program being supplemented, but the opportu-
nity to meet new people and build relationships with the community is tremendous. God is 
leading us to witness to our community in a most loving and tangible manner.

“
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Mini retreat was about big dreams, action for the parish
By JOni richArDsOn 

The evening of March 22 
began a mini retreat for the 
Vestry at st. Marks’ Anglican 
church, Parish of st. george, 
at Villa Madonna. 
     This retreat was possible be-
cause the vestry members were 
willing to contribute their per-
sonal funds, and we received 
some financial assistance from 
other sources.  

with anticipation, we ar-
rived and settled in before 
heading to st. James the less 
for a time of ministry and 
worship.  

The rev. Jon hallewell and 
his team led a time of wor-
ship and then personal prayer 
ministry.  

we were encouraged, 
blessed and filled to the brim 
from the presence of the spirit 
in and around each of us. 

we extend our thanks to 
Jon and his people for the min-
istry time that was given to us.

Our purpose in taking this 
time away as a Vestry was to 
grow in relationship with each 
other, understand where god 
is leading us as a church body, 
and to engage in that process 
and vision. 

Our facilitator in this pro-
cess was parish development 
officer shawn Branch.

shawn led us in some team 
activities that opened our 
understanding of each other 
and our different gifts and 
comfort levels. it was really fun 
to participate and interact in 
this way.  

we brainstormed what our 
super big dreams would be 
if there were no limitations 
preventing anything from hap-
pening.  

These were then broken 
down into categories, then 
into time frames, and bite size 
pieces that are achievable.  

it was great to do this 
together as a team and to share 
the dreams and excitement 
found in those dreams.

shawn also shared with 
us and encouraged us in our 
moving forward as a team.  he 
is always easy to listen to and 
his humour is welcomed and 
enjoyed.  

From this retreat, we then 
had follow up organizing to 
do and shawn was faithful to 
come to st. george for each 
meeting with our Vestry and 
the smaller breakout teams 
formed from the categories we 

had created.  
he has walked with us on 

each step of this journey in 
moving forward with purpose 
in our Vestry and body. we 
appreciate that time with him 
and the advice and thoughts 
he gives.

some of the direct results 
of this retreat include the 
development of detailed group 
plans, an amazing Vacation 
Bible school, increased com-
munication with our munici-
pality, and joint activities with 
the province’s local mental 
health authorities. 

in addition, the structure 
we were used to in Vestry 
meetings has changed, and as 
we move forward together, we 
are anticipating deep times 
with each other and with the 
spirit.

The parish is deeply thank-
ful to shawn Branch, the An-
glican Diocese of Fredericton 
and Villa Madonna for their 
roles in helping us achieve 
our goals for this retreat and 
beyond.
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TOP:  Parish development officer Shawn Branch, left, leads a 
retreat, including a visioning exercise, for the Parish of St. George 
at Villa Madonna.
LEFT & ABOVE:  Vacation bible school was one of the actions to 
come out of the retreat and visioning exercise, which the parish 
describes as amazing. 

Shawn led us in some team activi-
ties that opened our understanding 
of each other and our different gifts 
and comfort levels. It was really fun 
to participate and interact in this 
way.  

“
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Episcopal 
Announcements

The appointment of the rev. stephen harnish as priest-in-
charge in the Parish of Andover and the Parish of Denmark, has 
been extended for another year to sept. 30, 2020. 

robert cheatley, of the Parish of st. Andrews, has been made a 
postulant in the diocese. 

The rev. Andrew horne has been appointed incumbent (priest-
in-charge) in the Parish of cambridge and waterborough and in 
the Parish of gagetown, effective sept. 3. 

The rev. Paul rideout, rector of the Parish of rothesay, has 
been appointed administrative director of Diocesan choir 
school, effective immediately. 

David Bell, of the Parish of richmond, has been appointed one 
of two diocesan representatives on the Atlantic school of Theol-
ogy Board of governors, effective to June 30, 2021.

FAREWELL

A potluck luncheon was held at Trinity Anglican 
Church in Perth-Andover on July 21 in recognition 
of Rob and Lorraine Stiles. After lunch and cake, 
Father Stephen Harnish presented them with a 
picture of Trinity Anglican Church and a card filled 
with well wishes and blessings. After years of faithful 
attendance and service on Vestry, we bid farewell 
to Rob and Lorraine as they move to Fredericton 
in August. An extra treat was their vow renewal on 
the occasion of their 45th anniversary. They will be 
missed, but will remain in our hearts as the kind, 
generous people they are.

submitted photo
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The Rev. Chris Hayes is a 
musician as well as a priest 
serving in the Parish of 
Salisbury and Havelock. 

m u s i c   c o l u m n

Skillet delivers 10th album; perhaps misses a 10/10

“Sharing hope & help”

ever since their excep-
tional, acclaimed and 
very popular album, Co-

matose, was released back in 
2006, skillet seems to have 
been trying to recreate that 
project with each successive 
album.   
     This seems to be the case 
with their 10th album, Vic-
torious, which came out in 
August. The band has kept 
the same sound as found in 
recent albums, along with the 
somewhat over-the-top titles 
and artwork.   
     Melodrama seems to be a 
key ingredient. however, that 
doesn’t mean there isn’t some 
great music on this album; you 
just have to be a bit patient to 
find it. 
     The choice of song for the 
first single seems (to me, at 
least), something of a ques-
tion. “legendary” has all the 
hallmarks of a skillet track 
— heavily distorted guitars, 
soaring lyrics, heavy drums — 
but in no way hits the mark of 
skillet hits.  
     it almost sounds like 

someone else’s song given the 
“skillet treatment.” if there was 
a formula being used, this song 
seems to be in that mold.   
     instead, the title track 
would have made a great 
choice. lead singer John 
cooper’s and drummer Jen 
ledger’s vocals blend wonder-
fully, and the song features a 
great hook, and more musical 
creativity than many recent 
tunes.   
     Another track, “This is 
the kingdom,” continues that 
trend, and it stands as one 
of the best offerings on the 
album. 
     For whatever my words are 
worth, “Terrify the Dark” is 
the best all-around song on 
this project. it contains some 

of the best lyrics on the album 
(remember that skillet will 
never win any poetry awards; 
one must stay in the context of 
christian popular music writ-
ing here):  
     “Your light will terrify the 
dark / i call upon the Name 
that tears the night apart / my 
doubt will answer to Your scars 
/ and fear will have no place, 
no hold upon my heart.”  
     it is reminiscent of an ac-
tual musical poet, Bruce 
cockburn, who once penned 
this beautiful line: “gotta kick 
at the darkness / til it bleeds 
daylight.”   

     it is not as predictable as 
other skillet songs, and seems 
more open, or at least, less 
tight, than others.   
      As i had said earlier, pa-
tience is needed when listening 
to this album. some songs are 
great, yet other are equally… 
uhhh… tepid.   
     Often, i feel as though skil-
let is going back and walking 
previously travelled ground, 
as if they were running out of 
ideas, and needed to fill out the 
album.   
     “save Me” and “reach” are 
examples of songs that sounds 
like several other songs from 
earlier albums. For some, this 
might be welcome nostalgia; i 
prefer bands to grow, mature 
and find new things in the 
music they present to us. 
     For me, this might be what 
marks skillet at their best — 
when they are trying new 
things, and not trying to recre-
ate the successes of the past.   
     The song on this album, 
“Never going Back” could 
become their motto in this 
case. it’s a great tune, and dif-

ferent from so many of their 
other tracks.  
     The themes of the past few 
albums has been the same, and 
this has been noticed by many 
reviewers, including David 
craft, who wrote, “The con-
tinual content focus on heroes, 
rising, personal greatness, and 
overcoming ambiguous ob-
stacles/opposition grows more 
stagnant with each subsequent 
release.”   
     This might be a too one-
dimensional view of the band’s 
music, but he does have a 
point. skillet is at their best 
when they experiment, when 
they throw away the models of 
the past, and seek new things. 
     ThAT album could be a 
10/10 for skillet; i hope that 
album comes along someday.   
in the meantime, enjoy Victo-
rious!

The Rev. Julian pillay, rector of the parish of St. Stephen

Favourite book of the bible - Ecclesiastes  
birthplace - Durban, South Africa 
What you love most about God – There are many things — He is compas-
sionate, forgiving, faithful and humorous. 
Favourite place on Earth - My study? 
Farthest you’ve been from home - Canada  
Favourite meal or dessert - favourite dessert: my sister’s homemade trifle; 
favourite meal: my wife’s baked beans in tomato sauce and pork sausage 
chutney. 
biggest fear - Drowning (The movie Titanic makes my fear worse) 
hidden talent - I play the guitar (and sing extremely loud and off tune in my 
car when I’m driving alone. My singing is so hidden even I have trouble find-
ing it some days!) 
Favourite movie or book - I enjoyed The Good Lie, Blood Diamond and Kite 
Runner. 
Three things always in your fridge - Tabasco Sauce, cheese sticks, eggs 
Favourite sports team - Proteas ( South African national cricket team)  
Favourite Quote -  Only one life and t’will soon be passed, only what’s done 
for Christ will last. (C.T. Studd 1860-1931, English cricketer and missionary to 
China) 

Never too young!

Kids are never too young to begin serving in church. 
Here, at right, is Ella Paterson, her grandfather Rodney 
Smith, and Reece Taylor who is Rodney’s great nephew. 
They were helping out at the Church of the Good 
Shepherd in Florenceville on Sept. 1.
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News from the Parish of Portland

LEFT:  On June 19, the Parish of Portland (St. Luke’s Church) was delighted to receive a grant from the Greater Saint John Community Foundation enabling 
them to purchase new tables and chairs for their hall. The parish has been serving thousands of meals each year as part of St. Luke’s outreach program, 
and the old tables and chairs were worm out. Here Kelly Evans, executive director of the foundation, presents the cheque to the Rev. Canon David Barrett 
(priest-in-charge), and warden Deb McEachern. Many thanks are extended to the foundation for its generosity!
RIGHT:  On June 23, the Rev. Dr. Cole Hartin, assistant curate in the Parish of Portland, was ordained a priest in Christ Church Cathedral.  On July 7 Cole 
celebrated the Eucharist for the first time. After the service, a reception was held in Cole’s honour, at which time he was presented with a gift from the 
parishioners of St. Luke’s Church. Pictured with Cole is the Rev. Canon David Barrett. 
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