October 25, 2020

Freely giving our all to God
“Teacher, which commandment in the law is the greatest?” Jesus said to him, “ ‘Y ou shall love
the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind’… .
A nd … ‘Y ou shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ ” – M ATTH EW 22:36-39

BY ROB TOWN ES
There’s a saying that the chicken w ho lays an egg m akes
a contribution, but the chicken w ho m akes a sandw ich
offers a sacrifice. One could say that Jesus w as allud ing
to the latter w hen he respond ed to the question as to
w hich w as the greatest com m and m ent, “Y ou shall love
the Lord your God with all of who you are.” H e w as asking for m ore
than a contribution; he w as asking for the sacrifice of our all.
As the Latin root of the w ord suggests, a sacrifice — a sacrum facere
— m akes one holy. Giving generously of that of w hich you are a
stew ard — your heart, soul, m ind and all your possessions — is life
giving. And it is countercultural. As the bum per sticker d eclares,
“S/ H e w ho d ies w ith the m ost toys w ins.” That’s a pow erfu lly
sed uctive statem ent. Only w ith God ’s help can w e avoid being
allured into thinking that it is in acquiring possessions that our life
gains meaning. May w e grow in the w isd om that a rich life results
in trusting that it is in God w e live and m ove and ha ve our being.
This reflection is w ritten w hile visiting Green Bough H ouse of
Prayer in Scott, Georgia. H ere the three resid ents, w ith the
com pany of 77 associates, have d edicated their lives, their all, to
God and have taken on a Rule of Life to em brace silence, prayer,
sim plicity and living in the present m om ent, and accept all as
com ing from God . Do all for God . Offer all to God. This to m e is a
beautiful exam ple of Faith -Filled Generosity.

For reflection
• When you have a sense of
living within Faith-Filled
Generosity, what actions
do you see emerging in
your life?
• What helps you to live, and
interferes with your living,
a more fruitful life?

Very few m em bers of the Church d edicate them selves to full-tim e contem plative living, but all of us
are invited to learn to live Jesus’ greatest com m and m ent, trusting that in so d oing, Faith -Filled
Generosity w ill flourish in our lives.
As w e m ove back into our church build ings, remem bering only too w ell the COVID -19-caused
absence of norm alcy, m ay w e re-enter w ith a renew ed com m itm ent to freely giving our all to God
and faithfully loving our neighbors as ourselves.
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