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Kerrisdale Presbyterian Church 
“The Future” 
Scripture:  Daniel 7:1-18; Luke 6:20-31; no psalm (or psalm 46) 
Hymns: Come, thou almighty King 293; O Canada, our home and native land 833; 
Make me a channel of your peace 740; Be thou my vision 461 (1/3/4/5) 
November 9, 2014 
Remembrance Sunday 
Rev. Steve Filyk 
 
Each November provides the opportunity 

To reflect on our society and our history. 
 To consider where we’ve come from 
  And where we we’ve ended up 

 
In the lead-up to Remembrance Day 
 The media throws at us articles and documentaries;  
  Stories about the struggles between nations and empires,  
   And the incredible suffering this has caused. 
 
I live with a history major, a socials teacher, 
 So I get an extra dose of this sort of information, 
  Especially this time of year. 
 
In recent weeks the TV viewing at our home has switched  
 From the light-hearted comedy ‘The Mindy Project’, 
  To the epic documentary: ‘The Nazis: A Warning from History’. 
 
The history is fascinating, 
 And at the same time very difficult to digest. 
   What people have done to their neighbours 
   Is well, almost unbelievable. 
       
The stories, the pictures 
 Seem to come from another planet. 
  Those committing atrocities  
   Don’t seem quite human. 
 
 
 
 

Our modern world seems much kinder and gentler. 
 It’s like we’ve evolved and progressed. 
  I mean at least that’s what I’m tempted to think 
   As I’m curled up in a blanket in front of my TV. 
 
But when I consider the world around me, 
 When I consider more recent history, 
  I realise that not much has changed. 
    
  
World War II and its Nazi extermination camps 
 may have seemed unrepeatable. 
 
And yet it was only 20 years ago 
 Where the world witnessed  

The “fasted, most efficient killing spree 
   Of the twentieth century”. 
 
“Using firearms, machetes, and a variety of garden implements,  

Hutu militiamen, soldiers, and ordinary citizens  
murdered some 800,000 Tutsi and politically moderate Hutu 

[in the course of only a hundred days]”i 
 
We might consider our lands advanced, not backward. 
 We might consider ourselves humane, not beastly.  
  But then how do you explain our collective failure 
   To get involved and stop what was happening? 
 
Those same communities that say ‘never again’ 
 Just stood by watching 
  While people were hacked to pieces, 
   Torn apart limb by limb. 
    
Today we are continuing through the book of Daniel. 
 But in today’s lesson there is a noticeable shift. 
   
We have finished that sequence of stories  

About faithful Daniel and company, 
  And how they experience God’s favour 
   In a foreign land. 
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We are beginning a new series  
 Not of stories, but of visions. 
  Visions bursting with symbolic imagery. 
   Visions which speak about the future destiny  
    Of God’s chosen ones.ii 
  
Today’s vision 
 Begins more like a nightmare. 
  Daniel has a dream in which a series of beasts,  

each different from each other, 
arise from the sea. 

 
Daniel describes it this way: 
“The first animal looked like a lion, 

but it had the wings of an eagle.  
While I watched, its wings were pulled off.  

It was then pulled erect  
so that it was standing on two feet like a man.  

Then a human heart was placed in it. 
 
 “Then I saw a second animal that looked like a bear.  

It lurched from side to side, holding three ribs in its jaws.  
It was told, ‘Attack! Devour! Fill your belly!’ 

 
 “Next I saw another animal.  

This one looked like a panther.  
It had four birdlike wings on its back.  

This animal had four heads and was made to rule. 
 
“After that, a fourth animal appeared in my dream.  

This one was a grisly horror—hideous.  
It had huge iron teeth.  

It crunched and swallowed its victims.  
 
Anything left over, it trampled into the ground.  

It was different from the other animals 
—this one was a real monster.  

It had ten horns.”iii 
 
 

Daniel is told later in this vision 
 That these beasts represent four different earthy kingdoms. 

Scholars have spent time interpreting the symbolism 
   And debating which empire corresponds to each animal. 
 
If you’re curious, you can ask me about this, 
 After the service. 
 
But the main observation, 
 The essential teaching of this vision, 
  Is that while the various kingdoms are different, 
   And some may be gentler than others, 
    They are all animalistic at heart. 
 
If you’re looking for a trajectory 
 That can be discerned from their sequence,  
  It’s that as time passes 
   The empires become crueler. 
 
That last empire, the beast with ten horns 
 Is the one “in which human evil and rebellion  

will reach its apex.”iv  
 
Indeed in Daniel’s vision 
 A horn from this beast, 

Topples three others. 
   
In a section that we have skipped over 

We are told that this horn  
“will blaspheme the High God,  

persecute the followers of the High God,  
and try to get rid of sacred worship and moral 
practice.”v 

 
So far this vision reveals history isn’t progressive 
 But regressive. 
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History is spiralling downward, 
 “Nations and kingdoms  

are out for conflict and conquest and control, 
[and] empires are bent to dominate and devour…”vi 

 
Sounds pretty dark and dreary. 
 But maybe a more honest assessment of the world 
  Than we often make in our quiet neighbourhoods. 
 
I mean just pick up your newspaper. 
 What do we read? 

Stories about poisonous gas being used in Syria, 
Shelling in Gaza, 

Strategic airstrikes in Iraq. 
 
But wars aren’t just being waged against other nations. 
 Wars are being fought within nations: 
  There is an ongoing persecution of minorities. 
   All the while the earth itself is under assault. 
 
Of course this isn’t the entirety  

The end of Daniel’s vision. 
 
The beastly kingdoms continue crunching and swallowing their victims. 
 But in the midst of this orgy of carnage 
  A court is convened. 
 
Listen to Daniel recount his vision: 
 
 
“As I was watching all this, 

“Thrones were set in place 
  and The Old One sat down. 

 
His robes were white as snow, 

his hair was white like wool. 
His throne was flaming with fire, 

its wheels blazing. 
 
 

A river of fire 
poured out of the throne. 

Thousands upon thousands served him, 
tens of thousands attended him. 

 
The courtroom was called to order, 

and the books were opened. 
 
“I kept watching.  

The little horn was speaking arrogantly.  
Then, as I watched, the monster was killed  

and its body cremated in a roaring fire.  
 
The other animals lived on for a limited time, 

 but they didn’t really do anything,  
had no power to rule.  

 
My dream continued. 
 
“I saw a human form, a son of man, 

arriving in a whirl of clouds. 
He came to The Old One 

       and was presented to him. 
 
He was given power to rule—all the glory of royalty. 

Everyone—race, color, and creed—had to serve him. 
His rule would be forever, never ending. 

His kingly rule would never be replaced.”vii 
 
History is show to be a sequence of beastly kingdoms. 
 That is until the Great Judge shows up. 
  It is then that we see true power 

And ultimate authority being exercised. 
 
That last dark empire,  
 The apex of rebellion 
  With its boastful king 
   Is quickly and easily dispatched 
    Like we might swat an annoying fly. 
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With this execution the beastly era is finally over. 
 And a with this ending 
  There is room for new beginning. 
 
This ‘Son of Man’ is given power and authority by the Old One. 
 Power and authority to begin a new humane reign. 
 
We’ve seen the beginning of this new era haven’t we? 
 We’ve seen its beginning with the coming of one 
  Who taught us: 
“Love your enemies.  

Let them bring out the best in you… 
When someone gives you a hard time,  

respond with [prayer].  
 
If someone slaps you in the face,  

stand there and take it.  
If someone grabs your shirt,  

Gift wrap your best coat and make a present of it…”viii 
 
We have seen the beginning of this humane era in Jesus. 
    
Beastly kingdoms will linger 
 Until that day that God has determined. 

But as Daniel’s vision reminds us,  
One day all history we be redeemed 
 And God’s kingdom will come in its fullness. 

  
Empowered by this knowledge 

We can courageously work with God 
  In the establishment of God’s redemptive purposes. 
 
Like Daniel 
 We can persevere in a land 
  That is not our ultimate homeland, 
   A world that is marred by suffering and injustice. 
 
Not waiting passively, but living faithfully, 
 Speaking truth to unjust powers 
  And maintaining our devotion to God.ix 

What does that look like? 
 Well consider this. 
  I’ve told this story before, 
   But this one is worth retelling. 
    It comes from the days of apartheid 
     In South Africa. 
 
“A political rally had been called  

and canceled by the government,  
so Archbishop Tutu said,  

"Okay, we're just going to have church then."  
 
And church he had.  

They gathered together in that Cathedral  
and the police were massing by the hundreds on the outside  

and they were there to intimidate,  
to threaten, to try and frighten all the 

worshipers… 
 
The police were so bold and arrogant  

they even came into that Cathedral  
and stood along the walls.  

 
They were writing down and tape recording every thing 

that Archbishop Tutu said.  
But he stood there to preach.  

 
And he stood up,  

a little man with long, flowing robes,  
and he said, "This system of apartheid cannot endure  

because it is evil."… 
 
Then he pointed his finger at those police 

standing along the walls of his sanctuary and said,  
"You are powerful. You are very powerful,  

but you are not gods  
and I serve a God who cannot be mocked."  
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Then he flashed that wonderful Desmond Tutu smile and said,  

"So, since you've already lost,  
since you've already lost,  

I invite you today to come and join the winning side!"  
 
And at that the congregation erupted.  

They began dancing in the church.  
They danced out into the streets 

And the police moved back  
because they didn't expect dancing worshipers.”x 

i Samantha Power “Bystanders to Genocide” September 1, 2001 The Atlantic 
www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2001/09/bystanders-to-
genocide/304571/?single_page=true 

ii See W Sibley Towner Daniel 91.  
iii Daniel 7:1-7 MSG 
iv Dale Ralph Davis The Message of Daniel 96 

 
Knowing that God’s purposes are certain, 
 Will we also have the courage  

to boldly proclaim a kingdom that is coming? 
 
May we see God’s kingdom. 
 May we see speak about it. 
  And may we also dance. Amen. 
 

v Daniel 7:23ff MSG 
vi Dale Ralph Davis The Message of Daniel 96 
vii Daniel 7:9-14 MSG 
viii Luke 6:27-30 MSG 
ix See W. Sibley Towner Daniel 113 
x Jim Wallis "We All Get Healed" www.csec.org/csec/sermon/Wallis_4416.htm 

                                                           


