
 

You are the light of the world. A city on a hill cannot be hidden.        —Matthew 5:14 

Curiosity and Creativity in Exile (part 2 

of 3) 

During this unchartered landscape and 
unprecedented times of pandemic, these have 
been ripe opportunities for us to be curious 
and creative. In June, Susan Beaumont invites 
churches to ponder and share responses to “10 
Questions to Ask Now.” Last month, I included 
the introduction to the main article and Part 
One (What Have We Lost?). If you missed the 
Introduction and Part One questions, I invite 
you to return to August 2020 Newsletter. This 
month’s focus question (with sub questions) is:  
What Did We Assume?    

 
I recommend that you find a quiet space to 

sit, read each of these questions, and journal 
your responses. Then take the questions to 
your leadership teams and bring them in on 
the learning. As you do this work, please email 
your responses to me (prmarc@slcmv.org)... 
I’d love to hear what you’re thinking!   (If you 
haven’t yet, take a few more moments to reflect 
on last month’s questions too!) 

~ Sojourning with Jesus, Pr. Marc+ 
 

What Did We Assume? 

When making decisions, most of us are 
aware of what we do and what others do. We 
are also aware of how we do things, the 
processes that we follow when we act. Most of 
us are less aware of why we do what we do—
the unstated assumptions that undergird our 
choices. 

 
       In a liminal season, many of our old 
assumptions no longer hold true. If we do not 
acknowledge the truth of this, we will make 
decisions that are inappropriate for the next 
season. We need good questions to unfreeze 
some of our old assumptions and expand our 
consciousness. 

4. What was undervalued before that 
may hold greater value now? 

5. What mattered about geography 
before that no longer matters? 

What margin or lack of margin was built 
into our old model of doing church? 
What new abundance are we 
experiencing now? Where are we 
experiencing scarcity now that was not 
evident before? 

     In a recent conversation, one pastor 
bemoaned the fact that her staff team has one 
full time equivalent staff to attend the needs of 
every eight young people in the church. 
Perhaps that structure made sense when the 
church pursued excellence through 
programming. Maybe it never really made 
sense. 

However, this same pastor noted that the 
audio-visual technical work that makes online 
worship possible is carried out by a volunteer—

(Continued on page 2) 
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the youth director’s husband. If that volunteer takes a vacation this summer, worship will not 
happen. Needs and priorities are shifting. Values and assets are not the same as they were just a few 
months ago. 

Acknowledgement:  by Susan Beaumont, https://www.congregationalconsulting.org/10-questions-
to-ask-now/ 

THOUGHTS FOR THE JOURNEY (Cont’d from Page 1) 

Farewell to David. Salem has deeply appreciated 
and enjoyed the faith, presence, and musical gifts of 
Collaborative Musician David Sloat.  
 
During the pandemic interim, David graciously 
stepped into the role of coordinating readers and 
video recordings... and learning all the technology 
within.  With joy and sadness, we bid him farewell 
as he has been called to serve as music director at 
St. Paul's Episcopal Church (Mount Vernon). We 
have been blessed by David, and continue to  
celebrate the ways the Spirit allows us to sojourn 
together. As "the Davids" live in Mount Vernon, you 
will likely cross paths and perhaps , from time to 
time, be blessed by David's music talent. We give 
thanks to God for David and for all musicians who 
guide us in praise and worship of God. You are  
invited to reach out to David by email 
(dsloat617@msn.com) or contact the office for his  
address. 

     BLOOD DRIVE 
     SALEM LUTHERAN CHURCH 
           Multi-Purpose Room 
 
Salem  has been hosting the Pop Up Blood Donation site for BloodWorks 
NW Hours in July and August, and tentative dates for  future donation 
are:  
 
 October 13, 17, 20 and 24 
 November 17 and 21 
 December 15, 19, 22 and 26 
 
** Hours:   10:00am to 6:00pm   
 

If you would like to visit with Pastor Marc, please call or  text him  directly on his cell 
phone:  817-715-2737 . (Leave a message if he doesn't answer right away, he may be in a meeting or 
on another call.)  You may also email him at prmarc@slcmv.org .  

http://www.susanbeaumont.com/
https://www.congregationalconsulting.org/10-questions-to-ask-now/
https://www.congregationalconsulting.org/10-questions-to-ask-now/
mailto:dsloat617@msn.com
mailto:prmarc@slcmv.org
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
In a next-step opportunity for us to connect with each other during the quarantine, from Sept. 13 
thru Oct. 25, Salem 's w orship experience w ill shift to Drive-In Worship with Holy  
Communion, Sundays at 10:00am in the south parking lot (Hoag Road side). W or-
shipers will remain in their vehicles and worship assistants will monitor and uphold excellent health 
safety practices and precautions. The details and plans are in the works, so watch for more infor-
mation. If you would like to assist or for information, please contact Roger Ragusa 
(r.ragusa1@frontier.com) or Susan Hall (swellshall@comcast.net) or call the church office (360-336-
3600 - please leave a voice message). Drive-In Worship will be video recorded and worship will con-
tinue to be available online for those who are unable to attend. 
 
Allison sent a Student and Family survey link this past week to all families. Please take a mo-
ment to complete the survey. We would like to hear from 100% of our families. If you have any  
questions or did not receive the survey, please be in touch with Allison, aross@slcmv.org.  

Pastor Marc is forming a "Listen, Act, Share" Guiding Team (small group)- which was approved by 
Council last week. This team will spend 7 to 9 months (Sept. 14, 2020 - March 15, 2021) together 
learning a process for guiding the congregation through developing a deeper understanding of where 
God is leading Salem. This process (entitled "Faithful Innovation Learning Community") is taught 
online through Luther Seminary (the seminary where Pr. Marc attended). If you'd like to learn more 
(including testimonials from others who have participated, please CLICK HERE for more infor-
mation. Please contact Pastor Marc ASAP (prmarc@slcmv.org or 817-715-2737) to let him know 
your interest in participating. 

"How to Talk to Your Racist Uncle" is an online, 12-hour anti-racism training, led by a member 
of St. Matthew's Lutheran Church in Renton. For those wanting to explore and engage in this tough 
but necessary work, I invite you to join me. The course starts on September 13 and is $100.  Pr. Marc 
will be investing in this amazing resource.  Go to https://www.howtotalktoyourracistuncle.org/book-
online  to register and learn more. 

Pastor Marc will be facilitating a 7-session series "Dialogues on Race". The form at w ill be  
reflecting together on an assigned pre-session reading and in-session video. There will be an  
information and orientation session on Wednesday, Sept 9 at 6:30pm v ia  Zoom.   
https://luthersem.zoom.us/j/91736323658?pwd=ZzNkWXJCU1BRaW0vK0dLMU5CRVQ3QT09 .  

During the info and orientation session, we'll determine the day and time for the remaining session. 
Participants will benefit from reading the essays in the Learner book. Here is one place you may or-
der from:  https://www.augsburgfortress.org/store/product/9781506454023/Dialogues-On-Race-
Learner-Book  (It takes 7-10 days to arrive, unless you pay expedited shipping.) Contact Pr. Marc 
(prmarc@slcmv.org) for questions and information.  

mailto:r.ragusa1@frontier.com
mailto:swellshall@comcast.net
mailto:aross@slcmv.org
https://faithlead.luthersem.edu/communities/online-faithful-innovation-learning-community/
mailto:prmarc@slcmv.org
https://www.howtotalktoyourracistuncle.org/book-online
https://www.howtotalktoyourracistuncle.org/book-online
https://luthersem.zoom.us/j/91736323658?pwd=ZzNkWXJCU1BRaW0vK0dLMU5CRVQ3QT09
https://www.augsburgfortress.org/store/product/9781506454023/Dialogues-On-Race-Learner-Book
https://www.augsburgfortress.org/store/product/9781506454023/Dialogues-On-Race-Learner-Book
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My granddaughters,  
Marie & Stella in 
North Carolina with 
their new Mini-
Swissdoodle puppy. I 
usually get to visit 
twice a year, but 
doesn’t look like that 
will happen this year  
  
Sharon Bowen 

This photo was taken earlier this year, 
when I could still hold my “Grands”. 
They rock  my world! Noah, Maddy,  
Lucas, Jane and Olivia keep me smiling! 
I am very blessed….. 
                                                Kathy Hartnett 

This is “The Lance 
Man”, as my Dad 
calls him.  He is my 
5th grandchild.  He 
just turned 16 
months old and is 
so much fun.  The 
others range in age 
from 16-22. 
 
          Delayne Pratt 

GRANDPARENTS DAY—SEPTEMBER 13 
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Susan Faller and 
her beautiful 
granddaughter, 
Jasmine Reppen 

Let me introduce my four grandchildren.  Caleb is the 
oldest, splashing water with his brother Luke (the big guy 
in the picture is my son-in-law Brendan); they live in Two 
Harbors Minnesota.  Jacob, wearing a green shirt, is  
second oldest and is holding a log down with his brother 
Norman; they live in Juneau Alaska.  Pictures are all I 
have at the moment because of Covid, so I double-
appreciate photos from my children. 
           Mark Carls 
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“Fabulous” Susan Hall and her 
lovely grandchildren, Francesca 
and Alex 

God's Gift of Grandparents 
 

Grandparents are like honeybees; 
They are the very sweetest. 

They give you hugs and kisses, 
And their stories are the neatest. 

 
The honey they produce 

Is more valuable than gold, 
For this honey is the lessons 

That we lovingly are told. 
 

Grandparents want the best for us 
And say we can achieve 

Any goal that we have set, 
If only we believe. 

 
They help us spread our wings 

So when we leave our honeycomb, 
We'll make the right decisions 

Though we be away from home. 
 

Yes, grandpas are like silver, 
               And grandmas are a gem, 

           But better than one hundred diamonds 
                                                                            Are the things I learn from them. 

 
                                                                        - By Alyssa Marie Bentham 



7               SALEM LIGHT 

 

APPRECIATI   N 
Dear Salem Lutheran Church, 
 
Thank you very much for the scholarship award. With the pandemic spawning chaos in all aspects, 
it is extremely helpful to have financial support in order to continue my studies in the field of 
Architecture. The church and Congregation has been a source of love and support for my entire life 
and I am very grateful. 
 
Thank you again. 
-Colin Rittenhouse 
 
 
Gratitude for Synod Benevolence. Salem 's annual Mission Support (benevolence) to 
the NW WA Synod (in which part flows as Synod Benevolence to the ELCA Churchwide) is $10,000, 
of which we send $2,50 per quarter. In 2020, Salem approved that Mission Support to the Synod 
would be funded by the proceeds from the Salem Investment fund. Both Bishop Shelley Bryan Wee 
and Synod staff have called twice, now, to express gratitude and appreciation for Salem's commit-
ment and gifts for Christ's work in the wider Church. During these complex and difficult financial, 
emotional, and spiritual times when congregations are living into new realities of "being church," 
let's give God THANKS AND PRAISE for God's generosity that flows through our offerings, tithes 
and investments. THANK YOU for your stewardship of God's gifts through your continuing  
generosity. Your offerings and tithes are VITAL for Jesus' ministry to thrive through Salem.  

 

Update on Family Promise 
 
Family Promise is alive and well during this pandemic but like all of us , challenged.  The families that 
are in the church rotation program are confined to Bethlehem Lutheran Church in Sedro Woolley until 
at least the end of the year.  During this lock down, staff and volunteers continue to serve as dinner 
hosts and overnight hosts.  It has been very demanding on our staff.  Training, job search, and housing 
search continues.  Babies and infants continue to be brought to a safe and loving environment at Grace 
House.  The transition houses, Promise House, Allen House, and Blessing House (all former church  
parsonages), now serve the families as a step towards independence. Thank you to the many of you 
that contribute meals and monetary support regularly.  You are a blessing. 
 
Family Promise can be a special haven for those who feel a calling to give back and to fulfill what God 
expects of us.  Pastor Yee's  sermon last month spoke of the abundance God has given us.  If you feel 
"called" to give a little more of yourself  by helping others, Family Promise has a "NEED" for mentors, 
dinner hosts and especially overnight hosts.  A safe, clean, and private overnight room is available with 
fridge, microwave, DVDs, and private bathroom close by.  Minimal interaction with guests is encour-
aged at this time.  The safety of both volunteers and Family Promise guests is paramount.  For more 
information, please call either me or the Family Promise phone number below. 
Peace, 
Family Promise: 360-854-0743 
Don Moe: 360-424-5073 
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Dear Beloveds,   Well, I have to be honest, when I first started writing and talking 
about COVID-19, I did not expect that COVID-19 would still be a “thing” in Septem-
ber. And yet … here we are … So … is anyone else weary? In this time of great anxie-
ty, worry, the unknown, and the threat of COVID for ourselves and our loved ones, I 
am finding that prayer is ever more important. I would like to commend to you one 
prayer practice that I have found helpful. This practice comes from Ignatius Loyola. 
Ignatius Loyola writes in his book, Spiritual Exercises, about the daily prayer he prac-
ticed called The Examen (or The Examination in English). He also encouraged his fel-

low Jesuits to do the same. (You might remember that Ignatius Loyola was the founder of the Jesuits dur-
ing the 16th century). I encourage you to do this practice with others – perhaps with your family at a set 
time each day or with your congregation sitting outside in a circle (physically distanced!) or on Zoom. Of 
course, you are welcome to do this by yourself, too. The Examen is a prayer of review - a short reflection 
back over the day, recalling events and taking note of your feelings. The purpose is to become more 
aware of the ways in which God has been present to you, the times when the Holy Spirit was drawing 
you towards life. Before beginning the five steps, prepare yourself by breathing slowly and consciously. 
Continue to consciously breathe throughout this practice.  
 
 Step One: Pray to understand and appreciate the past day. Look back on the last 24 hours. Make a list 

in your head and heart of all that happened in your life. You are welcome to write these experiences 
down.  

 Step Two: Review the day with gratitude. What brought you joy? As you look at the work you did, the 
people you interacted with, what did you receive? What did you give? Where are you thankful to 
God? Pay attention to small things—the food you ate, the sights you saw, and other seemingly small 
pleasures.  

 Step Three: Pay attention to your emotions. When did you feel most grateful? Least grateful? When 
did you love? When were you loved? What drained the life from you? When did things feel out of 
place or off? When did you experience the fruits of the Spirit? When did it feel like a time of God’s 
absence?  

 Step Four: Choose one of your feelings or encounters (positive or negative) and pray from here. You 
might have a vivid moment of pleasure or peace. There might be something that at first seems rather 
insignificant. You might have great pain. Look at what you have chosen. Examine it. Pray about it. Al-
low the prayer to arise spontaneously from your heart— whether intercession, praise, repentance, or 
gratitude.  

 Step Five: Look toward tomorrow. Ask God for guidance in facing tomorrow’s challenges. Pay atten-
tion to the feelings that surface as you look forward. Are you doubtful? Cheerful? Apprehensive? Full 
of delighted anticipation? Allow these feelings to turn into prayer. Seek God’s guidance. Ask God’s 
Spirit for help and understanding. Ask for wisdom and protection. Pray for hope. Do all of this in the 
spirit of gratitude.  

 
You are invited to pray the Lord’s Prayer as you end the Examen. I pray for all of you, my beloveds in 
Christ. May you feel God’s love and grace with you in these times. If you would like other resources or 
ways to pray, I also commend to you two smart phone apps: Centering Prayer and Pray As You Go. We 
are in these strange and difficult times for awhile. But we are not in this alone. We are community. We 
are church. We are God’s beloved children. May you feel God’s Holy Spirit with you as we walk in Christ 
together. In Christ’s Love, Bishop Shelley Bryan Wee  
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WELCOME TO TITHE.LY 
 
As Salem has changed to a new electronic giving platform, w e also have a new app.  Please 
download the Salem's app (through Tithe.ly) on your mobile device. You will have easy access to 
the church calendar, sermons, announcements, as well as easy management of your electronic  
giving.  Please download the new mobile app BY SEPTEMBER 13 at  App Store (Apple products) 
or  Google Play (Android products). Once it is downloaded, open app and follow easy instructions 
illustrated below: 

 

Step 1  
         
ENTER:        
 
Salem     
Lutheran 
Church         
Mount                 
Vernon 
WA 
 
CLICK: 
 
Search  

   

Step 2 
 
CLICK: 
 
Salem 
Lutheran 
Church 
ELCA 
  

 

Step 
3     
 
CLICK: 
 
Change 
 
And  
 
CLICK: 
 
OK
  

  

Step 4 
 
CLICK: 
 
GIVE 
 
On the 
next 
screen 
you can 
setup 
your  
account 
  

 
[Note: Please uninstall and discontinue use of PushPay and e-Church app ... if you used them pre-
viously.]  Also, please check out our updated website:   www.slcmv.org.  (You will see some familiar 
faces and places!) 

ALL DONE!! 

http://www.slcmv.org
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Blaine & Elaine Watkins   Sept 8     36 years 
Neil & Susan Hall   Sept 10   59 years 
Tayen & Suzanne Lee   Sept 15   30 years 
Gerald & Marge Hamburg  Sept 21   59 years 
Bruce & Theo Brown   Sept 27   62 years 

Nathan Nelson  Sept 1 
Rory Rochelle  Sept 1 
Peter Nelson   Sept 2 
Katie Gurney  Sept 4 
Roberta Nelson  Sept 6 
Lilly Lindor   Sept 7 
Dakota Brown  Sept 9 
Keira Uppendahl  Sept 10 
Jeffrey Frizzell  Sept 14 
Paige Rittenhouse  Sept 16 
Mary Celia   Sept 18 
Bridget Luvera  Sept 18 
Levi Hander   Sept 19 
Phyllis Holden  Sept 19 
Melody Kue   Sept 19 
Alexia Rolfs   Sept 19 
Laureen White  Sept 19 
Aidan Lee   Sept 21 
Colvin Swanberg  Sept 21 
Michael Henry  Sept 24 
Dale Ragan   Sept 24 
Brenna Uppendahl  Sept 24 
Emily Ney   Sept 26 
Rose Matier   Sept 27 

CELEBRATI   NS 

   Jan Through Jan Through      

   July  July  2020 to BUDGET  Act 2020 

 August-20  2019  2020  2019 2020  

to Bud 
2020 

            

 TOTAL INCOME  $200,876  $190,056  -5.4% $212,449  -10.5% 

                 

 OPERATING EXPENSE  $50,413   $42,252  -16.2% $59,324  -28.8% 

 TOTAL STAFF EXPENSES  $197,593  $148,097  -25.0% $164,275  -9.8% 

 TOTAL OPERATING EXPENSES  $248,006  $190,349  -23.2% $223,598  -14.9% 

           

 NET OPERATING INCOME/EXPENSE  -$47,131  -$293    -$11,150   

Year-to-Date Financial Comparison for Salem 
 
 
 
 
 
 

July Financials: 
 
Total Income: $32,736.87 
Total Expense: $25,033.03 
 
Net Income:                 $ 5,635.01 



 

SALEM LUTHERAN CHURCH, ELCA 
2529 N. LaVenture RD. 
MOUNT VERNON, WA 98273 
 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

SALEM STAFF:  
 

Rev. Marc Hander, 
Pastor 

prmarc@slcmv.org 
 

Allison Ross, Director  of 
Student Ministries 

ARoss@slcmv.org 
 

Jesús Gomez,  
Director of Worship & Music 

jgomez@slcmv.org 
 

David Sloat, 
Collaborative Musician 
dsloat@slcmv.org 

 

Jim Bowers, Custodian  
 

Church Office 
office@slcmv.org 

+  +  +  
Building Use Requests 

building_use@slcmv.org 

CHURCH COUNCIL:  

Barb Gurney,  

 President 

Susan Ragan,  

 Treasurer 

Laurie Benson, 

 Secretary 

Lynne Rittenhouse 

Chris Cammock 

Don Ney 

Roger Ragusa 

Chase Rochelle 

Rory Rochelle 

Cheryl Felt 

Phyllis Holden 

Bob Ruby 

Worship Sundays, 10 a.m. 
 

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS: 
9 a.m.-4 p.m.    Monday-Thursday 

 

WEBSITE: 
www.slcmv.org 

 
“Salem ELCA” App 

(Apple & Google Play Stores) 
 

Like us on Facebook 
@Salem Lutheran Church E.L.C.A. 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT: 
 

It is our mission as members of this congregation to share 
the unconditional love of God in Jesus Christ with all people,  

and to serve God by serving others. 

If you would prefer to receive  your 
newsletter via email, or you would 
no longer like to receive this news-
letter, please call the church office 

SEPTEMBER 
NEWSLETTER 


