Easter Reading
April 12. 2020
John 20:1-3
The Empty Tomb

20 Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary

Magdalene went to the tomb and saw that the stone had been removed from
the entrance. 2 So she came running to Simon Peter and the other disciple,
the one Jesus loved, and said, “They have taken the Lord out of the tomb,
and we don’t know where they have put him!”
3 So

Peter and the other disciple started for the tomb. 4 Both were running,

but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. 5 He bent over
and looked in at the strips of linen lying there but did not go in. 6 Then

Simon Peter came along behind him and went straight into the tomb. He saw
the strips of linen lying there, 7 as well as the cloth that had been wrapped

around Jesus’ head. The cloth was still lying in its place, separate from the
linen. 8 Finally the other disciple, who had reached the tomb first, also went
inside. He saw and believed. 9 (They still did not understand from Scripture
that Jesus had to rise from the dead.) 10 Then the disciples went back to
where they were staying.

Jesus Appears to Mary Magdalene
11 Now

Mary stood outside the tomb crying. As she wept, she bent over to

look into the tomb 12 and saw two angels in white, seated where Jesus’ body
had been, one at the head and the other at the foot.
13 They

asked her, “Woman, why are you crying?”

“They have taken my Lord away,” she said, “and I don’t know where they
have put him.” 14 At this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there,
but she did not realize that it was Jesus.
15 He

asked her, “Woman, why are you crying? Who is it you are looking

for?”
Thinking he was the gardener, she said, “Sir, if you have carried him away,
tell me where you have put him, and I will get him.”
16 Jesus

said to her, “Mary.”

She turned toward him and cried out in Aramaic, “Rabboni!” (which means
“Teacher”).
17 Jesus

said, “Do not hold on to me, for I have not yet ascended to the

Father. Go instead to my brothers and tell them, ‘I am ascending to my
Father and your Father, to my God and your God.’”
18 Mary

Magdalene went to the disciples with the news: “I have seen the

Lord!” And she told them that he had said these things to her.

Jesus Appears to His Disciples
19 On

the evening of that first day of the week, when the disciples were

together, with the doors locked for fear of the Jewish leaders, Jesus came
and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you!” 20 After he said this,

he showed them his hands and side. The disciples were overjoyed when they
saw the Lord.
21 Again

Jesus said, “Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, I am

sending you.” 22 And with that he breathed on them and said, “Receive the

Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive anyone’s sins, their sins are forgiven; if you do
not forgive them, they are not forgiven.”

John 20:30-31

The Purpose of John’s Gospel
30 Jesus

performed many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which

are not recorded in this book. 31 But these are written that you may believe[b]
that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that by believing you may
have life in his name.

This My Friends is What This Means to Us

Romans 8:1-3a

8 Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ

Jesus, 2 because through Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit who gives life has

set you free from the law of sin and death. 3 For what the law was powerless

to do because it was weakened by the flesh, God did by sending his own Son
in the likeness of sinful flesh to be a sin offering.
Romans 8:11
11 And

if the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead is living in you, he

who raised Christ from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies
because of his Spirit who lives in you.
Romans 8:18
18 I

consider that our present sufferings are not worth comparing with the

glory that will be revealed in us.

Romans 8:35-39
35 Who

shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble or hardship or

persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or sword? 36 As it is written:
“For your sake we face death all day long;
we are considered as sheep to be slaughtered.”


37 No,

in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who

loved us. 38 For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor
demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, 39 neither

height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us
from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.
Galatians 2:20
20 I

have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in

me. The life I now live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who
loved me and gave himself for me.
Ephesians 2:4-10
4 But

because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, 5 made us

alive with Christ even when we were dead in transgressions—it is by grace

you have been saved. 6 And God raised us up with Christ and seated us with

him in the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus, 7 in order that in the coming ages
he might show the incomparable riches of his grace, expressed in his

kindness to us in Christ Jesus. 8 For it is by grace you have been saved,

through faith—and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God— 9 not by
works, so that no one can boast. 10 For we are God’s handiwork, created in

Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.

Ephesians 3:14-20
14 For

this reason I kneel before the Father, 15 from whom every family in

heaven and on earth derives its name. 16 I pray that out of his glorious riches
he may strengthen you with power through his Spirit in your inner being, 17
so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith. And I pray that you,
being rooted and established in love, 18 may have power, together with all

the Lord’s holy people, to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the
love of Christ, 19 and to know this love that surpasses knowledge—that you
may be filled to the measure of all the fullness of God.
20 Now

to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or

imagine, according to his power that is at work within us, 21 to him be glory
in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, for ever and
ever! Amen.

Philippians 2:1-11

Imitating Christ’s Humility

2 Therefore if you have any encouragement from being united with Christ, if
any comfort from his love, if any common sharing in the Spirit, if any
tenderness and compassion, 2 then make my joy complete by being

like-minded, having the same love, being one in spirit and of one mind. 3 Do
nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit. Rather, in humility value

others above yourselves, 4 not looking to your own interests but each of you
to the interests of the others.
5 In

your relationships with one another, have the same mindset as Christ

Jesus:
6 Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to
be used to his own advantage;
7 rather, he made himself nothing by taking the very nature of a servant,being
made in human likeness.
8 And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself by becoming
obedient to death—even death on a cross!
9 Therefore God exalted him to the highest place and gave him the name that is
above every name,
10 that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and
under the earth,
11 and every tongue acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God
the Father.

Revelation 21:1-5

A New Heaven and a New Earth

21 Then I saw “a new heaven and a new earth,” for the first heaven and

the first earth had passed away, and there was no longer any sea. 2 I saw
the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God,

prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for her husband. 3 And I heard a loud
voice from the throne saying, “Look! God’s dwelling place is now among the

people, and he will dwell with them. They will be his people, and God himself
will be with them and be their God. 4 ‘He will wipe every tear from their eyes.
There will be no more death’[b] or mourning or crying or pain, for the old
order of things has passed away.”
5 He

who was seated on the throne said, “I am making everything new!”

Then he said, “Write this down, for these words are trustworthy and true.”
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