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Sermon on Feast of St. James 
Acts 11:27-12:3   Psalm 149:1-6    Mark 10:32-40
 Jesus says, at Matthew 6:19, “Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy, and where thieves break in and steal, but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys, and thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.”
 Paul says at Romans 2:5, “Because of your hard and impenitent heart you are storing up wrath for yourself on the day of wrath when God’s righteous judgment will be revealed.”
 Then we come to James. James is Jesus’ brother. Let’s assume James was there when Jesus preached the Sermon on the Mount, and so much else. So, James echoes what Jesus says about the deceitfulness of riches.

 One commentator pictures James preaching his sermon from a pulpit. Now and then he stops preaching to the congregation, goes over to the church window and opens it, and yells at the rich people in their mansions up on the hill.

Read James 5:1-3, NLT

 Rich people are in a real bad spot, unless they see how wealth has a way of becoming their God, their reason for doing things. In the world of James, the rich have a lot of control. They are arrogant. James has strong things to say to them, before it is too late. What do we say?
 To the others listening in the congregation, James says, “Be patient, until the coming of the Lord. Be patient like a farmer. The farmer has to wait on the rain, over which he has no control. So be patient, like that farmer. 

 “Establish your hearts, settle your hearts, for the Lord will judge. The workers in the field will be paid their just wages by the Lord of the harvest. God’s economy is just and fair.”
 And while you’re waiting, be steadfast, as patient as Job. The Lord is compassionate and merciful.

 Grumblers will be judged. So knock it off.

 Oh, and by the way, for us who worship the one God, no swearing, by heaven, by earth, or anything else? 
No promises made on the back of anything else. You don’t need to make any oath if your Yes is Yes and your No is No. Everything else will get you condemned, because you thought you could rely on something other than God as you made vows.
 Next to last, rely on God for healing. Rely on God when you suffer. Pray about it. If you’re blessed, sing praises.
 If you’re sick, call the elders, the presbyters of the church. Let them do their work, under God’s authority. Anointing with oil in the name of the Lord is part of how God will work. Use it.

 Pray in faith, and watch God heal bodies.

 Confess in faith, and watch God heal souls…..
 Righteous, God loving people get heard by God, and powerful things happen.
 Prophetic things happen. The rain stops, and the rain starts again, when righteous people pray like Elijah. 

 Last of all, if one of you wanders from the truth, and the rest of you bring that person back to the truth, that is huge. Another soul is saved from death. Another sinner doesn’t have to go to hell. A multitude of sins will be covered off. A lot happens when someone comes back to the truth. It really matters. So bring them back.
