
CAMPBELL RIVER UNITED CHURCH 

www.crunited.ca 

Thanksgiving Sunday  

October 11, 2020 

 

415 Pinecrest Road Campbell River, BC V9W 3P2 

crunited@shaw.ca p. 250-286-0431 fax 250-286-0422 

 

GATHERING IN COMMUNITY 

 

PRELUDE:   

 

LIFE AND WORK OF THE CHURCH: 
 

PREPARING THE SPACE: 

As we gather on the unceded traditional territory of the We Wai Kai,  

We Wai Kum and Laich-Kwil-Tach First Nation and lay open our 

welcome to all, you are invited to lean into the ritual of preparing 

yourself to be at one and in communion with the Holy and Sacred.  Take 

a moment to pause and allow the Spirit of God to find its way into this 

time, space, and the place where you are.  Sit for a moment within your 

surroundings and allow them to embrace you with intention and peace.  

Light a candle if you wish.  Open yourself to the One who is with us and 

within us.  Breathe in place. 

 

A TIME OF QUIET MEDITATION 

  

LIGHTING OF THE CHRIST CANDLE:  

One: In awe of your wonders, O Holy One, and filled with your 

 blessings… 

All: we receive the light of Christ with thanksgiving.  

The Christ candle is lit. 

 

 



OPENING WORDS:      Phil Hobbs (adapted) 

One: As we gather, gracious and loving God, our hearts are filled with 

 gratitude for our many blessings:  

All: the gifts of seed and harvest, friendship and family, our homes 

 and our freedoms. 

One: Encounter us now, we pray.  By your Holy Spirit, move among us:  

All: to heal, to reconcile, to inspire, and to empower us, that we 

 might live with open hearts and open hands to serve the world.  

 Amen. 

 

SINGING: VU #222  “Come, Let Us Sing” 

 

AS WORD COMES TO US 

 

A READING FROM THE GOSPEL OF LUKE 17:11-19 

Jesus Cleanses Ten Lepers 

On the way to Jerusalem Jesus was going through the region between 

Samaria and Galilee.  As he entered a village, ten lepers approached him. 

Keeping their distance, they called out, saying, “Jesus, Master, have 

mercy on us!”  When he saw them, he said to them, “Go and show 

yourselves to the priests.” And as they went, they were made 

clean.  Then one of them, when he saw that he was healed, turned back, 

praising God with a loud voice.  He prostrated himself at Jesus’ feet and 

thanked him. And he was a Samaritan.  Then Jesus asked, “Were not ten 

made clean? But the other nine, where are they?  Was none of them 

found to return and give praise to God except this foreigner?”  Then he 

said to him, “Get up and go on your way; your faith has made you well.” 

 

One: This is the testimony from our ancestors of faith. 

All: May we live in the light of such wisdom. 

 

REFLECTION: “An Embarrassment of Riches” 
 

 

 



AND THE SPIRIT MOVES US 

 

 

 

 

OFFERING :   

Thank you for continuing to be the people of Christ as best you might in 

the midst of strife, strange times, and challenging circumstances.  

Church and its ministries look very different in the midst of a pandemic, 

but there are still opportunities to reach out to one another safely, with 

kindness and acts of compassion.  The life and work of the Community of 

Faith that is Campbell River United Church is noticed in many ways:  

through respect and care for the other, social distancing and protective 

measures, kindness and compassion, the responsible re-emergence of 

outreach programs with safety protocols in place, and in the gathering 

to pray and praise God in ways that honour our need to protect 

ourselves, each other, and the most vulnerable amongst us.  Thank you 

all for your commitment to being church in a new way. 
 

OFFERING PRAYER:     Wendy MacLean (adapted) 

One: You are generous, God, never holding back on your glory, never 

 scrimping on light, saying:  “That’s enough for one day”; never 

 cutting short your feast of delicate blessings and small wonders. 

All: You are generous, God.  You never keep track of sunset’s 

 prodigal scarlet or dawn’s promise that everything is possible 

 with you. 

One: You are generous, God, as we wonder what to ask, what to pray, 

 what to give into this immense goodness and unfathomable grace. 

All: Bless the gifts we bring.  Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE: 

 

THE PRAYER OF JESUS:  VU #916 (A Paraphrase) 

All: Eternal Spirit, Earth-maker, Pain-bearer, Life-giver, 

 Source of all that is and that shall be. 



 Father and Mother of us all, 

 Loving God, in whom is heaven: 

 The hallowing of your name echo  

   through the universe! 

 The way of your justice be followed 

  by the peoples of the world! 

 Your heavenly will be done 

  by all created beings! 

 Your commonwealth of peace and freedom 

  sustain our hope and come on earth. 

 With the bread we need for today, feed us. 

 In the hurts we absorb from one another, forgive us. 

 In times of temptation and test, strengthen us. 

 From trials too great to endure, spare us. 

 From the grip of all that is evil, free us. 

 For you reign in the glory of the power that is love, 

 now and forever.  Amen. 

 

CLOSING HYMN:  MV #27   “Creator God You Gave us Life” 

 

BLESSING:        Richard Wagamese 

One: There is sunlight in the mountains today. 

 The morning is crisp and clear as untrammelled thought. 

 Against the sky, the trees raise crooked fingers in praise. 

 To be here is to be affected, made more. 

 Filled. 

 The creative energy of the universe.  Drink it in, my friends… 

 Drink it in. 


