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Sermon for the Octave Day of Christmas
Isaiah 9:2-7   Psalm 145:18-22   Luke 2:15-21

 “And at the end of eight days, when he was circumcised, he was called Jesus, the name given by the angel before he was conceived in the womb.”

 Do you remember what it is like to have a new born baby’s tiny fingers hang on to your finger? Those tiny fingers can really grip, can’t they?

 At eight days, a baby can see and hear and smell the mother. At eight days, a baby is making sounds to respond to the mother. A baby’s face is saying I’m hungry, or I’m sleepy. Newborns sure sleep a lot. Eighteen hours a day!

 Just like Jesus, when we were born, our parents named us.
 Sometimes, like Jesus, our name was already given before we were born. We will come back to how that happened for Jesus.

 Usually, our parents think of a name for us after we are born. Do you know how your name was chosen for you?

 However it happens, our name is important. Our name is part of us. It is part of our identity. It was no different for Jesus as a baby.
 Another big moment for us as newborn babies is when we meet the rest of the family.
 Family, relatives, neighbours, friends, everyone wants to meet the new baby. 

 Among the Jews, eight days after birth, a male baby is circumcised, and his name is given. Girls are named shortly after they are born.
 Luke tells us that “at the end of eight days, when he was circumcised, he was called Jesus, the name given by the angel before he was conceived in the womb.”

 This was a case of knowing the baby’s name before he was born. Mary had already been told her baby’s name by the angel Gabriel.
 The angel had told her, 

 “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favour with God. Behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus. He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. And the Lord God will give to him the throne of his father David, and he will reign over the house of Jacob for ever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.”
 Centuries before this, the prophet Isaiah said:

 “To us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be upon his shoulder, and his name will be called Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Of the increase of his government, and of peace, there will be no end, on the throne of David. And of his kingdom there will be no end.”

 Many centuries apart, Isaiah and the angel Gabriel said the same thing: “Of his kingdom there will be no end.” 

 All this came true in Mary’s child Jesus.
 Before Jesus was born, another angel spoke to Joseph. That angel said, “Don’t be afraid, Joseph, son of David, to take Mary as your wife, for that which is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.”
 Angels told both Mary and Joseph what the newborn baby’s name was to be. He was named Jesus before he was born. God gave Jesus his name.
 Why the name “Jesus”? What does it mean?
 The name Jesus means, “God saves.”

  Mary’s baby was named Jesus, “God saves,” because, as Peter said in Acts 4, “There is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name given under heaven by which we must be saved.”

 God decided in advance that the Son of God should be born this way, named this way, and made a son of the covenant this way.

 Paul in Galatians says it this way: “When the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of a woman, born under the law, to redeem those under the law, so that we might receive adoption as sons.”
 Born of a woman, he was born fully human. Jesus is both God and man.
 Born under the law, Jesus in his life would fulfil God’s law as no one else ever could. His circumcision at eight days old was his first fulfilment of God’s law.
 God’s covenant, God promises, God’s plan for the human race, it all came together in this newborn child, Jesus. 
 The Bible gives many other names and titles for Jesus.
 From Isaiah, we heard that a child will be born who will be called “Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, and Prince of Peace.”
 We know Jesus as Christ, the Messiah, which means “anointed one.”
 Jesus is also Emmanuel, which means “God with us.”

 What are some other names for Jesus in the Bible?

 Jesus is the good shepherd, the lion of Judah, the first and the last, the Saviour, the Redeemer, the rock, the Author of life, the King of kings and the Lord of lords, 
 Jesus is the Way, the Truth, and the Life.
 Paul says in Philippians 2, “God highly exalted him, and gave him the name that is above every other name, so that, at the name of Jesus, every knee should bend, in heaven and on earth, and under the earth, and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.”
