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Becoming Together - VI

Growing Together
Acts 2:42-47

March 26, 2017, Jeff Germo

Today is the last sermon in our series called Becoming Together based on Acts 2:42-47. We’ve read 
our passage many times in the last few weeks. We have dug down deep to find out what the first 
church was like. We looked at the four things the first church devoted themselves to. It’s so important 
to go back to the beginning. Things can tend to get watered down as they go further away from the 
source. We all know that. Stories can change so they only vaguely resemble the original account if we 
aren’t careful.

You may have heard the story about the young mother who was preparing a pot roast while her 
daughter looked on. She cut off both ends of the roast, prepared it and put it in the pan.  Her daughter 
asked her, “Why do you cut off the ends?” “I don’t know”, she replied. That’s a great question. “My 
mother always did it that way.”.

Her daughter’s question made her curious about this part of her pot roast prep so she called her mother 
and asked her how she cooks a pot roast. Her mother proceeded to explain and added, “You cut off 
both ends, spice it and then put it in the pot and  then pop it in the oven”.  “Why do you cut off the 
ends?” the daughter asked.  “I’m not sure. That’s how my mother did it!”

She got more curious and decided she needed to get to the bottom of this very important question. She 
visited her grandmother in the nursing home and ask her. “Grandma, there is a question that has been 
nagging me and I need you to answer it. How do you cook a pot roast?” Her grandmother was thrilled 
to be sharing her great wisdom with her granddaughter. “Well,” she said, “you cut off both ends and 
prepare it with spices, put it in the pot and then pop it in the oven.” The granddaughter asked, “But why 
do you cut off the ends?”   “Well, the roasts were always bigger than the pot I had back then. I had to 
cut off the ends to fit it into the pot.” 

It’s so important to go back to the source. 
[2]

Why do we do the things we do the way we do them? We develop traditions and beliefs as 
Christians and then call them “gospel,” when many times they are simply tradition that made sense at 
the time. For example, the way we practice communion in most evangelical churches is a tradition that 
is a long way off how the first church practiced the Lord’s Supper.

The early church literally had a meal together, and around that meal they talked about Jesus and the 
things he taught, like how we are to love one another, and carry each others’ burdens, and become 
more like Jesus so others see him in us and join us on our journey towards the heart of God.

In recent years, we have changed how we practice communion at CRBC. It used to be that the cup and 
bread were passed around by the board of deacons and elders, and it could only be them who could 
serve for some reason. That was the tradition. There was nothing wrong with that way of doing things. 
That is how most Evangelical churches have done it for many years.

We have since changed things so we get up and walk to the front together as a symbol of journeying 
together to Jesus to receive from him. Neither way is the way the first church practiced the Lord’s 
supper. We have developed a tradition. It was done one way for many years, and when we changed it 
some people complained that what we were doing was not biblical. And I had to point out that, neither 
was the way it was being done before. Neither way is wrong. They just aren’t the way they celebrated 

�1



the Lord’s Supper in the early church. We may just change things up again at some point. That’s okay. 
The main point is that we are remembering Jesus. Celebrating the Lord’s Supper should bring us back 
to why we do the things we do.

The meals we have been sharing after the service during this sermon series would have been much 
closer to what they did in the first church. They shared a real meal together and talked about how they 
could bring the message of Jesus to their community. They remembered the great sacrifice of Jesus to 
pay the penalty for their sins, and discussed how they could sacrifice and move out of their comfort 
zones and support each other in his mission to extend his Kingdom on earth. How can they become the 
kinds of people who reflect the character of Jesus so more people would be added to their number? 
How can they fund the mission was first and foremost on their minds. That is why they shared 
everything they had.

We need to go back to that very first church and see what they were like and what caused such an 
explosion of faith and how it was that three thousand people could be added to their number in one day. 
Pay careful attention as I read what that community was like.

[3]
Acts 2:42–47 (NLT)

42 All the believers devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching, and to fellowship, and to 
sharing in meals (including the Lord’s Supper), and to prayer. 43 A deep sense of awe came over 
them all, and the apostles performed many miraculous signs and wonders. 44 And all the 
believers met together in one place and shared everything they had. 

[4]
45 They sold their property and possessions and shared the money with those in need. 46 They 
worshiped together at the Temple each day, met in homes for the Lord’s Supper, and shared 
their meals with great joy and generosity—47 all the while praising God and enjoying the 
goodwill of all the people. And each day the Lord added to their fellowship those who were 
being saved.

When you read this description of the first church what comes to your mind? What kind of feeling do 
you get? What were they like? To me, when I read this, the first thing I think is, “Wow! They loved being 
together. They knew exactly why they existed and they were willing to do anything to make sure they 
impacted their community with the love of Jesus.”

For six Sundays in a row now we have been eating together after the services. Sometimes we had a 
potluck and shared our food. Other times we would bring our own lunches, and usually several people 
would bring extra just in case there were those who did come prepared with a lunch. Last week a 
couple people told Leora, very emphatically, “We are not going to stop doing this. This is great.” We 
have actually had several people say they want to continue eating together on Sundays. They like 
being together. I love that.

That is what it was like in that first church. They loved being together. And they did not just stick 
together in their comfortable cliques. They were welcoming. They were open to newcomers and to 
people who were not like them. They were inclusive.

Just think about the kinds of people Jesus hung out with. He didn’t just hang out with the elite crowd. As 
a matter of fact, most of the religious elite were repelled by Jesus. Jesus hung out with some pretty 
needy characters: tax collectors (they were the lowest); prostitutes; drunks; and people who were 
generally disenfranchised. They were the kinds of people who were attracted to Jesus. Everyone was 
welcomed at the table with him. Nobody was on the outside.
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I want to focus today mostly on verses 46 and 47 of Acts 2.

They worshiped together at the Temple each day, met in homes for the Lord’s Supper, and 
shared their meals with great joy and generosity—47 all the while praising God and enjoying the 
goodwill of all the people. And each day the Lord added to their fellowship those who were 
being saved.

What was it about this first church that could bring about such a flood of new Jesus followers? Every 
day the Lord added to their number.

If you are someone who doesn’t like change you would have not liked those times in that 
church. They would have been in constant flux, always adding new people who didn’t know how to be 
“churchy”. As a matter of fact, “churchiness” wasn’t even a thing yet. It was all new and it would have 
been chaotic and messy. 

Jesus called his first disciples, who were mostly fishermen, and told them that if they followed him they 
would become just as proficient at fishing for people as they were for fish. Catching the fish is the fun 
part. There is an adrenaline rush when you get a fish on the line. I love it. There are some fishermen 
who just fish for the sport. They never have to clean a fish. They catch and release the fish so it can 
grow and be caught again. They fish for the adrenaline rush, or some other reasons, to be in nature or 
whatever. 

Sometimes I do catch and release, but I mainly fish to fill the freezer, which means I have to clean and 
fillet the fish once it is caught. That is the messy part. I wish I could catch the fish and then take them 
home and say, “Okay, Ruthie, I did my part. Now it’s your turn.” We have a motto: “You catch em. You 
clean em.” 

Last season was a terrible run for Pinks, and I think it wasn’t great for Springs either. The first three 
seasons we were in Campbell River I filled our freezer with pinks, springs, coho, sockeye, cod and 
halibut. As a matter of fact, we bought an extra upright freezer just for fish. We thought that was going 
to be the norm.

Last year I got a bit of halibut, some cod and a few springs and that was it. It was very slim pickins. It 
saved me a lot of cleaning. But, I would rather have had the joy of catching the fish. And I definitely 
would have put up with the messiness of cleaning them because I would have looked forward to the 
reward of a lovely meal with my darling wife and whoever else we shared them with.

Jesus called us to be fishers of people. And we have a responsibility to walk with them through the 
messiness of their lives. That is what discipleship is. We do not do catch and release in Jesus’ kingdom 
kind of life. Jesus attracts people to himself through the love we have for each other. And he attracts all 
kinds of people. It’s messy work, but it’s good. It’s what he’s called us to. 

What kind of church would CRBC need to be in order to be attractive like the first church was? I’m not 
talking about putting on a show to compete with all the other shows in town. I’m talking about the kind 
of church the first church was. Jesus told his first disciples that others would know they were his 
disciples if they loved each other. What if that is what we were known for?

For Leora’s Christ Kids lesson plan for today she wrote, "Right now Campbell River is famous for 
salmon fishing. “Salmon Capital of the World!”

[5]
Wouldn’t it be amazing if we were famous for loving each other? What do you think it would take to 
make that happen?”
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[6]
What if CRBC was famous for being that kind of place where anybody felt welcomed, included, and 
unjudged? What if we attracted the same kinds of people Jesus attracted? Are you ready for that?  
What if CRBC became known as the kind of place where broken people were welcomed and got 
healing? What if we became more and more the kind of place where you could come in, take off the 
mask and stop pretending you are okay, instead of putting it on as soon as you walk in the door for fear 
someone was going to judge you?

What if CRBC was known from far and wide as the place where it was okay to be not okay, but not 
okay to stay there; a place where we would help each other grow more and more like Jesus. What if we 
were known as the kind of place where religious bigotry, and unkindness, and gossip, and slander did 
not exist, or at least these kinds of behaviours were not welcomed? What if people everywhere talked 
about how at CRBC there is nobody who feels like they are on the outside. I mean nobody. Everyone 
belongs, and everyone moves closer and closer to Jesus because his love reigns supreme here?

What if when people talked about CRBC they said things like, “The freedom of Christ reigns there,” or 
“Love resides there,” or “I walk into that place and feel so welcomed,” or “The peace and love and 
grace of Jesus is so real there it oozes out of everyone.” What would happen if we all lived our lives 
doing what we are doing now, in our communities, at work, at school, but with the supernatural love of 
Jesus flowing through us and we each brought one person each year to the church, not because we 
dragged them, or because we hit them over our heads with our Bibles or our theology, or guilted them 
into coming, but because they were attracted to the love of Jesus in us? 

[7]
“And each day the Lord added to their fellowship those who were being saved.”

That is what it would be like. That is what we have been called to. That is why the church exists. I want 
to speak a bit about couple of phrases just before this phrase.

[8]
46 They worshiped together at the Temple each day, met in homes for the Lord’s Supper, and 
shared their meals with great joy and generosity— 47 all the while praising God and enjoying the 
goodwill of all the people.  And each day the Lord added to their fellowship those who were 
being saved.

The NLT says, they were “...enjoying the goodwill of all the people.” Most of the other translations 
say something like, “having favor with all the people.”  

[9]
The Greek word for “favour” or “goodwill” is charis. This word is translated differently depending on the 
context. Sometimes it is translated “grace”, other times “gifts”, and still other times “kindness”. It is the 
same root from which our English word “charismatic” comes. 

What was happening here is that the disciples, over 3,120 of them by now, were out in the community 
loving on people around them. They were spreading the love and the grace of Jesus to whoever 
crossed their paths. They were doling out the grace (charis) of Jesus everywhere they went. That was 
why they existed. That was the mission Jesus gave them. They knew it. They lived it. They used the 
gifts God had given them to build the church and meet the needs of their community. Look what 
happened!!

And each day the Lord added to their fellowship those who were being saved. 
[10]

That word “saved” is the Greek word, sozo. It is also translated in several different ways depending on 
context. It can mean: healed; rescued; delivered; kept from harm; or saved from death.
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The first church knew they were the body of Christ on earth and as such were a part of the greatest 
rescue mission on earth. What kind of place should CRBC be? We are here to be a place of healing, 
rescue, and deliverance. 

When the religious teachers and Pharisees complained that Jesus was spending too much time eating 
and drinking with “sinners,” how did he respond to them? “It’s the sick who need a doctor, not those 
who think they are well,” he replied.

[11]
We need to become that kind of place where nobody is afraid to say, “This is what I am 
struggling with.” We need to become that kind of place where when someone confesses something 
to us, they feel like they have found a place of healing and hope, where they will be with others who 
have been there, and who will walk with them and bring them to Jesus who has healing and life for 
them, and help them grow, instead of being demoralized and judged. 

Today after the service we are going to have lunch together again. And after most people have finished 
chewing we are going to brainstorm together about what kind of place we feel God would have us be. 
These kinds of changes don’t happen overnight. They take a long time of walking together and stepping 
on each others’ toes and forgiving each other. We do not mature overnight, and it doesn’t happen by 
accident. It happens little by little, with lots of failing along the way. We need to be okay about failing, 
but failing better each time as the Holy Spirit transforms us.

I want to read a passage of Scripture that we read last week. Pay careful attention to what Paul says to 
the Colossians church. What were they like? How did they grow? What was the result?

[12]
Colossians 1:3–14 (NLT)

3 We always pray for you, and we give thanks to God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 4 For 
we have heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and your love for all of God’s people, 5 which come 
from your confident hope of what God has reserved for you in heaven. You have had this 
expectation ever since you first heard the truth of the Good News. 

[13]
6 This same Good News that came to you is going out all over the world. It is bearing fruit 
everywhere by changing lives, just as it changed your lives from the day you first heard and 
understood the truth about God’s wonderful grace. 7 You learned about the Good News from 
Epaphras, our beloved co-worker. He is Christ’s faithful servant, and he is helping us on your 
behalf. 

[14]
8 He has told us about the love for others that the Holy Spirit has given you. 9 So we have not 
stopped praying for you since we first heard about you. We ask God to give you complete 
knowledge of his will and to give you spiritual wisdom and understanding. 10 Then the way you 
live will always honor and please the Lord, and your lives will produce every kind of good fruit. 
All the while, you will grow as you learn to know God better and better. 

[15]
11 We also pray that you will be strengthened with all his glorious power so you will have all the 
endurance and patience you need. May you be filled with joy, 12 always thanking the Father. He 
has enabled you to share in the inheritance that belongs to his people, who live in the light. 13 
For he has rescued us from the kingdom of darkness and transferred us into the Kingdom of his 
dear Son, 14 who purchased our freedom and forgave our sins.

We, as followers of Jesus, have been rescued from the kingdom of darkness and transferred into the 
Kingdom of Jesus. He purchased our freedom at a great price, his death. He did not set us free so we 
can simply live comfortable lives and think only about our future. He has called us to be a part of his 
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great rescue mission to bring the love of Jesus to Campbell River so more people can get to know 
Jesus and be pulled out of the kingdom of darkness and into his Kingdom so they too will have a hope 
and a future.

Jesus is not calling us to something we do not already long for. None of us are where we should be yet, 
but we should be more so today than we were last year at this time. And next year at this time we 
should be closer yet. It is going to take a long journey of learning to fail better each time. That means 
we need to take little baby steps together, outside our comfort zones, and risk failing and falling and 
then help each other up and journey on together again learning to be okay not being okay, but not 
being okay staying there.

[16]
I want to invite you all to come and eat with us today and dream together about what kind of place we 
want to become together as we walk with Jesus.

When you ask most people in Canada what Campbell River is famous for, they will tell you, “Salmon 
fishing.” I love living here. I love being from that place. It’s exciting for me. What would be infinitely more 
exciting for me though is if we were the kind of place that was known for our love because we know we 
have been rescued by God from the kingdom of darkness and transferred into the Kingdom of the Son 
he so dearly loves. 

Let’s fellowship and eat together around the mission of Jesus and look forward with eyes of faith to who 
we want to become together and then allow Jesus to change us.
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Becoming Together - VI
Growing Together

Acts 2:42-47
Week of March 26, 2017

Objective of this study: To understand and move a little closer to becoming 
the kind of church God has called us to be.

[Remember, the main goal of each Growth Group is to allow God’s Word to change your heart so that 
others would see Jesus in you and be likewise changed to be like him. He wants to change the world 
through us]

Worship (5 – 10 minutes)

1. Sing a song or two of praise and thanksgiving to God.
2. Spend five minutes in silence asking God to prepare your heart for how he wants to speak to you. 
3. After the five minutes have someone interrupt the silence and read Psalm 72:12-14 meditatively to 
the group. Pause after each phrase letting God speak to you. Did anything jump out at you?

Welcome

What do cleaning fish and growing together have in common?

[It’s really important when doing this study that we each think about ourselves specifically and ways we 
need to grow, not how Christians in general need to grow. Do the hard work of letting the Holy Spirit 
speak to your heart.]

Word (30-45 minutes)
1. Looking back at this sermon series, what has been the most impactful for you?
2. After hearing this sermon series what do you think the first church was like? What are some 

adjectives that would describe it?
3. Read Colossians 1:3-14.

1. Carefully working through this passage, describe Jesus' vision for the church: What 
were they like? How did they grow? What was the result?

Work (30-45 minutes)
4. In Acts 2:47 it says, "And each day the Lord added to their fellowship those who were 

being saved."  The Greek word, sozo, which is translated as "saved" here can mean: healed; 
rescued; delivered; kept from harm; or saved from death. What ideas does this give you for 
ways we could relate to people in Campbell River? Brainstorm together.   

5. What attitudes would we need to change to become more inclusive like Jesus?
6. Spend the rest of the time in prayer for CRBC asking the Lord to use each of us to bring one 

person each year into his Kingdom. Each One, Bring One, Each Year!

 [Be sure to have an outward focus in your prayers. Who is the Holy Spirit laying on your heart 
to reach out to with the love of Jesus.]
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