
Big Country United Churches  

www.bigcountryunitedchurches.ca  

       Sunday Worship  

Worship Connections: 

Zoom—online worship 

Your Zoom link is sent via email. We 
chat for a little while before the service 
and afterward. Read along and sing 
along with us.  

Website: recorded worship                    
A pre-recorded version of the worship 
service is available on Sunday mornings. 
You can watch this at any time.  Just 
click on the link and choose the service 
you wish to see.  

https://
www.bigcountryunitedchurches.ca/
podcasts/media 

Bulletins:  We deliver paper copies of 
the service — complete with sermon.  

 

To sign up for Zoom, or to ask questions 
you can email us at: 
pioneerpastoralcharge@gmail.com 

Or leave a message on our phone:      
403-664-3987 

United Churches of : Cereal, 

Oyen, Alsask, Acadia Valley  

Partners in Faith 

Loving  

Our  

Neighbours…. 

God says we 
should! 

Bake Table! 

The Oyen United Church will be hosting a Bake Table 

at the Farmer’s Market on November 28. If you are 

able to help out with a baking donation, it would be so 

appreciated!  Please list the ingredients on your 

package and if you are unable to bring your goodies to 

the event, you can drop them off earlier, either at the 

church or you can contact Jessie Battrum at               

403-664-2515 for other arrangements.   

This is an easy and delicious way to care for and 

support your church! 

Caring with Warmth! 

Covid can't stop our Christmas and winter 
projects! 

The United Churches have always collected 
warm socks, mittens and toques for the people 
who need them.  We also collect new warm 
blankets, clothes mittens, socks, etc. for the 
Bissell Centre. 

Please get ready to do your winter handy 
crafts and don't forget us!  Leave all your 
precious gifts in the west door of the Oyen 
United Church and they will be distributed to 
the rightful places.  

Thank you and God bless you all!  

 



Keeping in Touch:  

Facebook Page:                                     

Big Country United Churches           

Website: 

www.bigcountryunitedchurches.ca        

Email: 

pioneerpastoralcharge@gmail.com 

Instagram: Big Country United 

Churches 

Office Phone: 403-664-3987 (leave a 

message) 

Frozen Food Fundraiser 

Thank you to everyone who ordered!  We 
appreciate your continued support! 

Board Chairpersons 

Oyen United Church—  Georgia Sullivan 403-664-3942        jorjab@ gmail.com                                    

Cereal United Church—Shari Muzyka 403-664-1431             samuzyka@netago.ca                                         

Acadia Valley United Church—Bert McFadyen 403-664-0816   shortgrassdev@gmail.com                                                           

Alsask United Church—   Lorraine Wilke  306-968-2673       blwilke@xplornet.com                                                      

Pioneer Pastoral Charge—  Bill Kolkman 403-664-3905        tuppermamma2@gmail.com  

The Mask Ministry 

Thank you to our seamstresses who have 

been making our masks!  

We have received many compliments on this 

caring for our community — with non-church 

folk feeling welcome to come and find what 

they need for their health and safety.   

Although the masks are free, we have received  

some donations which is being sent to M&S.  

Reverse Advent Calendar 

This is our 4th year of caring for our 

community with Advent Calendars. 

Create an Advent Food Box by adding an 

item to it each day.  

You are not restricted to the items we 

suggest — you can change things out for 

your favourite things! Share the box creation 

with a friend.  

Our suggestions can be found on the 

calendar in Red on each day.  

Please bring your completed hamper to your 

church by December 15 — or you can drop 

off your hamper at the Oyen United Church 

anytime it is completed.  

The Hampers are taken to the Food Bank 

just in time for the Christmas Hamper 

delivery! 

Letter from our Pioneer Pastoral Charge Chair: 

To all the members and friends of the United 

Churches in the Pioneer Pastoral Charge. 

With all of the covid outbreaks in Alberta the 

board decided that we are not able to start in 

person services at this time. We want to protect 

the health of all our members, even if we did 

there will be no singing or coffee. We will be 

doing our best to open as soon as possible. 

I want to inform everyone as to what is 

happening now, the search committee has had 

several meeting and hope to be able to present 

this to the Pioneer Pastoral Charge board in the 

later part of December. In the coming week or so 

we will be sending out a survey. We will request 

that you answer the questions so that we can 

complete the process needed to complete the 

plan for the future. 

I will keep you informed as to what is going on in 

the Pastoral Charge as to any changes. 

If you have any concern do not be afraid to 

contact me. 

Bill Kolkman  



Moving forward — what is next on our faith journey? 

Search Committee:  

The Pastoral Charge Board has 

appointed a Search Committee to begin 

the process of looking for a new minister. 

There are representatives of all four of 

our churches on this Committee. They 

will be creating a Community Profile to 

share the gifts and challenges of our 

churches, they will identify what skills 

that our next minister would bring with 

them.  

Then they will begin the work of finding a 

minister to join us.  

The members will be ably supported and 

accompanied by Rev. Dave Pollard of 

First Avenue Memorial United Church in 

Medicine Hat .  Regular updates will be 

provided to our congregations.  

Search Committee Members:        

Elaine Michaels—Cereal                     

Sara Kinch-Wilke—Alsask                      

Susan Grudecki — Acadia Valley        

Kim Wilson—Oyen (Secretary)        

Sheila Flemmer — Oyen                       

Bill Kolkman—Oyen (Chair) 

 

Caring for Each Other: 

It is time to remember that we are church 

together. While there are many things we 

still can’t do — there are many we can! 

Your Church Board Members need you 

to step up and do your part.  

Can you be part of a phoning committee 

— especially to folk who are feeling 

isolated? If you aren’t able to get out of 

your house you could be a phoner too :) 

Could you send out Birthday Cards, 

Anniversary Cards, Christmas Cards on 

behalf of the church?  

Would you like to join in a Zoom chat 

twice a month… just to see smiling 

faces… or maybe an online bible study?  

If someone is in the hospital or in Lodge 

Isolation — can you send them a card, or 

make sure they get phone calls to keep 

minds active and boredom away? 

Who have we not heard from in a while? 

Can you connect with them? 

What else can you offer each other?  

Choices for Church 

The administration of the churches 

will still need attention.  

Planning for re-opening          

(maybe not for a while— but you 

can begin a plan) 

Ensuring buildings                       

are kept up and bills are paid.  

Looking forward to options           

for Thanksgiving or Christmas. 

Planning budgets for 2021.  

Your Church Boards will be doing 

most of this planning, but they will 

need your support and feedback. 

Rev. Dave Pollard will also be the 

Supervisor for this Pastoral Charge 

until a new minister is secured.  

 

Please keep up with newsletters 

and emails and Facebook notices. 

If you know someone doesn’t have 

access to these, be their buddy and 

print (or have the office print) 

information for them so that they 

are included.  



PAR  

(Pre-Authorized Remittance) 

This is one of the best, most 

reliable ways to support the church. 

It gives us the  security of knowing 

that we do have income.  

Once a month, your offering is 

automatically sent to the church 

through your bank.  You can 

choose any amount — whatever is 

most comfortable for you.  

Forms can be found at the Oyen 

United Church (West Entrance 

Door) or can be sent to you via 

email…   just ask! 

Through the last few years, our churches have been doing a great job of juggling money and they have succeeded in keeping our 

churches on track.                                                                                                                                                                                

Even though we can’t attend church in person, please continue to give your offerings to your church. There are still utilities to pay, 

maintenance to be done. There are different ways to offer your financial support to the church: please choose one that will work 

best for you.  

E-Transfer 

You can E-transfer to Cereal or 

Oyen United Churches.  

(Other churches can be added if 

we receive requests to do so) 

Please remember to put a note 

to let us know if you are sending 

funds for Local Costs or M&S 

No password is necessary. 

Cereal: 

CUCetransfers@gmail.com 

Oyen:  

OUCetransfers@gmail.com  

Cheques 

Make a cheque out to your 

Church and mail it to  

Box 392, Oyen, T0J 2J0 

We will accept post dated 

cheques for weekly or monthly 

offerings.  

Or an occasional cheque when 

you can afford it.  

We know this isn’t quite the 

same as dropping it in the 

collection plate, but we 

certainly appreciate your 

support.  

Receipts 

Our envelope 

secretaries will 

issue tax 

receipts for all 

donations (PAR, 

E-Transfer and 

Cheques) at the 

end of the year.  

Please be sure 

we have your 

correct address 

so that we can 

mail receipts to 

you.  

Other ways to help: 

Bottle recycling: there are bins at the Oyen United Church West Entrance where you can drop off bottles and cans. Or 

just tell the bottle depot to send your recycling money to the church — that works too.  

Fundraisers: Watch for ongoing fundraisers.  There are often various ways you can help support your church.  


