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Knowing God’s Will 
Enjoying The Closeness Of God 

CMBC May 17, 2015                                                                             Psalm 32:8 – 9                                                                 

 
(song) “Step by step I’ll follow Jesus”.  
What does that look like? 
What does it mean for us to know God’s will for our lives? 
Does it mean being called to be a missionary or a store clerk? 
What does it mean to hear from God about His will for you? 
 
Being in step with God and knowing it brings a vitality to our lives. We may not know all the 
details or even what is ahead, but there is the joy of knowing that God is walking with us 
and will guide us in every next step. 
Knowing God’s Will is an important aspect of Enjoying The Closeness Of God. 
 
ILL. I tell the story of the man who was bringing his wife home from the hospital and both 
of them had different ideas about what was next, doing what they thought the other one 
wanted and getting it all wrong because they didn’t know. 
 

 God has created us for intimate friendship with Himself, both now and forever. A hand 
in hand, conversational walk with God.  

 Knowing God’s will for us is not a secret. 

 God can be counted upon to speak to each of us. But what does that mean? And how 
does it work out in practice? 
 
THE CHALLENGE OF KNOWING GOD’S WILL 

a. God’s promise to guide 
i. Psalm 32:8 I will instruct you and teach you in the way you should go; 

I will counsel you and watch over you.  
ii. Many other Bible passages say the same. 
iii. John 16:12 – 13 “I have much more to say to you, more than you can 

now bear. [13] But when he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide 
you into all truth.  

 
b. Learning to know His voice 

i. Isaiah 30:21 Whether you turn to the right or to the left, your ears will 
hear a voice behind you, saying, “This is the way; walk in it.”  

ii. But how can I know his voice? 
iii. Young Samuel had to learn to recognize the voice of God. People had 

gotten away from listening for God. 
1 Samuel 3:1 The boy Samuel ministered before the LORD under 
Eli. In those days the word of the LORD was rare; there were not 
many visions.  

1. It was because they aren’t listening to God.  
2. We do that. We try to figure things out for our selves 
3. Or we don’t want to take the risks.  
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a. Samuel was afraid of the risk involved with what he 
heard. 

b. What God had to say to Samuel that night was that 
God was about to punish Eli for the sins of his two son 
which he know about and did nothing. 

c. It was a big risk for a young man. 
iv. Eli, as troubled as he was, finally did the right thing in this story. 

1. “It is God calling you” 
2. “Tell me everything God told you.” 

I Samuel 3:17 “What was it he said to you?” Eli asked. “Do not 

hide it from me. May God deal with you, be it ever so severely, 
if you hide from me anything he told you.” [18] So Samuel told 
him everything, hiding nothing from him. Then Eli said, “He is 
the LORD; let him do what is good in his eyes.”  

3. Eli had not been listening to what God had said over all these 
years. 
  

c. How can we know when God is speaking directly to me about His will? 
i. This can be confusing. 

1. Those who say, “I sense the Lord is prompting me.” 
2. Others never hear anything. 
3. People say “The Lord told me.” 

ii. Why doesn’t God always come right out and say … 
1. Paul had that experience when he wanted to travel to Asia and 

preach the Gospel, but we read the Spirit prevented him.  
2. He made a couple of attempts. 
3. Then God gave him the vision of the Macedonian Man – a call 

to preach the Gospel in Europe. 
4. Why not the vision first? I think that those “preventions” by the 

Spirit confirmed his call to Europe. 
5. God often prepares us for hearing his voice. But even the 

“preventions” is God communicating to us. 
 

2. GOD’S WORD FOUNDATIONAL TO KNOWING 

a. Getting in line with God’s “I will…” 
Believing His “I will...” 

i. Proverbs 3:5 – 6  Trust in the LORD with all your heart and lean not 
on your own understanding; [6] in all your ways acknowledge him, 
and he will make your paths straight.  

ii. Hebrews 13:5 “I will never leave you; I will never forsake you.” 
iii. Matthew 28:19 – 20 Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, 

baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit, [20] and teaching them to obey everything I have 
commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of 
the age.”  

iv. We have his promise to be with us and guide us. 
 

It isn’t just for the big decisions but for all of life. 
b. His instruction for all of life 
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i. The Bible is our guide for life and out main source of guidance.  
ii. Simplified is the what Jesus said: 

Matthew 22:37 Jesus said to him, “ ‘You shall love the LORD your 
God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind.’  
[38] “This is the first and great commandment. [39] “And the second 
is like it: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’  [40] “On these 
two commandments hang all the Law and the Prophets.”  

iii. This is the first agenda in knowing His will. 
iv. This is what makes our hearts so that we will hear his will. 
v. This is the measurement for everything we think we hear God saying 

to us about His will. 
 

c. The application of His instructions 
i. Activities 

His will sometimes has to do with activities he is calling you to do. 
Like Abraham was called by God. “The Lord said to Abram, ‘Leave 
your country, your people, and your father’s household, and go to the 
land I will show you’” 

ii. Spiritual Development 
His will sometimes is about spiritual development. Like Psalm 23, 

“He makes me lie down in green pastures. He leads me beside the 
quiet waters,”;  “Yea those I walk through the valley of the shadow of 
death, I will fear no evil, for you are with me.” 

iii. Sometimes it is about wisdom, “Whoever among you lacks wisdom, let 
him ask God.” 

iv. The main issue is not that you hear an actual voice, but that you 
respond to God with obedience to what you know about His will. 
Psalm 32:8 – 9 I will instruct you and teach you in the way you 

should go; I will counsel you and watch over you. [9] Do not be like 
the horse or the mule, which have no understanding but must be 
controlled by bit and bridle or they will not come to you.  
Learn to understand God’s way, so that you can make choices that 
are consistent with His will. 

v. ILL. Loren Stark”s story 

vi. God’s guidance is never contrary to Scripture. 
 

3. HIS PRIMARY FOCUS IS OUR HEARTS 
a. A godly attitude is what counts 

i. It isn’t the action that is the primary issue. It is the heart that is 
committed to whatever God wants – committed to God’s will 

ii. It may not be a big issue like going as a missionary or staying at 
home.  

iii. It is about a heart that is willing in whatever God directs 
iv. God usually leads people in the direction of servanthood 

 
b. It is a hand in hand conversational walk with God 

i. ILL. Seeing a road rage drive and I got upset with him. I prayed, “God 
help me control my temper.” And God said, “You know that means 
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that I send that kind of people into your life.” Can I prove that was 
God’s voice? No, but it fits with what He is teaching. 

ii. Listening, discerning, committed to his way. 
 

 

 

 

4. HOW GOD INVOLVES OTHERS 

a. In a life of service 
i. Acts 13 after the whole church had prayed and fasted together, God 

told them, “Set apart Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have 
called them.” 

ii. God guides us together. 
 

b. In the counsel of wisdom 
i. God sends people into your life to give you counsel as with Paul and 

Timothy 
ii. Be very careful about going your own way. 

 
5. WHEN YOU HAVE MISSED GOD’S WILL 

a. There are times when we miss out on following God’s will 
i. The career God wanted for us 
ii. The place where God wanted us to service 
iii. The opportunity to serve in the church or mission 
iv. The open door to serve someone 
v. The prompting to talk about God to someone 
vi. Or even plain disobedience 

 
b. God is always ready to start over 

i. God has always been ready to start over with those who have missed 
it 

ii. John Mark’s opportunity with Paul and Barnabas 
iii. King David and his sin with Bathsheba  
iv. Adam and Eve – paid the consequences, but God turned their curse 

into man’s salvation 
 

c. His marvelous mercy and grace 
i. God is waiting to forgive the repentant sinner 
ii. Sometimes the consequence is that you can’t go back, but God can 

use the repentance as a ministry opportunity. 
iii. God doesn’t give up on us. He forgives. 
iv. You are never too old. 

 
Where do we seek God’s will in our lives? 

 For us here, a big issue is where do we live when we are not able to care for 
ourselves as we should 
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 What are my opportunities for serving: making a phone call or a visit, listening to 
verses at AWANA 

 Giving our money, putting it to work for the Lord 

 Prayer ministry, praying specifically for certain people 
 

Step by step following Jesus. 

 


