
Dear Oyen United Church family, 

This is probably too early to be considered your Christmas letter, but there is 
information that needs to reach you early.  I shall start with that information.  
Unfortunately, we are postponing to 2021 our Outreach turkey supper for the 
community.  Because of the food involved, it was just too risky to go forward with 
it.  We are sad to have to do this because we enjoyed doing it so much last year.   

Even though our church remains mostly closed, there are still ways you can 
participate in the Christmas season.  We are inviting you to participate in the 
Advent Reverse Calendar again.  If you feel it is too much for you to tackle on your 
own, why not get together with someone else?  Or you can do as much as you 
feel comfortable doing.  The main thing is to gather together food for the local 
Food Bank. 

All of you knitters can get you knitting needles clicking to make mitts and toques 
for Out Of the Cold again this year.  We had a great response to this last year.  It 
was heartwarming.  As well, we are collecting new socks for this charity.  This is a 
great need among the homeless population as they can use them for both feet 
and hands.  We are also collecting outerwear in good, clean condition for the 
Bissel Centre.  There will be boxes inside the west double door entrance . 

We are having a bake table at the Farmers’ Christmas market.  It runs for two 
days, but our bake table is scheduled for November 28.  As you know, we have 
been very limited in fund raisers this year.  This is our last opportunity.  As you are 
doing your Christmas baking, why not set aside a portion to be donated to this 
table? It is always a popular spot for the browsers. 

We cannot have a live Christmas Eve service, but Bonnie Burke and I are going to 
put a taped version together.  We have not figured out the logistics of this, (we 
are neither “techy”), but with some help, we should be able to do it.  Check the 
web page for details.    

We are going to try something different for the “unconnected” parishioners, 
anyone who cannot connect or chooses not to connect to our zoom church 
services.  We are trying to organize a virtual service for them in the church 



basement.  There will be a strict protocol involved, adhering to Alberta Health 
Care guidelines as well as the ones from our national church.  I have put together 
a proposal which the regional office has to review and approve before we are 
granted an opening.  I have delivered copies of the protocol to those I thought 
might be interested.  If you are among the “unconnected” and I missed you, give 
me a call at 4036643942, and I can bring you a copy.  We are limiting the number 
to fifteen, including volunteers, so we are asking those who have been connecting 
to zoom not to register so that there will be enough space for those without 
zoom.   Velma Pearen has agreed to be the registrar.  Call her at 4036643286 to 
register.  If she is not home, leave a message. 

Even though our church is not open, we can still have Christmas and follow in the 
path of the Christ child.  A good place to start is to think of all of the things we DO 
have instead of dwelling upon what we don’t have.  We do have food on our 
tables, roofs over our heads, warm clothing, friends and families.  We live in a 
great country with freedoms, in spite of some people throwing a hissie fit simply 
because they are asked to wear a mask.   

Another thing we can do is get rid of any hatred or anger we have been carrying 
around.  As Christians, it is important that we love our neighbours, and as United 
Church people, that is what we do best.   

Pick up the phone and call a friend you have not spoken to in awhile.  Sit down 
and write a note to someone who would be overjoyed to hear from you.  Smile at 
people.  Even though they cannot see it through your mask, they can see it in your 
eyes.  Smile when you answer the telephone.  People will hear it in your voice.  Be 
kind.  Open your hearts.  Be kind.  Spread love!  Be kind.  These things will all put 
the spirit of Christmas back into your Christmas. 

And so, dear friends, until we can meet in person, stay safe and well. 

Georgia Sullivan, Oyen United Church Chairman 


