
 

St .  Hi lda’s  By  the  Sea  
 P ARISH  C OMMUNIQUÉ  

From Your Wardens 
Dear St. Hilda's Parishioners,  

It is such a pleasure  for many of us to see each other  
weekly on zoom!  It is obvious that so many of us have 
gone through a big learning curve, as we navigate the 
new technologies that are keeping us connected!  For 
those who do not join on Zoom, we hope you have 
found spiritually nourishing  alternatives.  Everyone de-
serves many congratulations for whatever they do to 
navigate this time of change! 

As we continue our Zoom services and connect via 
phone or email, we know that many are wondering, now 
that BC is gradually loosening restrictions, when we 
might also do the same in churches.  The Archbishop 
has sent out detailed instructions regarding the next 
stages.  We want to let you know that there has been a 
committee formed in order to work on the implementa-
tion  of the guidelines.  The earliest that any in-person 
services will take place is June 14th, though it may be a 
bit later depending on the decisions of the committee.  
We all look forward to some form of in-person worship 
but need to know that, like other parts of our lives, it will 
not be the same as pre-COVID days.  Exciting as well as 
challenging times lie ahead! 
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Message from Fr. Ayoob 
Ascension Day  Luke 24:44-53 

Ascension Day, which is always 40 days after Easter, 
offers a point of transition between Easter and Pente-
cost.  It marks the end of Jesus’ post-resurrection ap-
pearances and the prelude to the coming of the Holy 
Spirit. 

The risen Lord Jesus appeared to his disciples a number 
of times during those forty days from Easter to Ascen-
sion, and it says he was “speaking about the kingdom of 
God.”  Jesus had been training his disciples over the past 
three years, but now he takes them to the next level.  
They had a lot to learn.  They hadn’t really “got it” up to 
this point.  “Then he opened their minds to understand 
the Scriptures,” it says.  Now they will understand how it 
all fits together. 

Jesus is teaching his disciples, his “learners,” so they can 
be his apostles, his “sent ones.”  He will be sending them 
out on a worldwide mission when he ascends, and he 
wants them to be ready.  The teaching goes on right up 
until the moment he ascends. 

While many realise that obviously the Financial situation 
of St Hilda’s has been affected by the closure of the 
building, we want to let you know that the  Financial 
Oversight Committee and the Parish Council have been 
working hard to find ways to work through this difficult 
time.  There is everything from applying for Diocesan 
and Government assistance where it is applicable, to 
finding ways to cut costs by people volunteering to deal 
with recycling rather than paying for the service (once 
we return to the building).  In addition, we are creating 
as many options as possible for people to maintain their 
regular offerings during this time of closure.   

Our newest venture, as a result of popular demand, is to 
now offer e-transfers as a simple option.  Please see the 
Offering section of the communique for details and then 
discover how simple it can be! 

As we come to the end of the Easter season, we pray 
that the next season of the church’s year will bring us 
some new beginnings!  Please remember to stay con-
nected with each other and stay healthy.  

Blessings from your Wardens, 
          Carol Eades, Mike Starr and Jill Halliwell 

“You are witnesses of these things."  Jesus will be send-
ing them out to more than just the house of Israel.  This 
gospel is for the whole earth, every nation.  God will be 
saving people from every nation through the apostolic 
ministry.  That’s been his plan all along. 

Now this might seem a daunting task.  It is.  The disci-
ples might want to shrink back in fear, especially with 
their master now “going away.”  What will they do with-
out him?  But they won’t be “without” him, really.  He 
will be with them, all the days, to the close of the age, 
even though they will see him no longer. 

The blessing of Jesus upon his disciples was a blessing 
that would continue to be with them and with all follow-
ers of Christ throughout all of history.  It is a blessing 
that continues to remind and inform us of who we are 
and what we are called to be.  To witness in all times and 
to all nations the love of God known in Christ.  It is a 
blessing that gives us peace, as we know the real pre-
sence of Christ in our lives.  It is a blessing that lifts us up 
and brings joy into our hearts.  We are a blessed people 
as we live in the name and Spirit of Jesus Christ. 



Musical Musings 
In honour of the Phase 2 Restart in BC, I thought you 
might enjoy the comic stylings of the Vancouver-based 
Phoenix Choir.  They are offering their rendition of Billy 
Joel’s Longest Time with the Quarantine twist and you 
can see homemade haircuts, Lysol percussion, kids pho-
to bombing the parents’ Zoom meetings, toilet paper…
all the greatest hits of this strange time in history.  
Thanks to Bev Niebergall and Jill Halliwell who shared 
this with me. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=LpAKcQufacc&feature=youtu.be 

Many choirs are assembling these choral pieces with 
individual screens and professionally edited results.  I 
believe this concept first originated with California com-
poser Eric Whitacre, a Grammy award winning artist, 
who broke ground with the Virtual Choir in 2010.  Their 
initial recording was Lux Aurumque (Light and Gold) and 
featured 185 singers from around the world who individ-
ually recorded their parts and sent them in for participa-
tion in the digitally massed choir.  You may even get a 
peek at Tom Kellough, my predecessor who participated 
in the Bass I section of this recording.  It’s interesting to 
note how something paradigm-shifting and novel can 
become common within a decade.  What will the next 
decade bring? 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D7o7BrlbaDs  

Blessings, 
Blessings, Katherine 

Offering Options 
Doors are closed, bills still come in. 
Your continued givings are most appreciated.  For those 
who are able, here are 4 options:  

1) If at all possible, we encourage you to start using 
PAD, the pre-authorized giving option.  You may 
download the PAD application form, available on the 
St Hilda’s website http://www.sthilda.ca/pages/
giving , or ask Karen to email you the application 
form.  Then it is very simple to complete and mail to 
Diocesan office. 

2) If you prefer donating by cheque, please place the 
completed cheque in your numbered donation enve-
lope, and either mail it to St Hilda’s at Box 302, 
Sechelt, BC, V0N 3A0, OR, drop it through the mail 
slot outside the church office door.  For security rea-
sons, absolutely NO CASH can be accepted in this 
way. 

3) If you would like to give online, go to Giving (http://
www.sthilda.ca/pages/giving) on St. Hilda’s website 
and click on the “Donate Online” button.  It will redi-
rect you to a secure page where you can make your 
donation through Canada Helps.  Note that Canada 
Helps takes 3.75% of one-time donations / 3.5% of 
monthly donations for their administration fee.  

4) If none of the above work for you, or you need a 
cash option, please contact the Envelope Secretary, 
Maggie Scott, 604-885-3312, to arrange for your 
envelope to be picked up once a month.  Please 
note envelopes containing cash must have the 
amounts clearly written on the envelope. 

5) NEW!!  E-Transfers   Please contact Mike Starr or 
Carol Eades for the security question and answer 
that is required.  Please use the ‘message’ area to 
include your envelope No. (if you have one) and the 
details of how you wish your donation allocated 
(Operating, PWRDF, Restoration, Care & Share, oth-
er).  Unless otherwise stated it will be directed to 
General Operating Fund.  

May you be blessed in your giving.  Please know, we un-
derstand if you are unable to maintain your financial 
support at this time.  

Announcements 
Zoom Morning Prayer & Coffee 

Wednesday May 27 from 9-10 am   
We invite you to join a virtual Morning Prayer with BAS 
followed by a virtual coffee time to foster the fellowship 
among parishioners.   Parishioners can chat and be in 
touch with the priest and every one else.  Zoom ID info is 
found in the E-Bulletin email. 
 

Men’s Coffee Time  via zoom. Thursday May 28 from 
10-11 am.  Come and join our virtual coffee time and 
conversation.  Zoom ID info is found in the E-Bulletin 
email. 

Week At-a-Glance at St. Hilda’s  

Sun 24 10:00 am Zoom Worship Online 

Wed 27 9:00 am Morning Prayer Online 

Thurs 28 10:00 am Men’s Coffee Time Online 

Sun 31 10:00 am Zoom Worship  Online 

St. Hilda’s Financial Snapshot 
Parishioners Givings as of April 30, 2020 

 Actual 
Givings 

Budget  
Givings 

2019 Actual 
Givings 

Operating Fund   $ 39,205 $ 65,889 $48,479 
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People’s Warden ........................... Mike Starr  ...................................................starrmj@me.com  ............... 961-9256  
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Visit us at www.sthilda.ca or facebook.com/sthilda  

St. Hilda's Website &  
Facebook:  
For great information and links to areas 
of interest for parishioners, please go to 
www.sthilda.ca or  
www.facebook.com/st.hilda 


